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CHAPTER I. 

1778. 

JpkTimn leaves the Isle qf S/cg. — A Stem. — Driven 
Vito Col. — Jfis Appearance on a Sheltie. — Sea Siek.- 
ness.—’"Burnet’s Own Timet." — Rev. Hector3£‘Lean. 
— Bayle, Leibnite, and Clarke. — Survey qf CoL — 
Criteipol. — Cuewnbert. — Insular Hfh. — Song, 
" Hatyinfoam' eri." — Breatkaea.—Johnson's power 
qf ridioule. — Uappineat in a Cottage. — Advice to 
iandioriir.—Pretended Brother qfJehneon. — Cartes 
l.ife of Otmond. — Family <f Col. — Letters by 
JHimtrose. 

Sundajf, OcL 3. — Josbph reported tbat the wind 
waa aguost us.^ Dr. Johnson said, " A. irind* 
or not a wind? that b the qoMtion;” for he can 
amuse himself at times vith a little pla^ of words, 
or rather sentences. 1 remember when he turned 
his eup at Aberbrothiek, where we drank tee, he 
mutter^, Claadite jam neos, fliers. I must again 
and ag^ apologiae to iastidious readers, fbr re> 
cording such minute, particulars. 

VOL. t. a 
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elitfof my^JournaL Dr. Johnson i»ai4 
exact picture of a portion of hU life, 
we were chatdng in tiie indolent style of 
ho were to stay here all this day at least, we 
•w «9 s|^denly roused at being told that the wind 
.wa/fair, that a little fleet of herring-bnsses was pass¬ 
ing by for Mull, and that Mr. Simpson’s vessel was 
about to saiL Hugh M‘Donald, the skipper, came 
to ua, and was impatient that we should get ready, 
uhicb we soon did. Dr. Johnson, with composure 
and solemnity, repeated the observation of Epic¬ 
tetus, that, **as nun has the voyage of death before 
him,whatever may be bis employment, he should 
be ready at the master's call; and an.old man 
bhould nevur be far from the shore, lest he should 


not be able to get himself ready." He rode, and I and 
the other gentlemen walked, about an EngUsh mile 
to the shore, where the vessel lay. Dr. Johnson said 
he should never forget Sk^, and returned thanks for 
all civilities. We were carried to the vessel in a 


bmall boat which she had, and we set sail very 
briskly about one o’clock. I was much pleased with 
the motion for many hours. Dr. Johnson grew sick, 
and retired under cover, as it rained a good deal. 

that I might have fresh air 
myself not affected by the motion of the vessel, I 
exulted in being a stout seaman, while Dr. Johnson 
was quite in a state of annihilation. But 1 was 
soon humbled ; for after imagining that 1 oould go 
with ease to America or the East Indies, I became 
very sick, but kept above board though it rained 
hard. 


I kept above. 
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As we had been det^ed so long iq bad 

weather, wo gave up the scheme that ii^^had 
planned for us of visiting several islands, aUl opn> 
tented ourselves with the prospect of seeing Mull, 
and Icolmkill and Inchkenneth, which lie near to iu 
Mr. Simpson was sanguine in his hopes for awhile, 
(no vind being fair for us. He smd he would land 
ns al Icolmkill that night. But when the wind failed, 
it was resolved we should make for the Sound 
'Mull, ond land in the harbour of Tobermorie. 
U . kept near the five herring vessels for some time; 
biif afterwards four of them got before us, and one 
btUe wlicrry fell behind us. When wc got in full 
1 *« w of the point of Ardnamurchan, the wind 
r hanged, and was directly against our getting into 
the Sound. We were then obliged to tack, and get 
forward in that tedious manner. As we advanced, 
the storm grow greater, and the sea very rough. 
Col then began to talk of {loaking for Egg, or Canna, 
or his own island. Our skipper said, he would get 
us into the bound. Having struggled for this a good 
while in vain, he said, ho would push forward till 
we wore near the land of Mull, where we might cast 
anchor, and lie till the morning; for although, before 
this, there had been a good moon, and I had pretty 
distinctly seen not only the land of Mull, but up the 
.Souml, and the country of Morven as at one end of 
it, the night was now grown very dark. Our crew 
c<msi«tod of one McDonald, our skipper, and two 
sailers, one of whom had but one eye; Mr.Kmpson. 
himself, CUt and Hugh McDonald his servant, sU 
helped. Simpson said, he would wilfingly go for 

B 2 
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Col, if young Col or fais servant would undertake to 
pilot us to a harbour; but, as the island is low land, 
it was dangerous to run upon it in the dark. Col 
and his servant appeared a little dubious. The 
scheme of running fur Canna seemed then to be em> 
braced; but Caniia was ten leagues off, all out of 
our way; and they were afraid to attempt the har¬ 
bour of Kgg. All these different plans were suc¬ 
cessively in agitation. The old skipper still tried to 
make for the land of Mull; but then it was considered 
that there was no place tlicre where we could anchor 
in safety. Much time was lost in striving against 
the storm. At last it became so rough, and threat¬ 
ened to be so much worse, that Col and his servant 
took more couri^e, and said they would undertake 
to hit one of the harbours in Col. “ Then let us 
run for it in Gods name,” said the skipper; and 
instantly we turned towards it. 'I'hc little wherry 
which had fallen behind .‘us had hard work. The 
master begged tltat, if uc made for Col, wc should 
put out a light to him. Accordingly, one of tlic 
sailors waved a glowing peat for some time. The 
various difficulties that were started gave me a good 
deal of apprehension, from which I was relieved, 
when 1 found \(’c were to run for a harbour before 
the wind. But my relief was but of short duration ; 
for I soon heard that our sails were very bad, and 
were in danger of being tom in pieces, in which 
case we should be driven upon the rocky shore of 
Col. It was very dark, and there was a heavy and 
incessant rain, 'fhe sparks of the bumiag peat ffew 
BO much about, that I dreaded the vessel might take 
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fire. Then> as Col was a sportsman, aiid bad pow¬ 
der on board, I figured that we might be blown up. 
Simpson and he appeared a little frightened, which 
made me more so; and tlie perpetual talking, or 
rath(!r shouting, which was carried on in Erse, 
aianned me still more. A man is always suspicious 
of M-’iut is saying in an unknown tongue; and, il 
f<*nr be his pa<^toii at the time, he grows mure afraid. 
Oil ' vessel often lay so much on one side, that I 
li i.bled lest she should be overset, and indeed they 
lol-t me afterwards, that they had run her sometimes* 
Oj within an inch of the water, so anxious were they 
u'- i.sake what haste they could before the night 
'.iiimld be worse. 1 now saw what 1 never .saw be- 
!br<’, a prodigious sea, with immense billows coming 
upon a vessel, so as that it seemed hanlly possible 
to escape. There Mas something grandly horrible 
in the sight. I am glad 1 have seen it once. Amidst 
all the«e tt'rrifyiug circunfstance.s, 1 endeavoured to 
compose niy mind. It wa.s not easy to do it; for all 
the .'.lories that 1 had heard of the dangerous sailing 
among the Hebrides, which is proverbial, came full 
upon jiiy recollection. When 1 thought of those 
who were dearest to me, and would suffer severely, 
should 1 be lost, 1 upbraided myself, as not having 
a sufficient cause for putting myself in such danger. 
Piety afforded me comfort; yet 1 was disturbed by 
tlic objections that have been made against a par¬ 
ticular providence, and by the arguments of those 
who maintaiu that it is in vain to hope that the pe¬ 
titions of an individual, or even of congregations, cait 
have any influence with the Deity; objections which 
* B 3 
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have been often made, and which Dr. Hawkes* 
worth (’) has lately revived, in his Preface to the 
Voyages to the South Seas; but Dr. Ogden’s excel* 
lent doctrine on the efficacy of intercession prevailed. 

It was half an hour after eleven before we set 
ourselves in the course for CoL As I saw them all 
busy doing something, 1 asked Col, with much 
earnestness, what I could do. He, with a happy 
readiness, put into my hand a rope, which was fixed 
to the top of one of the masts, and told me to hold 
it till he bade me pull. If 1 had considered the 
matter, I might have seen that this could not be of 
the least service; but his object was to keep me out 
of the way of those who were busy working the 
vessel, and at the same time to divert my fear, by 
employing me, and making me think that 1 was oi' 


f 1) The gtsncrfti dinapprobation with which the doctrines 
utmappily advanced hj Hawk^worUi in this preface were re- 
ceived^ deprived hinu** says the Biographical DicUonorVy **i}f 
l^aee of mind and of ^ itself,*' and Airs. Pioui says, (Antx- 
doUSf ^ 143.) ** Hawkesworthy the pious, the virtuous, and the 
wise, fhll a lafriented Hocfiflce to newspaper abuse and Mr* 
Malone, in a MS* note on that passage, in his copy of Pioszi s 
Anecdotes, (which Mr* Msrkland has been so go^ as to com¬ 
municate to me), states, that, after Hawkosworth had«pub- 
lished Cookes first voyage, he was attacked severely in the 
newspapers, by a writer who signed himself ji Christian^ for 
some tenets in that work, which so pmed on his that he 
put an end to his life by a large doae or opium*There is rea¬ 
son, however, to hope that these accounts—both of the public 
indignation, and of Dr* Hawkesworth's consequent distress of 
mind—wore exa^je^od ; for he was, between the publication 
of bis preface in Spring, 177% and )ub death in the Norember 
of die same year, elected ai>p^or ^tke East India Campantfi— 
a distinction which, if the accounts before-njentioned were true, 
it Is not likely that he should have either solicited or obtained* 
One is anxious to believe that a life like Ilawkeeworth's, spent 
In advocating the interests of morality and religion, was not so 
miserably clouded at its very close*—u 
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use. Thus did 1 stand firm to ray post> while the 
wind and rain boat upon me, always expecting a 
call to pull ray lope. 

The man with one eye steered; old M'Donald, 
and Col and his servant, lay upon the forecastle, 
looking sharp out for the harbour. It U'as necessor}’ 
to carry much cloth, as they termed it, that is to say, 
much sail, in order to keep the vessel off the shore 
V) Col. This made violent plunging in a rough sea. 
'>t last they spied the harbour of Lochiern, and Coi 
tilled, ** Thank God, wo are safe!” We ran up till 
tve were opposite to it, and soon afterwards we get 
inio it, aud cast anchor. 

jJr. Johnson had all tins time been quiet and un¬ 
concerned. He had Iran down on one of the beds, 
and having got free from sickness, was satisfied. 
The truth is, he knew notliing of the danger wo 
werem('); but, fearless and unconcerned, might 
have said, in the words Vrhicb be has chosen fur the 
motto to his Rambler,” 

“ Q.UO me runquo rapit Icmpestas, dc*feror (^) 

Ont:e, during the doubtful consultations, he asked 


f 1) He at least made light of it^ in his letters to Mn# Thnilc* 
Auer having been detained by stonna many days at Skiei we 
left it, as we thought, with a fair wind; but a violent gust, 
which Boswell had a great tnind to call a tempest, forced ua 
into Coif an obscure UlaM; on which —^ nullacampisarboraesti- 
v& rccreatur aurd.' voL u p. 167»»C-—^eir risque* 

in a sea full of islands* was very cmsiderables Indeed, the 
whole expedition was highly pcritouis considering 1;he season 
the year, the precaiious chance of getting sea-worthy boats, and 
the ignorance of the Hebrideans, who, notwithstanding thL 
opportunities, I may say the fucessitigt o{ their situation* ar% 
eery careless and unskilAil aailors.— Waltu Scott. 

(g) Foi os the tempest drives* I shape tny way."*—F saecis. 
• B 4 . 
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whither we were going; and upon being tuid that it 
was not certain whether to Mull or Col, he cried, 
“ Col for my money!" • I now went down, with Col 
and Mr. Simpson, to visit him. He was lying in 
philosophic tranquillity with a greyhound of CoF s 
at bis back, keeping him warm. Col is quite the 
Juvenis qui gaudet canihwt. He had, when we left 
Talisker, two greyhounds, two terriers, a pointer, 
and a large Newfoundland water-dog. He lost one 
of his terriers by the road, but had still five dogs 
with him. I was very ill, and very desirous to get 
to shore. When I was told that we could not land 
that nighV as the storm had now increased, I looked 
so miserably, as Col afterwards informed me, that 
what Shokspeare has made the Frenchman say of 
the English soldiers, when scantily dieted, Piteous 
they will look, like drowned mice!” might, 1 believe, 
have been well applied to me. There was in the 
harbour, before us, a Campbell-town vessel, the 
Betty, Kenneth Morison master, taking in kelp, and 
bound for Ireland. We sent our boat to beg beds 
for two gentlemen, and that the master would send 
his boat, which was lai^er than ours. He accord¬ 
ingly did so, and Col and I were accommodated, in 
his vessel till the morning. 

Monday, Oct 4<. — A^ut eight o’clock we went 
in the boat to Mr. Siippson’s vessel, and took in 
Dr. Johnson. He was quite well, though he had 
tasted nothing but a dish of tea since Saturday 
night On our expressing some surprise at this, he 
sud, th;^ ** when be lodged in the Temple, and had no 
regular system of life, he had fasted for two days at 
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a time) during wliich he had gone about vmting) 
though not at the hours of dinner or supper; that 
he had drunk tea, but eaten no bread; that this was 
no intentional fasting (')> but happened just in the 
course of a literary life.” 

There was a little miserable public-hou^ Close 
upon the shore, to wliich we should bave gone, had 
M’(> landed last nigiit: but this morning Col resolved 
L' take us directly to the house of Captain Laueb- 
I > M‘Lean, a descendant of his family, who had 
a'-'iuired a fortune in the East Indies, and token a 
f;srm in Col. We had about au English mile to go 
to it. Col and Joseph, and sonic others, ran to 
:-ome little horses, culled here skelHes, that’were 
running wild on a heath, and catched one of them. 
We had a saddle with us, which was clapped upon 
it, and a straw halter w’as put on its head. Dr. John¬ 
son was then mounted, and .Joseph very slowly and 
gravely led the hor-so. ’} said to Dr. Johnson, “1 
wish. Sir, the Club saw' you in this attitude.” (“) 

(J) Thin was )mihnbly the ^mc kind of vmnfeftHatUkl 
as thoi which suggested to him, at an anrHej ^HTiod, the aflbet • 
ing c^uthet impratu/us (anl^, Voh L p* 152 .)*—Waltkk Scott. 

( 2 ) This iniriou^ exhibition may, perhaps, remind some of my 
readers of tho ludlmnm }incw oTade, during Sir llohert WaJ- 

i cole’s administration (1741), op Air. Cvorgo (afterwards Lord) 
.vttciion, though Ihe figures of the two personages must be 
;slIow(*d to be very difTerent:— 

** BiJt who is th34 s$tr>de the pony, 

• So Ions, io lean, bO lank« m 1w>i]yt 

Dat he ae great or4u>r» Littletonj.**» Bp 

These linos are part of a song printed under a political caru 
cature print, levelled against Sir llobcrt Walpole, called The 
MiUiofh which r^esciirs a chariot drawn by six apirited horses, 
in and about which are the of the oppesidon of the day. 
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It was a very heavy raiD» and I was wot to the 
skin. Captain McLean had but a poor temporary 
house, or nither hut; however, it was a very good 
haven to us. There was a blazing peat hre, and 
Mrs. McLean, daughter of the minister of the pa¬ 
rish, got us tea. 1 felt still the motion of the sea. 
Dr. Jolinson said, it was not in the imagination, 
but a continuation of motion on the fluids, like that 
of the sea itself after the storm is over. 

There were some books on the board which serv¬ 
ed as a chimney-piece. Dr. Johnson took up “ Bur¬ 
net’s History of his own Times." . He said, The 
first part of it is one of the most entertaining books 
in the English language; it is quite dramatic: while 
he went about every where, saw every w'here, and 
heaid every where. By the first part, 1 mean so 
far as it appears that Burnet himself was actually 
engaged in what he was told; and tltis may be easily 
distinguished." Captain IVl'Lean censured Burnet, 
for his high praise of Lauderdale in a dedication, 
when he shows him in his history to have been so 
bad a man. Johnson. “ I do not think myself that 
a man should say in a dedication what he could 
not say in a history. However, allowance should be 
made; for there is a great difference. The known 
style of a dedication is flattery: it professes to flat¬ 
ter. There is the same difference between what 
a man says in a dedication, and what he says in a 

Lords Cheatsrfidd and Carteret, Duke of Argjrll, Mr. Sandjs, 
&c- >— Nieh. Ante. voU iv. p. 465. — See the lank figure of 
Lord Lyttelton in the ikMdi of the walk at Tonpridge, snt^, 
VoL 1. F. 81 S.—C. 
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history, as between a lawyer’s pleading a cause, and 
reporting it” 

The day passed away pleasantly enough. The 
wind became fair for Mull in the evening, and Mr. 
Simpson resolved to sail next morning; but having 
been thrown into the island of Col, we were unwilling 
to leave it unexarained, especially as we considered 
tliat the Campbelbtown vessel would sail for Mull in 
a day or two, and therefore we determined to stay. 

Tuesday, OcL S.—I rose, and wrote my Journal 
till about nme| and then went to Dr. Johnson, who 
sat up in be<l and talked and laughed. 1 said, it 
WHS curious to look back ten years, to the time 
when wc first thought of visiting the Hebrides. 
Huw distant and improbable the scheme then ap¬ 
peared I Yet here wc were actually among them. 
“ Sir," siud he, “ pcoyle may come to do any tUng 
almost, by talking of it. 1 really believe 1 could 
talk myself into building a house upon Island Isa, 
though 1 should probably never come, back agmn to 
see it. I could easily persuade Reynolds to do it; 
and there would be no great sin in persuading him 
to do it Sir, he would reason thus: < What will it 
cost me to be there once in two or three summers ? 
Why, perhaps, five hundred pounds; and what is 
thal, in comparison of having a fine retreat, to which 
a man can go, or to which he can send a friend?' 
He would never find out that he may have this 
within twenty miles of London. Then 1 would tell 
him, that he may mairy one of the Miss Macleods, 
a lady of great family. Sir, it is surprising, how 
people^will go to a distance, for what they may have 
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at home. I knew a lady (’) who came up from Liis. 
colnsliire to Knightsbridge with one of her daugh¬ 
ters, and gave five guineas a week for a lodging and 
a worm bath; that is, mere warm wat(!r. ThaU 
you know, could not be had in Lhitnlns/iire / She 
said, it was made either too hot or too cold there.” 

After breakfast, Dr. Johnson and I, and Joseph, 
mounted horses, and Cot and the ca])tain walked 
w’ith us about a short mile across the island. We 
paid a visit to the Uuv. Mr. Hector M^Deon. His 
parish consists of the islands of Col arnl Tyr-yi. He 
M'as about seventy-seven years of age, a decent ec¬ 
clesiastic, dressed in a full .suit of bla(‘k clothes, and 
a black wig. He appoarcdlikc a Dutch pastor, or one 
of the ** Assembitf of Dhn/us" at Westminster. Dr. 
Johnson observed to mo ai^erwavds, “that ho was a 
fine old man, and was as well dressed, and had as 
much dignity in his appearance, as the dean of a 
cathedral.” Wc were told'that he had a valiiuble 
library, though but poor aecommodation for it, being 
obliged to keep his books in larg€> chests. It was 
curious to sec him and Dr. Johnson together. Nei¬ 
ther of tliem hoard very distinctly ; so each of them 
talked in his own way, and at the same time. Mr. 
M'Lcan said, he had a confutation of Baylc, by 
Leibnitz. Johnson. “A confutation ofBayle, SirJ 
What part of Baylo do you mean ? The greatest 
part of his writings is not confutable : it is histori¬ 
cal and critical.” Mr. M‘Lcan said, “ the irreligious 
part ;" and proceeded to talk of Leibnitz's contro- 

(}) Mn. Langton^tbe mother of his 
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vfrsy with Clarke, calling Leibnitz a great man. 
JoirNSOK. “ Wljy, Sir, Leibnitz persiRtod in affinn- 
ing that Newtun oaiI(?d Rpacc senxorium nwninis, 
notiritiiRtandiiig Jie was corrected, and desired to 
ob-erve that Newtem’s words were QUASI semo- 
riiiin ‘nuniiitin. No, Sir; Leibnitz was as paltry a 
1.1!- n as I know. Out of respect to Queen Caro- 
mUu paivoiiised him, Clarke treated him too 

V ■ 11.” 

Durinplhf iim(‘ that Dr.-Tohn-son Mas thus going 
'-r,, tlie old iiiiriistec m suindbig nilh Ids back to 
’ .0 lin*. (■re^^!^g u)nTeel, pulling doM’n the front of 
he- periMia, .ind talking wlr^t a great man Leibnitz 
was*. To gi^ e an idea of the scene M imld require u 
page with tM’o eolumn«; but it ought rather to be re- 
prrscnteil by two good piayers. The old gentleaTAair. 
Kiid, Clarke was \eiy uieked, for going so much 
into the y\riaM >ystein. “ I will not say he was 
wicl>'d,* suul ])r. J hnson; ho might be mista¬ 
ken.' M’Lr. i.N. ‘‘lie Mas wicked, to shut his eyes 
Jig liiist tile .^'Tiptures; audMorthy men in England 
■>a V. siuce coni'; ted him to all int mts and purposes.” 
.loiisKON. “1 knov not who has confuted him to 
all interitK and purj/osen.'’ Here again there was a 
double talking, each continuing t'^ maintain bis own 
arguinent, M ithout hearing exactly what the other 
said. 

1 regretted that Dr. Johnson did not practise the. 
art of accommodating himself to different sorts of 
people. Had he been softer \rith this renerable old 
man, we might have had more conversation; but his 
forcible spirit, and impetuosity of manner, may be 
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sud to apare neither 6cx nor age. (') 1 have seen 
even Mrs. Thrale stunned; but I have often main* 
tained, that it is better he should retain his own 
manner. Fliability of address 1 conceive to be in¬ 
consistent with that majestic power of mind ivliich 
he possesses, and which produces such noble effects. 
A lofty oak will not bend like a supple willow. 

He told me afterwards, he liked finnness in an 
old man, and was pleased to sec Mr. M‘Lean so or¬ 
thodox. “ At his age, it is too late for a man to be 
asking himself questions as to his belief.” 

We rode to the northern part of the island, where 
we saw the mins of a church or chapel. We tlten 
proceeded to a place called Grissipol, or the rough 
pool. 

At Grissipol We found a good farm-liouse, be¬ 
longing to the Laird of Col. and possessed by Mr. 
M‘Sweyn. On the beach here there is a singular 
variety of curious stones. X picked up ouc very like 
a small cucumber. By the by, Dr. Johnson told 
me, that Gay's line in the “ Beggar’s Opera,” “ As 
mm should serve a cucumber,” &c. (^), has no 
waggish meaning, with reference to men flinging 
away cucumbers as too cooling, which some have 
thought; for it has been a common saying of phy¬ 
sicians in Englatid, that a cucumber should be well 

(1) If Dr. Johnson had not been in the habit of reading the 
Journal^ w€ should^ instead of thin rvmorastrance aimed indirectly 
at hiniy have here bad the details of the harshness which Bos* 
web regrets, and which roust har^ been pretty severe to remind 
BofweU that his violence ** spared neither agd nor sex«*'-^Ca 

(S) wonder aoj imsd alive thouM ettt rear a daughter; 

For whoa abe** droaaM with care and eoat» all temptiof, Sue, and gav 

Ai men abould lOtve a oucumber, ahe dlngi beredf awa^,”] 



£t«t. 64. 


GRISSIPOL. 


15 


sliced, and dresaed with pepper and vinegar, and 
Uien thrown out, as good for nothing. Mr.M'Sweyn’s 
predecessors had been in Sky from a very remote 
period, upon the estate belonging to Macleod; pro- 
hably before Macleod bad it. The name is cer- 
fmnly Norwegian ('), from Sueno, King of Norway. 
Tlie present Mr. M‘Sweyn left Sky upon the late 
Macieod's raising his rents. He then got this farm 
fr.nu Col. 

i le appeared to 1>e near fourscore; but looked a.s 
fr.M.h, and was as strong as a man of fifty. His son 
H ugh looked older; and, as Dr. Johnson observed, 
had more the manners of an old man than he. 1 
riad oft<m heard of such instances, but never s&w 
one before. Mrs. M‘Sweyn was a decent old gen¬ 
tlewoman. She was dressed in tartan, and could 
speak nothing but Erse. She said, sbe taught Sir 
James McDonald Erse, and would teach me soon. 
1 could now sing a verse of the song ffatyin 
foameH(^^\ made lii honour of Allan, the famous 

(1) M'Swyne has an awkward sound, but th^ name is held 
In be (if high antiquity, both in the Hebrides and the north of 
Ireland.— .-Walter Scon. 

(2) Halyin Jbam{seeanti, Vol.IV. p.l7S.). Aveiypopular 

air in the Hebrides, written to the praise and glory of Allan 
Muidartacb, or Allan of Muidart,, a chief of the Clanranald 
family. The following is a translation of it by a fair friend of 
mine [the late Margaret Maclean Clcphane, Marebiemess ot 
Northampton]:_ 

“ Come, here 1 a pledge to young and dd, 

We qusruie Hood-red wine; 

A health to Allan Uuidart bold, 

Tlie daarcet love of mine, 

Cuvats. ** Alonf, alonf, then baste along. 

For here no more IV st^r; 

1 *U braid and Mad ny irtessa lo.i|; 

And e*et the lilUi away. 
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captain of Clonranald, whJ fcU at Sherrif-muir; 
whose servant, who lay on the field ^’atching his 
master's dead body, being asked next day who that 
was, answered, “ He was a man yesterday.” 

We were entertained here M'ith a primitive hearti* 
lu'ss. Whisky was served round in a shell, according 
tu tlie ancient Highland custom. Dr. Johnson tv.mld 
not partake of it; but, being desirous to do honour 
to the modes ** of other times,” drank some water 
out of the shell. 

In the forenoon Dr. Johnson said, “ it would re> 
fjuire great resignation to live in one of these 
islands.” Boswell. '*I don’t know, Sir; I have 
felt myself at times in a state of almost mere piiysical 
existence, satisfied to eat, drink, and sleep, and walk 
about, and enjoy iny own thoughts; arid I can figure 
a continuation of this.” Johnson. “ Ay, Sir; but 
if you were shut up bore, your own tlioughts would 

I 


When wnvet blci« Kurly off the itranO, 

And nunc the btrk may ideer» 

1 He gruh of ADan'if ftruoK hand 
CoiD|»dA her home lo veer. 

* Alongt along, 

% 

*' And when to old Kilphedar*caiiie 
^uch troupe of dameeli gay; 

Say, came they there for AUan'i fame, 

Or catno they there to pnj^ 

AlMg, along, te 

And when theac damee of beauty rare 
Were danctog in the hall, ' 

<)ft tfome were geim and jcwdi rare. 

And cambric colft on iJL 

^ Along, alna^ then haatc away, 

For here no nwwe we 'il lUy; 

I *11 brawl and bind my tmace long, 

And o*er thobiUi away/'-* Bomr. 


* 8t Petarl churon tu Sky.«C 
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torment ^ou: you would think of Edinburgh or of 
London, and tl^t you could not be there." 

We set out after dinner for Breacacha, the 
family seat of the Laird of Col, accompanied by the 
young laird, who had now got a horse, and by the 
younger Mr. M^Sweyn, whose wife had gone thither 
before us, to prepare every thing for our reception, 

being absent at Aberdeen. 
Ii is called Breacacha, or the Spotted Field, because 
i>! summer it is enamelled with clover and daisies, 
Zf young Col told me. We passed by a place 
wh'uw there is a very large stone, 1 may call it a 
rack/ “a vast weight for Ajax.” (*) The tradition 

that a giant threw such another stone at his 
mistress, up to the top of a bill, at a small distance; 
and that she, in return, threw this mass down to 
him. It was all in sport. 

" Malo me petit lasciv* puella.* 

As we advanced, wc came to a laigc extent of 
plmn ground. 1 had not^en such a place for a 
long time. Col and I took a gallop upon it by 
way of race. It was very refreshing to me, after 
having been so long taking short steps in hilly coun¬ 
tries. It was like stretching a man’s legs after 
being cramped in a short bed. We also passed 
close by a i^e extent of sand-hills, near two miles 
square. Dr. Johnson said, ** he never had the 
image before. It was horrible, if barrenness and 
danger could be so.” I heard hun, after we were in 

d) ** When AJftt itnwm lo&era|ht to 
TW liae too teboufti and vordft aovt 

VOL. V. C 


the Laird and his family 
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th« house of Breacacha, repeating to himself, as he 
walked about the room, 

** Ab4 iDQother'd in the d\wty wbirlwio^ 

Probably he had been thinking of the whole of the 
‘iimile in Cato, of which that is the concluding line; 
the sandy desert bad struck him so strongly. The 
sand has of late been blown over a good deal of 
meadow; and the people of the island say, that 
their fathers remembered much of the space which 
is now covered with sand to have been under tillage. 
Cofi house is situated on a bay called Breacacha 
Bay. We found here a neat new-built gentleman's 
house, better than any we had been in since we 
Were at Lord Errol’s. Dr. .Tohnson relished it 
much at first, but soon remarked to me, that “ there 
was nothing l)ecoming a chief(*) about it: it was a 
mere tradesman’s box.” He seemed quite at home, 
and no longer found any difficulty in using the 
Highland address; for ^ soon as we arriv^, be 
said, with a spirited familiarity, “Now, Co/, if you 
could get us a dish of tea.” Dr. Johnson and I 
had each an excellent bedchamber. We had a dis¬ 
pute which of UB bad the best curtains. His were 
rather the best, being of linen; but I insisted that 
my bed had the best posts, which was undeniable. 
“Well,” said he, “if you hitve the best posts, we 
wUl have you ried to them and whipped.” I men¬ 
tion this slight circumstance, only to show how 


(\) Co^ s^ntlenuD of ^ded e^te, could bardlf 


be called a cAief/ and it was aMorad^ _^__ 

suit the oharactar of Us ho u aa le tlia state and tteies in which 
he lived.—C. 
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read;- he ii^ even in mere trifle^ to get the better 
of hia antagODist) by placing hiA’ in a kidicroua 
view. 1 haveknownh^ sometimea use the same 
art» when hard pressed in serious disput^ion. 
Goldsmith, I remember*, to retidiate for many a 
severe defeat which he has suffered from him, 
Applied to him a lively saying in <me of Cibber’s 
comedies, which pats thin part of his character in a 
str<Mig light — “ There is no arguing with Johnson; 
for if hia pistol misses fire, he knocks you down 
wiiii the butt end of it” 

H'ednesdayi Oct, 6> ~ After a sufficiency of 
sle<ip, wc assembled at breakfast. We were just as 
if xTx iiarracks. Every body was master. We went 
and viewed the old castle of Col, which is not far 
from the present house, near the shore, and founded 
on a rock. It has never been s large feudal re¬ 
sidence, and has nothing shout it that requires a 
particular descriptiou. Like other old inconvenient 
buildings of the same ag£, it exemplified Gray’s 
picturesque lines, 

Hugc(^) windows that exclude the lights 
And pa aaa g cs that lead to nothing.*' 

It may, however, be wor^ mentioning, that on- 
the second story we saw a vault which was, and still 
is, the family prison. There was a woman put into 
it by the Laird, for theft, within these ten years; 
and any offender would be confined there yet; for. 
from the necessity of the thing, as the island Is re¬ 
mote from any power established by law, the Laird 
must exercise his jurisdiction to a certain degree. 

c 2 
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W« veie BhowD, in a comer of Uiis vault, a bole,' 
into 'which Col sud greater criminals used to be puL 
It was now filled up with rubbish of different kinds. 
He said, it was of a great depth. " Ay,” said Dr. 
Johnson, smiling, “ all such places that are JiU^ rep 
were of a great depth.” He isvery quick in showing 
that he does not ^ve credit to careless or exagger¬ 
ated accounts of things. After seeing the castle, w*c 
looked at a small hut near it It is called Teigh 
Frwochichy i.e. the Frenchman’s House. Col could 
not tell us the history of it A poor man with a 
wife and children now lived in it We went into it 
and Dr. Johnson gave them some charity. There 
was but one bed for all the family, and the hut was 
very smoky. When he came out be said to roc, 
“ Et hoe secundum untentiam philosophorum est 
esse beatus." Bosweli.. ** The philosophers, when 
they placed happiness in a cottage, supposed clean¬ 
liness and no smoke.” .Johnson. ** Sir, they did 
not think about either.** 

We walked a little in the Laird’s garden, in which 
endeavours have been used to rear some trees; but 
as soon as they got above the surrounding wall, they 
died. Dr. Johnson recommended sowing the seeds 
of hardy trees, instead of planting. 

Col and I rode out this morning, and viewed a 
part of the island. In the coarse of our ride, we 
saw a turnip-field, which be had hoed with his own 
hands. He first introduced this kind of husbandry 
into the Western Islands. We also looked at an 
appearance of lead, which seemed very promising 
It has been long known; for I found letters to t^ 
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late laird» fh)ia Sir John Areskine and Sir Alexander 
Murray, reBpecting it. 

After dinner canfe Mr. M<Lean, of Comeck, bro* 
tbev to Jsl6-<^-Muckt who is a cadet of the family of 
CoL He possessee the two ends of Col» which belong 
to the Duke of Aigyll. Cometh had lately taken a 
lease of ihem at a very advanced rent, rather than 
let the; Campbells get a footing in the island, one of 
wiium had offered nearly as much as he. Dr. John¬ 
son > weD observed, that “ landlords err much when 
till y calculate merely what their land may yield. 
Tb( rent must be in a proportionate ratio of what 
the land may yield, and of the power of the tenant 
to make it yield. A tenant cannot make by his 
land, but according to the com and cattle which he 
has. Suppose you should give him twice as much 
land as he has, it does him no good, unless he gets 
also more stock. It is clear then, that the Highland 

landlords, who let their Substantial tenants leave 

# 

them, are infatuated; for the poor small tenants 
cannot give them good rente, from the very nature 
of things. They have not the means of raising more 
from their iarms.** Comeck, Dr. Johnson said, was 
the most distinct man that he had met with in these 
isles; he did not shut bis eyes, or put his finger in 
his ears, which he seemed to think was a good deal 
the mode with most of the people whom tee have- 
seen of late. 

Thursday, Oet. 7« ~ Captain M'Lean joined us 
tins morning at breakfast. Hiere came on a dread- 
Ail storm of wind and rain, which continued all day, 
and rather increased at night The wind was di 

o S 
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rectlj our getting to MnlL We were in a 

strange state of abstraction from tiie world: we could 
neither hear from our friends,* nor write to them. 
Col had brought Daille ** on the Fathers,” Lucas 
«on Ha{)pine8s,*’ and Mosc’s ** Dialogues,'' from 
the Rev. Mr. McLean’s, and Burnet's ** History of 
his Own Times ” from Captain McLean’s; and he 
had of his own aome books of fanning, and Gre> 
gory*8 ** Geometry.” Dr. Johnson read a good de^ 
of Burnet, and of Gregory, and I observed he made 
some geometric notes in the end of his pocket* 
book. I read a little of Yonng’s “Six Weeks’ 
Tour through the Southern Countses,” and Ovid*! 
** Epistles,” which 1 had bought at Icvenieif, and 
which helped to solace many a weary hour. 

We were to have gone with Dr. Johnson this 
morning to see the mine, but were prevented by the 
stonn. While it was raging, he smd, We may be 
glad we are not daamati' ad vuiaUa'' ) 

Friday^ Od, 8. — Dr. Johuson speared to-day 
very weary of our present confined sitiaBtion. Ue 
said, “ I want to be on the mmn land, and go on 
with existence. This is a waste of life.” 

I shall here insert, without regard to chrooidogy, 
some of his eonveraation ct different times. 

** There wne a man some time ago, who was well 
received for two years, among the gentlemen of 
Northamptonshire, by calling himself my brother. 
At last he grew so impudent, as by his ipflnftnnA to 
get tenants turned out of their farms. Allen the 
printer, who is of tiiat county, name to me, asking, 

(1) Comi m nd to tiu ww<wi.^C. 
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with tnadi appear&Bce of doubtfulaeM, if 1 had a 
brother; and upon being assured 1 had none alive, 
he told me of the impositioa, and immediately wrote 
to Ihe country, and the fellow was disBUssed. It 
pleased me to hear tiiat so much was got by using 
my name. It is not every name that can carry 
double; do both for a maa’s seif and his brother 
Claughing). 1 should be glad to see the fellow. 
However, I oould have done nothing against him. 
A man uan have no redress for his name being 
tux'd, or riulculouB stories being told of him in the 
n<'.wspap(!rs, except he can show that he has suffered 
damage. Some years ago a foolish piece was pub* 
iished, said to be written * by S. Johnson.’ Some 
of my friends wanted me to be very angry about 
tills. 1 said, it would be in vain; for the answer 
would be, * S. Johnson may be Simon Johnson, or 
Simeon Johnson, or Solomon Johnsonand even if 
the full name, Samuel Johnson, had been used, it 
might be said, * k is not you; it is a much Severer 
feilow.’(<) 

** Beauderir, and I, and Langton, and Lady Syd¬ 
ney Beauclerk, mother to our friend, were one day 
driving in a coach by Cuper's Gardens (^), which 
were then nnoecupie^ I, m sport, proposed that 
Beaueleric, and Langton, and myedf should take 


(]) ISie eccautric sutfaor of ** Bnrlo Thnimbo " wh onned 
Samtui Jokrutm. Be wu origizielly a daadng txnister, but 
went on the eti^ idiae bis ectiDg was as e Hra t agan t as Ms 
■pieces, lie a£d in tbie rmy jeer, 177a «ud was piobably 
one of the paseoas wboee death is aUudad to, ITth April) 
1778.—C. 


(S) An inferior place of popular amusement, over the site of 
triUw the southern approx to Waterioo-bridge tww passes 


—C 
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them; and we amused oorsdres with scheming how 
we should all do our parts. Lady Sydney grew 
angry, and said, * an old man should not put sudi 
things in young people's beads.’ She hod no notion 
of a joke, Sir; had come late into life, and had a 


mighty unpliable understanding. (') 

** Carte’s * Life of the Duke of Ormond' is con* 


sidered as a book of authority; but it is illtwritten. 
The matter is diffused in too many words; there is 
no animation, no compression, no vigour. Two 
good volumes in duodecimo might be made out of 
the two in folio.” 


Talking of our confinement here, I observed, 
that our discontent and impatience could not be con¬ 
sidered as very unreasonable ; for that we were just 
in the state of which Seneca complains so grievously, 
while in exile in Corsica. “ Yes," said Dr. John¬ 
son ; and he was not farther from home than we 


are." The truth is, he was much nearer.(2) 

There was a good deal of rain to-day, and the 
wind was still contrary. Comtek attended me, 
while I amused myself in examining a collection of 
papers belonging to the family of CoL The first 
lurd was a younger son of the chieftain M*Leaz^ and 
got the middle part of Col f<v his patrimony. Dr. 
Johnson having given a very particular account (*) 


(1) dAUfffater of ThesiMS Korriii Etq. of in 

Lftnctihif^ mtamm Lord Sydney in 1706»—0. 


Condcft io iboutone hundred end fifty niilee from Homes 
Cd le from London upwirde of fbor hundred*—Ca 


<(S) Johnoon'e eecount is m follows: — 

^ Veryemr thehooiSQriliolMn itsnilithecaitlssfCol.whld^ wisthe 
nsfuiso of ibelnird ttU the bouts was tafii On the wall wsi, M 
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of the connection between this family and a branch 
of the funily of CameronS) called M'Lonich, I shall 
only insert the following document (which I found 
in Col’a cabinet), as a proof of its continuance, 
even to a late period: — 

To the Laird of Coi. 

*' Strone, lltfa March, 1797. 

'* Dbar SiR,-~The long-standing tract of Arm af¬ 
fectionate friendship 'twixt your worthy predecessors 
ai:'l ours affords us such assurance, as that we may 
bc\e full relyance on your favour and undoubted friend¬ 
ship, in recommending the bearer, Ewen Cameron, our 
cousin, son to the deceast Dugall M'ConniU of Inner- 
mailHe, sometime in Glenpean, to your favour and con¬ 
duct, who is a man of undoubted honesty and discretion, 
only that he has the misfortune of bring elledged to 
have been accessory to the killing of one of M^Mar- 
tin's family about fourteen years ago, upon which al- 
ledgeancc the M'Martins are now so sanguine on re. 


aU but the kifvr.' Thii U an old Hiahlarkd treatf made upon • ?ery 
nemnteble occasion. Maclm, the ion of John Grrvei Tone of ttie ancient 
Uknb]. who recovered C<d» and coonuered Bam. had obtaineds H iv mid. 
from ilanei It, a grant of the laiin# of Locbicl, forfeited, 1 nippoee. hy 
eome nflbnce againit the itate.—FortbUed eitatfi were not in thoee uya 
AueUy rviignedi Madean, went with an armed foree to aeiae 

hk newjxwiewiona, and, I know Aiit for what ream took hie wifk with 
falm I1ie Cameroui rote in defknoe of their ebi^ and a battie wai ibuiht 


at head of Loch Nee#, near the piece where Port Auguttni now iUDda. 
in which obtained ^e vkiorv, and MaOean, with hli Miower^ 


in which Lochim obtained the vwtorv, and Maclean, witb hii foliowerH 
wa* dett*ated and deetroyed The ladv rdJ Into the bandi of the oonquerort, 
and bdne found pregiuat wm placaa in the cuMody of Ifadoniub^ one of n 
tribeor 
to detti 

diild Kk^iee, had a giri about the tame time at which l^dy VadMD 
brought a boy, and KacJOnM, with more generntity to hit anaa than 
fidelity to h U trun, eootri ved wattbeobUd ran ihould be dmgM. Maclm 
belnf tbui praeerved from death, in time recovered hli original patrimeoys 
and, in grabtude to hU Mend, made bii eaatle a piaee or refuge to any of 
the elan that ihould think hlnwalf In danger ^ ana^aeapro^orreripcecal 
mfidenee, Maclean took am htamfeif andMaaoMarkrtbaernttfedfe 
arttog the ndr of Marlwiinhi WotiUt aeL viii 



LZn or JQRKSON. 


1773. 


C6 

Tengfng, liM diey sre fiiUy nesoSvet for dcftfirttun 
of ^ life; to the prerMiting of which you are relycd 
on by us^ u the only fit inatninieiitj and a moat capable 
person. Therefore your fovoor and protection is ex¬ 
pected and intreated, during his good behaviour; and 
failing of which bcbavioor, yoa ^1 please to use him as 
8 most insignificant person deserves.—Sir, he had, 
upon die aUedgeance foresaid, been transported, at 
Lochiel's desire, to France, to gratify the M'Martins, 
and, upon his return home, about five years ago, mar¬ 
ried. But now he is so much threatened by the 
M'Martins, that be is not secure enough to stay when 
tie is, being Ardnrarchan, which occasions dtis trouble 
to you. Vnsbing prosperity and happiness to attend 
still yourself, worthy lady, and good family, we are, in 
the most afihctionate manner, dear Sir, your most 
obliged, affectionate, and most humble servants, 

DugaB Cameron, of Siront, 

IhigoB Cameron, of Barr. 

Dugali Cameron, qf InverigJtvouiUine. 
Dtigall Cameron, of Invinvalio." 

Eu'en Cameron u>a» protected, and bis son has now 
a farm from the Laird of Col, in Mull. 

The family of Col was very loyal in the time of 
the great Montrose (‘), from whom 1 found two 
letters in his own handwriting. The first is as 
follows 4 * 

" For mg very loving Friend, the Laird of CoaU. 

^ Stretheame, SOth Jsa. 164& 

“ Sa,—1 must heartily thank ytm for all your will¬ 
ingness and good auction to his M^esty's service, and 
jMrdcohtrly foe sending «loBgs of your son, to sfoo I 
wUllwave aac particular te^ee^ iu^eing also that you 
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will «tall continue ane goods natremeat for ad« 
FMieeiDg tber of tke Jung’s oervioe^ for winch, uid all 
par fonner lo^al carriages, be con6dent ]rou ^all find 
the effects of his ma’s favour, as thej can be witnessed 
jou by your very faithful fnende, Montbosb.** 

The other ia, 

JV the LaSr4 ef CeL 

“ Petty, ITtb April, l64& 

** Sin,—Having occasion to write to your fields, I 
cannot be forgetful of your wiUingneas rad goeda& 
iection to his hlsyesty’s servioe. 1 aoltnowledge to you, 
and thank you ^artUy ibr it, aasurii^ in what 
lies in my power, you ^all find the goo^ Meanwhile, 
I shall expect that you wilt continue your loyal en¬ 
deavours, in wishing those slack people that are about 
you, to appear more obedient than they do, and loyal in 
their prince's service; whereby 1 assure yon, you dtaU 
find me ever yottr faithfiil friend, MMrraoeB.''^^) 

I found Bomo. uncouth lines on the death of the 
present laird’s father, entitled ** Nature's Elegy upon 
the Death of Donald Madean of CoL** Thej are 
nul worth insertion. I shall only pve what is called 
hui Epitaph, which Dr. Johnson said wu not so 
very 1^,” 

« Nature’s nunion, Virtue’s wonder. 

Art’s corrective here lyes under,* 

I asked, what « Art’s corrective" meant “‘Why, 
Sir," smd he, “ that the laird was so exquitite, that 
hu set Art right, when she was wrong." 

1 found several letters to the late Coi, from my 

( 1 ) It is observable, that men d die first rank i^t very ill 
in the last centniy. 1» the fira Asm iMtuts 1 have pre. 
aerred the original 
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father*8 old companion at Paris, Sir Hector M‘Lean, 
one of which was written at the time of settling the 
colony in Georgia. It dissuades Col from letting 
people go there, and assures him there will soon be 
an opportunity of employing them better at home.(^) 
Hence it appears that emigration from the High* 
lands, though not in such numbers at a time as of 
late, has always been practised. I)r. Johnson ob- 
serred, that ** The laird^ instead of improving their 
country, diminished their people.” 

There are several districts of sandy desert in CoL 
Tliere are forty-eight lochs of fresh water; but 
many of them are very small—mere pools. About 
one half of them, however, have trout and eeL 
There is a great number of horses in the island, 
mostly of a small size. Being overstocked, they 
sell some in Tir-yi, and on tlie main land. Their 
black cattle, which are chiefly rough-haired, are 
reckoned remarkably good. The climate being 
very mild in winter, they never put their beasts in 
any house. The lakes are never frozen so as to 
bear a man ; and snow never lies above a few hourb 
They have a good many sheep, which they eat 
mostly themselves, and sell but a few. They have 
goats in several places. There are no foxes; no 
serpents, toads, or frogs, nor any venomous creature. 
They have otters and mice here; but had no rats 
till lately that an American vessel brought theim 
There k a rabbit-warren on tiie north-east oS the 
island, belonging to the Duke of Argyie. Young 

obvioudf mftUB in eipsctstlon of tht vebelUon 
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Col intends to get some hares, of which there are 
none at present. There are no black-cock, muir- 
fowl, nor partridges; but there are snipe, wild-duck, 
wUd-geesc, and swans, in winter; wild-pigcons, 
plover, and great numbers of staiiings; of which I 
shot some, and found them pretty good eating. 
Woodcocks come hither, though there is not a tree 
upon the island. There are ho rivers in Col; but 
only some brooks, in which there is a great variety 
o)' fish. In the whole island there are but three 
hills, and none of them considerable, for a High¬ 
land country. The people are very industrioua. 
Bvery man can tan. They get oak, and birch-bark, 
and lime, from the mmn land. Some have pits; 
but they commonly, use tubs. 1 saw brogues very 
well tanned; and every man can make them. They 
all make candles of the tallow of their beasts, both 
moulded and dipped; and they all make oil of the 
livers of fish. The littlefiab called cuddies produce 
a great deal. They sell some oil out of the island, 
and they use it much for light in their houses, in 
little iron lamps, most of which they have from 
England; but of late their own blacksmith makes 
them. He is a good workman; but he has no em¬ 
ployment in shoeing horses, for they all go unshod 
here, except some of a better kind belonging to 
young Col, which were now in MulL There are 
two carpenters in Col; but most of the inhabitants 
can do something as boat-carpenters. They can all 
dye. Heath is used for yellow; and for red,- a moss 
which grows on stones. They make broad-doth, 
and tartan, and linen, of their own wool and flax, 
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saffiaent for their own use; as also stockings. 
Their boimets come from the main land. Hard¬ 
ware and several small articles are brought anouallj 
from Greenock, and sold in the only shop in the 
island, which is kept near the house, or ratbfir hut, 
used for public worship, there being no church in 
the island. The inhabitants of Col ha:i'e increased 
considerably within these thirty years,' as appears 
Arom the parish registers. There are but throe con¬ 
siderable tacksmen on Cofs part of the island : the 
rest is let to small tenants, some of whom ])ay so low a 
rent as four, three, or even two guineas. The highest 
is seven pounds, paid by a farmer, whose son goes 
yearly on foot to Aberdeen for education, and in 
summer returns, and acts as a schoolmaster in Col. 


Dr. Johnson said, There is som^hiog nobio in a 
young man’s walking two hundred miles aud back 
again every year for the sake of learning.*' 

This day a number of people came to Coly with 
complaints of each other's trespasses. Comaiky i 
prevent their beings troublesome, told them that the 
lawyer from Edinburgh was here, and if they did 
not agree, he would take them to task. They were 
alarmed at this; said, they bad never been used to 
go to law, and hoped Co/ would settle matters bun- 
self. In the evening CorTteck left ua. 



CHAPTER II. 


Col. — Blnihtim. —« Tonant* and Landiord*.-^ L<mdon 
aixl Pfkin.'^SnperttitionM.-^Coarie Monnera.^ 
hiiaile not noceaaary to DeapatdL — Oaia. -^MulU — 
.hldiiton. — French Ana. — Racine. — ComeUk. — 
ifoliere. — Fenelon.—^ Voltaire.-^Boaauet.—~Mae-. 
...ilon, — Raurdahue. —A Printing Houae. — Erae 
Poetry. — Muaxc. — Reception of TVaoc/fer*. — 
Spence. — Miaa Maclean. Account of Mull. ~ 
VhM. — Second Sight. — Mercheta Mulierum. —• 
Inch-Kennetli. >S’tr Afoc/ean. — Sunday 

Reading. — I>r. Ctmipltell. — Drinking. — Veraea 
on Inch.Kenneti*. — Young Cota good Qua^(£t«#. 
Solander. .—Burke. J(dnuton’a Intrepidity. Sin^ 
gular Cuatoma.-.- French Credulity. 

Saturdayi Oct. 9.—As, in our present coniine* 
ment, any thio^ that had even the name of 
curiors was an object of attention, I proposed that 
Col should show me the great stone, mentioned in 
a fornier page, as having been thrown by a giant to 
the top of a mountain. Dr. Johnson, who did not 
like to be left alone, said he would accompany us 
as far as riding was practicable. We ascended 
a part of the hill on horseback, and Col and 1 
;craTubIed up the rest. A servant held our horses, 
ind Dr. Jcdinson placed himself on the ground, 
vith his back against a large ftag^uent of rock. 
Che wind being high, he let down the cocks of Ids 
lat, and tied it with his handkerchief under his chin. 
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While ih were employed in examining the stone, 
which did not repay our trouble in getting to it, he 
amused himself with reading ** Gataker on Lots 
and on the Christian Watch,” a very learned book, 
of the last age, which had been found in the garret 
of Col 's house, and which he said was a treasure 
here. When we descried him from above, be had 
a most eremitical appearance; and on our return 
told us, he had been so much engaged by Ga^^ 
ker ('), that he had never missed us. His avid^" 
for variety of books, while wc were in Col, was fre* 
quently expressed; and he often complained that so 
few were within his reach. Upon which I observed 
to him, it was strange he should complain of want of 
books, when he could at any time make such good 
ones. 

We next proceeded to the lead mine. In our 
way we came to a strand of some extent, where 
we were glad to take a g&Uop, in which my learned 
friend joined with great alacrity. Dr. Johnson, 
mounted on a large bay marc without shoes, and 
followed by a foal, which had some difficulty in 
keeping up with him, was a singular spectacle. 

After examining the mine, we returned through a 
very uncouth district, full of sand-hills; down which, 
though apparent precipices, our horses carried ii« 
with safety, the sand always gently sliding away 
from their feet. Vestiges of houses were pointed 
out to us, which Colt and rivo others who had 
joined ns, asserted had been overwhelmed irith sand 

f 1 ) [Thomas Gatato, a learned dhine ind crMe. was bon b. 
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Wuwn over tlicm. But, on going close to one nt’ 
them. Dr. Johnson showed the absurdity of the 
notion, by remarking, tlmt “ it was e^^deDtly only a 
house abandoned, Oic stoues of which had been 
taken a^vay for otlier purposes; for the large stones, 
ivhich form the lower part of the walls, were still 
standing higher than the sand. If were not 
bl 'Wn over, it was clear nothing higher tlian they 
C' lid be blown over.” This was quite convincing 
to :ne ; but it made not the least impression on Col 
and the others, who were not to be argued out of a 
Highland tradition. 

Wc di<l not sit down to dinner till between six 
and so-veu. We lived plontirnlly here, and had a 
true welcome. In such a season, good firing was 
of no small importance. The peats wore excellent, 
and burned cheerfully. Those at Dunregati, which 
were damp, Dr. Johnson called a sullen fuel.” 
Here a Scottish phrase was singularly applied to hhn. 
One of the company having remarked that he had 
gone out on a stormy evening, and brought in a 
supply of peats from the stock, old Mr. M^Sweyn 
said, ** that was main honest!" 

Blenheim being occasionally mentioned, he told 
me he had never seen it: he had not gone formerly; 
and he would not go, now, just as a common spec- 
tatqr, for his money: he would not put it in the 
power of some man about the Duke of Marlborough 
to say, “ Johnson was here; I knew him, but 1 
took no notice of him." He said, be should bo 
very glad to sec it, if properly invited,^ which in all 
probability would never be case, as it was not. 

VOL. .D 
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worth his while to seek for it I observed, that he 
might be easily introduced there by a common 
friend of ours (^), nearly related to the Duke. He 
answered, with an uncommon attention to delicacy 
of feeling, “ 1 doubt whether our friend be on 
such a footing with the Duke as to carry any body 
there; and I would not give him the uneasiness of 
seeing that 1 knew he was not, or even of being 
himself reminded of it" 

Su7tday, OcU 10.— There was this day the roost 
terriUc storm of wind and rain that I ever re¬ 
member. It made such awful impression on us 
all, as to produce, for sonic time, a kind of dismrl 
quietness in the house. Thu day was pas'ied with¬ 
out much conversation: only, upon my observing 
that there must be something bad in a man's mind, 
who du^s not like to give leases to his tenants, but 
wishes to keep them in a perpetual wretched de¬ 
pendence on his will. Dr. Johnson said, You are 
right: it is a man’s duty to extend comfort and 
security among as many people as he can. He 
should not wish to have his tenants mere ephernera^ 
mere beings of an hour.** Boswell. “ But, Sir, if 
they have leases, is there not some danger that they 
may grow insolent? I remember you yourself once 
told me, an English tenant was so independent, that, 
if provoked, he would Uirmo his rent at his landlord." 
Johnson. “ Depend upon it. Sir, it is the landlord’s 
qwn fault, if it is thrown at him. A man may 

(l) Mr. Beauelerk, wbo had tnarried the Duke’a siBter, but 
imder circum^tancet which might well justify Jofainson's sus¬ 
picion that he might not be on the most satisfaetojy tenm with 
Me Ora0e««-8oe ont^i Vo). Ill. p. 
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always ke^p liis tenants in dependence enough, 
tiiougb they have Ica'^cs. He mest be a good 
tenant inde<id, u-bo wdl not fall behind in his rent, 
>rhis landlord M'iil bd liim; and if he does fall be¬ 
hind. his landlord has him at his nierey. Indeed, 
»he poor iiinn is alvays much at the mercy of the 
rich ; no loaf'er whether hnillord or tenant. If the 
tcuiiut leN Ids landlord (inve a little rent beforehand, 
or has lent him money, tlien the landlord is in his 
po\w>r. TImtc cannot be a gioater man than a te- 
riam. who has lent money to his landlord; for ho 
I'liK under sulijeeiioti the M:ry man to whom he 
-) 'luld he 

J/’o/nA/y, Ort. 11.—We had some days ago e.ri- 
eaged the Camjibell-tov n vessel to carry us to Mull, 
from tlie liaibour w heri" she lay. The morning wu 
iim*, and the wind fair and moderate; so hoped 
at length to get awiy. 

Mrs. MsSueyn, v.l.') officiated as our landlady 
here, had never been on t!ie main land. On hearing 
tins, i)r. .Tolinson said to me, before her, “Tliat is 
''Uthor lining belnnd-band with life. 1 W’ould at least 
go and see Glonolg.” Boswkli.. “ You yourself. 
Sir, have never seen, till now, any thing but your 
native island.” Johnson. “But, Sir, by seeing 
London, 1 have seen as much of life as the world 
can show.” Boswell. “You have not seen Pekin.’" 
j^oHNSON. “ What is Pekin ? Ten tiiousand Lon¬ 
doners would drive all the people of Pekin: they 
would drive them like deer.” 

We set out about eleven for the harbour; but, 
before we. reached it, so violent a storm came on, 
• D 2 
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that -we were obliged again to take fthcVter in Uie 
house of Captain McLean, where we dined, and 
passed the night. 

Tuesday^ OcL 12. — After breakfast, we made a 
second attempt to get to the harbour; but another 
storm soon convinced us tliat it would be in vain. 
Captain McLean’s house being in some confusion, 
on account of Mrs. McLean being expected to Iie>in, 
we resolved to go to Mr. M'Sweyn’s, where we ar¬ 
rived very wet, fatigued, and hungry. In this 
situation, we were somewhat disconcerted by being 
told that we should'have dinner till late in the 
evening: but should have tea in the mean time. 
Dr. Johnson opposed this arrangement; but they 
persisted, and he took the tea very readily. He said 
to me afterwards, “ You must consider, Sir, a dinner 
here is ^ matter of great consequence. It is a thing 
to be first planned, and then executed. 1 suppose 
the mutton was brought some miles off, from some 
place where they knew there was a sheep killed." 

Talking of the good people with whom we were, 
he said, Life has not got at all forward by a ge¬ 
neration in M‘Swcyn’s family ; for the son is exactly 
formed upon tiie father. What the father says, the 
son says; and what the father looks, the son looks.” 

There being little conversation to-night, 1 must 
endeavour to recollect what 1 may have; omitted on 
former occasions. When I boasted, at Rasay, of 
my independency of spirit, and that 1 could, not be 
bribed, he said, Yes, you may be bribed by flat- 
teiy.*' At the Rev. Mr. McLean’s, Dr. Johnson 
aal^ 24m if the people of Col had any tupentitions. 
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He 8ud, ** No.” The cutting peate at the increase 
of the moon was mentioned as one ; but he would 
not allow it, saying it was not a superstition, but a 
M'him. Dr. Johnson would not admit the distinc* 
tiou. There were utany superstitious, he maintained, 
not connected with religion; and this was one of 
them. On Monday w'e had a dispute at the Cap* 
tahi’-s, whether sand-hills could be fixed down by art. 
]'’ ■ Johnson said, How the devil can you do 
it. *’(') but instantly ct»rfect«!<l himself, “ How can 
yi)U do it ? ” 1 never before heard him use a phrase 
oi' that nature. 

He )>as particularities whieli it is impossible to 
explain. He never wears a night*cap, as 1 have 
ah-eudy mentioned; but he puts a handkoreUief on 
his head in the night. The day tluvt we left Talis- 
ker, he bade us ride on. He tlien turned the head 
of his horse back towards Taliskcr, stopped for some 
time; then wht^cled rouiul to the same direction 
with ours, and then came briskly after us. He sets 
open a window in the coldest day or night, and 
stands before it. It may' do with his constitution ■, 
but most people, among whom 1 am one, would say, 
with the frogs in the fable, Tliis may be sport to 
you: but it is deatli to us." It U in vain to - try to 
hud a meaning in every one of his particularities, 
which, 1 suppose, are mere habits, contracted by 
chance; of which every man has some that are more 
or less remarkable. His speaking to himself, or 

(1) The question which Johnson asked wit& cuch unusual 
wiDth, might have been answered, ** by sowing the ben^ or 
eoucl^grass."— Wauie Scott. 

• D 3 
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ratlier repeating, is a common habit with studious 
men accustomed to deep thinking; and, in conse* 
quence of their being thus rapt, they wUl even 
laugh by themselves, if the subject which they are 
musing on is a merry one. Dr. Johnson is often 
uttering pious ojacidations, when he appears to be 
talking to himself; for sometimes his voice grows 
stronger, and parts of the Lord's Prayer are heard. 
I have sat beside him with more than ordinary re* 
verence on such occasions. (') 

In out; tour, 1 observed that he was disgusted 
whenever be met with coarse manners. He said to 
me, ** 1 know not how it is, but I cannot bear low 
UVe; and 1 find others, who have as good a right as 
1 to be fastidious, bear it better, by having mixed 
more with different sorts of men. You would think 
that 1 have mixed pretty well too.'* 

He read this day a good deal of my Journal, 
written in a small b^k w'itb which he had supplied 
me, and was pleased, for he said, “ 1 wish thy books 
were twice as big.” He helped me to fill up blanks 
which I had left in first writing it, when I was not 


quite sure of what he had said, and he corrected 
any mistakes that 1 had made. They call me a 
scholar,” smd he, ** and yet how very little literature 
is'there in my conve»«ation." Boswbll. “That, 
Sir, must be according to your company. You 
would not' give literature to those who canuot taste 



Stay till we meet Lord Elibank." 


' (1) It js renuuluble, that Dr. Johnwn should hare read this 
account of some of hk own peculiar habits, without myiog an/ 
tiuRg en the selyect, which I hoped be would haTe done. 
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We had at last a good dioner, or rather supper, 
^ad <rere rery well satisfied with our entertainment. 

Wednesday, Oet, 13.— Cal called me up, with 
intelligence that it was a good day for a passage to 
Mull; and just os we rose, a sailor from the vessel 
arrived for us. We got all. ready with despatch. 
Dr. Johnson was displeased at my bustling and 
V olking quickly up and down. He said, “ It does 
not hasten us a bit. It is getting on horseback in a 
sliip. (‘) All boys do it; and you are longer a boy 
than others.” He himself has no alertness, or what^ 
ever it may be called; so he may dislike it, as 
‘‘ Oderunt hilarem Iristes” 

llefore we reached the harbour, the wind grew 
high a^lu. However, the small boat was waiting, 
and took us on board. We remained for some time 
jn uncertainty what to do; at last it was determined, 
that, as a good part of the day was over, and it was 
dangerous to be at sea at night, in such a vessel, and 
such weather, we should not sail till the morning 
tide, when the wind would probably be more gentle. 
We resolved not to go ashore again, but lie here in 
readiness. Dr. Johnson and 1 had each a bed in 
the cabin. Col sat at the fire in the forecastle, with 
the captain, aiid Joseph, and the rest. 1 eat some 
dry oatmeal, of which I found a barrel in the cabin. 
1 had not done thm since 1 was a boy^ Dr. Johnson 
owned that he too was fond of it when a boy; a 
circumstance which I was highly pleased to bear 
ftom him, as it gave me an opportunity of observing 

f I 

(1) This it from the j«ts of Hieroclet.—C. 

O 4 
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that, notwithstuoding his joke on the article of 
OATS, he was himself a proof that Uiis kind of food 
was not peculiar to the people of Scotland. 

Thursday, Oct. 14. — When Dr. Johnson awaked 
this morning, he called Lanky !'* having, I sup* 
pose, been thinking of Langton, but corrected him¬ 
self instantly, and cried, Bozzy f lie lias a way 
of contracting the names of his friends. Goldsmith 
feels himself so important now, as to be displeased 
at it- I remember one day, when Tom Davies was 
telling that Dr. Johnson said, Wc are all in labour 
for a name to Goldy’a play,’’Goldsmith cried, “ I 
liave often desired liim not to call me Goldy.” 

Between six and seven we hauled our anchor, and 
set sail with a fair breeze; and, after a pleasant 
voyage, wc got safely and ^reoably into the har¬ 
bour of Tobermorie, before the wind rose, which it 

9 

always lias done, for some days, about noon. 

Tobermorie is an excellcrit liorbour. An island 
lies before it, and it is surrounded by a hilly theatre. 
The island is too low, otherwise this would be quite 
a secure port; but, the island not being a sufficient 
protection, some storms blow very hard here. Not 
long ago, fifteen vessels were blown from their moor¬ 
ings. There are sometimes sixty or seventy sail 
here: to-day there were twelve or fourteen vessels. 
To see such a fleet was the next thing to seeing a 
town. The vessels were from diflerent places; 
Clyde, Campbell-tow^ Newcastle, &c. One was 
returning to Lancaster from Hamburgh. After 
having been shut up so long in Col, the sight of 
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such an assemblage of moving habitations, contain¬ 
ing such a variety of people, engaged in difi'erent 
pursuits, gave me much gaiety of spirit. When we 
iiad landed, Dr. Johnson said, << Boswell .is now all 
olive, lie is like Antaeus; be gets new vigour 
whenevev he touches the ground." 1 went to the 
top </' a hill fronting tlie Itarbour, from whence I 
hii<l a good view of it. We had here a tolerable inn. 

' D'. Johnson had owned to roc this morning, that he 
W-' . out of humour. .Indeed, he showed it a good 
uei.; in tjie xhip; for wlu>n 1 was expressing my joy 
on the prospect of our landing in Mull, he sai^ be 
i’ ;d no joy, when ho recollected that it would be five 
■i )y& before he should get to the main land. 1 was 
afraid he would now take a sfidden resolution to 
give up seeing looluikill. A dish of tea, and some 
good bread und butter, did him service, and his bad 
humour went off. 1 told him, that 1 was diverted 
to hear all the people whom wo had visited in our 
tour say, Honest mnn ! he’s pleased with every 
thing; he’s always content I" Little do they 
know," said 1. lie laughed, and said, “ You rogue 1" 
Wc sent to hire horses to carry us across the 
island of Mull to the shore opposite to Inchkenneth, 
the residence of Sir AUmi M‘Lean, uncle to young 
Col, and chief of tlie McLeans, to whose house we 
intended to go the next day. Our fiiend Co^ went 
to visit his aunt, the wife of Dr. Alexander M‘Lean, 
a physician, who lives about a mile from Tober- 
morie. 

. Dr. Johiison tmd I sat by ourselves at the inn, 
talked a good deal 1 told him, that I had 
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found, in Leandro Alberti's ** Description of Italy,” 
much of what Addison has given us in his ** Re-, 
marks.” (>) He said, ** The collection of passages 
from the Classics has been made by another Italian: 
it is, however, impossible to detect a man as a 
plagiary in such a case, because all who set about 
making such a collection must find the same pas¬ 
sages; but, if you find the same applications in 
another book, then Addison’s learning in bis * Re¬ 
marks ’ tumbles down. It is a tedious book; and, if 
it were nut attached to Addison's previous repu¬ 
tation, one would not think much of it. Had be 
written nothing else, his name would not have 
lived. Addison does not seem to have gone deep 
in Italian literature: he shows nothing of it in his 
subsequent writings. He shows a great deal of 
French learning. There is, perhaps, more know¬ 
ledge circulated in the French language than in any 
other. There is more original knowledge in En¬ 
glish.” ** But the French,” said I, ** have the art of 
accommodating literature.” (-) Johnson. **Yc8, 
Sir; we have no such book as Moreri’s ‘Dictionary.’” 
Boswell. ** Their * Ana’ are good.” Johnson. 
** A few of them are good; but we have one book 
of that kind better than any of them, Selden’s 
* Table-talk.’ As to original literature, the French 
have a couple of tragic poets who go round the 

world, JlaciDe and Corneille, and one comic poet, 

*« . 

(1) See poH, 7th Apnl, 1775. 

(a) Mr. BeeweU probably meant by accommodtOing Utrr. 
ature," making it m«« acceoible and rmdier for onUiKiry 
uaa.—C. ' 
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Moliere.'' Boswell. “ They have Fenelon." 
Johnson. “Why, Sir, Telemachus is pretty well.” 
Boswell. “ And Voltaire, Sir." Johnson. “He 
lias not stood his trial yet. And what makes Vol¬ 
taire chiefly circulate is collection, such as his * Uni¬ 
versal History.’ ” Roswell. “ What do you say 
to tile Bishop of Meaux ? ” Johnson. “ Sir, nobody 
reads him.”(') He would not allow Massillon and 
Bfxirdalouc to go round the world. In general, 
hoverer, he gave the French much praise for their 
indvistry. 

He asked me whetlier he had mentioned, in any 
of' the papers of the “ Rambler,” the description in 
Virgil of tlie entrance into Hell, with an application 
to the press; “ for,” said he, “ 1 do not much re¬ 
member them.” I'told him, “ No." Upon which 
he repeated it: ->~ 

** Vcstibuluni ante ipmim, pnmiuue in faucibuc Orci 

^ Luctiis et ultrices posuerp cubilia Cuw; 

Falkmtetque habitant Morbi, tristisque Senectus 
£t Mvtusy et malmiada Fatnesi et turpis Egnttafs 
Tcrribilas visu forma'; Lethumquc^ l^borque.(^) 

Now/’ said be, almost all these apply exactly to 
an author; all Uiese arc the concomitants of a 
printiog-hottsea” 1 proposed to him to dictate an 
essay on it, and offered to write lU He said he 
would not do it then, but perhaps would write one 
at some future period. 


(l^ I taka leare to antar my 8troD|^ protasi against this 
jud^eot Boasuet I hold to be one m the first luminaries of 
ri^^oD and Utarature. Ir there are who do tiotread him,Jt it 
full time they sJioQld b^m 

{B iuit In Aa and in the Jawi of Rtil> 

jUveafiftil Cm sod siSlan Sorrovadwill y ' 

^ and palsDtiiaiakandml&lBf Ajai 
Want, PMr> and FiB^aet 'unreatcad raee; 

Hart Toik sad Death, end DMthk hslTMhar, ffa«p» 
terrlUa to viav. tbiir leouy kaep-w-Ditomi 
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The Sunday evening that we sat by ourselves at 
Aberdeen, I asked him several particulars of bis 
life, from bis early years, which he readily told me; 
and I wrote them down before him. This day I 
proceeded in ray inquiries, also writing them in his 
presence. I have them on detached sheets. 1 shall 
collect authentic materials for The Life of Samuel 
Johnson, LL.D., and, if I survive him, 1 shall be 
one who will must faithfully do honour to his 
uictnory. I have now a vast treasure of his 
conversation, atdilferent times, since the year 1762, 
when I firat obtained his acquaintance; and by as« 
siduouB inquiry, I can make up for not knowing 
him sooner. (>) 

A Kcwcastle Bhi])>masieT, who happened to be in 
the house, intruded himself upon us. Ho was much 
in liquor, and talked nonsense about his being a 
man for Wilkes aitd TAfnrrty, and against the minis¬ 
try. Dr. JohUson was angrj', that “ a fellow should 
come into out company, who was fit for no com- 
nanv.*' He left us soon. 


Col returned from his aunt, and told us, she in¬ 
sisted that we should come to her house that night. 
He introduced to us Mr. Campbell, the Duke of 
Argyle’s factor in Tyr-yi. He was a genteel, agree¬ 
able man. He was going to Inverary, and promised 
to put letters into the post-office for us. I now found 


(1^ It is no taiaU soitisfaction to rile to rcriert that Dr* John* 
son read ibiBy and after being aj^rised of my intention, com* 
municated to me, at mbsequent p^iods, many particulars of his 
life, which probably could not otiietwise bsTe him presmed* 
B.^Tbis'is' a conclydre answer to tboee who, in the da* 
rocter of friends of Johti^r*$ memory. aJIbcted to t>laxne 
Jewell's fmUution. ~ C. 
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that Dr. Johnson’s desire to get on the main land 
arose from his anxiety to have an opportunity of 
convi’yiitg letters to hb friends. 

After dinner^ wc proceeded to Dr. M‘Lean's, 
vi'liich was about a mile from our inn. He was not 
at home, but wc were received by his lady and 
"dniighter, who entertained ua so well, tlmt Dr. 
JolitiBon seemed quite happy. When we. had supped, 
lie .'efiked me to give him some paper to write letters. 

I h-igged he would write short ones, and not ex- 
fitiate, as we ought fo set ofl* early. He was irri- 
I 'ted by this, and said, “ W'liat must be done, must 
l>e done: the thing is pa.st a joke.” — “ Nay, Sir,” 
iaid I, “ write, as much as you please; but do not 
blame me, if we are kept six days before we get to the . 
main land. You were very impaticut in the morn¬ 
ing: but no sooner do you find yourself in good 
quarters, tlian yon forget that you arc to.move.” I 
got liim jmper enough, and we parted in good 
humour. 

Let me now recollect whatever particulars I have 
omitted. In the morning I said to him, before we 
landed at Tobermorie, ** We shall see Dr. M'Lean, 
who has written the History of the M‘LeaDS.” 
Johnson. “ I have no great patience to stay to 
hear the history of the M'Leans. I would rather 
hear the history of the Tbralcs.” When on Mull,' 
I said, ** Well, Sir, thin ig the fourth of jthe Hebrides 
that we have been upon.” Johnson. Nay, we 
cannot boast of the number we have seen. We 
thought we should see man^ more. We thought 
of sailing about earily from island to island; and so 
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we should, had we come at a better seasoD (i); but 
we, being wise men, thought it would be summer 
all the year where wt w^Te. However, Sir, we have 
seen enough to give us a pretty good notion of the 
system of insular life.” 

Let me not forget, tliat he sometimes amused 
himself with very slight reading; from which, how 
ever, his conversation showed that he contrived to 
extract some benefit At Captain McLean's he 
read a good deal in “ The Charmer," a collection ot 
songs. 

Friday, Oct 15. — We this morning found that 
we could not proceed, there being a violent stomi 
of wind and rain, and the rivers being impassable. 
When I expressed my discontent at our confine¬ 
ment, Dr. Johnson said, Now that I have had on 
opportunity of writing to the main land, 1 am in no 
such baste." 1 was amused with bis being so easily 
satisfied; for the truth was, that the gentleman who 
was to convey our letters, as 1 was now informed, 
was not to set out for .Inverary for some time; 
so that it was probable wo should be there as soon 
as he: however, I did not undeceive my friend, but 
suffered him to enjoy his fancy. 

Dr. Johnson asked, in the evening, to see Dr. 
M‘Lean's books. He took down “ Willis de Anima 
Brutorum," and pored over it a good deaL 

(1) This obsemdon'is very jiut. The time for the Hebrides 
was too Ute by a month or six weeks. I have heard those who 
remembered meir tour express surprise they were not drowifed. 
*WALTSa ScoR. 
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Miss McLean produced some Erse poems by 
John M‘Lean, who was a farao'us bard in Mull, and 
had died only a few year^ago. He could neither 
read nor write. She read and translated two of 
them; one a kind of elegy on Sir John McLean’s 
being obliged to fly Ms country in 1715; another, a 
dialogue bf^twcon two Roman Catholic young ladies, 
“titers, whether it w'as better to be a nun or to 
1 any. I could not perceive much poetical imagery 
in the translation. Yet all of our company who 
understood Erse seemed ehanned with the original. 
There may, perhaps, In; some choice of expression, 
and some excellence of arrangement, that cannot be 
shown in translation. 

ARcr we hud exhausted the Erse poems, of which 
Dr. Johnson said nothing, Miss McLean gave us 
several tunes on a spinnet, which, though made so 
long ago as in 1667, was still very well toned. She 
sung along with it. Dr. Jolmson seemed pleased 
with the music, though he ou'ns he neither likes it, 
nor lias hardly any perception of it. At Mr. M‘Pher- 
^oirs, in Slate, he told us, that ** he knew a drum from 
a trumpet, and a bagpipe from a guitar, which was 
about the extent of his knowledge of music." To¬ 


night he said, that, “ if he'had IcamV music, he 
should have been hfraid he would have done nothing 
else but play. It was a method of employing the 
mind, without the labour of thinking at all, and with 
some applause from a man’s self." 


We hod the music of the bagpipe every day, at 


Anmdale, Dunvegan, and'CoL Dr. Jolmson ^ 
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peared fond of it, and used often to stand for some 
time with his ear close to the great drone. 

The penurious gcntlAnan of our acquaintance, 
formerly alluded to, aflbrded us a topic of convers¬ 
ation to-night Dr. Johnsou said, I ought to writ<.- 
down a collection of the instances of his tiarrown(”-, 
as they almost exceeded belief. Col told us, that 
O’Kanc, the famous Irisli harper, uas once at that 
gentleman's house. He could not hud in his heart 
to give him any money, but gai’e him a k<‘y for a 
harp, which was finely oriiaineitted with gold and 
silver, and with a precious stone, and was worth 
eighty or a hundred guineas. He did nut know the 
value ofit; and when he came to know it, he>vould 
fain have had it back; but O’Kaiie took care that 
he should not. Johnson. “ I'hcy exaggttrate the 
value : every body is so desirous that he should be 
fleeced.' I am very willing it should be worth eighty 
or a hundred guineas; but I do not believe it." 
Boswell. “ I do not think O’Kane ivas obliged to 
give it back.” Johnson. “ No, Sir. Jf a man with 
Ids eyes open, and without any mc^ans used to de¬ 
ceive him, gives me a thing, 1 am not to let him 
have it again when he grows wiser. 1 like to sec 
how avarice defeats itself: how, when avoiding to 
part with money, the miser ^ves something more 
valuable.” Col said, the gentleman’s relations were 
angry at his giving away the harp key, for it hiid 
been long in the family. Johnson. << Sir, he 
values a new guinea more than an old friend.’' 

Col also told U8, that the same person iiiaving 
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come up witli a serJcaut and twenty men, working 
un tlic high road, he entered into discourse with the 
Bcrjci'iit, and then gave him sixpence for the men 
to drink. The wrjeant asked, “ Who is this fel¬ 
low ? ” Upon being infumied, he said, “ If I had 
kr>->wu who he was, 1 should have thrown it in his 
Johnson. ‘‘There is much want of sense 
i'' all this, ile had no husiness to speak with the 
. ‘ rjeant. lie might have been in haste, and trotted 
i>;i. III! has not loarnt to Iw a miser: 1 believe we 
iMust take him appreutk*'’’.” IIoswell. “ He would 
,'Fudge giving half a guinea to be taught.” John¬ 
son. “ Nay, Sir, you must tejicli him gratis. You 
roust give, him an opportunity to praetise your pre¬ 
cepts.” 

Lot me now go back, and glean Johnsoniarta. 
The Satunlay belbn: wc sailed from Slate, I sat 
awhile in the afienioon with Dr. Johnson in his 
room, in a ipu'-f serious'framc. I observed, that 
hardly any man was accurately prepared for dying; 
but almost every one It O something undone, some¬ 
thing ill confusion ; that my father, indeed, told me 
he knew one man 'Uai'lisle of Limekilns), after 
whose death all liis papers were found in exact 
order; and nothing was omitted in hiswilL John¬ 
son. “ Sir, I had an iiDeJe(‘) who died so; but 
such attention requires great leisure, and great firm¬ 
ness of mind. If one was to think constantly of 
death, the business of life would stand stilL I am 

(l) If Miss Seward*! Btory of his having had an uncle handed 
had been Crue, Johnson coitM not have mada such an allusion as 
this. — C. 

VOL^ V. B 

« 



50 


LIFE UE JOHNSON 


177*. 


no friend to making religion appear too hard. Many 
good people have done harm, by giving severe no¬ 
tions of it. In the same way as to learning: 1 never 
frighten young people with difficulties; on the con¬ 
trary, I tell tliem that they may very easily get as 
much as v ill do very well. I do not indeed toll 
tlieni that th(‘y will be Bentleys." 

The night we rode to CoTs house, I said, “ Lord 
Dlihtink is probably wondering what is become of 
us.” Johnson. No, no; he is not thinking of 
us.” Boswell. “ But recollect the warmth with 
which lie wTOte. Are we not to believe a man, 
when he says he has a great desire to see another ? 
Don’t you believe that I was very impatient for 
your coming to Scotland?” Johnson. “Yes, Sir; 
1 believe you were; and 1 was impatient to come 
to you. A young man feels so, but seldom an old 
man.” I however convinced him that Lord Elibank, 
who has much of the spirit of a young man, migU 
foul so. He asked me if our Jaunt had answered 
expectation. I said it had much exceeded it 1 
expected much difficulty with him, and had not 
found it “ And,” he added, “ wherever we have 
come, wc have been received like princes in their 
progress.” 

He said, he would not wish opt to be disgusted 
in the Highlands; for that would be to lose the 
power of distinguishing, and a man might then lie 
down in the middle of them. He wished only to 
conceal his disgust 

At C^tain M'Lean's, I mentioned Pope's friend, 
8pence. Johnson. ** He was a weak conceited 
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man.”(') Boswell. ** A good scholar, Sir?” 
Johnson. “ Wii)-, no, Sir.” Boswell. “ He was 
a pretty scholar.” Johnson. “ You have about 
reached him.” 

Last night at the Inn, when the factor in Tyr*yi 
spoke of his having heard that a roof was put on 
]iart of the buildings at Icolnikill, I unluckily 
‘‘ It will be fortunate if wc find a cathedral with 
. roof on it.” 1 said this from a foolish anxiety to 
itgage Dr. Johnson’s curiosity more. He took na- 
’lort at once. “ What, Sir? how can you talk so? 
J i' wc shall Jind a cathedral roofed! us if we were 
goiug to a /cm/ ivrotjnita: when everything that is 
it Icolnikill is so well known. You are like some 
New Englaiul-jncn who came to the mouth of the 
Thames. ‘ Conie^’ said they, ‘ let us go up and 
see what sort of inhabitants there are here.’ They 
tidked, Sir, as if they had been to go up the Susqnc- 
haimali, or any other Anicrican river.” 

Soturdttf/, Ocl. 16. — This day there was a new 
iiiixiti, and the weather changed for the better. Dr. 
J<.lui':on said of Miss M‘Lcan, “ Sbejs the most 
iiccotiiplished lady that 1 have found in the High' 
lands. 8hc knows French, music, and drawing, 
sews neatly, makes shell-work, and can milk cows •, 
in short, she can do every thing. She talks sensibly, 

( 1 ) Mu hongton think!) thi» muBt have been the huij ex- 
pre&^ton of a moment^ es he ha« heard Dr. Johnson 

of Mr* Spence's judgment in criticism with m> high a de. 
gree of respect, as to ^bow that this was not his settled opinion 
of hifiK 1^ Tuo add that, in the preface to the PticeptOTf hr 
rccoitiinends Spence's £s&sy on Pope's Odysseyi and that his 
admirable Dives of the English Poets are much enriched by 
Spence's Anecdotes of Pope* 

B 2 
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and U the first person whom I have found, that can 
translate Erse poetry literally.’' We set out, mounted 
on little Mull horses. Mull eorresponded exactly 
with the idea which 1 had always had of it; a hilly 
country, diversified with heath and grass, and many 
rivulets. Dr. Johnson was not in very good hu' 
mour. He smd, it was a dreary countr}', much 
worse than Sky. I differed from him. O, Sir,” 
said he, “ a most dolorous countrv I ” 

We had a very hard journey to*day. 1 had no 
bridle for my sbeltie, but only a halter; and Joseph 
rode witliout a saddle. At one place, a loch having 
swelled over the road, we were obliged to plunge 
through pretty deep water. Dr. Johnson observed, 
how helpless a man would be, were he travelling 
here alone, and should meet with any accident; and 
said, “ he longed to get to a country of coddles and 
. bridles” He was more out of humour to>dav than 
he has been in the course of our tour, being fretted 
to find that his little horse could scarcely support 
his weight; and having suffered a loss, which, 
though small in itself, was of some consequence to 
him, while travelling the rugged steeps of Mull, 
where he was at times obliged to walk. The loss 
that 1 allude to was that of the large oak*stick, 
which, as 1 formerly mentioned, he had brought 
with him from London. It was of great use to him 
in our wild peregrination; for, ever since his l^t 


illness in 1766, he has had a weakness in his knees, 
and has not been able to walk easily. It had too 
the properties of a measure; for one nail was driven 
into it at the length of a foot; another at that of u 
yard. In return for the services it had done him, 
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hn said) this morning, he would make a present of 
it to some museum; but he little thought he was so 
soon to lose it. As be preferred riding with a switch, 
it was intrusted to a fellow to be delivered to our 
baggage-man, who followed us at some distance; 
but wo never saw it more. I could not persuade 
him out of a suspicion that it had been stolen. 

No, no, my friend,” said he; it is not to be ex- 
prcted that any man in Mull, who lias got it, will 
with it. Consider, Sir, the value of such a 
pu’ce of timber here! ” 

As we travelled this forenoon, we met Dr. M‘Lean, 
who expressed much regret at liis having been so 
unfortunate as to be absent while we were at his 
house. 

Wc were in hopes to get to Sir Allan Maclean’s, 
at Inchkenneth, to-night; but the eight miles, of 
which our road was said to consist, were so very 
long, that we did not reach the opposite coast of 
Mull till <iRven at night, though we had set out 
about eleven in the forenoon; and when wc did ar¬ 
rive there, we found the wind strong against us. Coi 
determined that wc should pass the night at 
M*Quarrie’s, in the island of Ulva, which lies be¬ 
tween. Mull and Inchkenneth; and a servant was 
sent forward to the ferry, to secure the boat for us: 
but the boat was gone to the Ulva side, and the 
^in'd was so high that the people could not hear him 
call i and the night so dark that they could not see 
a signal. We should have been in a very bad 
situation, had there not fortunately been lying in 
the little sound of Ulva an Irish vessel, the Bon- 

X 3 
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netta, of Londonderry, Captain M^Lure, master. 
Ue himself was at M^Quarrie's; but his men oblig¬ 
ingly came with their long-boat, and ferried us over. 

M*Quarrie's house was mean; but we were agree- 
aUy surprised with the appearance of the master, 
whom we found to be intelligent, polite, and much a 
man of the world, (i) Though his clan is not nu¬ 
merous, he is a very ancient chief, and has a burial- 
place at IcolmkilL He told us, his family had 
possessed Ulva for nine hundred years; but I was 
distressed to hear that it was soon to be sold for 
payment of his debts. 

Captun M‘Lure, whom we found here, was of 
Scotch extraction, and properly a Macleod, being 
descended of some of the Macteods who went with 
Sir Norman of Bemera to the battle of Worces¬ 
ter (^): and after the defeat of tlie royalist^ fled 
to Ireland, and, to conceal themselves, took a dif¬ 
ferent name. He told me, there was a great 
number of them about Londonderry; some of good 
property. I said, they should now resume their 
real name. The Laird of Macleod should go over, 
and assemble them, and make them all drink the 
laige horn full, and from that time they ^ould be 
Macleods. The captain informed us, fae had nam^l 
his ship the Bonnetta, out of gratitude to Provi¬ 
dence ; for once, when he was sailing to America 
with a good number of passengers, the ship in 
whi<^ be.tbcn sailed was becalmed for five we^s, 

) M'diuurrie waa horoiiable to an almost roncntic dagree. 
livag Co an octreBiic oMaga—WaiirBa &or. 

‘<S>fis*lUjKdsod'sMemoira<M<2,VoLlV. C. 
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and during all that time, numbers of the fish Boti- 
netta swam close to her, and were caught for food; 
he resolved, therefore, that the ship he should next 
get should be called the Bonnetta. 

M*Quarrie told us a strong instance of .the second 
sifiht. (‘) He had gone to Edinburgh, and taken a 
man-servant along with him. An old woman, who 
was in the house, said one day, **M^uarrie will be 
at home tn-morruw, and will bring two gentlemen 
with himand she said, she saw hU servant return 
)!i red and green. He did come home next day. 
I le had two gentleman with him, and his servant had 
a new retl and green livery, which M‘Quarrie had 
bought for him at Edinburgh, upon a sudden 
thouglit, nut having the least intention when he left 
home to put his servant in livery; so that the old 
woman could not have beard any previous mention 
of it. This, he assured us, was a true story. 

M*Quarrie insisted that the Mercheta MaUenant 
mentioned in our old charters, did really mean the 
privilege which a lord of the manor or a baron had, 
to have the first night of all his vassals’ wives. Dr. 
Johnson said, the belief of such a custom having 
existed was also hdd in England, where there is a 
tenure called Borough-Eng^h, by which the eldest 
child does not inherit from a doubt of his being tiie 
son of the tenant. (‘^) M^Quarrie told us, that still, 

. (1) [For tome eurioiw letters, relstuig to the atamd be¬ 
tween George, third Lord Reaj, Henry Esri of 
/kc., in 109, see Pepjs's Men»eu:% toL i. p. 980.] 

(8) Sir Williem Blackstone nyt in hie “ CoauneDteries,” 

** be cannot And that ever thia custom prerailed in England; ” 
uud, tberefuri^ be ia of apisi eo , thet it cooki net haTs pm riw 

» 4 
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on the marriage of each of his tenantSt a sheep is due 
to him; for which the composition is fixed at fire 
shillings. 1 Suppose, Ulva is the only place where 
this custom remains. (>) 

Talking, of the sale of an estate of an ancient fa* 
mily, which was stud to have been purchased much 
under its value by the confidential lawyer of that 
family, and it being being mentioned that the sale 
would probably be set aside by a suit in equity, 
Dr. Johnson said, “ I am very willing that this sale 
should be set aside, but I doubt much whether this 
suit will be successful; for the argument for avoid¬ 
ing the sale is founded on vague and indeterminate 
principles, — as that the price was too low, and that 
there was a great degree of confidence placed by 
the seller in the person who became the purchaser. 
Now, how low should a price be ? or what degree of 
confidence should there be to make a bargain be 
set aside? a bargain, which is a wager of skill 
between man and man. If, indeed, any fraud can 
be proved, that will do.” 

When Dr. Johnson and I were by ourselves at 
night, 1 observed of our host, ** cupectum ffenerosum 


to BorougtwEnglish— [Blackstone (vol. ii. p. SS.) merely ob« 
seryetf that he could not trace the existence of tms cuftom in 
England; but the contrary might be inferred from the Rotull 
Hundredorunk quoted by Sp^man, from Barrington on the 
Statutes, &Cf After all that has been written on the enl^ 
ject, howewer, it ii eery doidnAil whether the lord eret ex* 
ereiaed any rights but those which gare him a certain fine cm. 
hia granting <nebre to many*** The main part of the riot of 
BMfnnnt and Fletcher's Custom of the Country^*^ tunis 
uaim the alleged esiatence of the right in ita coarsest extent m 
lG^»— Maaxuvn.} 

*0) Hue custom still contiimea in Ul?i*»WALsn Soon. 
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kabetet generosum animumy* he added. For 
fear of being overheard in the amall Highland 
houses, I often talked to him in such Latin as I 
could speak, and witli as much of the English ao* 
cent as I could assume^ so as not to be understood, 
in case our conversation should be too loud for the 
space. 

We had each an elegant bed in the same room ; 
and here it was tliat a circumstance occurred, aa to 
v^liicb he has been strangely misundentood. From 
Ills description of his chamber, it has erroneously 
been supposed, that his bed being too short for 
liiiu, his feet, during the night, were in the mire; 
whereas he has only smd, that when be undressed, 
he felt his feet in the mire: that is, the clay floor 
of tlie room, which lie stood upon before be went 
into bed, was wet, in consequence of the windows 
being broken, which let in the rain. 

Sunday^ Oct, 17* — Being informed that there 
was nothing worthy of observation in Ulva, we took 
boat, and proceeded to Inchkenneth, where we 
were introduced by our friend Col to Sir Allan 
McLean, the chief of his clan, and to two young 
ladies, his daughters. Inchkenneth is a pretty little 
island, a mile long, and about half a mile broad, ell 
good land. 

As we walked up from the shore, Dr. Johnson's 
heart was cheered l^ the sight of a road marked 
with cart'Wbeels, as on the main-land; a thing 
which we bad not seen for a long time. It gave 
a pleasure similar to that ^hich a traveDer feels, 
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when, whilst wandering on what he fears is a desert 
island,, he p^ceivea the print of human feet. 

Military men acquire excellent habits of haying 
aH conyenicncies about them. Sir Allan M‘Lean, 
who had been long in the army, and had now a 
lease of the island, had formed a commodious habit¬ 
ation, though it consisted but of a few small build¬ 
ings, only one story high. He had, in his little 
apartments, more things than I could enumerate in 
a page or two 

Among other agreeable circumstances, it was not 
the least, to find here a parcel of the ‘‘Caledonian 
Mercury,” published since we left Edinburgh; which 
I read with that pleasure which every man feels who 
has been for some time secluded from the animated 
scenes of the busy world. 

Dr. Johnson found books here. He bade me buy 
Bishop Gastrell's “Christian Institutes(^),” which 
was lying in the room. He said, “ I do not like to 
read any thing on a Sunday (-),'bat what is theolo¬ 
gical ; not that I would scrupulously refuse to look 
at any diing which a friend should show me in a 
newspaper; but in general, I would read only what 
is theological. I read just now some of “Drum¬ 
mond’s Travels,” before I pmx^ived what books 
were here. I then took up “ Derbam’s Phyaico- 
Theology.” ' 

Ev«y particular coacetning 'this ishuid having 
so well described by Dr. Johnson, it would be 

^ V 

s 

{Or. T. Gsrtrell, BiAop of Cheitar 1714; 4isd im) 
{8} Jss StUi, Vok XII. p. 78.. sod Vol. IV. p. 06.—C. 
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superfluous in me to present thS public with the 
observations that X made upon it, in my Journal. 

I was quite easy with Sir Allan almost instant¬ 
aneously. He knew the great intimacy there had 
been between my father and his predecessor, Sir 
Hector, and was himself of a very frank disposition. 
After dinner. Sir Allan said he had got Dr. Camp¬ 
bell about a hundred subscribers to his ** Britannia 
I'Jucidata” (a work since published und^ the title 
of “ A Political Survey of Great Britain”), of whom 
tie believed twenty were dead, the publication hav¬ 
ing been so long delayed. Johnson. “ Sir, I 
imagine the delay of publication is owing to this 
that, after publication, there will be no more sub* 
scribers, and few will send the additional guinea to 
get their books: in which they will be wrong; for 
fhere will be a great deal of instruction in the work. 
1 think highly of Campbell. In the first place, he 
has v^ good parts. In’the second place, he has 
very extensive reading ; nut, perhaps, what is pro¬ 
perly called learning, but history, politics, and, in 
sliort, tliat popular knowledge whi<^ makes a man 
very usefuL In the third place, he has loaned 
much by what is called the vox viva. He talks 
with a great many people.” 

Speaking of this gentleman, at Rasay, he told us, 
that he one day called on him, and they ta lked of 
** TiUl's Husbandry.” Dr. Campbell said someriung. 
Dr. Johnson began to dispute it ** Gome,” said Dr. 
Campbell, “ we do not want to get riie better of 
one another; we want to increase each ether’s 
ideas.” Dr. Jdmson took, it in good par^ and the 
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conversation then*went on coolly and iostruotively. 
His candour in relating this anecdote does him 
much credit, and his conduct ^on that occasion 
proves how easily he could be persuaded to talk 
from a better motive than “ for victory/’ 

Dr. Johnson here showed so much of the spirit 
of a Highlander, that he won Sir Allan's heart: 
indeed, he has shown it during the whole of our 
tour. One night, in Col, he strutted about the 
room with a broad sword and target, and made a 
formidable appearance; and, another night, I took 
the liberty to put a large blue bonnet on his head. 
His age, his size, and his bushy gray wig, yrith tills 
covering on it, presented the image of a venerable 
Senachi s and, however unfavourable to the Low¬ 
land Scots, he seemed much pleased to assume the 
appearance of an ancient Caledonicm. We only 
regretted that he could not be prevailed with to 
partake of the social glass. One of his arguments 
against drinking appears to me not convincing. He 
urged, that, ** in .proportion as drinking makes a 
man different O'om what be is before he has drunk, it 
is bad; because it has so far affected his reason.** 
But may it not be answered, that-a man may be 
altered by it /or the better; that his spirits may be 
exhilarate, without his reason being affected ? On 
the general subject of drinking, however, I do not 
mean positively to take the other side. I am dubius 
•ton improbue. 

'<* In the evening, Sir Allan informed us that it was 
the custom of the house to have prayers eve^ Sun¬ 
day; and Miss McLean read the evening mrice, 
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in which we all joined. I then read Ogden’a second 
and ninth Sermons on Pcajer, which, with their 
other distinguished excellence, have the merit of 
being short. Dr. Jolmson said, that it was the most 
agreeable Sunday he had ever passed; and it made 
such an impression on his mind, that he afterwards 
wrote the following ode upon Inchkenneth:— 

INSULA SANCTI KENNETH!. 

Punra quidem regiOi sod religion e prionim 
NoU, Caledonins panditur iotra aquen; 

Voce ubi Cennethus populos domuisse /oroccs 
Dicitur, et ranos dedocuisee decs. 

Hue ego deUtus pUcido per ccerule cunnx 
Scire locum voloi quid d^ret ille novi. 
lile Lcnlidea bumili regnabat io auia» 

Leniadcs magnis nobilitatus avis $ 

Vra duaa habiiit casa cum genitore puelUi^ 

Quaa Amor undarum fiogcret esae deas: 

Non Umen inculti gelidis latuere sub antris» 

Accola Danubii qualin asvus faabet; 

MoUia non deerant vacuss solatia vits» 

Sive libros poscant otia* aive lyram* 

Luxerat ilia dies* legis gens docta superne 
Spes horoiDum ac curas cum procul esse jubet. 

Pont! inter strepitus sacri non munera cultua 
Ceasaruut; pietes bic quoque cura fUit; 

Quid quod saeriflci versarit femina librosi 
Legititnas fadunt pectm pura precea. 

^xo vagcff ulterius? quod ubique requiritur hie eat; 

Hie secura quies^ hie et honest aiDor*(‘) 


(1) Incbkanneth is a most beautiful little ialet of the most 
verdut ^eeii| while all the neighbouring shore of GrebaD» as 
well aa m4aiga Islaode of Counaar and Ulva, are at blade as 
heath as^ aixoae can make thesk fiut Ulva has a good an- 
chang« and Inchkenneth la lurrounded by ihoala* it is now 
anlTiMltnli The rains of the but% in whi^ Dr* Johnson 
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Monday^ Oct. 18.— We agreed to pass tiie daj 
with Sir Allan, and he engaged to have every thing 
in order for our voyage tCKmorrow. 

Being now soon to be separated from our amiable 
friend young Col^ hU merits were all remembered. 
At Ulva he had appeared in a new character, having 
given us a good prescription for a cold. On my 
mentioning him with warmth, Dr Johnson said, 

Col does evexy thing for us: we will erect a sta¬ 
tue to Col** Yes/’ said I, and we will have him 
with his various attributes and characters, like Mer* 
cury, or any other of the heathen gods. We will 
have him as a pilot; we will have him as a fisher¬ 
man, as a hunter, as a husbandman, as a physician/’ 

was Tec«iv€d by Sir Allan McLean, were still to be seen, and 
some tiittert of tbe poper hangings were to be seen on the walls. 
Sir George Onesiphorus Paul was at Inchkenoetb with the 
same party of which I was a member. He seemed u> me to 
suspect many of tbe Highland tales which he beard, but ho 
showed most incredulity on the subject of Johnson's having 
been entertained in the wretched huts of which we saw the 
ruins. He took me aside, and conjured me to tell him the 
truth of the matter. ** I'his Sir Allan," aaidhe, *^wa8 he a re* 
gular baronet^ or was his title such a traditional one as you find 
ID Ireland?" I assured my excellent acquaintance that, **for 
mj own |>art, 1 would have paid more respect to a knight of 
Kerry, or kni^t of Glynn; yet Sir Allan McLean was a regular 
barefiet by pMnt^* ^ving given him this information, 1 
took the liberty of asking him, In return, whether he would not 
in conscience prefer the worst cril in tbe jail at Gloucester 
(which he had been very active in overlooking while the build¬ 
ing was going on) to thoae expos e d hov^wbere Johnson had 
been entertvoed by rank and beauty* He looked round the 
little islet, and alhmed Sir Allan h^ eome advantage in 
croiiing ground; but in other respects he thought the eocrw 
puiaory tenants of Gloucester had gr^y the advidipin. fiiidi 
woskis ofrinion of a place, cencennog which Johpm^w re¬ 
corded that ^ It wanted little which palace cotM aMwA**** 
WanRm 8ooiv> 
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1 this morning took a spade, and dug a little 
grave in tlie floor of a ruined chapel (’), near Sir 
Allan M‘Lean's house, in which 1 buried some 
numan bones 1 found there. Dr. Johnson praised 
me for what 1 liad done, tliough he owned he could 
not iiave done it. He showed in the chapd at 
lla^ay his horror at dead men's bones. He showed 
it again at CoFu house. In tlie charter-room there 
M as a rcm&rkably large shin-bone, which was said 
> > have been a bone of John Garve, one of tl:e 
I il-ds. Dr. Johnson would nut look at it, but 
KUirted away. 

At breukfaat, 1 asked, ** What is the reason that 
we are .angry at a trader's iiaving opulence ? ” 
Johnson. Why, Sir, the reason is (though 1 don’t 
undertake to prove tluit there i.'< a reason) we see 
no qualities tn trade tliat should entitle a man to 
puperiority. We are not angry at a soldier’s getting 
riches, because U'o see that ho possesses qualities 
whi<'h we have not. If a man returns from a battle, 
having. lost one hand, and with the other full of 
gold, we feel that be deserves the gold; but we 
ciinuot think that a fellow, by sitting all day at a 
desk, is entitled to get above us.” Boswell. 

Sir, may we not suppose a merchant to be a man of 
an enlarged mind, such as Addison in the Spectator 
describes Sir Andrew Freeport to have been ? ” 
JonNSON. Why, Sir, we may suppose any fic- 

(l) Mr. Boswell doc? oot tell as chat he had visited this 
chapel the raping before { hot Johnson says to Mr8.Tlwale, 

HosvreUsrap if very pious, went Into it et night to perform 
bis devotieiii, bus etunc beck in haste, fir Jiar^ yee fr s f .* — 
Letters, vol. i. p. 173.C. • 
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tidous character. Tl'c Jziaj guppoae a pbUmophieaJ 
Jay-labourer, wbo ia bappy in reflectuig^ tbal^ by bis 
labour, he contributes to the fertility of the earth, 
and to the support of his fellow-creatures; but we 
find no such philosophical day-labourer. A mer¬ 
chant may, perhaps, be a man of an enlarged mind; 
but there is nothing in trade connected with an en¬ 
larged mind.” 

I mentioned that I had heard Dr. Solander say 
he was a Swedish Laplander. Johnson. “ Sir, 1 
don't believe he is a Laplander. The Laplanders 
are not much above four feet high. He is. as tall 
as you; and he has not the copper colour of a Lap¬ 
lander.” Boswell. “ But what motive could he 
have to make himself a Laplander?” Johnson. 

** Why, Sir, he must either mean the word Lap¬ 
lander in a very extensive sense, or may mean a 
voluntary degr^atioo of himself. * For all my 
being the great man that you sec me now, I was 
originally a barbarian f as if Burke shoidd say, ' I 
came over a wild Irishman’ — which he might say 
in his pr^ent state of exaltation.” (') 

Having expressed a desire to have an island like 
Inchkenneth, Dr. Johnson set himself to think what 
would be necessary for a man in such a situation. 

** Sir, I should build me a fortification, if I came 
to live here; for, if you have it not, what should 
hinder a pared of ruffians to land in the nigh^ and 

( 1 ) Solsndertrubm in Nordli^ in Sweden, ia 1736. In 
17 M be eccompenied Btulu in hi* voyage wita Opok. Tbe 
Hiog. Diet, es^ that wu .n Rhort nir miBB,, Otter 
wha imsU eyes, end good-humoured counteosnce.'^^C, 
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cany off eveiy thiDg- you hare io the Jiouse, wh/c//, 
in a remote eountiy, would be more valuable than 
cows and sheep ? add to all tbia the danger of hav¬ 
ing your throat cut" Boswell. ** I would have a 
large dog.” Johnson. “ So you may» Sir; but a 
large dog is of no use but to alarm.” He, however, 
I apprehend, thinks too lightly of the power of that 
animal. I have heard him say, that he is afraid of 
lio dog. “ He would take him up by the hinder 
' 'gg, which would render him quite helpless; and 
tjU'D knock his head agmnst a stone, and beat out 
liU brains.” Topham Beauclerk told me, that at his 
house in the country, two large ferocious dogs were 
lighting. Dr. Johnson looked steadily at them for 
a little while; and then, as one would separate two 
little boys, whp are foolishly hurting each other, he 
ran up to them, and cuffed their heads till he drove 
them asunder. But few men have his intrepidity, 
Herculean strength, or presence of npnd. Most 
thieves or robbers would be afraid to encounter a 
mastiff. 

I observed, that when young Coi talked of the 
iuids belonging to his family, he always said my 
ands.” For this he had a plausible pretence; for 
he told me, there has been a custom in this family, 
that the Laird resigns the estate to the eldest son 
when he comes of age, reserving to himself only 4 
certain life-rent. He said, it was a voluntary cua« 
tom; but 1 think I found an ihstance in the charter^ 
room, that there was such an obligation in a con* 
tract of otairUge. If the enstmn was voluntary, it 
was only carious; bat if founded on obligation, it 

VOL. V. » 
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might be dangerous; for 1 have been told, that in 
Ot^eite, whenever a child is bom (a son, I think), 
the father loses his right to the estate and honours, 
and that this unnatural, or rather absurd custom, 
occasions the murder of many children. 

Young Col told us he could run down a grey¬ 
hound : “ for,** said he, “ the dog runs himself out 
of breath, by going too quick, and then I get Up 
M'ith lum."(') 1 accounted for his advantage over 
the dog, by remarking that Col had tlie faculty of 
reason, and knew how to moderate his pace, which 
the dog had not sense enough to do. Dr. Johnson 
said, ** He is a noble animaL He is as complete an 
Islander as tlie mind can figure. He is a farmer, a 
sailor, a hunter, a fisher: he will run you down 
a dog: if any man Las a tail (^), it is Col, Ho is 
hospitable; and he has an intrepidity of talk, 
whether he understands the subject or not. 1 regret 
that he is not more intellectual.” 

Dr. Johnson observed, that there was nothing of 
which he would not undertake to persuade a French¬ 
man in a foreign country. ** I ’ll cany a Frenchman 
to St Paul’s Churchyard, and I ’ll tell him, ‘ by our 
law you may walk half round the church, but >f 
you U^alk round the whole, you will be punhshed 
capitallyand he will believe me at once. Now, 
im Englishman would readily swallow such a thing: 

(1) This is Dot spoken of hare^cemrang, where the game is 
taken or lost before the dog gets out of wind; but in chasing 
deer with the great Highland greyhound, expk^ is feasible 
enough.^ Waltee Score* 

* (g) In allusion to Monboddo^s theory, that a perfect man* 
would hard a tail*C* 
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he would go and inquire of somebody else.” The 
Frenchman’s credulity* I observed* must be owing 
to his being accustomed to implicit submission; 
whereas every Englishman reasons upon the laws of 
his country, and instructs his representatives, who 
compose the legislature. 

This day was passed in looking at a small island 
adjoining Inchkenneth, which afforded nothing 
worthy of observation; and in such social and gay 
.-ntertainments as our little society could furnish. 
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Voyage to Iona. ^ Death of young Col. — M*Kinnon$ 
Caoe. La Cr^xdiU dee IncrHulee."—Coaot of 
ytuU. — Nune* laland, loohikill. Quotation 
from Johnson’s Tour.^Detum to MuU.^PuUeney> 

— Pitt .— Wd^)ok. — Wilkee^Engliek and Jeteish 
History compared. — “ Turkish Spy.” — Moy. — 
Lodtbuy’s WarMddle. — Sheep’s-heads. — Sail to 
Oban. — Goldsmith’s T’ravetter. ~ Pope and Cowley 
compared. Inverary. — Letter from Garrick. — 
Hervey’s ** Meditatwns.”Meditation on a Pud¬ 
ding." —Country Neighbours. •— Castle of Inverary. 

— Duke arui Duchess of Argyle.—Influence of Peers. 


Tuesdayy OcL 19.— After breakfast we took leave 
of the young ladies, and of our excellent companion 
Coly to whom we had been so much obliged. He 
had now put us under the care of bis chief; and 
was to hasten back to Sky. We parted from him 
with very strong feelings of kindness and gratitude, 
and we hoped to have had some future opportunity 
of proving to him the sincerity of what we felt; but 
in the following year he was unfortunately lost in 
the Sound between Ulva and MuU())i and this 


{!) Juatoi^ofitctoIlf*Qoani«’thoittethebMtwuiwsmped 
fey tbs hitoxicttioii of the wrloiw who had partaken too lar^Iy 
of M^Qusrrie'a wonted boqtit^^.— Waltze ScoR.^JohnHnk 
Mjt la hit Jourtwy, ** Here we had the last enibnue of this 
•misble mm, who, while these ptgei were preparing to attest 
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imperfect memorial, joined to the high honour of 
being tenderij and respectfully mentioned by Dr. 
Jolinson, is the only return which the uncertainty 
of human events has permitted ms to make to this 
deserving youn^ man. 

Sir Allan, who obligingly undertook to accompany 
ns to IcolmkiU, had a strong good boat, with four 
stout rowers. We coasted along Mull till we reached 
HriboH, where is what is called Mackinnon’s cave, 
ivimpared with which that at Ulinish is inconsider* 
able. It is in a rock of a great height, close to the 
s<‘a. Upon the left of its eutrance there is a cas- 
('adc, almost perpendicular from the top to the 
bottom of the rock. There is a tradition that it was 
c»nducted thitlier artificially, to supply the inhabit¬ 
ants of the cave with water. Dr. Johnson gave no 
credit to this tradition. As, on the one hand, his 
faith in the Christian religion is firmly founded upon 
good grounds; so, on the other, he is incredulous 
when there is no sufficient reason for belief; being 
in this respect just the reverse of modem infidels, 
who, however nice and scrupulous in weighing the 



hii virtue^ periihed in the Mssaoe between UIts Mid.lneb>. 
kenn^" Tne account gh 
Macleat^ nude I 

a eluuseter in 0*Keefe*aHighland 
ftnm Lichfield, 13th Jun^ 1775:—“Thereiegreat lamentation' 
here for poor Chi;” and a review of die Joum^, Gent. 

1774 - thufl coocludeas—“Bu 4 whatever Dr. Johneon mw, 
whstevw be described, will now be popetuated} and tbou^ 
the buildings of tcolnddU are nouldervng into due^ and me 
Off Leim of Col is insensible of praise, readers vet onbom 
their piety wanned by the ruins-of Iona, and 
Ability toucind by r 
—C 


yonoff L 

WiUnel 


andtbelr 

the unthn^ fate of the amiable MecleaB 
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evidences of religion, are yet often so ready to be» 
lleve the most absurd and improbaUe tales of another 
nature, that Itord Hailes well olMerved, a good essay 
might be written Sitr la Cr^uliU dea IncrSdules. 

The height of this cave I candbt tell with any 
tolerable exactness; but it seemed to be very lofty* 
and to be a pretty regular arch. We penetrated, by 
candlelight, a great way; by our measurement, no 
less than four himdred and eighty-five feet Tradi- 
tion says, that a piper and twelve men once advanced 
into this cave, nobody can tell how far(>), and 
never returned. At the distance to which we pro¬ 
ceeded the air was quite pure; for the candle burned 
freely, without the least appearance of the flame 
growing globular; but as we had only one, we 
thought it dangerous to venture farther, lest should 
it have been extinguished, we should have had no 
means of ascertUning whether we could remain 
without danger. Dr. Johnson said, this was the 
greatest natural curiosity he bad ever seen. 

We saw the island of Stafla, at no very great dis¬ 
tance, but could not land upon it the surge was so 
high on its rocky coast 

Sir Allan, anxious for the honour of Mull* was 


(1) There is little room for supposing thst any person erer 
went farther Into McKinnon's csTe than anr man xomj now flOd 
Johnaoo'a admintion of it MiGinir exaggoratecL A great numCer 
of the M^Kinmmsp escaping from some powerful enem^p Ud 
tlMm8d;ees in thU care till the^ could g^ <wer to the ule of 
Age It concealed thefnaelrcs and tfaetr btrUnop c^himu; and 
IfeiT show McKinnon's hatbotuTf McKinnon's SsiiagifeMs^ and 
&l^ localltieie McKinnon's car^dlatick was a floe pieee of 


dMCroyedbr* 

OB.wimiriueh 


«M trsteller in the ftantie rage mr tppro* 
tourists are someitiiies sninistd.-*WA£na 
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Still talking of its woods, and pointing them out to 
Dr. Johnson, as appear!^ at a distance on the skirts 
of that island, as we sailed along. Johnson. “ Sir, 
I saw at Tobermorie what they called a wood, which 
1 unluckily took for heath. If you show me what 1 
shall take for furze, it will be something.** 

In the afternoon we went ashore on the coast of 
Mull, and partook of a cold repast, which we carried 
with us. Wc hoped to have procured some rum 
or brandy for our boatmen and servants, from a 
publiC'house near where we landed; but unfortu¬ 
nately a funeral a few days before had exhausted all 
their store. Mr. Campbell, however, one of the 
Duke of Argyle’s tacksmen, who lived in the neigh¬ 
bourhood, on receiving a message from Sir Allan, 
sent us a liberal supply. 

We continued to coast along Mull, and passed by 
Nuns’ Island, which, it is said, belonged to the nuns 
of Icolmkill, and from which, we were told, the stone 
for the buildings there was taken. As we sailed 
along by moonlight, in a sea somewhat rough, and 
often between black and gloomy rocks, Dr. Johnson 
said, ‘*If this be not rovittg among the Hebrides, 
nothing is." The repe^tion of words which he had 
so often previously used made a strong impression 
OB my imagination; and, by a natural course of 
thinking, led me to consider how our present ad¬ 
ventures would appear to me at a future period. 

1 have. oftmi experienced, that seentt through 
which a man has pused improve by lying in *the 
memory: they grow mellow. Aed' labo^ tunt 
jmeundu This may.be owing to comparing them 

r 4 
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with presetit listless ease. Even harsh scenes ae> 
quire a softness bj Icn^ of time (^); and some are 
like very loud sounds, which do not please, or at 
least do not please so much, till you are removed to 
a certain distance. They may be compared to 
strong coarse pictures, which will not bear to be 
viewed near. Even pleasing scenes improve by 
timei and seem more exquisite in recollection, than 
when they were present; if they have not faded to 
dimness in the memory. Perhaps, there is so much 
evil in every human enjoyment, when present, — so 
much dross mixed with it, that it requires to be re* 
fined by time; and yet I do not see wliy time should 
not mdt away the good and the evil in equal pro* 
portionswhy the shade should decay, and the 
light remain in preservation. 

After a tedious sail, which, by our following vari¬ 
ous turnings of the coast of Mull, was extended to 
about forty miles, it gave us no small pleasure to 
perceive a light in the village at Icolmidll, in which 
almost all the inhabitants of the island live, close to 
where the ancient building stood. As we approached 
the shore, the tower of the cathedral, just discern* 
ible in the air, was a picturesque object. , 

When we had landed upon the sacred plaee» 
which, as long as I can remember, I had tiiought os 

(1)1 bate latelvobserred that diis thought haa bean el^gastly 
S^ r aM ed by Comey 

* Tblngi vtalcfa offted wtiM pmenu tod 
la tttmoarjt mM 

t M 

. It Ja odd that Mr. Boawell, who had lately made ao ^ S 
iVom the jEoaid, abould hare forgotten the 

« FWHn athM oitte maodalM JunUt***C« 
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with veneration, Dr. Johnson and 1 cordially em¬ 
braced. We had long talked of visiting IcolinkiU; 
and, from the lateness of the season, were at times 
Very doubtful whether we should be able to effect 
our purpose. To have seen it, even idbue, would 
have given me great satisfaction; but the venerable 
scene was rendered much more pleasing by the 
company of my great and pious friend, who was no 
leas affected by it than I was; and who has described 
ihe impressions it should make on the mind, with 
such strength of thought, and energy of language, 
that I shall quote his words, as conveying my own 
s^satiems much more forcibly thau 1 am capable of 
doing: — 

“ We were now treading that illustrious island, 
which was once the luminary of the Caledonian retnons, 
whence savage clans and roving barbarians derived the 
benefits of knowledge, and the blesaings of religion. 
To abstract the mind from ill local emotion would be 
impossible if it were endeavoured, and would he foolish 
if it were possible. '^Vhatever withdraws us from the 
power of OUT senses, whatever makes the past, the dis¬ 
tant, or th^ future, predominate over the present, ad¬ 
vances US in the dignity of thinking belngsP Far frimi 
me, and from my friends, be such frigid philosophy as 
may conduct us indiffbrent and unmoved* over any 
ground which haa been dignified by wisdom, bravery, 
or virtue. That man is little to be envied, whose pa* 
triotiam would not gain /orce upon the {dain of Ifara- 
thbn, or whose piety would not grow warmer amoi^ 
rains of/ona(') 1** 

(1) Had our Tour produced nothioB else but this sublime 
psissge. the world must have acknowMged that it was- not 
■tide ui vain. The preseot rcqtectable PnaUcot of the 
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Upon hearing Sir Allan M‘Lean was arrived, 
the inhabitants, who still consider themselves as the 
people of M‘Lcan, to whom the island formerly be* 
longed, though the Dnke of Aigyle has at present 
possession of it> ran eagerly to him. 

We were accommodated this night in a large barn, 
the island affording no lodging that we should have 
liked so well. Some good hay was strewed at one 
end of it, to form a bed for us, upon which we lay 
with our clothes on; and we were furnished with 
blankets from the village. Each of us had a port¬ 
manteau for a pillow. When I awaked in the morn¬ 
ing, and looked round me, 1 could not help smiling 
at the idea of the chief of the McLeans, the great 
English moralist, and myself, lying thus extended 
in such a situation. 

Wedne$day, OcL 20.— Early in the morning we 
surveyed the remains of antiquity at tiiis place, ac¬ 
companied by an illiterate fellow, as cicerone^ who 
called himself a descendant of a cousin of Saint Co- 
lumba, the founder of the religious establishment 
here. As I knew that many persons had already 
examined |hem, and as 1 saw Dr. Johnsoft inspecting 
■and measuring several of the mins of which he has 
flince given so full an account, my mind wasqvi- 
^cent; and I resolved to stroll among them at mj 
ease, to take no trouble to investigate minutely, and 
only receive'the geneiwl impression of solemn anti- 
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quity, and the particnlar 4deae of aach objects m 
should of themselves strike my attention. 

We walked from the monastery of nuns to the 
i^reat cliurch or cathedral, as they call it, along an 
old broken causeway. They told us that this had 
bi'eii a street, and that ^ere were good houses built 
OTi each side Dr. Johnson doubted if it was any 
thing more tlian a paved road, for the nuns. The 
coovent of monks, the great church, Oran’s cbap^ 
and four other chapels, are still to be discemecL But 
I must own that Icolmkill did not answer my ex* 
pectations; for they were high, from what I had 
read of it, and still more from what I had heard and 
thought of it, from my earliest years. Dr. Johnson 
said it come up to his expectations, because he had 
taken his impression from uu account of it subjoined 
to Sacheverel’s History of the Isle^f Man, where it 
is said, there is not much to be seen here. We were 
both disa]>pninted, when we were shown what are 
called the monuments of the kings of Scotland, Ire¬ 
land, and Denmark, and of a king of France. There 
are only some grave-stones flat on the earth, and we 
eould see no inscriptionB. How far short was this 
of marble monuments, like those in Wtotnunstor 
^Abbcy, which I had imagined here I The gray^* 
stones of Sii^ Allan M‘Lean’s family, and of that of 
M'Quarrie, had as good an appearance as the rOfiU 
giave^stones, if they were royal; we doubted.' 

, My easiness to give credit to what I beard ja the 
course of our Tour was too great. Dr. Johnson^s 
peculiar accuracy of invesrigaUon detected mndi 
tradition^ ^cUoa, ^ many gross It is 
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act to be wondered at that he was provoked by 
people carelessly telling him, with the utmost readi¬ 
ness and confidence, what he found, on qaestioning 
them a little more, was erroneous. Of this there 
were innumerable instances. (*) 

I left him and Sir Allen at breakfast in our bam, 
and stole back again to the cathedral, to indulge in 
solitude and devout meditation. While contem¬ 
plating the venerable ruins, I reflected with much 
satisfacUon, that the solemn scenes of piety never 
lose their sanctity and influence, though the cares 
and follies of life may prevent us from visiting them, 
or may even make us fancy that their eflbets ore 
only “ as yesterday, when it is past,” and never ag^ 
to be perceived. 1 hopetl that, ever after having 
been in this holy place, I should nimntain an exem¬ 
plary conduct. One has a strange propensity to 
fix upon some point of time from whence a better 
course of life may begin.' 

Being detirous to visit the opposite shore of the 
idand, where Saint Columba is sud to have landed, 
I procured a horse from one McGinnis, who ran 
along as my guide. The McGinnises are said to be 
a branch of the clan of McLean. Sir Allan had 
been tdd that this ma n had refused to send him 
some rum, at wlucb the knight was in great indig* 
cation. ** You rascal 1” said he, don't you know 
that I can hang you, if I please ? ” Kot adverting 
to' tite chieftain's power over his clan, I imagined 
that Stf Allan had known of some ca|ntal crime that 


• (1) SMpM^Tth Feb. 1775 -a 
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the fellow had committed^ which he could diBcover, 
and BO get him condemned; and said) “ How so?" 
_i( sud Sir Allan, “ are thej not all my- 

people ? ” Sensible of my inadvertency, and most 
willing to contribute what I could towards the con¬ 
tinuation of ftiu4al authori^, ** Very true,*' said L 
Sir Allan went on; Refuse to send rum to me, 
you rascal! Don’t you know that if I order you to 
go and cut a man’s throat, you are to do it ?**— 

Yes, an't please your honour! and my own too* 
and hang myself too.'* The poor fellow denied that 
lie had refused to send the rum. His making these 
professions was not merely a pretence in presence 
of his chief; for after he and 1 were out of Sir 
Allan's hearing, he told me, ** Had he sent his dog 
for the rum, I would have given it: 1 would cot my 
bones for him." It was very remarkable to find 
such an attachment to a chief, though he bad then 
no connection with the island, and had not been 
there for fourteen years. Sir Allan, by way of 
upbraiding the fpUow, said, “ 1 believe you are a 
Campbell," 

The place which 1 went to see is about two miles 
from the village. They call it Portawherry, from 
the wherry in which Columba came; though, when 
they show the length of his vessel, as marked on the 
beach by two heaps of stones, they say, " Here ia 
the length of the ^rraehy" using the Erse word. 

XcolmktU is a fertile island. The inhabitants e&* 
port some cattle and grain; and I waa told they 
import nothing but iron and salt. They are indoa- 
tnotts, and make their own woollen and linen doth; 
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and they brew a good deal of beer, which we did not 
find in any of the other islands. 

We set sail agua about mid-day, and in the even* 
ing luided on MuU, near the house of the Rev. Mr. 

Macleod, who having been informed of our 
coming, by a message from Sir Allan, came out to 
meet us. We were this night very agreeably enter¬ 
tained at his house. Dr. Johnson observed to me 
that he was the cleanest-headed (‘) man that he had 
met with in the Western Islands. He seemed to 
be well acquainted with Dr. Johnson’s writings, and 
courteously said, ** I have been often obliged to 
you, though I never had the pleasure of seeing you 


before." 

He told us he had lived for some time in St. 
Kilda, under the tuition of the minister or catechist 
there, and had there first read Horace and VirgiL 
The scenes which they describe must hare been a 
strong contrast to the dreary waste around him. 

Thursday, Oct. 21. ~ This morning the subject 
of politics was introduced. Johnson. Pulteney 
was as paltry a fellow as could be. He was a Whig 
who pretended to be honest; and you know it is 
ridiculous for a Whig to pretend to be honest. He 
cannot hold it out’' He called Mr. Pitt a me-: 
teor; Sir Robert Walpole-a fixed star. He said, 
** It is wonderful to think that all the force of go¬ 
vernment was required to prevent Wilkes from being 


♦ 

efarat f btit It It decnest in all the editionif^Cs 






the meaningf of dem in Johnson'» Dictionerjr is 
‘Sd with any thing 
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chosen the chief magistrate of London, though the 
liverymen knew he would rob their shops, — knew 
he would debauch their daughters.’'(') 

Boswell. The History of England is so strange 
that, if it were not so well vouched as it is, it would 
hardly be credible.” Johnson. “ Sir, if it were 
told as shortly, and with as little preparation for in¬ 
troducing the dillcrent events, as the History of the 
.Tmvish Kings, it would be equally liable to objec¬ 
tions of improbability." Mr. Macleod was much 
pleased with the justice and novelty of the thought. 
Dr. Johnson illustrated what he had smd as follow^: 

Take, as an instance, Charles the First’s conces¬ 
sions to his parliament, which were greater and 
greater, in proportion as the parliament grew more 
insolent, and less deserving of trust. Had these con¬ 
cessions been related nakedly, without any detail of 

( 1 ) I think it inciimhont on tomake aome obaervation on 
thij utrongaatiricAl sally on my classical companion* Mr* Wilkes. 
Henorting it lately from sotmorv, in his presence, I expressed 
it thus: — They knew he would rob their shops, dnrtt; 
they knew he would debauch tbuir daughters, if he cdlidf ** which, 
aceordjng to tbe French phrase, may be said rencfulrir on Dr. 
Johnson; but on looking into my Journal, 1 found it as abore, 
and would by no means make any addition. Mr. Wilkes re^ 
eeired both readings with a good taumour that I cannot enough 
admire. Indeed boUi he and I (aa, with respect to £e 

reader has more than once had occasion to observe in the course 
of this Journal) are too food of a hon not to relish it^ 
though wc should be ourselves the object of It Let me add, in 
jutticc to the gentleman here mentioned, that, at a subsequent 
petM, be was elected chief magistrate of London, and di^ 
charg^ the duties of that hi^ office with great honmtr to hinw 
•elf and advantage to the d^. Some years before Dr. Jobnsoo 
di^ I was fortunate enough to bring him ud Mr. Wilket Un 
gather; the consequence Sf which was, that they were ever 
oAertvards on easy and not unfriendly terms. The parUculare I 
■hiiii have great pleasure in reliUing hereafter* 
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the circumstances which generally led to them, they 
would not have been believed.’* 

Sir Allan M‘Lean bragged, that Scotland had the 
advantage of England by its having more water. 
Johnson. Sir, we would not have your water, to 
take the vile bogs which produce it. You have too 
much! A man who is drowned has more water 
than either of us;”—and tlien he laughed. (But 
this was surely robust sophistry; for the people of 
taste in England, who have seen Scotland, own tlmt 
its variety of rivers and lakes makes it naturally 
more beautiful than England, in that respect.) Pur¬ 
suing his victory over Sir Allan, he proceeded: 
“ Your country consists of two things, stone and 
water. There is, indeed, a little earth above the 
stone in some places, but a very. little; and the 
stone is always appearing. It is like a mau in rags 

the naked skin is still peeping out.” 

He took leave of Mr.’Maclcod, saying, ** Sir, I 
thank you for your entertmnment, and your con¬ 
versation.” 

Mr. Campbell, who had been so polite yesterday, 
came this morning on purpose to breakfast with us, 
and very obli^ngly furnished us with horses to pro¬ 
ceed on our journey to Mr. McLean’s of Lochbuy, 
where we were to pass the night. We dined at the 
house of Dr. Alexander M'Lean, another physician 
in Mull, who was so much struck with the uncommon 
oonversaUon of Dr. Johnson, that be observed to me, 
*tj^fhis man is just a hogshead of sense.” Q) 

• ♦ 

' (1) A reeUpbor wliieh nii^t mber h«re been expected from 
MHim oriethAn the Doctor; but I bohere thAl It » e common 
oortbeiB ekprcAsioa Uhdgoify grpot coptdtjrof jotcUecU** Cs 
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Dr. JohoBon said of the “ Turkish Spy,” which lay 
in tlie room, that it told nothing but what every 
body might have known at that time; and that what 
was good in it did not pay you for the trouble of 
reading to find tt. 

Aflt r a very tedious ride, through what appeared 
to me the most gloomy and desolate country I had 
over beheld, we arrived, between seven and eight 
o'clock, at Moy, the seat of the Laird of Lochbuy. 
.liny-, in Erse, signifies yellow, and I at first imagined 
that the loch or branch of the sea here was thus 
denominated, in the same manner as the B.ed Sea ; 
out I afterwards learned that it derived its name from 
0 hill above it, which, being of a yellowish hue, has 
the epithet of Suy, 

We had heard much of iMchhuy'^ being a great 
roaring braggadocio, a kind of Sir John Falstaff, 
both in size and manners; but we found that they 
had swelled him up to a fictitious size, and clothed 
him with hnaginary qualities. Cofn idea of him 
was equally extravagant, though very different: he 
fold us he was quite a Don Quixote; and said, he 
would give a great deal to see him and Dr. John¬ 
son together. The truth is, that Lochbuy proved 
to be only a bluff, comely, noisy old gentleman, proud 
of his hereditary consequence, and a very hearty and 
hospitable landlord. Lady Lochbuy was sister to 
Sir Allun M‘Lean, but much older. He smd to me, 
“ They are quite Antedihevians!* Being told that 
Dr. Johnson did not hear well, Lotdtbuy bawled out 
to him, ** Are you of the Johnstons of Glencro, or 
of Ardnamnrchan ? ** Dr. Johnspn gave him a sig- 

vor.. V. o 
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niftcantlook, but made no auswer; and I told hnch- 
huy that he w as not Johnston, but Johnson, and that 
he was an li)ng]ishman. (') 
hochlmy some years ago tried to prove liimsclf a 
weak man, liable to imposition, or, at. we term it in 
Scotland, & facile man, in order to set aside a lease 
which he hod granted; but failed in tin', attempt. 
On my mentioning bhis circumstnnee to Dr. John¬ 
son, he seemed much surprised that such a suit was 
admitted by the Scottish law, and observed, that “ in 
England no man is allowed to staUify himself." (-) 
Sir Allan, Lodibuy^ and 1, had the conversation 
chiefly to ourselves to-night. Dr. Johnson, being 
extremely weary, went to bed soon after supper. 

Friday, Oct. 22. — Bclbi'e Dr. Johnson came to 
breakfast. Lady LocJdniy said, he was a dungeon 
of wita very common phrase in Scotland to ex- 
pntss a profoundness of inteilee , though he after¬ 
wards told me that he never had lu^rd it. (-') She 

(1) Boswell totally misapprehended 1.nchhwi\ meaning. 
There are two septs of the powerful clan of ItJ'i)onalil, who 
are called Mac-Ian, that is, Joh7i'$'.xMi i and sis Highlanders 
often translate their names when they gi> to the Lowlands, — 
as Gregor-son for Mac-Gregor. ''sirquhar-son fur Fnrnuhar, — 
I.od»buy supposed that Dr. Johnson might be one of the Mac- 
lans of Ardnamurchan, or uf Gl- ncn. Koswell's explan¬ 
ation was Dothinff to the purpose. The Johnstons are a clan 
distinmisbed in Scottish border histor}', and as brave as any 
Highund that ever wore bribes; but they 1^ entirely 
out Lockbutf'M knowledge — nor was be thinking of them. 
WauBB Scott. 

This maxim, however, has been controrerted. See 
« Blockatone’s Commentaries," voL ii. p. 392.; and the autho- 
ridea dtere quoted. 

(S) It it also commeo in the north of Ireland, and is lomei, 
vdMt more emphatic than the eulogy in a former ptg^ of being 
« kt^skead of sOBie. — C. 



(il. 


MOV. 


LOCHBUY. 


H.l 

proposed that iic should have some cold sheep g 
head I'or breukCast. Sir Allan seemotl displeased 
at his sister’s vulgarity, and wondered Jiow such a 
thought sliuidd come into her liead. From a mis* 
i^innvous love of sport, 1 took the lady’s part; and 
|'.'■avel\ sni<! ‘‘ I tiiink i( is but fair to give him 
. tjt- •fit. If In- does uot clioose it he roay let 
■ I -1 so,” said the lady, looking at 

. T ' otlu-f vM'!? i.-'-ol xictorj'. Sir Allan, finding 

. : .•MUtoj the room, and 

>k SI. ' A .,j .j j>. . ,b,hns*‘ii came in, she caJIcil 
K‘i !i»ei, any e.ohi sheep’sIn-nd, Sir?” 

!.'v M . .:nd in , with a tone of surprise and 

h-n.'. sir,' saiii she. supposing he 
‘i.«l rofijM 't is }<• v;iv.. !'K- ironliiij of liringiiig it in. 
'liiey tJnw v.enton ..i ero'S purposes, till he c<in- 
to'CoMj his refusal in aiuanucr uot to be misuiider- 
stooil; while ’ -at quietly by and enjoyed my 

SU(/ ' ■!.< 

* b ••••ni;*asr, wo surveyed the old castle, in 
the pi‘ <ii- oi wliich Loc/Umy hod some 

yeai-8 before n -upuii him to imprison several 
pt'rsons; and !)•< j c had been fined in a con* 
siderable sum by ..le Court of Justiciary, he was so 
little Hfi'eutcd by *t, tiiot wliile we were examining 

( 1 ) pardon of ine Doctor and hts conductor, I have 

ofWi) and ^rtaVon of cold sheep's head at as good break- 
tables as ever tboy sat at. This ))rotest is something in the 
manner cf the late C^roHde,' who fought a duel for the honour 
of Aberdeen butter. I l^ve pastied over all tbe Doctor's oUier 
rc)iToachc8 upon Scotland, but the sheep’s head I will defend 
tol4i viribus* Dr. Joh^n himself tnust have forgiven my seal 
on this occasion; for if, as he safs, dinner be tbeming of a*hicb 
a man thinks ofimeH dvrttig the /ntolfast must be that ot 
which he thinksJSrjt m the morning. — WltTia Scony 

c 2 
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the dungeon, he said to me, with a Bmne,.*‘Your 
father knows sometliing of this(alluding to my 
father’s having sat as one of the judges on his trial.) 
Sir Allan whispered me, that the laird could not be 
persuaded that be bad lost his heritable juris¬ 
diction. (I) 

We then set out for the ferry, by which wo were 
to cross to the main land of Argyleshirc. IjOi'hhuy 
and Sir Allan accompanied us. We were told much 
of a war-saddle, on which this reputed Don 
Quixote used to be mounted; but wc did not see it, 
for the young laird had applied it to a less noble 
purpose, having taken it to Falkirk fur a drove 
of black cattle. 

Wc bade adieu to LocMmyy and to our very kind 
conductor, Sir Allan M‘Loan, on the shore of Mull, 
and then got into the ferry-boat, the bottom of 
which was strewed with branches of trees or bushes, 


(l) Sir Allan M'Lean, like manjr Highland chiefs w em¬ 
barrassed in hit private a^irs and exposed to unpleasant soli¬ 
citations from atiomeys, railed, in Scotland, uriVers (which, 
indeed, was the chief motive of his retiring to Inchkeiineth). 
Upon one occasion he made a visit to a friend, then residing at 
CaiTOD lodge, on the banks of t^bc Carron, where the bonks of 
that river aie studded with pretty villas: Sir Allan, odnurlng the 
landscape, asked his friend, wh^ that handsome seat bedonEed 

to. “M-, the writer to the signet,” was Ifae reply. 

said Sir Allan, but not with an accent of assent, »I mean that 
other house.” ** Oh! that belongs to a very honest fellow, 
Jamie , also a writer to the signet." “Umpb!” said the 
Highland chief of M'Lean, with more emphasis than before. 

And yon smaller hodse?” *'Tbat bclcmgs to a Stirling man; 
I forget his name, but I am sure he is a writer, too; for— 
Sir Allan, who had recoiled a quarter of a eir^ backward at 
every resporuie, now wheeled the circle entire, uid turned his 
back on tae landscape, saying, " My good friend, 1 muA own, 
you bavcaprclty situation here; but it-n your neigtAourhood " 
^Wausa Scon. 
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upon which we sat We had a good day and a fine 
oassage, and in the evening landed at Oban, where 
wc found a tolerable inn. After having been so 
long confined at different times in islands, from 
which it was always uncertain when we could gee 
flway, it was comfortable to be now on the main 
land, and to know that If in health, we might get to 
any place in Scotland or England in a certain num* 
ber of days. 

Here we discovered, from the conjectures which 
were formed, that the people of the main land were 
entirely ignorant of our motions; for in a Glasgow 
newspaper wc found a paragraph, which, as it con> 
tains a just and wcll>tumed compUment to iny illus* 
trlcms friend, I shall here insert: ~ 

“ We are well assured that Dr. Johnson is confined 
by tempestuous weather to the isle of Sky; it being 
unsafe to venture in a small boat upon such a stormy 
surge as is very common there at this time of the year. 
Such a philosopher, detained on an almost barren island, 
rei^cmbliM a whale left upon the strand. The latter will 
be welcome to every body, on account of his oil, his 
bone, &c., and the other will charm bis companions, 
aiid tbe rude inViabltants, with bis supetioi knowledge 
and wisdom, calm reagnation, and unbounded benevo. 
knee.” 

% 

Saturday, OeL 23. — After a good night’s rest, 
we breakfasted at our leisure. We talked of Gold' 
smith’s Traveller, of which Dr. Johnson spoke 
highly; and while I was helping him on with his 
great coat, he repeated from it the character of the 
BriUsh nation, which he did with such energy, that 
the tear started into his eye; — 

• G S 
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" Stem o*er aecb bosom reasoa holds her ftate. 

With daring aims irregularly great» 

Pride in their port, defiance in their eye» 

I see the lords of humankind pass by, 

Intent on high designs^ a thoughtful band, 

By forms unfashioo'd, fre&h from nature's hand; 

Fierce in their native hardiness of soul. 

True to imagined ri^t, above controul, 

While even the peasant boasts these rights to scan, 

And learns to venerate himself as man.** 

I 

4 

We could get but one bridle here, which, accord¬ 
ing to the maxim detur diffniori, was appropriated 
to Dn Johnson's sheltie. I and Joseph rude with 
hatters. We crossed in a ferrj'-boat-a pretty wide 
lake, and on the farther side of it, close by the 
shore, found a hut for our inn. W'c were much 
wet. I changed ray clothes in part, and was at 
puns to get myself well dried. Dr. Johnson reso¬ 
lutely kept on all his clothes, wet as they M'cre, 
letting them steam before the smoky turf fire. 1 
thought him in the wrong; but his firmness was, 
])crhaps, i species of heroism. 

I remember but little of our conversation. 1 
mentioned Shenstone's saying of Pope, that he had 
the art of condensing sense more than any body. 
Dr. Johnson said, “ It is not true, Sir. There is 
more sense in a line of Cowley than in a page (or a 
sentence, or ten lines—1 am not quite certain of the 
very phrase) of Pope.** He maintained that Archi¬ 
bald, Duke of Argyle, was a narrow man. I won¬ 
dered at thu; and observed, that his building so 
great a house at Inverary was not like a nar 
man. Sir," said he, “ wfaa a narrow man hat 
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resolved to build a house, he builds it like another 
man. But Archibald, Duke of Ai^le, was narrow 
in his orditiary expenses, in his quotidian expenses.” 

The distinction is very just. It is in the ordinary 
expenses of life that a man’s liberality or nar- 
rowiic'is is to be discovered. 1 never heard the 
word quotidian in this sense, and I imagined it to be 
a word of Dr. Johnson’s own fabrication; but 1 
have since found it in Young’s Night Thoughts 
(Night fifth), 

« Deith’< a destroTcr of quotidian prey," 

and ill iiiy friend’s Dictionary, supported by the 
authorities of Charles I. and Dr. Donne. 

It rained very hard as we journeyed on after 
dinner. The roar of torrents from the mountains, 
as we passed along in the dusk, and the other cir¬ 
cumstances attending our ride this evening, have 
been mentioned with so'much animation by Dr. 
Johnson, that I shall not attempt to say any thing 
on the subject. 

Wc got at night to Inverary, where we found an 
excellent inn. Even here. Dr. Johnson Would not 
change his wet clothes. 

The pro^ieot of good accommodation cheered us 
much. We supped well; and after supper, Dr. 
Johnson, whom 1 had not seen taste any fermented 
liquor during all our travels, called for a of 
whisky. ** Corae,** said he, let me know what it 
is that makes a Scotchman happy I ” He drank it 
all but a drop, which I b^ged leave to pour into 
my glass, that I ni^t say we had drunk whisky 

-o 4 
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together. I proposed Mrs. Thrale should be our 
toast. He ^rould uot have her druuk in whisky, 
but rather ^^some insular lady;" so we drank one of 
the ladies whom we had lately left. He owned 
to>nigh^ that he got as good a room and bed as at 
an English inn. 

I hid here tlie pleasure of finding a letter from 
home, which relieved me from tlie anxiety I had 
suffered, in consequence of not having received any 
account of my family for many weeks. I uUu found 
a letter from Mr. Garribk, which was a regale as 
agreeable as a pine-apple would be in a desert. He 
)iad favoured me with his correspondence for many 
years; and when Dr. Johnson and I were at Inver¬ 
ness, I had written to him as follows: — 


Lmn 161. MR. BOSWELL TO MR. GARRICK. 

** Inveraess, Sunday, Auftust 89lb, 1773. 

Mt dbar Sm, — Here I am, and Mr. Samuel 
Johnson actually wiA me. We were a night at Fores,' 
in coming to which, in the dusk of the evening, we 
passed over die bleak and blasted heath where Mkcbeth 
met the witches. Yonr old preceptor repeated, with 
much solemnity, the speech 

' How telit ealkd to WiMtmtbeMw 

So wlUicr'd Mul to wild is Uidr ta. 


day we visited die rains cd Macbeth’s easde at ln» 
vemesB. 1 have bad great romantic aatiifaction in seeing 
Ji^nson upon the dnaical scenes of Shakspeam in Scot¬ 
land ; whidi I really looked upon aa almoet as im¬ 
probable as that * Bimara wood should come to Dunai- 
nane.’ Indeed, as I have always been aecuatomed to 
view him as a permanent liondon object, it would not 
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be mucb more wonderful to me to see St. Paul’s church 
mbring along where we now are. As yet we have 
travelled in postchaises; but to.inorFOw we are to mount 
on horseback; and ascend into the mountains by Fort 
Augustus, and so on to the ferry, where we are to cross 
to Sky. We shall see that island fully, and then visit 
some more of the Hebrides; after which we are to land 
in Argyleshirc, proceed by Cflasgow to Auchinleck, re¬ 
pose there a competent time, and then return to Edin¬ 
burgh, from whence the Itambler will depart for old 
Sngland again, as soon as he finds it convenient 
Hitherto we have hud a very prosperous expedition. 1 
Hatter myself, i/e.rtvtur ad inium, qualit ab incepto pro- 
<r$aerit. He is in excellent spirits, and 1 have a 
rich juuruaJ of his conversation. Look back, Davy (^), 
to Lichfield ; run up througli the time that has elapsed 
since you first knew Mr. Johnson, and enjoy widi me 
his present extraordinary tour. I could not resist the 
impulse of writing to you from this place. The situa. 
tion of the old castle corresponds exactly to Sbakspeare'a 
description. While we were there to-day, it happened 
oddly, that a raven perched ‘u])on one of the chimney- 
tops, and croaked. Then 1 in my turn repeated 

' iyi9 ravon himaclf i% 

'Hiat croaks the Iktal cntrai>ce of Duncan 
Un^cr my batUraenU* 

“ I wish you had been with us. Think what en¬ 
thusiastic happiness I shall have to see Mr. Samuel 
Johnson walking among the romantic rocks'and woods 
of my ancestors at Audiinleck 1 Write to me at Edin- 
buigh. You owe me his verses on great tueorge and 
tuneful Cibber, and the bad verses which led him to 
make hia fine ones on Philips the musician. Keep your 
promise, and let me have them. 1 offer my very best 

( 1)1 took the liberty of giving this familinr tppelliiUon to n>y 
celebrated friandi to bring in a more lively manner to his re* 
lueinbrance the period when he was Dn Johnson*• pupU« 
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eonq^liinents to Mn. Gtzridc, and eyer am yooi' wma 
admirer and friend, JAuea Bdanrani.. 

His answer was as follows: ~ 

Lasruies. MR. GARRICK TO MR. BOSWELL. 

Hampton, 14 th September, 177a 

** Dear Sir, — You stole away from London, and 
left us all in the lurch ; for we expected you one night 
at the club, and knew nothing of your departure. Had 
I paid you what 1 owed you for the book you bought 
for me, I should only have grieved for the loss of your 
company, and slept with a quiet conscience; but, wounded 
as it is, it must remain so rill I see you again, though 1 
am sure our good friend Mr. Johnson will discharge the 
debt for me, if you will let him. Your account of your 
journey to Fores, the raven, old ca*itle, &c. &c. made me 
half mad. Are you not rather too late in the year for 
fine weather, whidi is the life and soul of seeing places? 
I hope your pleasure will continue quali* ab iricepto, &c. 

** Your friend, - - (•) threatens me much. 1 only 

wish that he would put hU threats in execution, and, if 
he prints his play, I will forgive him. 1 remember he 
complained to you that his bookseller called for the 
money for some copies of his QLusiad^, which 1 sub* 
scrib^ for, and that I desired him to call again^ The 
truth is, that my wife was not at home, and that for 
weeks blether 1 have not ten shillings in my pockeL 
Howevo*, had it been otherwise, it was not so great 

( 1)1 hare nippressed my friend's name from an apprehension 
ot wounding hii scuiibility; but I wouM not withhold from my 
readers a passage which shows Mr* Oani^'i mode of writxng 
as the manager of a theatre, and contains a pleiung trait o( bis 
domestic life* His judgment of dramatic pieces, so far as cMi* 
oama their eihibition on the stage, must be allowed to have con- 
adarable wei^t. Bus from the eflhct which a perusal of the 
tragedy here condemned had upon myself, and from the opinions 
of aome eminent critici, 1 venture to pronounce t^t it baa 
much poetical merit ^ and iU author has distinguished bixnse'/ 
by several petfonnaocee which show that the epikhet podaitsr 
was, in the present instance, much mia^ipUed* — B* • The au¬ 
thor waa Mldla: saesfitt, Voh 111* p4S4e—C. 
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a crime to.draw hii poetical TengeaRce npon me. I 
despise all that he can do, and am glad that 1 can bo 
easily get i id of him and his ingratitude. I am hardened 
both to abuse and ingratitude. You, I am sure, will 
no more recommend your poetasters to my civility and 
good offices. 

8baII 1 recommend to you a play of Eachylua (the 
Prometheus), published and tcmnslated by poor old 
Morell, who is a good scholar, anil an acquaintance of 
mine.^ It will be but half>a>guiDea, and your name 
shall be put in the list I am making for Um. You 
will Ih' in very good company. Now for the epitaphs ! 
[ This refers to the epitaph on Philips, and tlie verses 
on George tlte S^iid, and Colley Cibber, as his 
poet laureatffor whwh see anti, Vol. I. p. 16.5.] 

" ] have no more paper, or 1 should have said more 
to you. My love to you and respects to Mr. Johnson. 
Yours ever, D. Garriok. 

1 can't write. I have the gout in my hand.” 

Sunday, Ort. 21-. — We passed the forenoon 
culnily and placidly. 1 prevailed on Dr. Johnson to 
read aloud Ogden’s sixth Sermon on Prayer, which 
lie did u'itli a distinct expression, and pleasing so¬ 
lemnity. He praised my favourite preacher, his 
elegant language., and remarkable acuteness; and 
said, he fought infidels with their own weapons. 

As a specimen of Ogden’s manner, I insert the 
following passage from the sermon which Dr. John¬ 
son now read. The preacher, after arguing against 
that vain philosophy which maintains, in conformity 
with the bard principle of eternal necessity, or un¬ 
changeable pr^etenninatiou, that the only effect of 
prayer for others, although we are exhorted to pray 
lor them, is to produce good dispositions in our¬ 
selves towards them, thus expresses himself: — 
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A phuD man may be apt to ask^ But if this then, 
though enjoined in ^ Holy Scriptures, is to be my 
real aim and intention, when I am taught to pray for 
q^er persons, why is it that I do not plainly so express 
it ? Hliy is not ^e form of the petition brot^ht nearer 
to the meaning? Gire them, say 1 to our bearenly 
Father, what is good. But tUs, I am to understand, 
will be as it will be, and is not for me to alter. Mliat 
is it then that I am doing Y I am desiring to become 
charitable myself; and why may 1 not plainly say so ? 
Is there shame in it, or impiety ? The wish is laud, 
able ; why should I form designs to hide it ? -»Or is 
it, perhaps, better to be brought about by indirect means, 
and in this artful manner ? Alas! who is it that 1 
would impose on ? From whom can it be, in this com¬ 
merce, that I desire to bide any tiling ? When, as my 
Saviour commands me, 1 have ' entered into my closet, 
ami shut my door,’ there are but two parties privy to 
my devotions, God and my own heart: which of the 
two am 1 deceiving ? ” 

He wished to have more books, and, upon in¬ 
quiring if there were any in the house, was told that 
a waiter had some, which were brought to him; but 
1 recollect none of them, except Hervey’s Medita¬ 
tions. He thought slightingly of this admired book. 
He treated it with ridicule, and would not allow 
even the scene of the dying husband and father to 
be pathetic. I am not an impartial judge; for 
Hervey’s Meditations engaged my affections in my 
early years. He read a passage concerning the 
moon, ludieronsly, and showed how easily he could, 
in the same style, make reflections on that planet, 
the very reverse of Hervey’s, representing her os 
treacherous to mankind. He did this with much ■ 



^TAT. 64. HERVET S MEDITATIONS. 95 

humour; but I have DOt preserved the pordcnlars. 
He then indulged a playful fancy, in making aMe> 
ditation on a Pudding, of which 1 hastily wrote 
down, in his presence, the following note; which, 
though iinperfoct, may serve to give my readers 
some idea of it 

“ MP.niTATlON ON A PVnDlNS. 

** Lot U8 seriously reflect of what a pudding is com- 
(Kised. It is composed of flour that once waved in the 
golden grain, and drank the dews of the morning; of 
milk pr('sse<l from tlie swelling udder by die gentle band 
of die beauteous milkmaid, whose beauty and innocence 
might have recommended a worse draught; who, while 
she stroked the udder, indulged no ambitious thoughts 
of wandering in palaces, formed no plans for the de¬ 
struction of iier fellow-creatures: milk, which is drawn 
from the cow, that useful animal, that eats the grass of 
the Held, and supplies us with that which made the 
greatest part of the fooil of -mankind in the age which 
the poets have agreeil to cull golden. It is made with 
.-'.ii egg, that miracle of nature, which the theoretical 
Ihiiuet lias compared to creation. An egg contains 
water within its beautiful smooth surface ; and an un- 
i'onneU mass, by the incubation of die parent, becomes 
a regular animal, furnished with bones and sinews, and 
covered with feathers. Let us consider: cut there be 
more wanting to complete die meditation on a padding? 
If more is wanting, more may be found. It contuns 
salt, which keeps the sea from putrefaction : salt, which 
is made the imi^ of intdlectu^ excdience, contributes 
to the formation of a podding.*' 

In a Magazine 1 found a saying of Dr. Johnson’s, 
something to this purpose; that the happiest pan 
of a man’s life is what be passes lying awake in bed 
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in the morning. I read it to him. He said* ** I 
may, perhaps, hare said this; for nobody, at times, 
talks more laxly than I do.” I Tcntured to suggest 
to him, that this was dangerous from one of his 
authority. 

1 spoke of living in the couiitrj', and upon what 
footing one should be with neighbours. I observed 
that some people were'afraid of being on too easy a 
footing with them, from an apprehension that their 
time would not be their own. He made the obvious 
remark, that it depended mueh on what kind of 
neighbours one has, whether it was desirable to be 
on an easy footing with them or not. 1 mentioned 
a certain baronet, who told me he never m'os happy 
in the country, till he was not on speaking terms 
with his neighbours, which he contrived in different 
ways to bring about ** Lord said he, “ stuck 
long; but at last the fellow pounded iiiy pigs, and 
then I got rid of him.” Johnson. “ Nay, Sir, my 
l(Hd got rid of Sir John, and showed how little he 
valued him, by putting his pigs in the pound.” 

I told Dr. Johnson I was in some difficulty how 
to act at Inverary. I bad reason to think that the 
Duchess of Argyie disliked me, on account of my 
zeal in the Douglas cause ('); but the Duke of 

(1) Elizabeth Gunnins, celebrated (like her sister. Lady 
Comtry) for her personU charms, had been previowdv lichen 
of Hamilton, and wu mother of Douglas Duke of llaniilton, 
the competitor for tbe Douglas property with the late Lord 
Douglas: she was, of cours^ prejudiced gainst Boswelh who 
had shown all the bustling importance of iiis character in the 
DoegtM cauae, and it was taid, I know not on what authority, 
that he beaded the m(rt> which broke the windows of some of tbe 
jttdgas, and of Lord Audualack, bis father, in paiticuler.— 
wsLTcs Scan. 



il^TAT. 64. 


INVERARY CASTLR. 


95 


Argyle (') liad always been pleased to treat me witli 
great civility. They were now at the castle, which 
is a very short walk from our inn; and the question 
was, whether 1 should go and pay my respects there. 
Dr. Johnson, to whom I had stated the case, was 
clear that I ought; but, in his usual way, he was 
very shy of discovering a desire to be invited there 
himself. Though, from a conviction of the beneAt 
of subordination to society, he lias always shown 
^'I'eat respect to persons of high rank, when he 
itappened to be in their company, yet his pride of 
character has ever made him guard against any ap¬ 
pearance of courting the great. Besides, he was 
impatient to go to Glasgow, where be expected 
letters. At the same time he wus, I believe, secretly 
not unwilling to have attention paid him by so great 
a chieftain, and so exalted a nobleman. He insisted 
that 1 should not go to the castle this day before 
dinner, as it would look like seeking an invitation. 
“ But,” sud 1, ** if the duke invites us to dine with 
liim to-morrow, shall we accept?” “ Yes, Sir,” I 
think he said, to be sure." But he added, “ He 
won't ask usl” 1 mentioned, that I was afrtud my 
company might be disagreeable to the duchess. He 
treated this objection with a manly disdain: “ That, 
Sir, he must settle with his wife.” We dined welU 
I went to rile castle just about the time when I sup- 
posed the ladies would be retired from dinner. I 
sent in my name; and, being shown in, found the 
amiable duke sitting at the head of his table with 

' 1 ) John, 5th Dukeof Argyll, who died in atst.8S.—C. 
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Beveral gentlemen. I was most politel^r received, 
and gave bis grace some particulars of the curious 
journey which I had been making with Dr. Johnson. 
When we rose from table, the duke said to me, “ 1 
hope you and Dr. Johnson will dine with us to¬ 
morrow.” I thanked his grace; but told him, my 
friend was in a great hurry to get back to London. 
The duke, with a kind complacency, said, “ He 
will stay one day; and 1 will take care he shall see 
this place to advanb^e.” I said, 1 should be sure 
to let him know his grace’s in\'itation. As 1 was 
going away, the duke said, “ Mr. Boswell, won’t 
you have some tea ? ” I thought it best to get over 
the meeting with the duchess tliis night; so respect¬ 
fully agreed. I was conducted to the drawing-room 
by the duke, who announced my name; but the 
duchess, who was sitting with her daughter, Lady 
Betty Hamilton (*), and some other ladies, took not 
the least notice of me. 1 should have been mor¬ 
tified at being thus coldly received by a lady of 
whom 1, with the rest of the world, have always 
entertained a very high admiration, bad 1 not been 
consoled by the obliging attention of the duke. 

When I returned to the inn, I informed Dr. John¬ 
son of the Duke of Argyle’s invitation, with which 
he was much pleased, and readily accepted of it 
We talked of a violent contest which was then car¬ 
rying on, with a idew to the next general election 
for Ayrshire; where one of the candidates, in order 
to undermine Uie old and established interest, had 


(a) Aftsrwuds Couot«t»of Derbr.—C. 
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artfully held himself out as a champion for the in- 
dependency of the county against aristocratic in - 
duencc, and had persuaded several gentlemen into 
a resolution to oppose every candidate who was 
supported by peers. ** Foolish fellows I” said Dr. 
Johnson^ ** don’t they see that they are as much 
dependent upon the peers one way as the other, 
'fhe peers have but to oppose a candidate, to ensure 
him success. It is said, the only way to moke a pig 
go forward is to puli him back by the tail. ThM 
people must be treated like pigs.” 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Incerary Cattle. BiAop Archibald Campbell. 
Hauglat.^ Juvenal. -^RelisUmt BuUdingt.— Rote- 
dova Bowte. — Loehhmond. <— Camero}i House. - * 
Smollet’t Monument .— Glaegtfw. — TheFoulieet, SfC, 
~~-Loudoun Caetie.-^T'reetbank.—Dundonatd Cattle. 
~~EgUntoune Cattle. —Auchinlech.^BotvoelFi Fa- 
Aer. — Aneedotee. — Hamilton. — Edinburgh. 


Monday, Oct. 25. — My acquaintance, the Rev. 
Mr. John M'Auiaj^, one of the ininietm of Inverary, 
and brother to our good friend at Calder, came to 
U8 this morning, and accompanied us to the castle, 
where I presented Dr. Johnson to the Duke of 
Argyle. We were shown through the house; and 
I never shall forget the impression made upon my 
fancy by some of the ladies’ maids tripping about in 
neat morning dresses. After seeing for a long time 
little but rusticity, their lively manner, and gay in¬ 
viting appearance, pleased me so much, that I 
thought for the moment, 1 could have been a knight- 
errant for them. (') 

We then got into a low one-horse chair, ordered 

for us by the duke, in which we drove about the 

. * 

(1) Oq reflection< tt the ^ieu&ce of seTcral I wonder 
that y«5nerable fellow-traveller should have read this puisage 
without ceosuring mj leritjr. 
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place. Dr. Johnson was much struck hj the gran* 
deur and elegance of this princely scat. He thought, 
however, tlie castle too low, and R-ished it had been 
a story higher. He said, ** What I admire here, is 
the total defiance of expense.” I had a particular 
pi'ido in showing him a great number of fine old 
trees, to compensate for the nakedness which had 
made such an impression on him on the eastern 
<>oast of Scotland. 

When we came in, before dinner, we found the 
duke and some gentlemen in the hall. Dr. Johnson 
took much notice of the large collection of arms, 
v> hich arc excellently disposed there. I told what 
lu: had said to Sir Alexander McDonald, of his an* 
cpsturs not suffering their arms to rust. “ Well,” 
said the doctor, but let us bo glad we live in times 
when anns rust. We can sit to-day at his 
grace's tabic, without any risk of being attacked, 
and perhaps sitting down again wounded or maimed.” 
The duke placed Dr. Johnson next himself at table. 
I Vus in fine spirits; and though sensible that 1 
had the misfortune of not being in favour with the 
duchess, I was not in the least disconcerted, and 
offered her grace some of the dish that was before 
me. It must be owned that 1 was iu the right to 
he ((uite uncuncoriied, if 1 could. 1 was the Duke 
of Argyle’s guest; aud 1 had no reason to suppose 
that he adopted the prejudices and resentments of 
tlio Duchess of Hamilton. * 

I knew it was the rule of modem high life not to 
drink to any body; buVthat I might have the satis- 

H 2 
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faction for once to look the duchess in the face, with 
a glass in mj hand, I with a respectful air addressed 
her, ** My Lady Duchess, 1 have the honour to drink 
your grace’s good health.” 1 repeated the words 
, and with a steady countenance. This was, 
perhaps, rather too much; but some allowance must 
be made for human feelings. 

The duchess was very attentive to Dr. Johnson. 
I know not how a middle Hate came to be men* 
tioned. Her grace wished to hear him on that 
point. ** Madam,” said he, ** your own relation, 
Mr. Archibald Campbell, can tell you better about 
it than I can. He was a bishop of the nonjuring 
communion, and wrote a book upon the subject.” 

He engaged to get it for lu'r grace. He aflcrwards 
gave a full history of Mr. Archibald CampbeU 
wliich I am sorry I do not recollect particularly. 
He said, Mr. Campbell had been bred a violent 
Whig, but afterwards kept better company, and 
became a Tory." He 'said this with a smile, in 
pleasant allusion, as 1 .thought, to the opposition 
between his own political principles and those of 



(1) As this book is now become Toy scarq^ I dull eubjoiD 
the titltf which is curiras:— 

**The Doetrins* ofs Middle SUts between Dettb end the Rcmimctioii; 
Of Prsfen fof the : And the Neeenltj of Puriflcstlon; pUlsly 




■ ViaHM 




itite Chufch: And acknowMged byieeend lesmed Fstben snd peM 
Divinei of the Church of En^snd lod othm iiDee the Rtfbmuition. To 
which u sdded, in Appeodix cooeerDlnf the Deioent of the Soul of Chrlft 
Into Hell, while his Body ley In the Onee. Tofcether with the Judgment 
ct the Rererend Dr. H{ck$ ooweMbig thU BoA, $o hr u relates to e 
Middle BtaCeiPerticuUr Jedfnwoti aodPrejenlbrtheDeadtUiti&Mered 
In the drst ration. And a MaimseTlpt of the Rlpht Beeerend Blih^ 
Orerell upon die sobleot of a Middle Bute, end nefer betbieorlntel Alio^ 
aPrmmatlveMthut eewatof the Emus of the Romaa Churkin dm 
rmMtmiatL ^theHemnhloArtuibildCampbelL'* Nle^tliQ. < 
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the dake's clan. He added that Mr. Campbell, after 
the revolution (^), was thrown into gaol on account 
of his tenets; but, on application by letter to the 
old Lord Townshend, was released: that he always 
spoke of his lordship with great gratitude, saying, 
** though a Whig^ he had humanity.** 

Dr. Johnson and 1 passed some time together, in 
June, 1784, at Pembroke college, Oxford, with the 
Rev. Dr. Adams, the master; and I having expressed 
a regret that my note relative to Mr. Archibald 
Campbell was imperfect, he was then so good as to 
write with his own hand, on the blank page of my 
Journal, opposite to that which contains what I have 
now mentioned, the following paragraph; which, 
howe\'er, is not quite so full as the narrative he gave 
at Inverary: — 

The Honourable Archibald Campbell wo, I believe, 
the nephew (2) of the Marquis of Argyle. He began 
life by engaging in Monmouth’s rebellion, and, to escape 
tlie law, lived some time in Surinam. When he ie> 
turned, he became zealous for episcopacy and monarchy; 
end at the revolution adhered not ody to the nopjoron, 
but to those who refused to communicate with the 
diUTch of England, or to be present at any worship 
where the usurper wo mention^ o king. He was, 1 
believe, more dian once apprehended in the reign of 
■ King WilHam, and once at the accesnon of Gwge. 


(1) It wu not after tbe rmtattm, but after toe aecetatmqf 
toe Henorer tomily, tbat SUi Cranaaetion occurred, heid 
Townshend was not secretary of state till 1714; when be ww 
• to tor a abort time, and became so again in 1720.— C. 
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He wu the familiar friend of Hicks and Ndson ; a 
man of lett^s, but injudicious; and very curious and 
inquisitive, but credulous. He lived in or 44>, 

about seventy-five years old.” 

The subject of luxury haring been introduced, 
Dr. Johnson defended it. ** We have now," aaid 
he, “ a splendid dinner before us; which of all these 
dishes is unwholesome?" The duke asserted, that 
he had observed the grandees of Spain diminished 
in their size by luxury. Dr. Johnson politely re¬ 
frained from opposing directly an observation which 
the duke himself hod made; but said, ** Man must 
be very different from other animals, if be is dimin¬ 
ished by good living; for the size of all other animals 
is increased by it." I made some remark that 
seemed to imply a belief in ucond-fighU The 
duchess said, 1 fancy you will be a methodist.'* 
This was the only sentence her grace deigned to 
utter to me; and I take it for granted, she thought 
it a good hit on my credulity in the Douglas oause. 

A gentleman in company, after dinner, was desired 
by the duke to go to anotoer room, for a specimea 
of curious marble, which his grace wished to show 
us. He brought a wrong piece, upon which the 
duke sent him back again. He could not refiue: 
but, to avoid any appearance of servility, he whistled 
as he walked out of the room, to show his inde¬ 
pendency. On my mentioning this afterwards to 
Dr. Johnson, he said, it was a nice trait of *>bi»- 
racter. 

Dr. Johnson talked a gibat deal, and was so en- 
tertainmg, thiU Lady Betty Hamilton, after dinnei^ 
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went and jidaced her chair close to his, leaned upon 
the back of it, and listened eagerly. It would have 
made a fine picture to have drawn the sage and her 
at this time in their several attitudes. He did not 
know, all the while, how mucli he was honoured. 1 
told him al'terwards, I never saw him so gentle and 
complaisant as this day. (>) 

We went to tea. The duke and 1 walked up and 
down the drawing.room, conversing. The duchess 
still continued to show the same marked coldness for 
me; for which, though 1 sufiered from it, I made 
every allowance, considering the very warm part that 
1 had taken for Douglas, in the cause in which she 
thought her son deeply interested. Had not her 
grace discovered .some displeasure towards me, I 
should liave suspected her of insensibility or dissi- 
mulation. 

Her grace made Dr. Johnson come and sit by her, 
and asked him why he made his Journey so late in 
the year. “ Why, Madam,” said he,.“ you know 
Mr. Boswell must attend the court of session, and it 
does not rise till the twelfth of August.” She said, 
with some sharpness, ** I know nothing of Mr. Bos¬ 
well.” Poor Lady Lucy Douglas (^), to whom I 
mentioned this, o^erved, “ She knew too muck of 
Mr. BoswelL” I shall make-no remark on hor 
grace's speech. 1 indeed felt it as rather too severe; 
but when I recollected that my pxmishment was in- 

( 1 ) Because pe^pt, be had never before seen him in such 
high company.—C 

(a) Lady Liuw daughter of the aecond Duke of 

Montrose, tad wue of Mr. Dougt«i, the succesiflil claimant; 
•he died In 1780vC. 

n 4 
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flieted bj 80 dignified a beanty, I had that kind of 
coBBolation which a man would feel who is strangled 
hj a siXhm cord. Dr. Johnson was all attention to 
her grace. He used aflerwards a droll expression, 
upon her enjoying the three titles of Hamilton, 
Brandon, and Aigyle. Borrowing an image from 
the Turkish empire, he Called her a ducKcu with 
three tail*. 

He was much pleased with onr Tisit at the castle 
of Inverary. The Duke of Argyle was exceedingly 
polite to him, and, upon his complmning of the 
shelties which he had hitherto ridden being too 
small for him, his grace told him he should be pro* 
vided with a good horse to carry him next day. 

Mr. John M'Aulay passed the evening with us at 
our inn. When Dr. Johnson spoke of people whose 
principles were good, but whose practice was faulty, 
Mr. M‘Aulay said, he had no notion of people being 
in earnest in their good professions, whose practice 
was not sttitaUe to them. The doctor grew warm, 
and said, “ Sir, are yon so grossly ignorant of human 
nature, aa not to know that a man may be very 
sincere in good principles, without having good 
practice ? ” 

Dr. Johnson was unquestionably in the right; 
and whoever examines hima^lf candidly will be 
satisfied of it, though the inconsistency between 
principles and practice is greater in some men than 
in others. 

I recollect very little of this night's conversation. 
I am sorry that indolence c^e upon me towards 
the condumon of oor journey, so that 1 did not write 
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do^ what passed with the same assiduity as daring 
the greatest part of it. 

Tueiday, Oti. S6. — Mr. M‘AuIay breakfasted 
with ns, nothing hurt or dismayed by his last night’s 
correction. Being a man of good Bense> he had a 
just admiraUon of Dr. Johnson. 

Either yesterday morning, or this, I communi* 
eated to Dr. Johnson, fW>m Mr. M'Aulay’s inform> 
ation, the news that Dr. Beattie had got a pension 
of two hundred pounds a year. He sat up in his 
lied, clapped his hands, and cried, 0 brave we I" 
peculiar exclamation of his when he rejoices. (^) 

As we sat over our tea, Mr. Home’s tragedy of 
Douglas was mentioned. I put Dr. Johnson in mind, 
that once, in a cofiee^house at Oxford, he called to 
old Mr. Sheridan, ** How came you, Sir, to give 
Home a gold medal for writing that foolish play ?’* 
and defied Mr. Sheridan to show ten good lines in 
it He did not insist they should be together; but 
that there were not ten good lines in the whole play. 
He now persisted in this. I endeavoured to defend 
that pathetic and beauUful tragedy, and repeated 
the following passage: — 

. .. . " Sincerity, 

Thou flnt of virtuM ! lot oo mortol leove 
Thj oowood path, sltboa^ the earth should gape, 

And fran die gulf of heU destruction cry, 

To take disainulation’B winding way." 

JoHMSOW. “ That will not do, Sir. Nothing is good 
but what is eonaistent with truth or probability, 

(l) Hsviag mentioned, jure than once, that my Journal 
wia pwuaed b^y Dr. Johna^ I think it pr^wr u Inform my 
that tua Is Che last paragnph eriii^ be read. 
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which this is aot. Juvenal, indeed, giveii us a noble 
picture of inflexible virtue: — 

** Esto bonus miles, tutor bonus, arbiter idem 
Integer: ambiguae id quando dt^>ere testis, 

Incertoque rei, Phalaris licet iraperet, ut sis 
Falsus, et admoto dictet perjuria tauro, 

Summum crede nefas animam prcferre nudori, 

£t propter vitam vieendi perdere C8usa>i.''(l) 

He repeated the lines with great force and dig* 
nity; ilien added, “ And, after this, comes-Johnny 
Home, with his earUi gaping^ and his destruciion 
crying ! — pooh I ” 

While we were lamenting the number of ruined 
religious buildings which we had lately seen, I spoke 
with peculiar feeling of. the miserable neglect of the 
chapel belonging to the palace of Holyrood-house, 
in which are deposited the remains of many of the 
kin^ of Scotland, and of many of our nobility. I 
said it was a disgrace to the country that it was 
not repaired; and particularly complained that my 

(I) ** An honeit ffovdian, arbitrator jufti 

Be thou; tnj eutioo 4eeni a lacred truit 
With tb; fOM fword mamuin thj country*! cauae* 

In tffxy aetioa venerate iU tiwi: 

The He fubom'd If faliety unted to iwear. 

Though torture wail thee, torture beat \ 

To forfeit honour^ think Ute blgheiC sharaei 
And IJdi loo dearly liou^t by tod of lane^ 

Nof» to prewrre it. with thy virtue give 
That ibr which oB^ouin wWn to Uta** 

For this nod the other translatioiis to which no simature 
M affixed^ I am indebted to the friend whose obserya&ns are 
xnenrioned in tbe noteis VoL IV. p.77*j and poU* 

B« —Probably Dr. Hugh 61^*—Cs 

ffi) I am sorry that I was unlucky hi my quotation- But 
jiodwitb f taad m g the acuteness Dr. Johnson^ critidsmi and 
the fowef of hii ridiculet the tragedy of Douglas atUl contiDuei 

BDddesarredly adrt^^ 
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frieDd Douglas, the representative of a great house, 
and proprietor of a vast estate, should suffer the 
sacred spot where his mother lies interred to be 
unroofed, and exposed to all the inclemencies of the 
weather. Dr. Johnson, who, 1 knew not how, had 
formed an opinion on the Hamilton side, in the 
Douglas cause, slily answered, ** Sir, Sir, don't be 
too severe upon the gentleman; don’t accuse him 
of want of filial piety I Lady Jane Douglas was not 
his mother.” He roused my zeal so much that 1 took 
the liberty to tell him lie knew nothing of the 
cause; which 1 do most scriotisly believe was the 
case. 

Wu were now ** in a country of bridles and sad* 
dies,” and set out fully equipped. The Duke of 
Arg)le was obliging enough to mount Dr. Johnson 
on a stately steed from hb grace's stable. My friend 
was highly pleased, and Joseph said, He now looks 
like a bishop.” 

We dined at the inn at Tarbat, and at night came 
to Rosedow, the beautiful seat of Sir James CoU 
quhoun, on the banks of Locblomond, where I, and 
any friends whom I have introduced, have ever 
been received with kind and elegant hospitality. 

Wednesday^ CM* 27> — When I went into Dr. 
Johnson’s room riiis morning, I observed to him 
how wonderfully courteous he had been at Inverary, 
and said, “ You were quite a fine gentleman when 
with the duchess.” He answered, in good humour, 
“ Sir, I look apon myself as a very pdite man:” 
and he was right, iir a proper manly sense of the 
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word. As an immediate proof of it, let me ob-. 
serve that he would not send back the Duke of 
Aigyle's hone without a letter of thanks, which I 
copied. 

Lnua 163. TO THE DUKE OF ARGYLE. 

** Rosedow, SSth Oct. 1773. 

** Mt Load,—T hat kindness which disposed your 
grace to supply me with the horse, which 1 have now 
returned, wiU make yon pleased to hear that he has 
carried me well. 

By my diligence in the little commission with 
which I was honoured by the duchess, I will endeavour 
to ihow how highly I v^ue the favoure which 1 have 
received, and how much I desire to be thought, my 
lord, your grace’s most obedient and most humUe ser¬ 
vant, Sam. Johnson." 

The duke was so attentive to his respectable guest 
that, on the same day, he wrote him an answer, 
which was received at Auchinleck: — 

LtRxa 164 FROM THE DUKE OF ARGYLE. 

•* Inrersry, 29th Oct. 1773 

** SiA,— I am glad to hear your journey from thia 
place was not unpleasant, in regird to your horse. I 
wish 1 could have supplied you with good weadier, 
which 1 am afraid you the want of. 

The Duchen of Argyle deairea her compliments to 
you, and is much obliged to you for remembering her 
commission. 1 am, Sir, your most obedient humMa 
servant, Abotlb." 

I am happy to insert every memorial of the ho> 
Qour done to my great friend^.. Indeed, I was at all 
times dedrotts to preserve the letters which he re- 
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ceived fh)m eminent penons^ of wbicb> as of all 
other papers, he was very negligent; and I once 
proposed to him that they diould be committed to 
my care, as his eu»to* rotutorum. 1 wish he had 
complied with my request, as by that means many 
valuable wriUngs might have been preserved that 
are Jtow lost. 

After breakfast, Dr. Johnson and I were furnished 
with a boat, and sailed about upon Lochlomond, and 
landed on some of the islands which are interspersed. 
He w as much pleased with the scene, which is so 
well known by the accounts of various travellers 
that it is unnecessary for me to attempt any descrip* 
tion of it. 

I recollect none of his conversation, except that, 
when talking of dress, be said, ** Sir, were 1 to have 
any thing fine, it should be very fine. Were 1 to 
wear a ring, it should not be a bauble, but a stone of 
great value. Were I to wear a laced or embroidered 
w'sustcoat, it should be very rich. I had once a very 
rich laced waistcoat, which I wore the first night of 
my tragedy.” 

Lady Helen Colquboun (>) being a very pious 

(l) As ft nmiarkftble instance of bis n^ligrace^ 1 remonber 
tome yean ago to hare found lying looie m ms study^ and with* 
out the cover which contained the addres, a letter to him from 
Lord Tburlowv to whom he had made an application as ebao- 
cellor, in behalf of a poor literary friend. It was expressed in 
such tenna of re^tect fcr Dr. Jolmaotit th^ in my seal for his 
reputation, T remons tr ated wanob with him on hu atrann in¬ 
attention, and obtained his penmsaion to take a c^y of U; by 
which probity it has been preserved, as the original I have 
reason to suppM ia loat— B> Sec pott^ d4th Oct 1780s—C. 

(£) Hie HoQs Helen Sutherland, eUeat dau^ter of Lord 
Strntfaoaver, wbo died bWon hte fidto, the flmtnth Earl of 
Sutherlands She died la 1781««»C. 
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woman, the conversation, dinner, took a reil- 
gious turn. Her ladyship defended the prcsby- 
terian mode of public worship; npon which Dr. 
Johnson delivered those excellent arguments for a 
form of prayer which he has introduced into his 
« Journey.” I am myself fully convinced that a 
form of prayer for public worship is in general must 
decent and edifying. Sohnnia verba have a kind 
of prescriptive sanctity, and make a deeper impres> 
sion on the mind than extemporaneous eifusions, in 


which, as we know not what they are to be, wc can¬ 
not readily acquiesce. Yet 1 would allow also of a 
certain portion of extempore address, as occasion 
may require. This is the practice of the French 
protestant churches. And although the office of 
forming supplications to the throne of Heaven is, 
in my mind, too gi^t a trust to be indiscriminately 
committed to the discretion of every minister, I do 
not mean to deny that sincere devotion may be ex¬ 
perienced when joining in prayer with those who 
use no Liturgy. 

We were favoured with Sir James Colquhoun’s 
coach to convey us in the evening to Cameron, the 
seat of Commissary Smollet. ()) Our satisfaction of 
ffnding ourselves again in a comfortable carriage 
was very great. We had a pleasing conviction of the 


ccunmodiousness of civilisation, and heartily laughed 


at the ravings of those absunl visionaries who have 


attempted to persuade us of the siqierior advantages 


of a state of n^re. 


( 1 ) 'CoBunisttiy 'Snollet wu ^ eousin-evrinui of Dr 
Smollet: be diud without isnie; and the fiumly ertatd would 
have descended to the Doctor hsd he been alive, but hia sister 
succeeded to It—C. 
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Mr. SmoUet was a mao of considerable learning, 
wiUi abundance of animal spirits ; so that he was a 
very good companion for Dr. Johnson, who said to 
nie,'« We liave had more solid talk here than at any 
place where we have been.** 

1 remember Dr. Johnson gave us this evening an 
able and eloquent discourse on the Origin of Evil, 
aud on the consistency of moral evil with the power 
and goodness of God. lie showed us how it arose 
from our free agency, an extinction of which would 
be a still greater evil than uiy we ex])criettce. I 
know not that he said any thing absolutely uew, but 
he said a great deal wonderfully well: and perceiv¬ 
ing us lo bo delighted and satished, be concluded 
his liarangue with an tur of benevolent triumph over 
an ohji'ction which has distressed many worthy minds; 
** Tins then is the answer to the question, nsSey rs* 
Kaxov?” (>) Mrs. Smollet whispered me, that it 
was the best «ermon she had ever heard. Much do 1 
upbraid myself for having neglected to preserve it.(-) 

Thursday^ Oet 28. — Mr. Smollet pleased Dr. 
Johnson, by producing a collection of newsjiapers 
in the time of the usurpation, from which it ap¬ 
peared that all sorts of crimes were very frequent 
during that horrible anarchy. By the side of the 
high road to Glasgow, at some distance from his 
house, he had erected a pillar to the memory of his 
ingenious kinsman, 1^. Smollet; and he consulted 
Dr. Johnson as to an ini*cription for it. Lord Karnes, 
who, though he had a great store of knowledge, with 

(1) IffiflicebwtfJ— 

(t) [This waa a which had engaged much of Johiw 

•oii*a attention. See bia reriew of Jenjms'v Nature* and Urigui 
of £?il« and Idleri No* B9. ^ MAiaLaJtiu] 
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mach ingenuity, and uncommon actiTity of mind, 
was no profound scholar, had it seems recommended 
an English inscription. Dr. Johnson treated this 
with great contempt, saying, ** An English inBcri|H 
tion would be a disgrace to Dr. SmoUct and, 
in emswer to what Lord Karnes had nrged, as to the 
advantage of its being in English, because it would 
be generally understood, 1 observed, that all to 
whom Dr. Smollet’s merit could be an objefet of re¬ 
spect and imitation would understand it as well in 
Latin; and that surely it was not meant for the 
Highland drovers, or other such people, who pass 
and repass that way. 

We were then shown a Latin inscription, proposed 
for this monument. Dr. Johnson sat down with an 
ardent and liberal earnestness to revise it, and 
'greatly improved it by several additions and vari¬ 
ations. I unfortunately did not take a copy of it, 
as it originaUy stood; but I have happily preserved 
every fr^ment of what Dr. Johnson wrote: — 


Quiaguii odes, viator, 

Vcl mente felix, vel otudiit cultui, 
Immorare paululum memoris 
TOBl^ SMOLLET, M.D. 
Viri iia virtuUbua 
Quo* in homini et cive 
Et Uudes, et imiteni, 

• ••••• 

^ost^uam mira * * ^ 

TbH Uatoque viro, buo pairueli, 

* * • • • 

Ataoria sbeu { inoa^ monumentniD, 


<1) Am tmO, VoL IV. p. 


4 





^Etat. 64. smollrt’s monument. IIS 

In ipsia Levinic rip» 

Quaa primu inftns vagitibus penonul^ 
Versiculisque jam fere fiioriturua UluBtnnt, 

FoBcntlam curavit 

«•••••#« .jij 

We had this morning a singular proof of Dr. 
Johnson's quick and retentive memoiy. Hay's 
translation of “ Martial" was lying in a window; 1 
said, 1 thought it was pretty well done, and showed 
him a particular epigram, 1 tliink, of ten, but am 
certain, of eight lines. He read it, and tossed away 
».he book, saying, “ No, it is not pretty well.” As 
I persisted in my opinion, he said, ** Why, Sir, the 
original is thus," and he repeated it, “ and this 
man’s translation is thus," and then he repeated that 
also, exactly, though be had never seen it before, 
and read it over only once, and that, too, without 
any intention of getting it by heart. 

Here a post>chaise, which 1 had ordered from 
G^gow, came for us, and we drove on in high 
spirits. We stopped at Dumbarton, and though the 
approach to the castle there is very steep, Dr. John- 


(l) The epitaph which has been inscribed on the pillar 
erected on the banks of ihf* Leren» in honour of Dr, Smoliet, 
is as follows; -^The part which was written by Dr. Johnson, it 
appears, has been altered: whether fur the better, the reader 
will judge. The alterations are distinguished by iti^cs. 

** Silts rlatort SI Iqiores iD|{ent^ae ▼sotabenlsum, il moruiB esCi- 
AKimim pictorem, uiiqusia ss niratiu, immorare pnualun neniorte 
TOBIJB sMOLLET. M. IK Vin vbtutibHi ki$tt quit in homine st eive, 
St Uudet et imitsrii, nsud sosdiocrttsr omati: qul in liCstb variisTmatus, 
postquam tdicitats iibiproprta sew postsris coounoKlaTmt, morte aeeita 
raptui anno ctatis 5L £bsul quan pmcul a pstria! Prapsliburnl portun 
in lulii, Jacet lepuHui Tall tantoque rlro, patnisii ruok eui in dsemu 
lampada se poiius trsihdbis deeulL bane Columnatn, amoi^ ^eu I Inans 
I monumsntum, in ipds XsSvinl* HpU^ qua# ssrMniid iwKh ste liho- 
iTitei primis iniaoj sifiObos MwnuiL jianinrlm surivlt Jaceans 
iacariT ds Bonhiil. Ati st rapimi^re, hoe quldem bonof^ non node 
dslhncii msmorl*, vsrua stiaai siemplo^ scospectum stSss alui wiim, si 
naodn d»cnl imt, idem sell rirtutlt prmmiim I ** 

VOL# Vs I 
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son ascended it with alacrity, and surveyed all that 
was to be seen. During the whole of our Tour he 
showed uncommon spirit, could not bear to be 
treated like on old or inArm man, and was very un¬ 
willing to accept of any assistance, insomuch that, 
at our landing at Icolmkill, when Sir Allan M'Lean 
and I submitted to be carried on men’s shoulders 
from the boat to the shore, as it could not be 
brought quite close to land, be sprang into the sea, 
and waded vigorously out. 

On our arrival at the Saracen’s-head inn, at Glas¬ 
gow, I was made happy by good accounts from 
home; and Dr. Johnson, w ho had not received a 
single letter since we left Aberdeen, found here a 
great many, the perusal of which entertained him 
much. He enjoyed in imagination the comforts 
which we could not now command, and seemed to 
be in high glee. 1 remember, he put a leg upon 
each side of the grate, and said, with a mock %o- 
lemnity, by way of soliloquy, but loud enough for 
me to hear it, “ Here am 1, an EnglisJaam, sitting 
by a coal Arc.” 

Fridayi Oct. 29. — The professors of the univer¬ 
sity ' being informed of our arrival, Dr. Stevenson, 
Dr. Reid, and Mr. Anderson, breakfasted with ns. 
Mr. Anderson accompanied us while Dr. Johnson 
viewed this beautiful city. He had told me, that 
one day in London, when Dr. Adam Smith (^) was 

£l) Mr. BoSw^ bss chosen to omit, forressona which will 
jw ^ssently obvious, thst Jobtuon end Adam Smith met at 
fllassiiir , but I have been ossuS^ by Professor Jtdm Mills 
did ag, odd thst Smith, iMvlng the party tat which be 
kid mot Johssi^ happened to coma to onothw compsn/ wbera 
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boasting of it, he turned to him and said, Pray, 
Sir, have you ever seen Brentford ? " This was surely 
a strong instance of his impatience, and spirit of 
contradiction. I put him in mind of it to*day, while 
he expressed his admiration af the elegant buildings, 
and whispered him, ** Don’t you feel some re> 
morae ? ” 

We wore received in the college by a number of 
the professors, who showed all due respect to Dr. 
.Tobnson; and then we paid a visit to the principal, 
]»r. Ltft^chman (*), at his own house, where Dr. 
Johnson had the satisfaction of being told that his 


Miller wai«. Knowing that Smith had been in Johneon^t 
cxi iyt they wt^re anxious to know what had^iaed» and the more 
so as Dr. Smith's temper seemed much ruffled. At first Smith 
would only answ'er, a brute«^he's a Irrute;" but on 

closter examination, it appeared that Johnwn no sooner sale ^ 
Smith than he attacked him tor some mint of his famous letter 
on the death of Hume Vol. 111. p.80« n.\ Smith vifK 
dicated the truth of his statement. ** What did Johnson say?** 
wax the uniTerMil inquiry*. ** Why, he saids** replied Smlth» 
wHh the dvi pest impresaton of renentnaenl, ^ he said, vou &/** 
And what did you reply ?I Mi<l* you are a son of a !** 
On such tenns did the^ two great moralists meet and iwt, and 
such was the claarical dialogue between two great tcachm of 
philosophy.^Wai.TEiL Scon. 

[This story u ceHaM^ erroneous in the important particulars 
of the time, placef and tutgeet of the alleged quarrel; for Huae 
did not die for three years after Dr. Johnson's only yisit to 
Glasgow. Johnson ha^ prerious to Ut rlsit to Sdotlandi in* 
deed, preeious to 1763 (see anti^ Voi.IL p. 318., andpost, Apri^ 
29.1778^had an altercation with Adam oroilb at Mr. walun't 
^le. j^is, of which, however, we kliow neither the subject 
nor the degm of warmth, may have been the found^on ^ 
Profenor Miller’s strange miarepreaentation. If such a scene 
aa the professor describe had psase^ Dr. SseMx could certainly 
not have afterwards solicited admistioB to the Club of wbm 
^ Johnson waa the leader* I, therefore, disbelieve the wMe 
stofw; and it is here repeated ^6r the sake of the cootradictioD. 
-ff. IMS.] ^ 

( 1 ) Bee VoL IV, p« 66*^C 

I 8 



116 


LIFB OF JOH>fSOK. 


177S. 


name had been gntefolljr celebrated in one of the 
parochial congregations in the Highlands* aa tlie 
person to whose influence it was chiefly owing, that 
the New Testament was allowed to be translated 

a 

into the Erse language. It seems some political 
members of the Society-in Scotland for prop^ating 
Christian Knowledge opposed this pious under¬ 
taking, as tending to'preserve the distinction be- 
tween-the Highlanders and Lowlanders. Dr. Johnson 
wrote a long letter upon the subject to a friend 
[Mr. Drummond], which being shown to them, 
made them ashamed, and afraid of being publicly 
exposed; so they were forced to a compliance. It 
is now in my possession, and is, perhaps, one of the 
best productions of his masterly pen. (') 

Professors Reid and Anderson, and the two Mes- 
. sieurs Foulis, the Elzevirs of Glasgow, dined and 
drank tea with us at our inn, after which the pro¬ 
fessors went away; and I, having a letter to write, 
left ray fellow-traveller with Messieurs Foulis. 
Though good and ingenious men, they had that un¬ 
settled speculative mode of conversation which is 
offensive to a man regulariy taught at an English 
school and university. 1 found that, instead of lis¬ 
tening to the dictates of the sage, they had teased 
him'with questions and doubtful disputations. He 
came in a flutter to me, and desired I might come 
back again, for he could not bear these men. “ O 
ho I Sir,” said I, you are flying to me for refuge I ” 
He never, in any situation, was at a loss for a ready , 

( 1 ) Printed anii, VoL III. p. 11.^0. 
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repartee. He answered, with quick vivacity, ** It is 
of two evils choosing the least" I was delighted 
with this flash bursting from the cloud which hung 
upon his mind, closed my letter directly, and joined 
the company. 

We supp^ at Professor Anderson's. The general 
impression upon my memory is, that we had not 
much conversation at Glasgow, where the professors, 
like tlicir brethren at Aberdeen, did not venture to 
expose themselves much to the battery of canned 
which they knew might play upon them.(') Dr. 
Johnson, who was fully conscious of his own su* 
perior powers, afterwards praised Principal Robert* 
son for Ills caution in this respect. He said to me, 
“ Robertson, Sir, was in the right. Robertson is a 
man of eminence, and the head of a college at Edin¬ 
burgh. He had a character to maintain, and did 
well not to risk its being lessened." 

Saiurdayt Oct, SO. — We set out towards Ayr¬ 
shire. I sent Joseph ou to Loudoun, with a mes¬ 
sage, that, if the earl was at home, Dr. Johnson and 
1 would have the honour to dine with him. Joseph 
met us on the road, and reported that the earl 
••Jumpedfor joy," and said, “ I shall be very happy 
to see them." We were received with a most pleas- 

(1) Boswell himself wu cslloos to the eeniaett of Dr. John- 
Koii; and when telling them, alwaja reminds one of a jockey 
receiving a kick Am the horse which he is showing off to a cus* 
tomer, and is grinning with pain while he is trnog to ay out, 
^ pre^ r^ue^no ^ce—fiin*^ To him Johnson^a nad^ 
ness was only ^pretty wsy*** Dr. Bobertftm had a 

sense of good brewing which'Inclined hnn ra^a to the 

benefit of Johnaon'a convCraation than awaken hit ni&neai 
^Watfu Soon 

1 3 
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ing courtesy by his lordship, and by the countess his 
mother(i), who, in her niDety>fifth year, had all her 
faculties quite unimpaired. This was a very cheer¬ 
ing sight to Dr. Johnson, who had an extraordinary 
desire for long life. Her ladyship w’as sensible and 
well-informed, and had seen a great deal of the 
world. Her lord had held several high offices, and 
she was sister to the great Earl of Stair. 

I cannot here refrmn from paying a just tribute 
to the character of John Earl of Loudoun (-), who 
did more service to the county of Ayr in general, 
as well as to individuals in it, than any man we have 
ever had. It is painful to think that he met with much 
ingratitude from persons both in high and low rank: 
but such was his temper, such his knowledge of 
<« base mankind (^),” that, as if he had expected no 
other return, his mind was never soured, and he 
retained his good humour and benevolence to the 

(1) Lftdy Marpiret Dalrymplo, only daughter of John Earl 
of Stair^ Tnairi^Oi in 1700^ to Hugh, third of Loudoun* 
She died in 1777s aged one hundftd* Of this Tencrable lady^ 
and of the Counleu of Eglintoune, whom Johnson Tiaated next 
day, he thus speaks in his Journey Length of life is dl^ 
tributed impa^aily to very difibrent modes of life in verr dif» 
ferent climates; and the mountains have no ffreater examples of 
age and health than the Lowlands where 1 was introduced to 
two ladies of high quality^ one of whom (I«ad;f Loudoun), in 
her ninety.fourth year, presided at. her table with the All! ex¬ 
ercise of all herpowera ; and the other (Lady Eglintoune) 
had attained her eighcy^lourth year, without any diminution of 
her vivacity, and liule ri«aon to accuse time of depredations on 
her beati^.** Worl^ voL vtii* p. 313. — C* 

( 2 ) Fourth Ear4 bom in X70^ died in 1732* He had con* 

•tdenible militair emmanda, and wm$ the person who brought 
Johnaon'i friend. Lord CharleSyHay, to a court martial, aa wo 
shall see hereafter,*-C. ^ 

(3) * The unwilling gratitude of base Tnankind.'*«—Fb^, 
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last The tenderaess of hU heart was proved in 
1745-6, when he had an important command in the 
Highlands, and behaved with a generous humanity 
to the unfortunate. I cannot figure a more honest 
politician ; for though his interest in our county was 
great, and generally successful, he not only did not 
deceive by fallacious promises, but was anxious that 
people should not deceive themselves by too san- 
^iiie expectations. His kind and dutiful attention 
to his mother was unremitted. At bis house was 
true hospitality; a plain but a plentiful tabic; and 
every guest being left at perfect freedom, felt him¬ 
self quite easy and happy. While 1 live, 1 shall 
honour the memory of this amiable man. 

At night, we advanced a few miles farther, to the 
bouse of Mr. Campbell, of Treesbank, who was mar¬ 
ried to one of my wife's sisters^ and were entertained 
very agreeably by a worthy couple. 

Sunday, Oct. 31. — We reposed here in tran¬ 
quillity. Dr. Johnson was pleased to find a nu¬ 
merous and exeellent coUeetion of books, wMch had 
mostly belonged to the Rev. Mr. John Campbell, 
brother of our hosL 1 vas desirous to have pro¬ 
cured for my fellow-traveller, to-day, the company 
of Sir John Cuninghame, of Caprmgton, whose 
csstle was but two miles fttim ua. He was a very 
distinguished scholar, was long abroad, and during 
part of the time lived much with the learned Ctming- 
liame, the opponent of Bentley aa a critic upon 
Horace. He wrote Latin with great deganoe, and, 
what is very remark^l^ read Homer and Ariosto 
through every year. 1 wrote to him to request he 

I 4 
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would come to us; but unfortunately he was pre* 
voited by indisposition. 

Monday, Nov. 1. — Though Dr. Johnson was 
lazy, and averse to move, I insisted that he should 
go ^i-ith me, and pay a visit to the Countess of Eg* 
lintounG('), mother of the late and present earL I 
assured him he would find himself amply recom- 



solicitations, though with some unwillingness. We 
were well mounted, and liad not many miles to ride. 
He talked of the attention that is necessary in order 
to distribute our charity judiciously. If thought* 
lessly done, we may neglect tlie most deserving ob¬ 
jects ; and, as every man lias but a certain portion 
to give, if it is lavished upon those who first present 
themselveti, there may be nothing left for such as 
have a better clsdm. A man should first relieve 
those who are nearly connected with him, by what¬ 
ever tie; and then, if he has any thing to spare, 
may extend bis bounty to a wider circle.” 

As we passed reiy near the castle of Dundonald, 
which was one of the many residences of the kings 
of Scotland, and in which Robert the Second lived 
and died, Dr. Johnson wished to survey it par¬ 
ticularly. It^stands on a beautiful rising ground, 
which ia seen at a great distance on several quartern, 
and from whence there is an extensive prospect of 
the rich district of Cuninghame, the western sea, 

r 

( 1 ) Suitnna, daughter of Sir Alex. Kennedy, of Cuixeen, 
third wife of the n&th Earl of E^ntouse. oht was a pa- 
traMi of the BMet LettrtM^ AUan Ramaay'a Gende Shepherd 
waa dedicated to her in a my Ailaone a^le of panegyric. She 
died in IIKV nioc^-one.— C. 
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the isle of Arran, and a part of the northern coast 
of Ireland. It has long been unroofed; and, though 
of considerable size, ve could not, by any power of 
iTnagination, figure it as having been a suitable 
habitation for majesty. Dr. Johnson, to irritate my 
old Scottish enthusiasm, was very jocular on the 
homely accommodation of “ King Bob^' and roared 
and laughed till the ruins echoed. 

Lady Eglintoune, though she was now in her 
eighty*fiftli year, and hud lived in tlie retirement of 
the country for almost half a century, uas still a 
very agreeable woman. She was of the noble house 
of Kennedy, and had all tlie elevation which the 
consciousness of*6uch birth inspires. Her figure 
w as majestic, her manners high-bred, her reading 
extensive, and her conversation elegant. She had 
been the admiration of the gay circles of life, and 
the patroness of poets. Dr. Johnson was de¬ 
lighted with hU reception here. Her principles in 
diurch and state were congenial with his. She 
knew all his merit, and had heard much of him 
from her son, Earl Alexander ('), who loved to 
cultivate the acquaintance of men of talents in every 
department. 

All who'knew his lordship will allow that his un¬ 
derstanding and accomplishments were of no or¬ 
dinary rate. From the gay habits which he had 
early acquired, he spent too much of hU time with 
men, and in pursuits far beneath such a mind as his. 
He afterwards became sensible of it, and turned bis 

(1) Seetnd?, Vol. 111. p.59.—C. 
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thoughts to objects of importance; but uas cut off 
in the prime of his life. I cannot speak but with 
emotions of the most affectionate regret of one, in 
whose company many of my early days were passed, 
and to whose kindness I was much indebted. 

Often must I have occasion to upbraid myself 
that, soon after our return to the main land, I al¬ 
lowed indolence to prevail over me so much as to 
shrink from the labour of continuing my journal 
with the same minuteness as before; sheltering my¬ 
self in the thought that wc had done with the He¬ 
brides ; and not considering that Dr. Johnson’s 
memorabilia were likely to be more valuable when 
we were restored to a more polish^ society. Much 
has thus been irrecoverably lost. 

In the course of our conversation this day it came 
out that Lady Egliutounc was married the year be¬ 
fore Dr. Johnson was bom; upon which she gra¬ 
ciously said to him that she might have been his 
motlier, and that she now adopted him; and when 
we were going away, she embraced him, saying, 
** My dear son, farewell I ” My friend was much 
pleased with this day’s entertainment, and owned 
that I had done well to force him out 

T\u»day^ Nov. 2. — We were now in a country 
not only “ cf saddles and bridles^' but of post- 
chaises ; and having ordered one from Kilmarnock, 
we got to Aucliinleck before dinner. 

My father was not quite a year and a half older 
than Dr. Johnson; but bi^conscientious discharge 
of his laborious duty as a judge in Scotland, where 
the law proceedings are almost all in writing, — a 
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■evere complaiot which ended in hU death, — and 
the loss of my mother(>), a woman of almost unex¬ 
ampled piety and goodness, — had before this time 
in some degree affected his spirits, and rendered him 
less disposed to exert his faculties: for he had 
originally a very strong mind, and cheerful temper. 
He assured me he never had felt one moment of 
what is culled low spirits, or uneasiness, without 
a real cause. He had a great many good stories, 
which he told uncommonly well, and he was re¬ 
markable for “ humour, incolumi gravitale" as Lord 
Monboddo used to characterise it. His age, his office, 
and his character had long given him an acknow¬ 
ledged claim to groat attention, in whatever com¬ 
pany he was; and he could ill brook any diminution 
of it. He was as sanguine a Whig and presbyterian 
as Dr. Johnson was a Tory and Church-of-England 
man: and as he had not much leisure to be in¬ 
formed of Dr. Johnson’s great merits by reading his 
works, he liad a partial and unfavourable notion of 
him, founded on his supposed political tenets; which 
were so discordant to his own, that, instead of 
speaking of him with that respect to which he was 
entitled, be used to call him ** a Jacobite fellow." 
Knowing all this, 1 should not have ventured to 
bring them together, had not my father, out of 
kindness to me, desired me to invite Dr. Johnson to 
his house. 

I was very anxious that all should be well; and 

(1) Euphemis Enikia^ of the funilvof the Eiri of Buchsfc 

—C. 
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begged of ray friend to avoid three topics, as to 
which they differed vorj' widely; whi^ism, pres- 
byterianism, and — Sir John Pringle. He said 
courteously, I shall certainly not talk on subjects 
which I am told are disagreeable to a gentleman 
under v hose roof I am; 08 })ecially, I shall not do so 
to ifovr father." 

Our hist day went off very smoothly. It rained, 
and wo. could not gt't out; but my father showed 
Dr. John.son his library, which, in curious editions 
of the Greek and Roman classics, is, I suppose, not 
excelled by any private collection in Great Britain. 
My father had studied at Lc)den, and been very 
intimate with the Gronovii, and oilier learned men 
there. He was a sound scholar, and, in particular, 
had collated manuscripts and different editions of 
Anacreon, and others of the Creek lyric poets, with 
great care; so that my friend and he hud much 
matter fi>r conversation^ without touching on the 
fatal topic.5 of difference. 

Dr. Johnson found here Baxter's “ Anacreon,” 
which he told me he had loug inquired for in vain, 
and began to suspect there was no such book. Bax¬ 
ter was the keen antagonist of Barnes. His life is 
in the Biographia Britannica." My father has 
written many notes on this book, and Dr. Johnson 
and I talked of having it reprinted* 

Wtdneidayf Nov. 3. —> It rained all day, and gave 
Dr. Johnson an impression of that incommodious- 
ness of cUmate in the wes^ of which be has taken 
iMtice in hu ** Journeybut,J)eing well acconunu- 
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dated, and furni:$hed with a variety of books, be was 
not dissatisfied. 

Some gentlemen of tlie noighhouriiood come to 
visit my father: but there was little conversation. 
One of them asked Dr. Julmson huw he liked the 
Highlands. The question seemed to irritate him, 
for lie answered, “ How, Sir, can you ask me what 
obliges me to speak unfavonraMy of a country 
where I have been hospitair':y riuertaincd? Who 
can like the Highlands ? I like th<- inhabitants very 
well.’* The gontleroan linked Jio more questions^ 

Let me now make up .or t’ present neglect, by 
again gleaning from rite pasu \t Lord Monboddo’s, 
after the coin ♦ rraikv.i ipon thedeorease of learning in 
Ktigland, hi- l•>r<'l^h^p mcnUoneil “ Hermes,” by Mr. 
Harris o* as the work of a li’ ing author, 

for who?.‘ lie ..-it’ '-espect. Dv. Johnson said 

nothin^; ,it the time; l when were in our post* 
'ihaise, told me, he thought He»'»ns a c'"'Comb.’' 
This he said of him, n(>t xs n man, ut as at: author; 
and I give his opinions of men and b 'oks, faitlifully 
whether they agree, with niy own or not. I do ad¬ 
mit, that there always appeared to me something of 
affectation in Mr. llarris’s manner of writing; some¬ 
thing of a habit of clothing plmn thoughts in ana- 
lytio and categorical formality. But all his writings 
are imbued with learning; and aU bicathe that phi¬ 
lanthropy and amiable disposition, which distin¬ 
guished him as a man. (>) 

(1) This gentleman, tbougtl devoted to the itudy of grammar 
and dialectics, was not M^baorbed in it as to be without a sense 
ot pleasantry, or to be ofibnded at bia favourite topics being 
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At ftnother time, during onr Tour, he drew the 
onaxacter of a rapacious Highland chief with the 
strength of Theophrastus or la Bruy^re; concluding 
with these words: “ Sir, he has no more the soul of 
a chief, than an attorney who has twenty houses in 
a street, and considers how much he can make by 
tbeoL” 

He this day, when we were by ourselves, ob> 
seiwed, how common it was for people to Ulk from 
books; to retail the senuments of others, and not 
their own; in short, to converse without any origin* 
ality of thinking. He was pleased to say, You 
and I do not talk from books.” 

Thursdayi Nov. 4. — I was glad to have at length 
a very fine day, on u hich I could show Di. Johnson 
the place of my family, which be has honourtnl with 
so much attention in his Journey.” Ho is, how* 
ever, mistaken in thinking that the Celtic name, 
Auchinleck, has no relation to the natural appear¬ 
ance of it. 1 believe every Celtic name of a place 
will be found very descriptive. Auchinleck does not 
signify a stony jieldy as he has said, but a Jfeld of 


treated Urttlv. 1 one dev met him in the stri'ct, e< I was hn&t- 
emog to me Houie of Loris, and told him, 1 wa< mjrrf i cooid 
not stop, being rather too late to ettend an apnial ot the Duke 
of Hanulton egaintt Douglas. 1 thought,^ said he, their 
costoet bad bem over long ago.** 1 answei^, “ The contest 
ooaeeming Dougs’! gliation was over long ago, but the con* 
teat now n, «ho shall have the estate.” l^cn aesiimmg the air 
of " an ancient sage pbilosc^her,” 1 proceeded thus ** Were 
I to preAeate concerning him, 1 should spy, the contest for- 
fyoMi Whatwhe* The cojitest now is, What hat he*" 
' I,* topUed Mr. Hams, smiling, ** you have done with 
aod have get into See anti, eato Mr. 

Itumfogb Vol. Ill. p. 886.^ C. 
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fiag-atonea ; and this place has a nomber of roefca* 
which abound in strata of that kind. The “ sullen 
dignity of the old castle," as he has forcibly ex¬ 
pressed it (I), delighted him exceedingly. Oa one 
side of the rock on which its ruins stand, runs the 
river Lugar, which is here of coxuiderable breadth, 
. and is bordered by other high rocks, shaded with 
wood. On the other side runs a brook, skirted in 
the same manner, but on a stnaller scale. I cannot 
figure a more romantic scene. 

1 felt myself elated here, and expatiated to my 
illustrious Mentor on the antiquity and honourable 
alliances of my family, and on the merits of its 
founder, Thomas Boswell, who was highly favoured 
by his sovereign, James IV. of Scotland, and fell 
with him at the battle of Flodden-fleld; and in the 
glow of what, I am sensible, will, in a commercial 
age, be considered as genealogical enthusiasm, did 
not omit to mention what 1 was sure my friend 
would not think lightly of, my relation to the royal 
personage, whose liberality, on h>s accession to the 
throne, had given him comfort and independence. 
] have, in a former page, acknowledged my pride 
of ancient blood, in which I was encouraged by Dr. 

(X> " I was lem d«li{d>ted with the elegance of the modcTf 
mansion then with the sullen digoit; of the old cattle : I dun. 
beredwith Mr.Botwellamonguerains,wbiebaS'oi'dedttrdciilg 
imsfi’s of ancient Ufa. Here, in the aga of txnmiltand rm^e* 
the laird was sorprited and killed by the neighbouring diief, 
who* perhaps, might luve extingulihed the family, had oe not, 
^ ln.« xem days been seiicd and hanged, together with hk sons 
by who came with his tdteen to the relief of AMckinlecL^ 

~Joitasoji*s Works vol. p, 41 a,—C* 
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Johnson: my readers, therefore, will not be sur* 
prised at my having indulged it on this occasion. 

Not far from the old castle is a spot of consecrated 
earth, on which may be traced the foundations of 
an ancient chapel, dedicated to St. Vincent, and 
where in old times **was the place of graves" for 
the family. It grieves me to think that the remains 
of sanctity here, which were' considerable, were 
dragged away, and employed in building a part of 
the house of Auchinleck, of the middle age; which 
was the family residence, till my father erected that 
« elegant modern mansion," of which Dr. Johnson 
speaks so handsomely. Perhaps this chapel may 
one day be restored. 

Dr. Johnson was pleased when I showed him 
some venerable old trees, under the shade of which 
my ancestors had wiUked. He exhorted me to 
plant assiduously, as my father had done to a great 
extent. 

As I wandered with my reverend friend in the 
groves of Auchinleck, I told him, that, if I survived 
him, it was my intention to erect a monument to 
him here, among scenes which, in my mind, were all 
classical; for, in my youth, I had appropriated to 
them many of the descriptions of the Roman poets. 
He could not bear to have death presented to him 
in any shape; for his constitutional melancholy 
made the king of terrors more frightful. He turned 
off the subject, saying, “ Sir, 1 hope to see your 
grand-children.” ^ ’ 

This forenoon he olMerve^ some cattle without 
horns, of which he has taken notice in his ** Jour- 
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ney>’' and seems undecided wiiether they be of a 
particular race. His doubts i^pear to have had no 
foundation; for my respectable neighbour, Mr. 
Fairlie, who, with ail his attention to agriculture, 
finds time both for the classics and his fnends, as¬ 
sures me they are a distinct species, and that, when 
any of their calves have horns, a mixture of breed 
can be traced. In confirmation of his opinion, be 
jiointed out to me the following passage in Tacitus, 
iVe armenHs guidem suua honor, out gtoria fron- 
Its** (De Mor. Genu. § 5.), which he wondered bad 
esot^^ Dr. Johnson. 

On the front of the house of Auehinleck is this 
inscription: — 

I “ Quod petis, hic ett: 

Ulubhs ; Animus si tc non d^cil 

It is characteristic of the founder; but the animv* 
<equu$ is, alas I not inheritable, nor the subject of 
devise. He always talked to me as if it were in a 
man’s own power to attmn it; but Dr. Johnson told 
me that he owned to him, when they were alone, his 
persuasion that it was in a great measure consti¬ 
tutional, or the effect of causes which do not depend 
on ourselves, and that Horace boasts too much, when 
he says, (Bquum mi animum ipte parabo. 

Friday, Nov. 5. — The Rev. Mr. Dun, o\ir puish 
minister, who had dined with us yesterday, with 
some other company, insisted that Dr. Johnson and 
1 should dine with him to-day. This gave nm an 
opportunity to show my friend the road to the 
church, made by my fothdt at a great expense, for 
above three miles, off his own estate, through a 

VOL. V. K 
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raiijs;e of A^'oll*oiiclus(>d farms, with a row of trees on 
each side of it. lie called it the via sacra, and was 
verv fond of it. Dr. Johiisun, though he held no¬ 
tions far distant from those of the presbytcriari 
eiercy, yet could associate on good terms witlt them. 
He. indeed, occasionally attacked them. One of 
theu) discovore<{ a oarrow’ness of infornaation con- 
ccrniiii; tlic dignitaries of the church of England, 
fljTiong whom may bo found nmn of the greatest 
h arning, virtue, and piety, a:id of a truly apostolic 
eliiiracter. He talked before Dr. Johnson of fat 
bishops and drowsy dcan.s; and, in short, seemed 
to believe the illiberal and profane scoffings of pro¬ 
fessed satirists, or vulgar railcrs. Dr. Johnson was 
.so highly onended, that he said to him, Sir, you 
know no mure of our church than a Hottentot.” I 
was sorry that he brought tlii.o upon himself. 

S(Uurday, Nor. G. — 1 cannot be certain whctlmr 
it was on this (lay, or a former, that Dr. Johnson 
and my father came in collision. If I recollect right, 
I he contest began while my fathtwwa.s showing him 
hia eoilectiem of medals; and Oliver Cromwell’s coin 
infortunatcly introduced Charles the First and 
'l'or 5 *ism. They became exceedingly warm and 
violent, and I was very much distressed by being 
present at such an altercation between two men, 
both of whom I reverenced; yet I durst not inter¬ 
fere. It would certainly be very unbecoming in 
me to exhibit my honoured father and my respected 
friend, as intellectual gladiators, for the entertain^ 
ment of the public; and,* therefore, 1 suppress whut 
would, I :lure say, make an interesting scene in this 
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dramatic sketch, this account of the transit of John* 
son over the Caledonian hemisphere. (^) 

(1) Old Lotd Auchioleckwas an able lawyer^n good schoJari 
after (he manner of Scotland) and highly vnlued his own uii- 
vanUeesas a man of good estate and ancient family; and* mure* 
over, he was a strict prc&bytcrian anil hig of the old Scottish 
cast. Thih did not prevent hiit bi*iiig a terrioly proud aristocrat; 
and gre:«t waa the contempt he entertained and cipresaed for his 
son James for the nature of hjs fncndshius and the character 
of the persunages of whom he was cngiiue <me after another. 

^ ’ There’s nae ho^ie for Jamicp mon/* he said to a friend. Jamie 
gaen cleangyte.^Whot do you thiiik» inon ? He’s done wi* 
1';ioji^he*b ofl* wf tbc land-loiiping scoundrel of a Corsican ; 
-n t whoM* tad do you think he has pinned himself to now, mon ?*’ 
More the old judge summoned up a sneer of most sovereign 
roKtempt “ A donankf mon^an atiM dominie; he kcupeu a 
:chtUe, a:id cau'd it on ncaadomy.** iVobably if this had been 
repotted to Johnson, he would have felt It more galling, for he 
neter much liked to think of that jierjod of his life; it would 
haveaggra%*tUed his dislike of Lord Aucbinicck's tVbiggcry and 

C resbytenanism. These the old lord earned to such an unusual 
eight, that once, when a countryman came in to state some jn^ 
tice businesM, and being required to make his oaih, declined to 
do 80 before his lordship, because he was not a cot^efianied ma» 
gifttrate-^*^ Is that a' yonr <^jection, mon?” said (he judges 
** come your ways in here, and we’ll baith of u$ tak (he solemn 
league utid covenant together.** Tht oath was accordingly 
ogroi^l and sworn to by both, and I dare say it was the last time 
It ever received such houmge. It may he surmised how far 
Lord Auchudeck, such as he is here described, was likely to suit a 
high Tory and episcoiialian like Johnson. As they approached 
Auchlnleck, Uoswcll conjured Johnson by all Uie ties of regard, 
and in requital of the services be had rendered him upon his 
tour, (hat he would spate two subjects in tenderness to his fa¬ 
ther’s prejudices; the first related to Sir Johu Pringle, president 
of the Koyal Society, about whom there was then sonic dispute 
current; the second concerned the general question of Whig and 
U’ory. Sir John Pringle, as Boaw^ says, escaped, but the con- 
irovcny between Tory and covenanter raged with great fury, and 
ended in Johnson’s pressing upon the M judge the (|uJstion, 
what good Cromwell, of whom he had said somewng derogatory, 
had ever done to his country; when, after being much torture^ 
Lord Aucbinicck at last sp^e out, " God, doctor! he gait 
^ings keti that they had a Ikh in their neck he taught kmgs 
they had a jvint in their necks. ^ Jamie then set to inediatiug 
between his father and the philoaonher, and availing hiroseli* w 
the judge’s sense of hospitaflty, which was punctilious, reduced 
(he debate to more oi'der.«-\VAs.Taa Ston. 

K 2 
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Yet I thifik I may, without impropriety, mention 
one circumstance, as an instance of my father’s ad> 
dress. Dr. Johnson challenged him, as he did us 
all at Talisker, to point out any thecdogical works 
of merit written by presbyterian ministers in Scot¬ 
land. My father, whose studies did not lie much 
in that way, owned to me afterwards, that he was 
somewhat at a loss how to answer, but that luckily 
he recollected having read in catalogues the title of 
Durham on the Galatians; upon which he boldly 
said, “ Pray, Sir, have you read Mr. Duibam’s ex¬ 
cellent commentary on tlie Galatians?" “ No, Sir," 
said Dr. Johnson. By this lucky thought my father 
kept him at bay, and for some time enjoyed his tri¬ 
umph ('), but bis antagonist soon made a retort, 
which 1 forbear to mention. 

In the course of their altercation, Whiggtsm and 
Presbyterianism, Toryism and episcopacy, were ter¬ 
ribly buffeted. My worthy hereditary friend, Sir 
John Pringle, never having been mentioned, happily 
escaped without a bruise. 

My father's opinion of Dr. Johnson may be con¬ 
jectured from the name he afterwards gav^ him, 
which was Ursa Major. But it is not true, as 
has been reported, that it was in consequence of my 
saying that he was a constellation of genius and 
literature. It was a sly abrupt expression to one of 
his brethren on the bench of the court of session, 

(I) Mr. Chalmers informs me, that there is no such book at 
Durham •• on the aiiatiahf,’’<hougb there is <• on the JZne/o. 
Sions.’* Perhaps, howerer, Johnson misheard Galatians for 
Revelations. ~ C, 
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in which Dr. Johnson was thra standing; but it 
was not said in his hearii^ 

Sundayt Nov. 7.—M 3 ’ father and I went to pub* 
Uc worship in our parish diurch, in which 1 re¬ 
gretted that Dr. Johnson would not join us; for, 
though we have there no form of prayer, nor mag- 
mfioeut solemnity, yet, os God is worshipped in 
spirit and in trut^ and the same doctrines preached 
OK in the church of England, my friend would cer¬ 
tainly have shown more liberality, had he attended. 

1 doubt not, however, but he employed his time in 
private to very good purpose. His uniform and 
fervent piety was manifested on many occasions 
during our tour, which I have not mentioned. His 
reason for not joining in presbyterian worship has 
been recorded in a former pagc.(') 

Monday, Nov. 8 . — Notwitlistanding the altcrca- 
that bad passed, my father, who hod the dignified 
courtesy of an old baron, was very civil to Dr. 
Johnson, and politely attended him to the post- 
chaise which was to convey us to Edinburgh. 

Thus they parted. They are now in another, and , 
a higher state of existence: and as they were both 
worthy Christian men, 1 trust th^ have met in 
happiness. But 1 must observe, in justice to my 
foieud’s political principles, and my own, that they 
have met in a place where there is no room for 
Whiygism. 

Wc came at night to a good inn at Hamilton. 1 
'^collect no more. 


(1) See anti, VoL IV. p. las. 
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Tuesday, Not. 9. 1 wished to have shown Dr. 

Johnson the Duke of Hamilton’s house, commonij 
called the palace of Hamilton, which is close by the 
town. It is an object which, having been pointed 
out to me as a splendid edifice, from my earliest 
years, in travelling between Auchinleck and Edin¬ 
burgh, has still great grandeur in my imagination. 
My friend consented to stop, and view the outside 
of it, but could not be persuaded to go into it 
We arrived this night at Edinbui^h, after an ab¬ 
sence of eighty-three days. For five weeks together, 
of tlie tempestuous season, there bad been no ac¬ 
count received of us. I cannot express how happy 
1 was on finding myself again at home. 



CHAPTER V. 


Edinburgh. — Lord ElUmik. Edinburgh CaJttk. — 
Firigai. — Credulity. — Second Sight. — fiarriek and 
Foote ag Compauiotu. — Mortician MMoru> aud 
Methodism.-^ Hiutorg. — RoherUon .— ReMUon.^ 
hiord Maw^dd. —- Rkhardtam. — Prh'ate Life of u 
Judge. — Blair, — liotncelVs Imitationg. — (Jffiecr* 
of the Army. — Academy fur Deaf and Dumb. 
Scotch Highlander and Engli-h SiiUor. — ItuJiUntnirf 
Hawthariiden. — Cratuttoii. — Sir John Dnlrymplr 
^ JiiftnwHS D^rturc f/r Loiiihr .— Lcttcrg from 
Liord Ilailee und Mr. Dempster. 


Wednesday^ Nov. lOf — Oi.d Mr. Druniinond, 
the booksoller, came to bri'ukfat^t. Dr. Jo]tni<oii and 
Iifi had not met for tet> years. Tlierc a; as respect 
on his side, and kindness on Dr. Johuson's. Soon 
afterwards Lord Elibank came in, and was niueli 
pleased at seeing Dr. Johnson in Scotland. His 
lordship said, “hardly any thing seemed him 
more improbable.’' Dr. Johnson had a very high 
opinion of him. Speaking of him to me, he cliarac- 
teriHed him thus ; « Lord Elibank lias r(‘ad a great 
deal. It is true, I can find in books all that be has 
' read ; but he has a great deal of wliat is in books, 
proved by the test real life.” Indeed, there, 
have been few men whose conversation discovered 
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ilore knowledge enlivened by fancy. (*) He 
published several small pieces of distinguished 
merit; and has left some in manuscript, in par¬ 
ticular an account of the expedition against Car- 
thagena, in M’hich be served as an officer in the army. 
His writings deserve to be collected. He was the 
t'^rly patron of Dr. Robertson, the historian, and 
Mr. Home, the tragic poet; who, when they were 
ministers of country parishes, lived near his seat. 
He told me, I saw ^ese lads had talents, and they 
were much with me." 1 h(^ they will pay a grat^ 
ful tribute to his memory. 

The morning was ebiefiy taken up Dr. John¬ 
son's giving him an account of our Tour. The 
subject of diifereni'e in political principles was 
inti^uced. Johnson ‘‘It is much increased by 
opposition. There was a violent Whig, with whom 
1 used to contend with great eagerness. After his 
death I felt my Toryism much abated." I suppose 
he meant Mr. Walmesley of Litchfield ('^), whose 
character he has drawn so well in his life of 
Edmund Smith. 

Mr. Nairne came in, and he and I accompanied 
Dr. Johnson to Edinburgh castle, which he owned 
was “ a great place." But I must mention, as a 

( 1 } Lord £lft>ank made a haiq>r retort on Dr. JobnsMi’s 
(IcfinTtinn of oat^ as the food of bones in Sngland and of man 
m Scotland: ** Yea," said he; “ and where ehe will yon SM 
tuch korte* and such men ? * — W^LTsa Scoir. 

(S)See an^, VoL II. p. 815. It seems unlikely that ha and 
Mr. waimetiay could have bad much interooursa sinea Johssoa * 
raiDOvcd to London, m 1737. Tt ms therefore more probably 
tome member of the lt 7 -lanc Club, f)ycr, M'Ohie, or Barker, 
nboee polittnil and religious teuau were wbat Jolama would 
.are called Whiiorsh. — C. 
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ctrikiog instance of that spirit of contradiction to 
which be had a strong propensity, when Lord Eli- 
bank was some days after talking of it with the 
natural elation of a Scotchman, or of any man who 
is proud of a stately fortress in his own country, 
Dr. Johnson affected to despise it, observing, that 
“it would make a good prixm in Enolakd.** 

Lest it should be supposed that 1 have suppressed 
one of his sallies against my country, it may not be 
improper here to correct a mistaken account that 
lias been circulated, as to his conversation this day. 
It has been said, that being desired to attend to 
tite noble prospect from the Castle«hill, be replied, 
* Sir, the noblest prospect that a Scotchman ever 
sees is the high road that leads him to London.” 
This lively sarcasm was thrown out at a tavern in 
London, in my presence, many years before. 

We had with us to-day at dinner, at my house, 
the Lady Dowager Colvill (•), and Lady Anne 
Erskiue (^), sisters of the Earl of Kelly; the Hon. 
Archibald Erskine, who has now succeeded to tliat 
title (“); Lord Elibank, the Rev. Dr. Blair, Mr. 
Tytler, the acute vindicator of Mary, Queen of 
Scots, and some other friends.” (*) 

Fingal being talked of, Dr. Jolmson, who used to 

(l) Lsdy Elusbetfi ETAin& daiu^ter of the fifth Eail of 
Kellis, widow of Mr. Wsher MBcfarli me, uid wife, by e eecood 
mnriige^ of the fourth Lwd Colntle: ^e died in 1704. C. 

(&) I^jbAone, bomlolTSS; died in 180^ unmarried. »C. 

(S) As mmth carl} bom ia nsfir he died in 1797, ua- 
muried. — C. ' 

(4) “ And bii ion, the advocste.’*..l^edk. Young Mr. 
lytler, the adfoeate, heoAie afterwards a lord of secsoo, under 
thia of Lord Woodhotnelet. C. 
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boast that he had, from the first, resisted both Ossiaii 
aad the giants of Patagonia (>), averred his positive 
disbelief of its authenticity. Lord Elibank said, “ I 
am sure it is not hl'Pherson's Mr. Johnson, 1 keep 
company a great deal with you; it is knou'n 1 du. 
I may borrow from you better things than I can say 
myself, and give them as my own ; but if I should, 
every body will know whose they are.” The doctor 
was not softened by this compliment. He denied 
merit to Fingal, supposing it to be the production 
of a man who has had the advantages that the pre* 
sent age affords; and said, ** nothing is more easy 
tlian to write enough in that style if once you 
begin.” (2) 

One gentleman in company expressing his opinion 
* that Fingal was certainly genuine, foi that he had 
heard a great part of it repeated in the original/ — 
Dr. Johnson' indignantly asked him, w'hcther he 
understood the original; to which an answer being 
given in the negative, " Why, then,” said Dr, John¬ 
son, “ we see to what this testimonv comes: thus 
it is.” (3) 


( 1 ) The story told in Commodore Byron’s Voyage of his hav. 
ing titUen in with a gigantic tribe of natives, on the coast of 
Patagonia. — C. 

(2) 1 derive not to be understood as agreeing entirdy with the 
opinions of Dr. Jriinson, which I relate witlMut any reroark. 
The many imitations, however, of FingiU, that have been pub* 
lilb^ confinn this observation in a ^nsidcn^le degree* 

Young Mr. Tjtler biisklf stepped forward, and said, 
tngal ta certainly genuine, for I have heard a great part of it 
fepMted la the originaL** Ih*. Johnson indlgnantlj oaked bim» 
^ 8iri do you understand the origfniilC* TrtLta. ** No, Sir.” 
JoBaaoiTo ^ Why, thani wc aee to what ibis teitiniony cc^nesj 
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1 meotioncd thiB as a remarkable proof how liable 
the mind of man is to credulity, when not guarded 
by 5U(di strict examination as that which Dr. Johnson 
habitually practised. Tlie talents and integrity of 
the gentleman who made the remark are unquestion* 
able : yet, Jiad not Dr. Johnson made him ^rert Id 
the consideration, that he who does not understand 
a language cannot know that something which U 
recit(‘d to him is in that language, he might have 
believed, and reiwrted to this hour, that he had 
“heard a great part of Fingal repeated in the 
original.” 

.For the satisfaction of those on the north of the 
Tweed, who may think Dr. John.«>on’s account of 
Caledouiuii credulity and inaccuracy too strong, it 
is but fair to add, that ho admitteil the same kind 
of ready belief might be found in his own country. 
“ He would undertake,” he said, “ to write an epic 
poem on the story of Robin Hood; and half Eng¬ 
land, to n bom the names and places he should men¬ 
tion in it arc familiar, would believe and declare 
they had heard it from their earliest years.” 

One of bis objections to the authenticity of FiDgal» 
during the conversation at Ulinish, is omitted in my 
Journal, but 1 perfectly i^oUcct it “ Why if not 
the original deposited in some public library, instead 
of exhibiting attestations of its existence ? Suppose 
thiirc were a question in a court of justice, whether 



thus it is." He afterwards said to me, “ Hid you obnerre the 
wonderful confidence wish which voune IVtler adranced with 
his front ready Erased f" _ FirM ttat. — C. 
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a mm be dead or alive. You aver be U alive, and 
fon bring fifty witnesses to swear it. 1 answer, 

* Why do you not produce the man ? ’ *' This b an 
ai^ument founded on one of the first principles of 
tbe law of evidence, which Gilb^(') would have 
held to be irrefragable. 

I do not think it incumbent cm me to give any 
precbe decided 0 {Hnion upon thb question, as to 
which I believe Imore than some, and less than 
oUiers. The subject appears to have now become 
very uninteresting to the public. That Fingd b 
not from beginning to end a translation from the 
Gaelic, but that $ome passages have been supplied 
by the editor to connect the whole, 1 have board ad> 
mitted by very warm advocates for its authenticity* 
If thb be the case, why are not these distinctly as* 
oertained ? Antiquaries and admirers of tho work 
may complain, that they are in a situation similar 
to that of the unhappy gentleman whose wife in¬ 
formed him, on her deathbed, that one of their re¬ 
puted children was not hb; and, when he eagerly 
begged bw to declare which of them it was, she an¬ 
swered, ** Thai you shdl never know;" and expired, 
leaving him in irremediable doubt as to them alL 
I^>eg leave now to say something upon second- 
sight, of which 1 have related two instances, os they 
impressed my mind at the time. (2) I own, I ro- 
tunted fi-om the Hebrides witii a consider^le degree 
of futh in the many stories of that kind which I 
heard with a too easy acquiescence, without any close 

(1) Chief Baron Gilbort wrote a treatifie oo EvUenee .» C. 

(•) Sm Msdcod’t Uenwtra, voL it. p. no. C. 
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examination of the evidence: but, nnce that timei 
my belief in those stories has been much weakened, 
by reflecting on the careless iaaccnracy of narrative 
in common matters, from which we may certainly 
conclude that there may be the same in what is 
more extraordinary. It is but just, however, to 
add, that the belief in second'sight is not peculiar 
to the Highlands and Isles. 

Some years af^r our Tour, a cause was tried in 
the court of session, where the principal fact to be 
ascertained was, whether a ship«master, who used 
to frequent the Western Highlands and Isles, was 
drowned in one particular year, or in the year after. 
A great number of witnesses from those parts were 
examined on each side, and swore directly contrary 
to each other upon this simple question. One of 
them, a very respectable chieftain, who told me a 
story of sccond'sight, which I have not mentioned, 
but which 1 too implicitly believed, had in this case, 
previous to this public examination, not only said, 
but attested under his hand, tliat be had seen the 
shipmaster in the year subsequent to that in which 
the court was finally satisfied he was drowned. 
When interrogated with the strictness of judicU^ 
inquiry, and under the awe of an oath, he recollected 
himself better, and retracted what he had formerly 
asserted, apologising for his inaccuracy, by telling 
tlie judges, “A man will what be will not stoflor.” 
By many he was much censured, and it was main* 
tained, that every gentleman would be as attentive 
to truth M'ithout t}^ sanction of an oath as with it* 
Dr. Johnson, thougli he himself was distinguished 
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at all Umes by a scrupulous adherence to truth, con¬ 
troverted this proposition; and, as a proof that this 
was not, though it ought to be, the case, urged the 
verj' different decisions of elections under Mr. Gi'(‘n- 
ville’s Act, from those formerly made. “ (icntle- 
men will not pronounce upon oath, wltat tin y would 
have said, and voted in the house, uitliout that 
sanction.” 

However difficult it may be for men who believe 
in preternatural communications, in modern times, 
to satisfy those who a^e of a different opinion, they 
may easily refute "the doctrine of their opponents, 
who impute a belief in second-sight to superstition. 
To entertain a visionary' notion that one sees a dis¬ 
tant or future event may be called superstition; but 
the correspondence of the fact or event with such 
an impression on the fancy, though certiiiniy v(‘ry 
wonderful, if proved, has no more connection with 
superstition than magnetism or electricity. 

After dinner various topics were discussed; but 
1 recollect only one particular. Dr. Johnson com¬ 
pared the different talents of Garrick and Foote, as 
companions, and gave Garrick greatly the prefer¬ 
ence for elegance, though he allowed Foote ex¬ 
traordinary powers of entertainment. He said, 

Garrick is restrained by some principle; but 
Foote has die advantage of an unlimited range* 
Garrick has some delicacy of feeling; it is possible 
to put him out; you may get the better of him; 
but Foote is the most incompressible fellow that 
I ever knew: when you have driven him into a 
comer, and think you arc sure of him, he runs 
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t;jrou^'li bct\ve«n your legs, or jumps over your 
j.i-.T'l, ;uid makes his escape.” 

bi. Krskine and Mr. Robert Walker, two very 
r(’>p<'{'table ministers of Edinburgh (’), supped with 
\j as did tlie Rev. Dr. Webster. The conversation 
cii'iit’d on the Moravian missions, and on the me- 
'} Dr. Johnson observed in general, that 

!;ti-.'t(!iiaru’s were too sanguine in theii accounts of 
teir -ncci''is among savage, and that much of what 
: i< y t.( il is not to be believed. He owned that the 
- .oilio-liste had done good; had spread religious 
i.u}ii‘>.-siuns among the vulgar part of mankind; 
but, hi' said, thi'V laid great bitterness against other 
' C}tri-<;ians, anti that he never could get a methodist 
to t'\j<lain in Avhat he (xeelled others; that it always 
ended in the indispensable necessity of hearing one 
of tlii'ir preachers. 

Thursduy, Nov. 11. — Principal Robertson came 
to tis as we sat at breakfast; he advanced to Dr. 
.loliiiioji. repeating a line of V’irgU, which I forget. 
I fupj/ose, either 

Tost varios casu^ per tot di&crimmA rerum '* 
or 

^ muUum Ule et terns jaciatujp et alto/* (s) 

body had accosted us with some studied com- 
pliiuGUt on our return* Dr. Johnson said, I am 
really ashamed of the congratulations which we re* 
cbivce Wg are addressed as if we had made a -voyage 

(l) [l>r. Ersbus and Mr* Wslker are the two cler^nieDde- 
wnlria in Gvy JUmnerin^» As to Dr* Wsbgter, i^ee voL IV. 
BHti, p. 44.1 ‘ 0 

13} Through hsssnU snd stsntt wt ms?e.«DtTf>M« 

(J) Lonf laboun NHh try ws sad tsnd be bora^Dsvow 
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to Nova ZoDibla, and suffered five persecutions in 
Japan.” And he afterward remark^, that to see 
a man come up with a formal mr, and a Latin line, 
when we had no fatigue and no danger, was pro* 
voking.” 1 told him, he was not sensible of the 
danger, having lain under cover in the boat during 
the storm: he was like the chicken, that hides its 
head under its wing, and then thinks itself safe. 

Lord Eubank came to us, as did Sir William 
Forbes. The rash attempt in 1745 being mentioned, 

1 observed, that it would make a fine piece of his¬ 
tory. (^) Dr. Johnson said it would. Lord £li- 
bank doubted whether any man of this could 
give it impartially. Johnson. man, by talk¬ 
ing with those of diffi^nt sides, who were actors in 
it, and putting down all that he hears, may in time 
coUect the materials of a good narrative. You are to 
consider, all history was at first oral. I suppose 
Voltaire was fiftyycars in coUecting his ‘ LouisXIV.’ 
w'hieh he did in the way that 1 am proposing.” 
Robertson. “ He did so. He lived much with all 
the great people who were conceraed in that reign, and 
heard them talk of every thing; and then either took 
Mr. Boswell’s way of writing down what he heard, 
or, which is as good, preserved it in his memory ;' 

(l) It were to be wished that the master haod of Sir Walter 
Scott, which has created a European interest in the details of 
the Scotch character and mannaa, diould give us a history of the 
Young Pretendcr^s proceedings. Mr. BoswelVs notes, the work 
called ** Ascanius,** the journals in the Lockhart pqK^ and the 
pmodical publications of the day, contain a great deal of the % 
prii]Ce*s penona] history; and the arebires of the public offices 
aad the Stuart papers would probably bo open to his infjuiries. 
There is perhaps little new to tell, budjt might Iw coliccm into 
one tlew, and the interest heightened by m a^lrable powen 
uf narratioDsC 
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for he has a wonderful memory." With the leave, 
however, of this elegant historian, no man's 
memory can preserve facts or sayings with such 
fidelity as may be done by writing them down when 
they are recent. * Dr. Robertson said, ** It was now 
full time to make such a collection as Dr. Johnson 
suggested ; for many of the people who were then in 
arms were dropping off; and both Whigs and 
Jacobites were now come to talk with moderation." 
Lord Eubank said to him, Mr. Robertson, the first 
thing that gave me a high opinion of you was your 
saying in the Select Society (‘), while parties ran 
high, soon alter the year 1745, that you did not 
think worse of a man's moral character for his having 
been in rebellion. This was venturing to utter a 
liberal sentiment, while both sides had a detestation 
of each other." 

Dr. Johnson observed, that being in rebellion 
from a notion of another's right was not connected 
uith depravity; and that we had this proof of it, 
that all mankind applauded the pardoning of rebels; 
which they would not do in the case of robbers and 
murderers. He said, with a smile, that ** he 
wondered that the phrase of itmuUwral rebellioD 
should be so much used, for that all rebellioa 
was natural to man." 

( 1 ) A «gcie^forddtete m EdiBbar^coiufatu^ofthaixiBst 

eminent meiu 
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As I kept no Journal of any thing that poised 
ai^er this morning, I shall, from memory, group to¬ 
gether this and the other days, \in that on which 
Dr. Johnson departed for London. They were in 
all nine days; on which lie dined at Lady ColviU’s 
Lord Hades’s, Sir Adolphus Oughtun’s, Sir 
Alexander Dick's, Principal Kobertson's, Mr. 
M'Laurin’s, and thrive at Lord Elibank’s seat in 


the country, where we also passed two nights. He 
supped at the Hon. Alexander Gordon’s, now one 
of our judges, by the title of Lord iluekriUc; at 
Mr. Nairnc's, now also one of our judges, by the 
title of Lord Dunsinan; at Dr. Blair's and Mr 


'Cytler's; and at my house thrice, one evening with 
a numerous company, chieHy gentlemen of the law ; 
another with Mr. Mchzies of Ciddares, and Lord 


Moriboddo, who disengaged himself on purpose to 
meet him ; and the evening on wliich we returned 
from Lord Elibank’s, he supped with my udfe and 
me by ourselves. 

He breakfasted at Dr. Webster’s, at old Mr. 


Drummond’s, and at Dr. Blacklock's ; and spent 
one; forenoon at my uncle Dr. Boswell’s, who 
showed him his curious museum; and, as he wa.s an 
«scholar, and a physician br^ in the school 
tof^Boerhaave, Dr. Johnson was pleased with his 


company. 

On the mornings when he breakfasted at my 
hous^ he had, from ten o’clock till one or two, a 
eoostant levee of rarions persons, of very different 
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characters and descriptions. I could not attend 
him, being obliged to be in the court of session ; 
but my wife was so good as to devote the greater 
part of the morning to tlie endless task of pouring 
out tea for my friend and his visiters. 

Such was the disposition of his time at Edinburgh. 
He smd one evening to me. in a tit of languor, 

Sir, we have been harassed by invitations.” 1* 
acquiesced. ♦* Ay, Sir,” he replied; “but how much 
worse would it have been if we had been neglected?” 

From what has been recorded in this Journal, it 
may well be supposed that a variety of admirable 
conversation has been lost, by my neglect to pre* ' 
serve it 1 shall endeavour to recollect some of it 
as well as 1 can. 

At Latly Colvill's, to whom I am proud to intro> 
diice any stranger of eminence, that he maysee what 
dignity and grace is to be found in Scotland, an 
officer observed that he had heard Lord Mansfield 
was not. a great English lawyer. Johnson. “Why, 
Sir, supposing Lord Mansfield not to have the splen* 
did talents which be possesses, he must be a great 
Euglish lawyer, from having been so long at the bar, 
and having passed through so many of the great 
offices of the law. Sir, you may as well maintain 
tiiat a carrier, who has driven a packhorse between 
Edinburgh and Berwick for thirty years, does not 
know the road, • as that Lord Mansfield does no. 
know the law of England.” ' 

* At Mr. Kaime’s he drew the character of Richard* 
son, the author of Clarissa, with a strong yet deli* 
catc fienciL I lament much that I have not pn> 

b 2 
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seired it: I only remember that he expressed a 
high opinion of his talents and virtues; but observed, 
that ‘‘his perpetual study was to ward off petty iD> 
conveniences, and procure petty pleasures; that his 
love of continual superiority was such that he took 
care to be always surrounded by women, who list¬ 
ened to him implicitly, and did not^ venture to con- 
*trovert his opinions(‘); and that his desire of dis¬ 
tinction was so great, that he used to give lai^e vails 
to the Speaker Onslow's servants, that they might 
treat him with respect” 

On the same evening, be would not allow that 
the private life of a judge, in England, was required 
to be so strictly decorous as I supposed. “ Why 
then, Sir,” said ‘* according to your account, an 
English judge may Just live like a gentleman.” 
Johnson. “ Yes, Sir,—if he ean."{-) 

At Mr. Tytlcr's, I happened to tell that one even¬ 
ing, a great many years ago, when Dr. Hugh Blair 
and 1 were sitting together in the pit of Drury-Lane 
playhouse, in a wild freak of youthful extravagance, 
] entertained the prodigioutly, by imitating 

the lowing of a cow. A little while after 1 had told 
this story, I differed from Dr. Johnson, 1 Oppose 
too coniidendy, upon some point, which 1 now for¬ 
get. He did not spare me. “ Nay, Sir,” said be, 
“if you cannot talk better as a man, 1 'd have you 
bellow like a cow."('’) 

( 1 ) See oRiJ, Vol. I. p.e7S.—C. >• 

(2) And yet lee, anti, Vol. IV. p. 114., hif eemun of Lord 
Moabdddo for wearing a nwnd hat,in the coiifitrjr.»C. 

. ($) As I hats been acnipuioaaiy esact in relating anecdotw 
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At Dr. Webster’s, he said, that he believed hardly 
any man died without affectation. This remark ap¬ 
pears to me to be well founded, and will account for 
many of the celebrated deathbed sayings which are 
recorded. 

On one of the evenings at my house, when lie 
told that Lord Lovat boasted to an English noble¬ 
man that, though he had not his wealth, he had two 
thousand men whom he could at any time call into 
the field, the Hon. Alexander Gordon observed, that 
those two thousand men brought him to the block. 
“True, Sir,” said Dr. Johnson: “but you may just 
as M'ell argue concerning a man wiio has fallen over 
a precipice to which he has walked too near,— 
' His two legs brought him to that,’ is he not the 
better for having two legs? ” 

At Dr. Blair’s 1 left him, in order to attend a con- 


concci am; other persons, I ^hnll ncH withhold any part of tbit 
story I however ludicrous* I wsis so bucceasful in thu bc^ish 
frolic, that the universal cry of the (otHvries was, Encore the 
cow! Encore the cow!" In the pride of my heart I aUeiimted 
imitations of some other anitnals hut with very infenor enhet* 
My reverend fViend, anxious for my fame^ with an air of the 
utmost gravity and carneatnen, addreSied me thus: My dear 
Sir, I would confine myself to the coto/**— B. — Blair*s advice 
was expressed more emphatically, and with a peculiar burr^^ 
** Stick to the cowp mon 1" — Walter Scon. 

Whm yeurm, (*tWM rather dJly» I allow,) 

Much ideaim wu 1 to imitate a oow. 

Oae at Dniry Laae, whh 'Doctor Blair, 

Mr linUatlofir made the piarhouae itara 
So very chanalne wu I in my roar. 

That both the iulerles dfwpid, and cried * Encore! * 

Pleaidi with the teoefal pai^U and the laugh, 

1 tried to be a sackaM aad a calf: 

But who, alast ia ail thinn can be great* 

In short, 1 met a tartble£lbat; 

Blair whisper'd Ma*^ * You >e toW your credit now; 

BcMweU, Ibr the future, to nW com t and Fiowetl 

L 3 . 
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fltiltation, during whicli he and his amiable host were 
by themselres. I returned to supper, at which were 
Principal Robertson, Mr. Naime, and some other 
gentlemen. Dr. Robertson and Dr. Blmr, I remem¬ 
ber,talked well upon subordination and government; 
and, os niy friend and I were walking home, he said 
to me, Sir, these two doctors are good men, and wise 
men.” I begged of Dr. Blair to recollect what he 
could of the long conversation that passed between 
Dr. Johnson and him alone, this evening, and he 
obligingly wrote to me as follows: — 

Litres 165. DR. BLAIR TO MR. BOSWELL. 

« March S. 1785. 

“ Dear Sir, —As so many years have intn^ened 
since I chanced to have that conversation with Dr. John¬ 
son in my house to which you refer, I have for¬ 
gotten most of what then ]>as8ed ; but remember that 1 
was both instructed and entertained by it. Among other 
subjects the discourse happening to turn on modem Latin 
poets, the doctor expres^ a very favourable opinion of 
Buchanan, and instantly repeated, from beginning to end, 
an ode of bis, entitled Cahndee Matte (the eleventh in 
his MificeUaTuiorum Liber^ beginning with these words, 

‘ SeUvete eaerie delieivt aaerte,’ with which I had fm- 
mcrly been unacquainted; but upon perusing it, the 
praise which he btttowed upon it, as one of the happiest 
of Buchanan's poetical compositions, appeared to me 
very just He also r^ated to me a Latin ode be had 
eopQpoaed in one of the Western Islands, &om which he 
lately returned. We had much discourse concern. 
.^jUg his exeunion to those islands, with which he. ex-' 
pressed himself as having been highly pleaaed; talked in 
.n favourable numoer of the.hospitolity of the iohabitintR; 
and particokriy spoke much of his happiness k havir.g 
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you for his companion; and said Uiat the longer he 
knew you, he loved and erteemed you the more. Tln-i ’ 
conversation passed in the interval between tea and sup¬ 
per, when we were by ourselves. You, and the rest of 
the company who were with us at sui>per, have often 
taken notice that he was uncommonly bland and gay 
Chat evening, and gave much pleasure to all who wer<‘ 
present. This is all that I can recollect distinctly of 
that long conversation. Yours sincerely, 

“ Hoou Blair." 

At Lord Hailes's w e spent a moat agreeable day ; 
but again 1 must lumont that 1 waa so indolent as to 
let almost all tliat passed evaporate into oblivion. 
Dr. .Toiinson observed there, that‘*it is wunderlul 
how ignorant many oHicers of the ai'my arc, consi* 
dering huw much leisure they have for study, and 
the acquisition of knowledge." 1 hofle he w'as mis¬ 
taken ; for he maintained that many of them were 
iguorant of things belonging immediately to their 
own profession; “ for instance, many cannot tell 
how far a musket will carry a bulletin proof of 
which, I suppose, he mentioned some particular 
[terson, for Lord Hailes, from whom I solicited what 
be could recollect of that day, writes to me as fol¬ 
lows 

As to Dr. Johnson’s observation about the igno¬ 
rance of officers, in the length dut a musket will carry, 
my brother. Colonel Dalrymple, was present, and he 
thought that the doctor waa either mistaken, by putting 
the questiim wrong, ot that be had conversed on the 
subject widi some person out of service. Was it upon 
that occasion that expreased no curiosity to see the 
room at Dumfennlme where Charles 1. was bom } ‘ I 

X. 4> 
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know that he wu boni/ eaid he; ' no matter whefe/ 
Did he envy us the birthplace of the king ? 

Near the end of hU Journey/' Dr. Johneon haa 
given liberal praise to Mr* Braidwood's academy for 
the deaf and dumb*(^) When lie visited it, a circum¬ 
stance occurred which was truly cbaracteristical of 
our great lexicographer* Pray/' said he, can 
they pronounce any long words ?" Mr* Braidwood 
informed them they could* Upon which Dr. John¬ 
son wrote one of his se^guipednlia verba^ which w*as 
pronounced by the scholars, and he was satisfied* 
My readers may perhaps wish to know wliat the 
word was ; but I cannot gratify their cutiosity* Mi* 
Braidwood (^) told me it remained long in hU school* 
but had been lost before 1 made my iiiquiry.(^) 


( 1 ) There ii one subject of pbilcmphiosl curiosltr lo*be 
ibund in Edinburg, which no other city tuis to show; e Collegia 
of the Deaf and Dumbi who are UugJ)t. to sperik, to road, to 
writSi and to practiae arithmctici l>y a gentlemim whoH* name is 
Braidwood* • It was ]dcasiRg to see one of the mon desperate 
of human calamities capable of so much hel)>: whatever enlArgca 
h<^ will exalt courage; a/lcr having seen the deaf taught 
arithmetic who would be afraid to cultivate the Hebrides?”— 
J OB NaomJ 

(S) [Mr* Thomas Braidwood was born in Scotlud, in 171S| 
and med at Hackney, Middlesex, in October, 1806*] 

(3) One of the best critics of our age does not wish to 
vent the admirers of the mcorrect and nerveless stylt^ which 
generally prevailed for a century before Dr. Johnson's energetic 
writings were known, from enj^ng the laugh that this story 
may produce, in which he is very ready to ^mn them.” He* 
however, requeats me to observ^ that ^iny friend very properly 
choes 4 iong word on this occasion, not, it is believed, fiom any 
predUsiftioD for polysyllables (though he certainly had a due 
rmfiet for them), but in order to put Mn Braidwood*s skill Ui 
the etrictest test, and to try the efilcacy Of his instruction bv the 
inost dMIcuK exertion of the organs cf his pupils*"—B* — The 
'criik #ua pvobobly Dr* Blair.Vama Scon* 
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Dr. Johnson one day visited the court of session. 
He thought the mode of pleading there too vehe> 
ment, and too much addressed to the passions of the 
judges. “ This," said he, “ is not the Areopagus." 

At old Mr. Drununoiid’s, Sir John Dalry^piple 
quaintly said, the two noblest animals in the world 
were a Scotch .^iighlandcr and an English sailor 
“Why, Sir," said Dr. Johnson, “J shall say no- 
tliing as to the Scutch Highlander; but as to the 
English sailor, 1 cai.not agree with you." Sir John 
said he was generous in giving away his money. 
Johnson. “ Sir, he throws away his money, without 
thought and without merit. I do not call a tree 
generous, that sheds its fruit at every breeze." Sir 
John imving aflecti^l to eomplain of the attacks 
made upon his “ Memoirs," Dr. Johnson said, “Nay, 
Sir, do not complain, it is advantageous to an au¬ 
thor, that his book saould be attacktd as well as 
praised, i'amc is a shuttlecock. If it be struck 
qnly at one end of the room, it will soon fall to the 
ground. To keep it up, it must be struck at both 
ends.'’ Often have I reflected on this since; and, 
instep of being angry at many of those who have 
W'ritten agains^ me, have smiled to think that they 
were unintentionally subservient to my fame, by 
using abatdedore-to make me “viruns volitare per 
ora.” 

At Sir Alexander Dick's, from, that absence of 
^mind to which every nian is at times subject, I told, 
in a blundering manner, Lady EgUntonne’s compli¬ 
mentary adoption of^r. Johnson as her son; for 
infor^nately stated that her ladyship adopted him 
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as her son, in consequence of her having been mar* 
ried the year after he vas burn. Dr. Johnson in¬ 
stantly corrected me.. “ Sir, don't you perceive that 
you are defaming the countess ? For, supposing 
me to be her son, and that she was not married till 
the year after my birth, I must have been her natu¬ 
ral son.” A young lady Q) of quality, who was 
present, very handsomely said, ** Might not the son 
have justified the fault ? ” ' My friend was much 
flattered by this compliment, which he never forgot. 
When in more than ordinary spirits, and talking of 
bis journey in Scotland, he has called tome, ** Bos¬ 
well, what was it that the young lady of quality said 
of me at Sir Alexander Dick’s ? ” Nobpdy M ill 
doubt that I was happy in repeatitig it. 

My ilius^ous friend, being now desirous to be 
agmn in the great theatre of life and animated ex¬ 
ertion, took a place in the coach, which m’os to set 
out for London on Monday the 22d of November 
Sir John Dalrymplc pressed him to come on the 
Saturday before, to his house at Cranston, which 
being twelve miles from Edinburgh, upon the mid¬ 
dle road to Newcastle (Dr. Johnson bad come to 
Edinburgh by Berwick, and along the naked coast), 
it would make his.joumey e-asier, as the coich would 
take him up at a more seasonable hour than that 
at which it sets out. Sir John, 1 perceive, was am¬ 
bitious of having such a guest; but as I M'as well 
^assured, that at this very time he had joined 
tome of his prejudiced countrymen in railing at Dr. 

(1) Protebly one of the Ltdiet Lindsay^ dAUghttn of the 
Etrl of BeicemOn—Vf Attn 8co?f»TOmoftheio» Ledy Anno 
IsindMiy^ wrote the beautiiUl btlkd oiAutd JtoHti Grof*] 
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Johnson, and had said, he wondered how any geii> 
tleman of Scotland could keep company with him, 
1 thouglit he.did not deserve the honour; yet, as 
it miglit be a convenience to Dr. Johnson, I coD' 
triveii that he should accept the invitation, and en¬ 
gaged to conduct him. I resolved that, on our way 
to Sir John's, wc should make a little circuit by 
Uuslin Castle and Hawthoruden, and wished to set 
out soon after breakfast; but young Mr. Tytler 
came to show Dr. Johnson some essays which he 
liad written ; and my great friend, who was exceed¬ 
ingly obliging when thus consulted, was detained so 
long, that it was, 1 believe, one o’clock before we got 
into our post-chaise. I found that we should be too 
late for dinner at Sir John Dalrymple’s, to which 
wc were engaged; but 1 would by no means lose 
the pleasure of seeing my friend at Hawthomden— 
of seeing Sam Jnhmnn at the very spot where Sen 
Jomon visited the U'artied and poetiesU Drummond. 

We' surveyed Iloslin Castle, the roniantic scene 
around it, and tlic beautiful Gothic ehapel, and 
dined and drank tea at the inn; after which we pro¬ 
ceeded to Hawthomden, and viewed the caves ; and 
. 1 all the while had Rare Sen in my mind, and was 
pleased to think that ^is place was now visited by 
another celebrated wit of England. 

By this time the waning night was growing 
old,” and we were yet several miles from Sir John 
Daliymiple’s. Dr. Johnson did not seem, much 
troubled at our having treated the baronet with so 
little attention to pj^liteness; but when I talked of 
tlie grievous disappointment it must have been^to 
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him that we did not come to the feast that ho had 
prepared for ua (for he told us he had killed a 
seven-year'old sheep on purpose), my friend gut 
into a merry mood, and jocularly said, “ I dare say, 
Sir, he has been very sadly distressed; nay, we do 
not know but the consequence may have been fataL 
Let me try to describe his situation in bU own his* 
torical style. 1 have as good a right to make him 
think and talk, as he has to tell us how people 
thought and talked a hundred years ago, of which 
he has no evidence. All history, so far as it is not 
supported by contemporary evidence, is romance.— 
Stay now — let us consider!” He then (heartily 
laughing all the while) proceeded iu his Imitation, 
I am sure to the following ctfect, though now, at tlie 
distance of almost twelve years, 1 cannot pretend to 
recollect all the precise words. 

Dinner being ready, he wondered that hh guests 
were not yet come. His wonder wa.s soon succeeded 
fay impatience. lie walked about the room in anxious 
Station ; sometimes he looked at his watch, sometimes 
be looked out at the window with an eager gaze of ex* 
pectation, and revolved in his mind the various acci¬ 
dents of human life. His family belield him with 
mute concern. * Surely,' said he, with a sigh, * they 
will not fail me.' I'he mind of man can bear a certain 
pressure; but tliere is a point when it can bear no 
more. A rope was in his view, and he died a Koman 
death.” ( ) 

(I) ^ Eim wa« At thftt time conUneA to the same chamber of' 
the Toerer from which his father Lord Ca|>ei had been led it) 
imihf tod ifl irliich his wife's mndfatber Itad inflicied a volute* 
tary death upon himself. When he«wr friend carried t<> 
wMl be loelmed certain fate, their commoo enemies enjoying 
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It \va.<4 veiy late before vre reached the seat of Sir 
Jolui Dalr 3 ’inple ('), M’ho, certainly .with some reason, 
was not in very good humour. Our conversation 
was not brilliant. We supped, and went, to bed in 
ancient rooms, which would have better suited the 
climate of Italy in summer, than that of Scotland - 
in the month of November. 

I recollect no conversation ol' the next day worth 
preserving, except one saying of Dr. Johnson, which 
will be a valuable text for many decent old dowagers, 
and other good company, in various circles to de* 
scant upon. He said, 1 am sorry 1 have not learnt 
to play at cards. It is very useful in life: it gener¬ 
ates kindness, uti<i consolidates society.” (2) He 
certainly could not luciiti cicep [»lay. 

IMy friend and 1 thought we should be more com¬ 
fortable at the Inn at Ulacksliields, two miles farther 
on. 'We therefore u'cnt thither in the evening, and 
he nas very oDtrrtaiiiing; but 1 liave preserved no¬ 
thing blit the plcu^iug r« iiu lubraucc, and his verses 
ou George the Second and Cibber, and his epitaph 
on Paruetl, which he was then so good as to dictate 


the spectacle, and reflected that it was he who had forced Lord 
Howard upon the confidence of Itussell, he retired, and by a 
Homan deot/i.put an end to his misery.”— DtUn/mple'iMfmmrt, 
rol. i. p.' 36. 

( 1 ) They seem to have behaved to Sir John Dalrymple with 
wanton incivility.C. 

ffi) The^te excellent Dr. Baillie advised a gentleman whose 
omciid duties were of a very constant .and engroising natun.', 
and whose health seemed to niflbr fnm over-work, to play at 
cards in the evening, which wooht tend, he said, to quiet tl.v 
mind, and to allay the aniiety created by the bUMiicwt of the 
day. — C.» [Myself, .vidieo over-worked at the AdmiraltyC 
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to me. Wc breakfasted together next morning, and 
then the coach came, and took him up. He had, aa 
one of his companions in it, as far as Newcastle, the 
worthy and ingenious Dr. Hope, botanical professor 
at Edinburgh. Both Dr. Johnson and he used to 
speak of their good fortune in Urns accidentally 
meeting; for they had much instructive convers¬ 
ation, which is always a most valuable enjoyment, 
and, when found where it is not expected, is pecu¬ 
liarly relished. 

I have now completed my account of our Tour to 
the Hebrides. 1 have brought Dr. Johnson down 
to Scotland, and'seen him into the coach which in a 
few hours carried him back into Engtsud. He said 
to me often, that the time he spent in this Tour was 
the pleasantest part of his life, and asked mo if 1 
would lose the recollection of it for hve hundred 
pounds. 1 answered I would not; and be applauch'd 
my setting such a value on an accession of ncu- 
images in my mind. 

Had it not been for me, 1 am persuadcnl Dr. Julin- 
sun never would have undertaken such a journey ; 
and I must be allowed to assume some merit from 
having been the cause that our language has been 
enriched with such a book as that which he pub¬ 
lished on his return ; a book which I never read but 
with the utmost admiration,-as 1 had such oppor¬ 
tunities of knowing from what very meagre mate¬ 
rials it was composed. 

But my praise may be suppoiK-d partial; and ' 
therefore I shall ^sert two testimonies, not liable to 
that objection, both written by^gentlcmen of Scot- 
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laud, to whose opinions 1 am confident the highest 
iv.spcct will be paid, Lord Hailes and Mr. Demp¬ 
ster. 

LkttksIOO. lord HAILES TO MR. BOSWELL. 

“ Kewhailcs, Feb. 6. 1775. 

“ Sin, — I have received much pleasure and much 
iiiKtruction from perusing the ‘ Journey to tl»e 
)>rides.' I admire the elegance and variety of descrip¬ 
tion, and the lively picture of men and manners. 1 
always approve of the moral, often of the political re- 
tiuctiona. 1 love the benevolence of the au^or. 

They who search for faults may possibly find them 
in this, as well as in every other work of literature. 
For example, the friends of tlie old family say that the 
•ira of planting is place<l too late, at the union of the 
rwo kingdoms. 1 am known to be no friend of the old 
family ; yet I would place the era of planting at the 
restoration; after the murder of Charles ]. had been 
expiated in the anarchy which succeeded it. 

" Before the restoration, few trees were planted, 
unless by the monastic drones: their successors (and 
worthy patriots they were), the barons, first cut down 
tlie trees, and then sold the estates. The gentleman at 
Sc. Andrews, who said tliat tliere were but two trees in 
Fife, ought to have added, that the elms of Balmerino 
were sold within these twenty years, to make pumps 
i'ur the fire-engines. 

“ In J. Miyor de GeatU Scotorum^ L i. c. S, last 
edition, there is a singular pas8Sg,e 

“ ‘ Davidi Cranaumso couterraneo, dum de pnma tbecdogia-* 
licentia foret, duo ei consocii eC iamiliares, et mei cum eo in 
artibus auditures, aciUcet Jacobus Ahnain SenonensiSi et Petrus 
BruvccUeiisis, Prsedkabiris ordinis, Id Sorbonc curia die Sor- 
bnnico commilitonibua suis publice otijedanmt, mmd pane ave- 
naceo plated Scoti, sicut a modam religiose inteibxeraqt, veux^ 
6aN<wr, ut vtruffi, fwem notvwO, htmedis talibut ft'H- 

taretU, qm hoc infiaon tmqwmpatria dedecw mnu eit.‘ 
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** Pray introduce our countryman, >fr. Licentiate 
David Cranston, to the acquaintance of Mr. Johnson. 

" The syllogism seems to have been this: — 

Thi-y who ft^ on oatmeal arc barlmrians; 

Bur. till' Scots feed on oatmeal; — Krgo — 

The licentiate denied the fninor. I am. Sir, &c. 

** Dav. Dalryuple.” 

Lrrrxa 167. MR. DEMPSTER TO MU. BOSWELL. 

** Dunnichen, Feb. 16. 1775. 

** Mv dear Riixwell, I cannot omit a moment 
to return you my best thanks for the entertainment 
you have furnished me, my family, and guests, by the 
perusal of Dr. Johnson’s ‘ Journey to the Western 
Islands ;* and now for my sentiments of it. I was well 
entertained. HU descriptiona are accurate and vivid. 
He carried me on the tour along witli him. 1 am 
pleased with the justice he has done to your humour 
and vivacity. ‘ The noise of the wind being all its own/ 
is a boTi-mot, that it would have been a pity to have 
omitted, and a robbery not to have aacribnt to its 
author. (•) 

** There is nothing in the book, from b^;inning to 
endj AaC a Scotchman need to take amiai. What he 
says of the country is true, and hia observations on the 
pei^le are what must naturally occur to a sensible, 
observing, and rejecting inhaUtant of -a convenient 
metropolis, where a mao on thirty pounds a year may 
be better accommodated with all tl^ little wants of life 
ban Col or Sir Allan. He reasons candidly about the 
second-sight; but I widi he had inquired more, before 
he ventured to say he even doubted the postibiUty of 

(O 1 know not that 1 ever heard the wind to lOud in any 
otta place (as in Ctd] { and Mr. Boewell observed, that its 
noise tuM eU it$ ownt for there were no trees to inenase it."— 
JoAwofi's Journey.^ C. ^ 
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sa(^ an unuraal and useless deviation finm all the known 
laws of natuie. The notion of the second-sight I con¬ 
sider as a remnant of soperstitidus ignorance and ere- 
duL'ty, which a philosopher will set down as such, till 
the contrary is clearly proved^ and then it will be 
classed among the other certain, though unaccountable 
parts of our nature, like dreams, and — 1 do not know 
what. 

“ In regard to the language, it has the merit of being 
all his own. Many words of foreign extraction are 
used, where, I believe, common ones would do as well, 
‘especially on familiar oceasiona Yet 1 believe he could 
not express himself so forcibly in any other style. 1 
am charmed with his researches concerning the Erse 
language, and the antiquity of their manuscripts. I am 
quite convinced ; and 1 shall rank Ossian, and his 
Fmgala snd Oscars, amongst die nursery ta^, not the 
true history of our country, in all time to come. 

** Upon the whole the book cannot displease, for it 
has no pretensions. The author neither says he % a 
geographer, nor an antiquarian, nor very learned in the 
History of Scotland, - nor a naturalist, nor a fosaiUst. 
The iiianiiers of the people, and tlie face of the country, 
arc all he attempts to describe, or seems to hare thought 
of. Much were it to be wished that they who have 
travelled into more remote, and of course more curious, 
regions, had all possessed his good sense. Of the state 
of leamiug his observations on Glasgow university show 
he has formed s very sound judgment. He understands 
our climste too, and he has accurately observed. the 
changes, however alow and unperoeptible to us, which 
fU'otland has undm^one, in consequence of the blessings' 

liberty and internal peace. 1 could have drawn my 
through the atory of the old woman at St. Andrew's, 
die only silly thing in die book. ‘He has tak«i 
./pportuni^ of ingrafting':tnto the work aeveral good 
obaervationa, which 1 say he had made upor. meu 

VOL. V. M 
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tnd diings before he set foot on Scotch ground, by which 
it it comddcrably enriched. (>) A long journey, like a 
all may'.pole, though not very beautiful itself, yet Is 
pretty enough when ornamented with flowers and gar¬ 
lands : it furnishes a tort of cloak-pint for banging the 
furniture of you^ mind npon ; and whoerer sets out 
upon a journey, without famishing his mind previously 
with much study and useful knowledge, erects a may- 
p<dc- in Decemb^, and puts up very useless closk-pins. 

“ 1 hope the h^k will induce many of bis country¬ 
men to inidce the same jaunt, and help to intermix the 
more liberal part of them atill more with us, and per¬ 
haps abate somewhat of that virulent antipathy which 
mMy of them entertain against the Scotch; who cer¬ 
tainly would never have formed those itombinations 
whi^ he takes notice of, more than their ancestors, had 
they not been necessary for their mutual safety, at least 
for their success, in a country where they are treated as 
r;)rcignrTs. They would find us not deficient, at least 
in point of hospitality, and tliey would be ashamed ever 
after to abuse us in die mass. 

So much for the Tour. I have now, for the first 
time in my life, passed a winter in the country ; and 
never did three months roll on with more swiftness and 
satisfaction. I used not only to wonder at, but pity, 
th<Me whose lot condemned them to winter any where 
but in either of tbe capitals. But every place has its 
^rms to a cheerful mind. 1 am busy planting and 
hking measures for opening the summer canipaigu in 
farmii^!;; and I find I have an excellent resource, when 
revolutions in politics perhaps, and revolutions of the 
sun for certain, will make it decent for me to retrea' 
behind tiie ruiks of the more forward in life. 

(X) Mr, Onnef one of the ablest historiaM of this age* is of 
thu same opinion. He said to met Thwre are in thet honk 
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" I Bm glad to bear tbe last was a very busy week 
Irith you. 1 tee you as counsel in some causes which 
liust have opened a charming field for y<mr biunotirous 
vein. As it is more uncommon, so 1 verily believe it 
is more useful than dxe more serious exercise of reason; 
and, to a man who is to appear in public, more edat is 
to be gained, sometimes more money too, by a bon-tnot,' 
than a learned speech. It is the fund of natural humour 
which Lord North possesses, that makes him so much 
the favourite of. the house, and so able, because so 
amiable, a leader of a party. ,' i. 

" 1 have now finished my Tour of Sevm Page*. In 
what remains, I beg leave to offer my compliments, and 
those of ma tr^ ahire^emme, to you and Mrs. Boswell. 
Fray unbend the busy brow, and frolic a little in a 
letter to, my dear Boswell, your affectionate friend, 

“Geobob Dempsteb."(’) 

1 shall also present tbe public with a correspond' 
ence with the laird of Rasay, concerning a passage 
in the “ Journey to the Western Islands,” which 
shows Dr. Jolmson io a very amiable light 

Lcrtzaies. THE LAIRD OF RASAY TO 

MR. BOSWELL. 

** Rasay, Aprfl 10. 1775. 

“ Dbxb Sib, — I take this occasion of retnming yon 
my most hearty thanks for the civilitiet shown to my 
daughter by you and Mrs. Boswdl. Yet, though she 
has informed me that 1 am under this obligation, I 

O ) reader ^11,1 am eure^ joizi wMi me in ad** 
miration of Ihe tndy nMiotie writer of thk 1 knew not 

Which mort to applaud, — that good aeoae andlttenOitTof mind 
irmch could aee and adnut the defects pf hia ottira cousitiy, to 
which no man is a mote aealous friend; pr candour which 
induced him to give Juit praiae to tha minlgter wbn ha bonefUf 
and atrenuoual; oppuii.*^ 

u9 
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ilould wry probably hsTe deferred tronUing yon with 
Inking my acknowledgmenta st preaedt, if 1 had not 
leen Dr. Johnson's * Jonmey to the Western Isles/ in 
vhich he has been pleased to make a very fnendly men- 
Ijd of my family, for which 1 am snrdy obliged to him, 
»a being more than an equivakot few die reception you 
«nd he met-with. Yet'there is one pvagraph 1 shi^d 
hire been glad he had omitted, wfatdi I am sure was 
owing to minnfimnation ; dut is, that 1 had acknow. 
ledged Macleod to be my chief, though my anceeton 
disputed the pre-emiDence for a long tract of time. 

'' I nerer had occasion to enter eerioudy on diis 
argument with the present laird, or his grandihther, nor 
could I hare any temptation to such a renunciation from 
4ther of them. I aclmowledge the benefit of being diief 
of a dan U in our days of very little ngnifiesney, and to 
traoe out the pr<^(rets of this honour to the founder of a 
family, of any sUndii^ would perhaps be a matter of 
some difficulty. 

" The true state of the present ciae Is this: the 
M'Leod family consists of two di^rent branches; the 
M'Leods of Lewis, of which I sm descended, and the 
M'Leods of Harris. And though die former have lost 
a very extensive estate by forfeiture in King James the 
Sixth’s time, there axe still several respectal^ families of 
it existing, who would justly blame me for such an un« 
JDcAiing cession, when they all acknowledge me head of 
that family; wUch, thou^ in Act it be .but an ideal 
point of honour, is not hiUierto so Ar disregarded in our 
^ntty, but it would determine some of my ftiends to* 
40ok on me as a much smaller man than eldier they or 
myself judge me at present to be. I will, therefore, ask 
r as a Avour of yen to acquaint die Doetmr with the 
ffifflealty he has brought me to. In tmvdUng among 
rival dim, sndi a silly tak ta diis might aanly be whis-^ 
pared into the ear of a passing stranger; hut ra it has 
no foundation in Act, J hope the Doi^ will be so good 
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as to take his own way in undeceiving the pnbUe — 1 
principally mean my friends and cminexiona, who will 
he first angry at me, and next sorry to find such an in¬ 
stance of my littleneN recorded in a hcK^ which has a 
very fair chuce of being mudi read. I expect you will 
let me know what he write you in return, and we 
here beg to make ofier to you and Mrs. Boswell of our 
most respectful compliments.—1 am, dear Sir, your most 
obedient humble servant, 

*' JoHif M'Liop.' 

Lima 1«9. MB. BOSWELL TO THE LAIBD 

OF RA8AY. 

•* London, May 8,^ 1775 

''Daan 8a,—The day before yesterday I had the 
honour to receive your letter, and I immediately com. 
mumcated it to Dr. Johnson. He said he loved your 
spirit, and was exceedingly sorry that be had been the 
cause of die smallest uneasiness to yon. There is not 
a more candid man in the #orld than he is, when properly 
addressed, as you will see from his letter to you, s^ich 
I now mcloee. He hu allowed me to talm a copy of it, 
and he says you may read it to your clan, or pnUisfa it, 
if you please. Be assured, Sir, that I shall take care of 
what he baa intrwted to me, wldch la to have an acla^- 
ledgment of hia eiror inserted in the Edinguigh news* 
papers. Ton will, 1 dare aay, be fnlly satisfied widi Di^ 
Jedmaon's hdbaviesir. He la deairoua to know that you 
sse ; and dserrfewe when you have read hk acknowl^- 
nient fai file papera, I you may write to me; and if 
you choose it, I am permit a letter from you to file 

Doctor also be takoi kind. I fiiall be at Bdinhori^ 
file week after next.- 

*'Any dvilifies whidi my wife and 1 had in our 
power to show to your dau^ter, Bdiai H*Leed, were due 
10 her own merit, and Arere well r^aid by Wr egnMk 

M S ’ 
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companj'. But I am aure I should be a vet y unworthy 
man if 1 did not wish to diow a grateful aenae of the 
hospitable and genteel'manner in which you were pleaseti 
to treat me. ^ assured^ my dear Sir, Aat 1 shall never 
forget your goodness, and the happy houra whidi 18|>eat 
in Rasay. 

** You and Dr. McLeod were both so obliging as to 
promise me an account in writiiig, of all the particulars 
vrliieh each of you remember, concerning the transactions 
of 1745>6. Pray do not fo^t diia, and be as minute 
and full as you can; put down every thing: 1 h8\c a 
great curiosity to know as much as 1 can, authentically. 

** \ beg that you may preeeut my best respects to Laily 
Rasay, my compliments to your young family, and to 
Dr. ; and my hear^ good wishes to Malcolm, 

with whom I hope again to shake handa cordially. — I 
have the honour to be, dear Sir, your obliged and faith¬ 
ful humble servant, 

** James Boswell.'* 

ADVERTISEMENT WRITTEN BY DR. JOHNSON, 

dnd iimrtad by hit detirt in Ae Bdinlntryk wvipap«r«, rtfomd 

to t* (Ac fangmng Utter, (i) 

*^The author of the * Journey to the Western 
Islands,' having edited that the McLeods of Raaay 
acknowledge the chieftainehip or 'superiority of ^ 
M'Leods of Sky, finds that he has been misinformed or 
mistaken. He meuis in a future edition to correct his 
errm*, and wishes m be told of more, if more have beat 
fcUacovexed*" 

Dr. Johnson's letter was as follows: •— 


fl) Ihs origiifal M8. is now p my 
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LsimlTO. DIL. JOHNSON TO THE LAIRD OF 

RASAY. 

“ Londcm, May 6. 1775« 

“ Dear Sir, Mr. Boswell has this day shown nie 
a letter in which you (^nipiain of a passage in the 
' Journey to the Hebrides.' My meaning is mistalcen. 
I did nut intend to say that you had personally made 
any cession of the rights of your house, or any ac> 
knowledgment of the superiority of M'Leod of IJunvegan. 
1 only derigned to express what I thought generally 
ailmittcd—that the house of Rasay allowed the 8U{)eri« 
ority of the house of rhinvegan. Eren this 1 now find 
to be erroneous, and will therefore omit or retract it in 
the next e«litioa. 

I'hough what I had said had been true, if it had 
b(vn (Iis8g<eeable to you, 1 should bavewishetl itunsaid ; 
for it is not my business to adjust precedence. As it is 
mistaken, I find myself disposed to correct, both by my 
respect for you, and iny reverence for truth. 

" As I know not when- the book will be reprinted, I 
have fiesired Mr. ItusweU to anticipate the correction in 
t!iu E<linhurgh pa|>er8. This is all that can be done. 

** T hope 1 may now venture to desire that my 
complimeots may lie made, and niy gratitude expressed, 
to Lady Rasay, Mr. Malcolm M'Leod, Mr. Dould 
M'Queen, and all the gentlemen and >11 tl^ ladies wBom 
1 saw in the island of Rasay; a place whidb I xe« 
Tjieraber with too much pleasure and too muchkiodneas^ 
not to he sorry that my ignorance, or hasty peranaiion, 
should, for a single moment, bare violatedite tranquiORy. 

I beg you all to forgive an undesigned and in* 
voluntary injury, and to consider me as. Sir, yonr moat 
obliged and most humble servant, 

• , « Sam. JoBKMiK.” (') 

. (It KsMf WM hi^y^ratiSed, and sAarwards viaitfid anf 
diiiou with Dr- Johnson, at his house in London. 

M 4 
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It would be improper for me to boast of my own 
. labours; but 1 cannot refrain from publishing such 
praise as I received from such a man as Sir William 
Forbes, of Pitsligo, all:cr tlie perusal of the original 
manuscript of my Journal. 

« 

Lsttbe171. sir W. FORBES TO MR. BOSWELL. 

** E^ijburgb, Mireh 7. 1777. 

** Mt Dsaa Sm, — 1 ought to have thanked yon 
sooner for your very oUiging letter, and for the singular 
eonfidence you are jdeased to place in me, when yon 
trust me with such a curious and valuable deposit as the 
papers you have sent me. (') Be assured I have a due 
sense of this favour, and shall faithfully and carehiUy 
return them to you. You may rely that I shall neither 
copy any part, nor permit the papers to be seen. 

** They contain a carious picture of society, and form 
a journal on the mo3t instructive plan that can possibly be 
thought of; for 1 am not sure that an ordinary observer 
would become so well acquainted either with Dr. John- 
son, or with the manners of die Hebrides, by a personal 
intercourse, as by a perusal of your JournaL 1 am 
very truly, dear Sir, &c. 

William Founa.'* 

♦ 

When,l consider how many of the persons men> 
tiemed in this Tour are now gone to “ that undia> 
eoveared eoan^* from whose bourne no traveller re> 

(l) In justice both to Sr WiUism Forbes uid myself, it is 
j woper to mentloQ, that the papers which were submittBd to hie 
petuml CMtrined only «n account of obr Toot from the dmo 
mat Dr, Johnsou and 1 set out IVom Edinburab, and con^ 
aagoeCi^ did net eootsin the eulogium on Sir wUliam Forbea 
(voLlv. p, 15.),wfaicbbe never sew till this book sppesrtri in 

*me the above letter 
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turns,” 1 feel an impression at once awful and tend 
— Reguittatni m pact! 

It may be objected by some peiBons, as it has been 
by one of my friends, th^ he has the power of 
thus exhibiting an exact transcript of cbnveraafrons 
is not a desira^ member of society. I repeat the 
answer which I made to that friend: ** Few, very 
few, need be afraid that their sayings will be re¬ 
corded. Can it be imagined that 1 would tdte the 
trouble to gather what grows on every hedge, because 
I have collected such fruits as the Nonpareil and 
the BoK CKREflEK?” 

On the other hand, bow useful is such a faculty, 
if well exercised. To it we owe all those interesting 
apophthegms and memonjbHia of the ancients, which 
Plutarch, Xenophon, and Valerius Maximus, have 
transmitted to us. To it we owe all those histractive 
and entertaining collections which the French have 
made under the title of ** Ana,” affixed to some 
celebrated name. To it we owe the “ Table-Talk** 
of Selden, the “ Conversation" between Ben Jonson 
and Drummond of Hawtbomdui, Spence’s ** Anec¬ 
dotes of Pope," and other valuaUe remains in our CWQ 
language. How delighted should we have been, if 
thus introduced into the company Shidupeaie sAd 
of Dryden, of whom we know searedy any thing b|U 
their admiraUe writings 1 What {deasure wedd It 
have given us, to have, known th^ petty hibits, 
oharacthristic manners, their inodes of eoaponitiOB, 
and their genuine i^inion of preceding writers and 
oftheiroontemporaries! All Aese are Bovrirreoover- 
ably lost Considering .how thuy of the strongeet 
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and most brilliant efTusions of exalted intellect must 
haVe perished, how much is it to be regretted that 
all men of distinguished wisdom and wit have not 
been attended by friends, of taste enough to relish, 
and abilities enough to register their conversation: 

^ Viicre fortes tote AgmiDemnoM 
Iluiti} sed omoes lUsciTnubilA 
Urgentur, Ignotique looga 
Nocte* careot quia rate tarro*' 

The^ whose inferior exertions are recorded, as 
serving to explain or illustrate the sayings of such 
men, may be proud of being thus associated, and of 
their names being transmitted to posterity, by being 
appended to an illustrious characti'r. 

Before I conclude, 1 think it proper to say, that 
1 have suppressed (') every thing which I thought 

( 1 ) Having founds on a revision of the flrvt edition uf ihin 
vwkf that, notwithstanding niy hcvt care, a few 
Itad esi*aped me, which arviM* from the instant imprebsion, the 
publication of which migiit )H*rhap^ be conbidcrf^ as passing 
the bounds of a strict decorum, 1 nnracdiatclj ordered that thc^y 
ahould be omitted in the vul>M*qiient cditionib I wan ploastd 
lu find that thi .7 did not amount in the whole to a page. It any 
of the sanic kind are yet left, it is owing to inadvertence etonc, 
no man being more unwilling t 6 gire pain to others Uian I am, 
A contemptSile scribbler, of whom I have lawnrd no more 
than that, after having disgraced and deserted the clerical cha¬ 
racter, he picks up in London a scanty livelihood by bctimfous 
lampoons under a feigned name, has impudently and falsely 
aaseited that the passages omitted were d^moiorvi and that the 
omisvion wav not nduntary, but compulsi^. 7ne last msniu* 
stion I took the trouble publicly to disprove; yet, like one of 
Pope's dunces, he persevered in **the lie o'ertlvwn.'' As to 
the charge of defamation, there k an obvious and certain uuwlo 
of Tcfptiiig it Any perm who thinks it worth while to cimi- 
parq edition with the other will find that the piievag 4 *s , 
onMM were not in the least degm of tbit nature; tot cxacl 'y 
ndjw 1 have reproeented them in the former part of tbs duu> 
tWilH^ eflution of momentary fealing% wfaicn tto delicacy of 
Miteiiqm should have aippreesed.—& 
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could really hurt any one now living. Vanity and self* 
conceit indeed may aometimes suffer. Witii respect 
to what is related, 1 considered it my duty to “ ex¬ 
tenuate nothing, Dorset down aught in malice;” and 
with those lighter strokes of Dr. Johnson's satire, 
prf>ccoding from a warmth and quickness of imagina¬ 
tion, not from any malevolence of heart, and which, 
on account of their excellence, could not be omitted, 
1 trust that they whoarc the subject of them have good 
sense and good temper enough not to be displeased. 

I have only to add, that 1 shall ever reflect with 
great pleasure on a Tour, which has b^i) the means 
of preserving so much of the enlightened and instruc¬ 
tive conversation of one whose virtues will, 1 hope, 
ever be an object of imitation, and whose powers of 
mind were so extraordinary, that ages may revolve 
before such a man shall again appear. 


His stay in Scotland was from tibe 18th of August 
on which day he arrived, till the 22d of November, 
when he set out on his return to London; and I 
believe ninety-four days were never passed by any 
man in a more vigorous exertion. He came by Hat 


I believe the eoibbler alluded to wae WiUi«n 'Riompion, 
author of the ** M«a in the Moon,** sod other-eetiricsl Dovele, 
half clever, half enuy kind of worin. Ha was once s member 
of the kith ct Scotlajad, buf being depoeed by. the preabywry 
of. Anchtowder, baesma an aut&r of all works in tawidon, 
and could aeldom ftaiah a wok, on whatever eilbject, withont 
givihg u elan by tha way to that eane pnAytery with the on- 
pronounceable ntma. BoaweU’i denial w having retractad 
itMil otunptiUo* rafbtae wfa at vraa aald by Peter Pindar and 
oUursabout '‘^‘OoiiaH'a nfet”—Wanna Score. 
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wMf of Berwick-upon-Tweed to Ediobui^h, where 
he remained a few daya, and then went by SL An¬ 
drew’s, Aberdeen, Invemees, and Fort Augustus, to 
the Hebrides, to riait which was the principal object 
he had in view. He visited the isles of Sky, Rmy, 
Col, MuU, Inchkenneth, and IcolmkilL He travelled 
through Aigyleshire by Inverary, and from thence 
by Lochlomond and Dunbarton to Glasgow, then by 
Loudon to Auchittteek in Ayrshire, the seat of my 
fiunily, and then by Hamilton, back to Edinburgh, 
where he spent some time. 

He thus saw the four universities of Scotland, its 
three principal cities, and as much of the Highland* 
and insular life as was sufficient for his philosophical 
contemplation. I had the pleasure of accompanying 
Impi during the whole of his jottmpy.(*) 

Ha was respectfully entert^ed by the great, tlie 
learned, and the elegant, wherever he went; nor «^a8 
he less delighted with the hospitality which he ex¬ 
perienced in bumbler life. (^) 

(l) The author wm not m msU ^afner by this extrsorSinsiy 
Journey; tar Ur. Joboagn thus wntes to Mre. Tbral^ Nov. s. 
177 S: _ « Bosiretl will prsuw mr reaoludon and perteverancu, 
and I ahsU in return celebrate hu humour and perpetual 
rhfTrfwInitM He haa batter facuUKt than I had imagined; 
more juntncs* of diacpmment, and more fecundity of images. 
It it very convenient to travel with him: for there is no bouse 
where ha ia not rseelved with lundneM and reapect.” — LeL 90. 
w^Mauihs. —I SfekMl Lord StoweU in what wtimatita bo 
found BoawaU amonnt hia countrymen. *<GeneraUy liked as 
s good-natured jolly Tellow,” replin hla lordbhip. *' But was 
hafopcetedf" “ why, 1 think he hod about the [ospertion of 
motet that you might guen wonld be ihown to ajom Mow* 
Hk lordabip arMostty thought that tbore «m more ngm than 

(S) Ho wae hmg vemambared amoMtat iha losmi sriUn of 
HabrMosiu to thotWedf the teimacdiftirv^ tlw % A^aiam 
mWajaxs Scor. 
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His various adventures, uid the force and vivacit j 
of his mind, as exercised during this peregrination, 
upon innumerable topics, have been ^thfully, and 
to the best of my abilities, displayed in my ** Jounial 
of a Tour to the Hebrides,” to which, as the public 
has been pleased to honour it by a very eztenrive 
circulation, I beg leave to refer, as to a separate and 
remarkable portion of his lif(^ which may be there 
seen in detail, and which exhibits as stiiking a view 
of bis powers in conversation, as his works do of his 
excellence in writing. Nor can I deny to myself the 
very flattering gratification of inserting here the 
character which my friend Mr. Courtenay has been 
pleased to give of that work: — 

« With Reynolds’ pencil, Tivid, twld, uid tm^ 

So fervent Boswell give* him to our view: 

In every trait we see bis mind expand; 

The master rises by the pupil's hand: 

We love the writer, praiae his happy vein, 

Graced with the natvet4 of the sage Montaigne; 

Hence not alone are brighter parts display’d. 

But e’en the specks of character pourtray’d ; 

We sect the Uainbter with fastidious mile 
Mark Ale lone tree, and note the heath-clad tele; 

But when the heroic tale of * Flor*'(l) charms, 

Deck'd in a kilt, be wields a chieftain's arms: 
llie tuneful piper sounds a martial etraio. 

And Samud aings^ ‘The king shall have hte ■in.*’* 

During his stay at Edinbui^h, after his return 
from the Hebrides, he was at great pains to obtain 
information concerning Scotland; and it will ^ipear 
irom hb subsequent liters, that he was not less so- 

(1) **!DM ealebraSadF^ Macdonald.’*-I-CootnvAS 
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licitoufl for intelligence on this subject after his retui u 
to London. 


Lmn na. TO JAMES BOSWELL ESQ. 

% 

27. 177n. 

^ Dsab 6nt,—I ctme hotne ln$t nighty without any 
incommochty, danger, or weariness, and am ready to 
begin a new journey. I shall go to Oxford on Monday. 
1 know Mrs. Boswell wished me well to go (*); her 
wishes have not been dUappointed. Mrs. Williams has 
received Sir A.^a (*) letter. 

Make my complimeota to all those to whom my 
compliments may be welcome. Let the box (j^) be sent 
as Boon as it can, and let me know when to expect it. 

Inquire, if you can, the order of the clans: 
Maedon^d is first (*); Midean second; further 1 can* 


( 1 ) In this he showed a very acute penetration. My wife 
paid him the most arduous and respemul attentiem while he 
was our guest; so that I wonder bow he discovered her wibhing 
flew his departure. The truth is, that hii irregular hours and 
oncottth habits such us tumiog the candles with their heeds 
downwards, when they did not hum bright enougl^ and lotting 
the wax drop upon the carpet, could f)jSt but be disweoable lo 
a liuly. Baades, she had not that high adrairaUon of^iim which 
was relt by most of those who knew him; and, what was very 
natural to a female mind, she thou^ be had too much in* 
fiuenee over her husband. She once, in a little warmth, made, 
with mtwe point than justice, this remark upon that subject; — 
** 1 have seen many a bear led by a man; but I never before 
saw a man led by a bear.** — B.The rea^ will, however^ 
hereafter see chat the repetition of this obser^ioo* as to Mrs* 
Boswell's feelings towa^ him was made so ftequenily tad 
pertioacioualy, as it hardly reconcilable with good taste and 
good manneri. ^ C, 


(S) Sir Alexander Gordon, one of the professors at Aber« 


(•I This vm a bos contaia ^ umber of curious thiiiga 


iWeh he had ^cked jop 

* Y /4) Tbs Macdonalds tlwayp 
of the vrtiole clan% om 


particularly aome horia 


daxm tobs placed m the 
thosgof tbat trlbs mifpk ’Hm 
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Dr. Webster (>). I am. Sir, ycnre 

SAMs JOHN0ONs* 

LxrriH 173. FROM MR. BOSWELL. 

M Edinburgh^ Dec. 2. 177Se 

» . . • You shall have what infonnatiot! I can 
procuK as to the order of the clans. A gentleman of 
the name of Grant tells me that there is no settled order 
among tl^m; and he says that the Macdonalds were 
not placed upon the right of the army at Culloden ; 
the Stuarts were. 1 shaU^ however, examine witnesses 
of every name that 1 can find here. Dr. Webster shall 
be quickened uk>. 1 like your little memorandums; 
they are symptoms of your being io earnest with your 
book of northern travels. 

Your box shall be sent next week by sea. Von 
will find in it some pieces of the broom*bush whicli you 
saw growing on the old castle of Auchinleck. The 
wood has a curious appearance when sawn across. You 
may either have a little writing^stanclish made of it, or 
get it formed into boards for a treatise on witchcraft, 
by way of a suitable binding.’’ . • • 

breach of thia order at CuUoden as ons cause of the loss of 
the day. The Alacdonalds plac(*d on the left wing, refused to 
charge, and pusilively left the field unassaiied and unbroken. 
Lord George Murray in vain endeavoured to urge them on by 
saying, that their bchaWour would make the left the right, and 
that he himiivlf would take the name of Macdonald. On this 
subject there arc some ctuious notices, in a very intmsting 
journal written by one of the «mn men ot Moidart, as ^ey 
v.'erc called —MMonalds of the Clanronald sept, who were 
the first who declared for the prince at his laiub^ in their 
chief’s country. It is in the Lockhart jmpertt voh II. p. gia^ 
Waltkr Scott. 

( 1 ) The Rev. Dr. Alcsandtf Webster, one of the ndnlstera 
of Edinburgh, a man of distinguished abilities, who had pro* 
inisedjiitii infomiation coacenung the Hi^la^and islands 
of Set^nd. Se^onl^ Voi iV. p. 44. —C. 


not go. Quicken 
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Lct»» 174. FROM HR. BOSWELL. 

Edinburgh, Dee. lA. 1773. 

.... yoa promiied me an inscription fur 
t print to be taken from an historical picture of Mary 
Queen of Scots being forced to resign her crown, which 
Mr. Hamilton at Rome has painted for me. The two 
following hare been sent to me:— 

“ * Mona Scatontnt mekm teculo digna, jus rcgUtm 

eiubui xditiom innla rcfignat' 

** * CiDet seditiasi Marian Scotorun Ae^'iunnt tese munert oImU- 
eare inviiam coguiU.' 

Be SO good as to read the passage in Robertson, 
and see if yon cannot gi^e me a lietter inscription. I 
must hare it both in Latin and English; so if you 
should not give me another Latin one, you will at least 
choose the best of these two, and send a translation of 
it." 

His humane forgi\ing disposition was put to a 
pretty strong test on bis return to London by a 
liberty which Mr. Thomas Davies had taken with 
him in his absence, which was, to publish two volumes 
entitled ** Miscellaneous and Fugitive Pieces,” which 
he advertised in the newspapers, “ By the Author of 
the Rambler.” In this collection, several of Dr. 
Johnson's acknowledged writings, several of his 
anonymous performances, and some which he had 
written for others, were inserted; but there were also 
some in which he had no concern whatever. He was 
at first very angry, as he had good reason to be. Bu^ 
upon consideration of his poorfriend’snarroweircuia 
stances, and that he had only a little 
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and iiicunt no harm, he soon relented, and continued 
his kindness to him as foritierly. (') 

In the course of liis bcH-cxamination with retro¬ 
spect to this year, h(; secius to have been much de- 
jcf.ted ; for he says, 1st January, 1774* “ This year 
has pjisM'd with so little improvement, that 1 doubt 
uli('th< r I have nut rather impaired than increased 
my learninj;.” And yet we have seen how he read, 
and ue know how he Udhed during that period. 

l.KtTKu. 175. TO MRS. MO.NTACU. 

“Jan. n. 1774. 

jMad\m,— Having committed one fault by inad* 
vertfiicy, I will not commit another by sullenncas, 
^^‘h>■n I had the honour of vour rard. I could not com. 
ply with your invitation, ami must now suifer the shame ‘ 
of contbsinj; that the necessity of an answer did not 
come into my mind. 

This omission, Madam, you may easily excuse, as 
the consciousness of your own dmracter must secure you 
from sUH] meeting that the favour of your notice can evci 
miss a suitable return, but from ignorance or thought¬ 
lessness ; and to Ix^ ignorant of your eminence is not 
vusy, but to faiiii who lives out of the reach of the 
public voice. —I am. Madam, your most obedient and 
most humble servant, Sam. Johnson/* 

( 1 ) ** When Davies printed the PugitiTC Pieces without bis 
knowledge or cunsetit; * How,* said I, ^would Po{k* have raved, 
had he been served so?’ ^ We should never/ replkHi Johnson, 

* have heard the last on *t, to he sitre; but then Pope w as a narrow 
tiiitu. I win, however/ added be, * storm and hluster a 

little this time;'— m went to London m alt the wrath he 
could tn lister up« At his return, 1 asked how the ai&if ctided: 

^ Why/ said he, * 1 was a fierce fellow, aod pretended to be 
very angry, and Thomas was a good-natured fellow, and pre« 
t4>nded to tie very sorry; so fhfrr the matter ended. I believe 
the dt^ loves me dearly. Mr. Thralc (turning round Ui niy 
husband), what shall vou aiul 1 do that is good for Tom 
?)aviei? Wo wiU do something for him to be sure/*'— PiossK 

VOL. v« n 
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CHAPTER VI. 

1774. 

Lettfrt to BofweU, — Rdigioua Fcsfii'nln an<1 Pil¬ 
grimages.—^ Dtitth of (loldmnith. — OrvKk Fpilajdi, 
—* Diary of a Tour into Wales. — Chntsvorth. — 
Dovedale.. — Kcdleston. — Derby. — Comhermerc. — 
Hawkestone. — Chester. — St. Asaph. — Dnthigh .— 
, Holywell. — Rhvdlan Castle.Paimaen-Muu'r.— 
Bangor. — Caernarvon. — lioiiriHe. — Vnnway 
Castle. — Ombcr^ey. — llagley. — The I.easmrrs. — 
Blenheim. — Beaconsjkld. 


He was now seriously engaged in writing an ac¬ 
count of our travels in the Hebridc.s in con.scfjuencf* 
of which I had the pleasure of a more frcfjuont 
correspondence with biui. 

Lmia 17C. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

* “Jan. 29. 1774. 

Dear Sir,—M y operations have been bindwii 
by a cough ; at least I flatter myself, that if my cough 
had not come, 1 should have been further advanced. 
But I have had no intelligence from Dr. Webster, nor 
from the excisc-ofllce, nor from you. No account of^ 
the little borough. ( ) Nothing of the Erse language. 

( 1 ) The ancjpiM burgh of Fro^ick, in AynUrR 
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I have yet heard nothing of tny box. You must male 
haste and gather me all you can; and do it quickly^ or 
1 will anil shall do without it. 

Make my compliments to Mrs, Roswell^ and tell 
]\CT 1 do nut love her die less for Mnslnng me away. 

I ga^'c luT trouble enough^ and shall be clad» in recom- 
pouse. to give her any pleasure, 

1 u'oiild send some ]K>rter into the Hebrides^ if I 
knew which way it could be got to my kind friends 
tiune, Jiuiuire, and let me know, 

.Make my compliments to all the doctors of Edin¬ 
burgh^ and to all my friends^ from one end of Scotland 
to the other. 

W rite to me, and send me what intelligence you 
vun ; and if any thing is too bulky for the post^ let me 
have it by the carrier. 1 do imt like trusting winds 
and waves.-~l am, dear Sir. your movt. &c. 

“ S.IM. JoHNSOX/* 

LrrrrK 177. TO JAMKS IIOSWKIJ., ESQ. 

Lonclnn, Feb. 7* 1774- 

•* Of:.Mt Sir, — In a day or two after I had written 
Jie last discoutouted letU'r. 1 received my box, whieli 
•vaj- very weleomc. Hut still 1 must entreat you to 
na^^ten Dr. WoUster, and continue to pick up what you 
ean that may Iw useful. 

Mr. Oglcthoriic was with me this morning; you 
htiow his errand. He was upt unwelcome. 

** 'iVU Mrs. Hoswell that ray good intentions towards 
her still continue, 1 should be glad to do any tiling 
tjiat Mouhl cither benefit or please her. 

“ (;hamlxTs is not yet gone; but so hurried, or ao 
negligent, or so proud, that 1 rarely see him. I !iavc 
indeed, for some weeks past, been very ill of a cold anil 
cough, and have been at Mrs. Thralc’s, that 1 might be 
taken care of, I am much better; nova redeuut in 
yralia vires; but / am yet tender/ and easily di^« 

M 2 
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ordered. How lia{'py it was tliat tieithur of us were ill 
in the Hebridt’s. 

The question of literary ])roperty(') is this day be¬ 
fore the Lords. Murphy drew up the appellants' case, 
that is, the plea against the perjrctual right. I have not 
seen it, nor heanl the decision. 1 would not have the 
right perpetual. 

I will write to you as any thing occurs, and do 
you sentl me something aiwut my Scottish frientls. I 
have very great kindness for them, l^et mo know like¬ 
wise how fees come in, and when we are to see you.— 
{ am, Sir, yours affectionately, 

“ Sam. JyuNsoN.” 


He at this time wrote the following h-tt(-rs to 
Mr. Steevens, his able associuto in editing Slink- 
spcarc:— 


LcTTEk 178. TO GF.OUOn STKIiVENS, ESO. 

Hu/ii/nti -uL 

“Feb. 7. 177*1. 


” Sir,— If I am asked when I have seen Mr. Stee- 
vens, you know what answer 1 must give ; if I am 
asked when 1 sliall see liiin, I wish you could tell me 
what to say. If you have ‘ Lesley’s History of Scot¬ 
land,' or any other hook about Scotland, except Hoetius 
and Buchanan, it will be a kindnefis if you send them 
to. Sir, your humble servihit, 

**Sam. JonNsoN." 


O) Thf quesiion was not dcciAetl till Feb. 22. —“In con¬ 
sequence of Ihis de(Ti<don, the English bonkscllcrs have now 
no other security for any liUTarypnrcluiscthcy maymnkc, nut ilie. 
statute of the ath of Queen A nn«, which serures to the imthor's 
aasiens an ekcliuive property for f«>iirt(‘cn yrars, tf> revei i agnin 
to tntraullior, and vest in him for fourteen years mure.” Ann. 
Reg. 1774. —C. . 
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Li.iTCiil79. TO GEORGE STEEVEUS, ESQ. 

« Feb. 1>). 3 774 

— We are tliinking to augment our club, and 
I atn desirous of noirunating you, if you care to staiul 
ih' ballou and can attend on Friday nights at least twice 
jf< tive wit'ks: less than this is too little, and rather 
niOK‘ will he exjR'Cted. Ro pleased to let me know 
before Fiiilay.— 1 am, Sir, your most, ike. 

Sam. Johnson/’ 


IattfsIPO. to GEOKGE STEEVENS, ESQ. 

« March 5. 1774. 

‘‘Sin,—last night you la^came a rnember of the 
dob ; if you call on menu Friday, J will introtluce you. 
A gentleman, proposed after you, was rcjocted, 1 thank 
you for Neatnkr(*), hut wish ho were not so fine. 
1 will take care of hitu.^l am, Sir, your humble 
servant, 

8am. Johnson/' 

Ltnn4l8l. TO J.\MKS HOSWELL, ESQ. 

March 5. 1774. 

Dioar Sih, — Dr. M'dr^ters infonnations were 
much less exact, ami much !i^>i tletenninate than 1 ox- 
l>ected : they are, indeetl, much less ]>osiUvc than, if he 
^an trust his own book (*) which he laid before me, he 
ts able to give. But 1 iKiieto it will always bo found 

( 1 > See the Catalogue of Mr. StecYons*a Lihrarr, No. 265. * 
^‘^Xeaiulrf (.'Mich.) Opus atircum, Gr. ot Lat. *2 turn. 4tu. 
coiVi litrariK/tifiM tkanrahs. Li)mrr* 1577#'* This was duubtlc«>s 
the book lent by Sleeveii^ to Johnson. — Malort. 

(2) A manuscript account drawn by Dr. lobster of ail (he 
parishes in Scotland, ascertaining their length, breadth, luitiiher 
rf inhabitants, and distinguishing Frotosrants and Roman Ca¬ 
tholics. This liook had U'vn tranMmttc<i to guvcrnmcnL and 
Johnson saw a eop^ of it in Dr. Webster's possession. 

n3 
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that he who calU much for information will advance his 
work but slowly. 

“ I am, however, obliged to you, dear Sir, for your 
endeavours to help me; and hope, that between us 
something will some time be done, if not on this on 
some occasion. 

“ Chambers is either married, or almost married, to 
Miss Wilton (^), a girl of sixteen, exquisitely beautiful, 
whom he has, tvith bis lawyer's tongue, persuaded to 
take her chance with him in the Kast 

H'e have added to the club^ Charles Fox (^) Sir 
Charles Bunbury, Dr. Fordyce, and Mr. Steevpns. ('^) 

*' Return my thanks to l)r. ^Vebster. Tell Pr. 
Robertson I have not much to reply to bis censure of 
my negligence: and tell Pr. Blair, that since he has 
written liither ('*) what I said to him, we must now 
consider ourselves as even, forgive one another, and 
begin again. 1 care not how soon; for he it a very 
pleasing man. Pay my compliments to all my friends, 
and remind Lord Klibank of his promise to give me all 
his works. 

''I hope Mrs. Boswell and little Miss are well.-~- 
VFben shall 1 see them again ? She is a sweet lady; 
only she was so glad to see me go, that I have almost a 
mind to come again, that she may again have the same 
pleasure. 

(1) Daughter of Joseph Wilton, R. A., the sculptor. >-C. 

(S) Mr. Fox was brought in by Mr. Burke, and this meeting 
at the Club was the only link of acquaintance between Mr. Fox 
and Johnson. — Macsintosu. 

(S) It is odd that he docs not mention Mr. Gibbon, whose 
admission seems, by Mr. Hatchett's bst (see anii, Vol. 11. 
p. S26. ], to have been contemporary with Steevens**. — C. 

(4) This applies to one of Johnson’s rude speeches, the mere 
repetition of which by Dr. Blajr, Johnson, with more ingenuity 
than justice, chose lo consider as equi^ent to the original 
oflbnccj but it turned out that Blair bq;! jm told the •tory.>~C. 



£tAT. C5. CORRESPONDENCE. ’ 183 

Inquire if it be practicable to send a imall present 
of a cask of porter to Dunv^an, Rasay, and Col. J 
would not wish to be then^^ht forgetful of civilities.—I 
am. Sir, your humble servant, '' Sam. Johnson." 

On the 5th of March 1 wrote to him, requesting 
his counsel whether I should this spring come to 
London. 1 stated to him on the one hand some pe¬ 
cuniary embarra-ssments, which, together with nty 
ulie’s situation at that time, made me hesitate; and 
uu the other, the pleasure and improvement which 
luy annual visit to the metropolis always alforded 
mo; and particularly montionedapeculiarsatisfaction 
which I experienced in celebrating the fc.stival of 
Easter in Paul’s cathedral; that, to my fancy, it 
appeared like going up to Jerusalem at the feast of 
the Passover; and that the strong devotion which 1 
felt on that occasion diffused its influence on niv 
mind through the ivsf of the year. 


LvrrsB IR3. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

* 

Kot dated, but written about the 15th of March. 

‘^Drar Sir, —1 am ashamed to think that since I 
received your letter 1 have passed so many days without 
answering it. 

“ 1 think there is no great difficulty in resolving your 
doubts. The reasons for which’yon are indined to visit 
London are, 1 think, not of sufficient strength to answer 
the objections. That you should delight to come once 
a year to the fountain of intelligence and pleasure is very 
natural; but both information ^and pleasure must be 
regulated by propriety. Pleasure, which cannot be ob- 
Mined but by unsea^onabie or unsuitable expense^ must 

V 4 
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always end in pin ; and pleasure, which must be enjoy¬ 
ed at the expnse of another’s pain, can never be such 
as a worthy mind can fully delij^ht in. 

“ What improvement you might gain by coming to 
London, you may easily supply or easily coinpensate, by 
enjoining yourself some particular study at home, or 
opening some new- avenue to information. Edinburgh 
is not yet exhausted ; and I am sure you will hnd no 
pleasure here which can deserve either that you should 
anticipate any part of your future fortune, or tliai you 
should condemn yourself and your lady to penurious 
frugality for the rest of the year. 

** I need not tell you wliat regard you owe to Mrs. 
Boswell's entreaties ; or how much you ought to study 
the happiness of her who studies yours with so mucli 
diligence, and of whose kindness you enjoy sucji good 
t'ffects. Life cannot subsist in society but by recijtrocal 
concessions. She permitted you to ramble last year, you 
must prmit her now to keep you at home. 

“ Your last reason is so serious, that I am unwilling 
to oppose it. Yet you must reinciiiber, tliat your image 
of worshipping once a year in a certain place, in imita¬ 
tion of the Jews, is but a comparison ; and trimife non 
esi idem ; if the annual resort to Jerusalem was a duty 
to the Jews, it was a duty because it was commanded ; 
and yon have no such -command, therefore no such duty. 
It may be dangerous to receive too readily, and indulge 
too fondly, opinions, from which, prhap, no pious mind 
is wholly ^sengaged, of local sanctity and local devotion. 
You know what strange efiects(‘) they have produced 
over a great prt of me Christian world. 1 am now 
writing, and you, when you read this, are reading under 
the Eye of Omnipresence. 

** Tx> what degree fancy u to be admitted into rdigious > 
ometk, it would require much deliberation to deteruine. 

(1) AUudii^ probably to the (rusadsa 
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1 am far from intending totally to exclude it. Fancy 
is a faculty ln'stowed by our Creator^ and it is reasonable 
that all his ^jftc should he used to his glory, that all our 
faculties sliould co>uperate in his worship ; but they aie 
to co-ojeralo according to the will of him that gave them, 
according to the order which Ilia wisdom has established. 
As ceremonies ]>rudential or convenient are less obligatory 
than positive ordinances, as bodily worship is only the 
token Ui others or ourselves of mental adoration, so fancy 
is always to act in suboidiiiation to rcastm. Wc may 
take fancy for a companion, hut must follow reason as 
our guide. >Ve may allow fancy b) suggest certain ideas 
ill c(>rtiiii places; hut r<a<>(m must always be heard, 
when siie tells us, that thosi‘ ideas and th' m; places have 
no iiatuial or necessary relation. M'hen wc eub-r a 
church we habitually lecall to mind tbe duty of ador- 
ation, but we must nut omit adoration for want of a 
temple: because we kntiw, and ought to remember, that 
the Universal Loid is every wheie present; and that, 
therefore, to come to Iona, or to Jerusalem, tliougU it 
may lu- useful, cannot lie necessary. 

“ Thu.s 1 have answered your letter, and have not 
nnswered it negligently. 1 love you too well to be care, 
less w'tien \oii are serious. 

! tiiink 1 sliatl be very diligent next week about our 
travels, which i have too long neglected.— 1 am, dear 
Sjr, your most, &c., " Sau. Johnson. 

“ Compliments to madam and miac.’' 

LKTraslSa. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

“ May 10. 1774. 

"DkarSih, —The lady who delivers this hasalaw- 
isuit, in which she desires to make use of your skill aud 
eloquence, aud she seems to think that shall have 
■oraething more of both for a recommendation from ine; 
which, tliough 1 know how little you want any external 
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incitement to your duty, 1 could not reiiise her, because 
1 know that at least it will not hurt her, to tell you 
Uiat 1 wish her welL~-l am. Sir, your most humble 
servant. San. Johnson." 

Lni»184. FROM MR. BOSWELL. 

M Edinburgh, May 12. 1774. 

Lord Hailes has b^ed of me to offer you his best 
respects, and to transmit to you specimens of * Annals 
of Scotland, from the Accession Malcolm Kenmore 
to the death of James V.,’ in drawing up which his 
lordship has been engaged for some time. His lordship 
writes to me thusIf I could procure Dr. Johnson's 
criticisms, they would be of git'at use to me in the pro¬ 
secution of my work, as they would be judicious and 
true. 1 have no right to ask that favour of him. If 
you could, it would highly oblige me.’ 

“ Dr. Blair requests you may be aasured that he did 
not write to London what you said to him, and that 
neither by word nor letter has he made the least com. 
plaint of you; but on the contrary has a high respect 
for you, and loves you much more since he saw you in 
Scotland. It would both divert and please you to see 
his eagerness about this matter." 

Lirtca 185. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

“ Streatham, June IS. 1774. 

" Dear Sir, —Yesterday I put the first sheets of the 
‘ Journey to the He^cks' to the press. I have en¬ 
deavour^ to do you some justice in the first paragraph. 
It will be one volume in octavo, not thick. 

It will be proper to make some presents in Scotland.' 
You dull tell me to whom 1 shall give } and 1 have 
stipulated twenty-five for you to give in your own name. 
Some will take tid present better i(rom me, others better 
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from you. In this, you who are to live in the place 
ought to direct. Consider it. Whatever yon can get 
for my purjtose send me; and make my compliments 
to your lady and both the young ones.— I am. Sir, 
your, &c. Sau. Johnson.” 


LsrritR ISti. FROM MR. ROSWELL. 

"Edinburgh, June 24. 1774. 

" You do not acknowledge the receipt of the various 
f*ackiets which ) have sent to you. Neither can I pre¬ 
vail with you to annwer my letters, though you honour 
me with returns. You have said nothing to me about 
poor (iohlsmith ('), nothing about Langton. 

“ I have received for you, from the Society for Pro¬ 
pagating i;hrUtLan Knowledge in Scotland, Ae follow¬ 
ing Erse Ijooks:—‘The New Testament,’ ‘Baxter’s 
Call,* ‘ I'he Confession of Faith of the Assembly of 
Divines at Westminster,’ 'The Mother’s Catechism,’ 

' A Gaelic and English Vocabulary.’ ” (-) 

Lnuft 1H7. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

« July 4. 1774. 

‘'Dear Sir, — I wish you could have looked over 
my book before the printer, but it could not easily be. 
I suspect some mistakes ; but as I deal, perhaps, more 
in notions than in facts, the matter is not great; and the 
second edition will be mended, if any such there be. 
The press will go on slowly for a time, because 1 am 
going into Wales to-morrow. 

“ I should be very sorry if I appeared to teat 
such a character aa Lord Hailes otherwise than with 

( 1 ) Dr. Goldsmith died Aprils, this year. 

( 2 ) These boi^ Dr. Johnson presented to the Bodlekut 
Library. 
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high respect I return the B]iects('), to which I 
have done what mischief 1 could ; and finding it so 
little, thought not much of sending them. The nanative 
is clear, lively, and shdH. 

I have done worse to Lord Hailes than by ncglcct> 
ing Ills sheets: 1 have run him in debt. Dr. Horne, 
the president of Magdalen College in Oxford, wrote to 
me about three months ago, that he purposed to reprint 
M'alton’s Lives, and desired me to contribute to the 
work: my answer was, tliat Lord Hailes intcniied the 
the same publication ; and Dr. Home has resigned it to 
him. His lordship must now'think seriously about it. 

Of poor dear Dr. Goldsmith there is little to Ik 
told, more than the pai>cr8 have made public. He died 
of a fever, 1 am afraid, more violent by uneasiness of 
mind. His debts b<-gan to be heavy, and all his rc> 
smirces were exhausted. Sir Joshua is of opinion that 
he owed not less than two thousand pounds. Was ever 
poet so trusted before ? 

You may, if you please, put tire inscription thus : — 

** * Maria Sivtorum Utkina nata 15 —, a auix in 
fixiliiim acta 15—, ab koup'Ua neci data 15—.' You 
must find the years. 

“ Of your second daughter you certainly gave the 
account yourself, though you-have forgotten it. While 
MrB.Boswell is well, never doubt of a boy. Mrs.Thrale 
brought, I think, five girls running, but while 1 was 
with you she had a boy. 

I am obliged to you for all your pamphlets, and of 
the hut 1 hope to make some use. 1 made some of tl)e 
former.—X am, dear Sir, your most afiectionate servant, 

“ Sam. JoiiNSUN. 

** My compliments to all the three ladies.” 


(1) On dM cover encionng them Dr. Johnson wrote, **ir 
my hM given any reaaoii fur supposing that I have not a 
vrry deep tense'of the honour done me by awing my judgment, 
1 am vary mmy" \ 
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LsTrsu TO UENNET LANGTON, ESQ. 

Langton* 

« July 5. 1774. 

IhKAH Siii^—You have reason to reproach me Aat 
) !)a>o kft your last letter so long unanswered^ but I had 
nothing particular to fay. Chambers, you 6nd, is gone 
far, and ])Oor Golckiaitli is gone much fhrther. He died 
of a fc v(*r, exasperated, as I believe, by the fear oi* 
diftress. He had raised money and squandered it« by 
every artifice of acquisition and folly of expense. But 
lot not his frailties be remembered; he was a very great 
man. 

I have just begun to print my Journey to the 
Hebrides, and am leaving Uie press ti» take another 
journey into whither Mr. Thrale is going, to 

take po-*scssion of, at least, five hundred a year, bllen 
to his lady. Ail at Streatham, that arc alive, are well. 

I have never recovered from the Itst dreadful 
illness (^), but flatter myself t])at 1 grow gradually 
better; much, however, yet remains to mend. Kvpif 

If you have the Latin version of ^ Busy, curious, 
thirsty fly,* be so kind as to transcrilie and send it; but 
you need not be in haste, for 1 shall be I know not 
where, for at least five weeks. I wrote the following 
totrastick on poor Goldsmith 

** Toy rifpoy Mopaac top *OXiCapoM>* 

fii} acpvj}v, Seivf, woStam irarn^ 

*0!ei gigfiXc ftirpmy iroX/ttAv, 

KXaure wott^riiv, leropicov, ^veteov. 

(l) Although his Letters and his Prayers and Mediiations 
espeak of his illness as merely ** a cold and cough,** it would 
seem hy this use of the word **dreodfuIf** that it &d, at some 
time, taken a more seriotts character. We have no trace of any 
illncaa since that of 1766, which could be catted dreue^uL 

(9) Lord hope mercyp^pon tu.** Litany. ^ C. 
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** Please to make my most respectful compliments tu 
■11 the ladies^ and remember me to young Oeorge and 
hia sisters. 1 reckon George begins to show a pair of 
heels. Do not be sullen now^ but let me find a letter 
when I come back.—1 am, dear Sir, your afTectionate, 
humble servant, “ Sam. Johnson." 


LtTTBalS9. TO MR. ROBERT LEVETT. 

“ Llcvcncy, in Dciibigli^hirc, .Vug. 10. 1774. 

“ Dear Sir,—M r. Thrale’s affairs have kept him 
here a great vrhile, nor do I know exactly when we shall 
come hence. 1 have sent you a bill ujion Mr. Strahaii. 
— I have made nothing of the ipecacuanha, but have 
takcn-abundancc of pills, and hope that they have done 
me good. 

** Wales, 80 far as I have yet seen of it, is a very 
beautiful and rich country, all enclosed and jdanted. 
Denbigh is not a mean town. Make my compliments 
to all my friends, and tell Frank ] hope he rcmemliers 
my advice. When his money is out let him have more. 
1 am, Sir, your humble servant, 

" Sam. Juh.sson." 


LrTTEH 190. FROM MR. BOSWELL. 

“ Edinburgh, Aug. SO. 1774. 

You have given me an inscription for a portrait of 
Mary Queen of Scots, in which you, in a sliort and 
striking manner, point out her hard fate. But you will 
be pleased to keep in mind, that my picture is a re¬ 
presentation of' a pajticuiar scene in her history ; litr 
being forced to rcugn her crown, while she was im¬ 
prisoned in the castle of Lochlcvin. 1 roust, therefore * 
beg that you will be kind enough to give me au mitcri|i- 
tioo suit^ to that particular scene; or determine whicli 
of the two formerly transmitted bxyou is the best; and 
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at any rate, favour me with an English translation. 
It will be doubly kind if you comply with my request 
speedily. 

“ Your critical notes on the specimen of Lord Uailes's 
* Annals of Scotland’ arc excellent I agreed with you 
on every one of them. He himself objected only to the 
alteration of free to hrave, in the passage where he says 
that Edwarrl * ileparted witli the glory due to the 
conqueror of a free people.’ He says, to call the Scots 
bra\u would only add to the glory of their conqueror. 
Y’ou will make allowance for the national zeal of our 
annalist. I now send a few more leaves of the Annals, 
which 1 hope you will peruse, and return with observ¬ 
ations, as you did ui>on the former occasion. Lord 
Haih'S writes to mo thus: ' Mr. Boswell will be |>leascHl 
to cxjircss the grateful sense which Sir David Dalrymple 
has of T)r. Johnson's aiteiition to his litde specimen. 
The further s|>ecinK*ii will show that 

* Even in an Edward he can see dasert. ’ 

(t gives me much plea-sure to hear that a republic¬ 
ation of fsa.ac YValtoii'K Lives is intended. You have 
been in a ini.^take in thinking that Lord Hailes had it 
in view. 1 reinembcr one morning, while he sat with 
you in my house, he said, that tliere should be a new 
edition of Walton's Lives; and you said that ‘ they 
should be benoted a little.' This was all that passed on 
tiiat subject. You must, therefore, infoisn Dr. Home, 
tliat he may resume his plan. 4 enclose a note concern¬ 
ing it; and if Dr. Home will write to me, all the 
attention that 1 can give shall be cheerfully bestowed 
upon what I think a pious work, the preservaliou and 
elucidation of Walton, by whose writings I have btx>n 
*ino8t pleasingly pdified/’ 


ft 
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Lsnxit 191. FROM MR. BOSWELL. 

•( Edmburghi Sept. 16. 1774. 

** Wales has probabljr tletained you longer titan 1 sup¬ 
posed. You will have become quite a mountaineer, by 
?isiting Scotland one year and Vl'ales anntlier. You 
must next go to Switzerland. Cambria will complain, 
if you do not honour her also with some remarlca. And 
I find conceatere columna, the booksellerK expect another 
book. 1 am impatient to see your ‘ 'i'uur to Scotland 
and the Hebrides.' Might you not send me a copy by . 
the post as soon as it ia printed off.^ '* 

Lcrrta 19S. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

“ Ixmtlon, Oct. 1. 1774. 

“ Pear Sib, —Yesterday I returned from my M'^elsh 
journey. I was sorry to leave iny book suspended so 
long ; but having an opportunity of seeing, witli so much 
convenience, a flew part of the island, 1 could not reject 
it. 1 have been in five of the si.v counties of North 
^Yales; and have seen St. Asaph and Bangor, the two 
teats pf their bishops ; have been upon Penmanmaur and 
Snowdon, and passe<l over into Aiiglesea. But Wales 
it so little different from England, that it ofiers nothing 
to die speculation of the traveller. 

** When I came home, I found several of your papers, 
widi some pages of Lord Hailes’s Annals, which 1 will 
consider. 1 am in baste to pve yon some account of 
myself, lest you should suspect roe of n^ligencc in the 
pressing business which I find recommended to ifiy care, 
and which 1 knew nothing of till now, when all care is 
rain. (') 

" In the distribution of my books I purpoae to follow, 
yow aAviee, adding such as shall occur to me. I am 

( 1)1 had writttn to^fahn, to request hiK interposition in be> 
haa of • conrletp who 1 thought was v^ry ufyust^ condemned. 
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not pleasnl with your notes of remembrsnee sd^ to 
your names, for I hope 1 shall not easily forget ^bem. 

“ ] have received four Erse books, without any diree* 
tion. and buspect that they are intended for the Oxford 
libiary. if tliat is the intention, 1 think it will be 
proper to add the metrical psalms, and whatever elae is 
printed in Erse, that the present may b^ eoa^lete. The 
donoi’b name abould be told. 

“ I wibh you could have read the book befne it waa 
printed, but our distanec does not easily permit it. 1 
am sorry Lord Hailes does not mtrad to publish Walton; 

I am afiwd it will not be done so well, if it be done at 
ait I purpose now to dnve the book forward. Make 
my conijihments to Mrs. Boswell, and let me hear (rften 
from you, 1 am, &c. 

“ Sam. JoBMMHf/** 

This tour to Wales, which was made in ooiA{Mtu)jr 
with Mr. Mrs. [and Miss} Ihnde, though it no 
doubt contributed to his health and amusement, did 
not i>ivr ou oeca-^ion to such a discursive exercise of 
his mind as our tout to the Hebrides. 1 do not find 
that he kept any journal or notes of what he saw 
there. All that I beard him say of it was, tiiat 
** instead of bleak and barren mountains, there were 
green and fertile ones; and that one of the castles 
in Wales would contmn all the castles that he had 
seen in Scotland.” 


*•* [O'. Jobiuon’s Dany of bn Welsh Four Jtm prewfved 
bj Barber, end wa* first puluuhed by Mr. Dupoe in 1816 . It 
at now reprinted, with aonte of the nota of Mr. ^ppa. Mrt. 
Piom, and Mr. Croker ; but a cellMuo of the onfffnal M&, 
kuMlly entruMod to Mr. Murray by itt prasciit a w aweiot, the 
Hev. An bdvaeon Butler, of Starewiibary, hatsowwaaMny eSN* 

rectionv and bumc onui^ooi, m the tot. IBSSJ 

VOL I O 
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SWidayi My 5. — We left Stirethem 11 a. v« Price 
of ftnir horses tvo slitllin|{s e mile. — Barnet 1* 40^ t. u. ** 
On the rood 1 read TuUj'^ Epistles** At nif^t at Dunstable. 

ffidmudayf My 6. — To Lichfieid^ et^ty»three mileSr I'd 
the Swan. 

Thufdayf Mj 0 7« — To Mrs. Portet's ~ To tbe eathedral. 
To Mrs. Afton'a To Mr. GreeoS (i) Mr. Green's 
museum was mueb admtrcA and Mr NewtooN dims. 

Friday* My 8.To Mr. Newton's —To Mrs. Cobh’s 
— Dr. Darwin's (^) — I went again to Mrv Aston’s. Siie 
was sorry to part. 

Sahtrdcif^ My 9 — Breakfiuted at Mr. GarricL’s (^) — 
Vidted Miss Vyie — Miss Srward (♦) — Went to Dr. 1 aylor’s 
[at Ashboum} — T read a little on tlie road in Tully's Epistles 
and Martial — Mart. 8th» 44, hno pro /tmo. (^) 

fimuhyt My 10. — Mormng. at chui^ Company at 
dinner. 

Mondoy, July 11.-* At Ham—At Oakoser—1 was less 
pleased with Jiam than wb^ I saw it 6rsi, but my friends were 
mudi delighted. 

Taesday, July 12. — At Chatsworth — Tlie water wU* 
low (S) -* Tlic cascade, shut out fn m msny s|>outs — The foun* 
tains —ITie water tree—llie Mnooth floors in the highest 


(1) Mr Rtchard Own w«i tn apothecary, and related to Dr Johnwii. 
lie had a coniidrrahl cnlleftioii ot antiquiU^ natural cunoHPei, and in- 
fwnotif worhi of art * Dvrva 

(S) Dr. btiiBuii Darann at thu pne he hred at Dchfldd, where he 
had pracUaed aa a phyucun Itom the )ear 1750 Mue Seward lay*, that 
Jobaaon and Darwin had only ooe or two interMcwa Mutual and atronc 
duUks nibiitfEd between them Dr Dmwm dhsd April IS Ib04 in hit 
uty^aloth year ^1> 

C9) Paler t^amck, the Mer bnther of Parld 1 think he wai an 
attorney, but be seemed to lead an iDde|«zidsnt hlei and lalkod all about 
tshiQf ^ Piorai 

(4) Dr* Johnm would not luflbr ms to ipeak to Him SeWtrd —ho 
eail| vm tbe eocdneie lMSweeiidbcflB.**Caoaaa. 


Ihe iios ^ tfartaal, which he was xeadiod; the lift word uf 


^ DsAuat, attaato eptaodsssat tuitida 
«i^ BO donht, sdifHntsd lias. CV 

* m Tbsrw was s watanwort at Chatwmth with a eoMwaled ipruig, 

totieblDd^ ipoatad OBI itr^ bough efawilMW 
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room (1) — Atla9 fifteen hatid^ inch and half (^) — lUver run¬ 
ning through the park ~ The porticoes on the sides support two 
galleries fiir tlie first floor — My fticiids were not stru^ with 
die house ~ It fell below my ideas of the furniture ~ The 
staircase is in the coiner of the house — The hall In the comer 
tI«G grandest room, thouj^ onl> a room of passage—On the 
ground-floor, only the ehupel and breakfosUroom, and a small 
library; the rest, servants' rooms and offices— A bad inn* 
W^^lni8do^t My 13. — At Matlock. 

TA«rw/oe, JuUf 1<I. — At dinner at Oakover; too deaf to 
hear, or much 4*onve»se —Mis. Oell — The chapel at Oako^er 
—< The wood of the pewsgiussl) {Minted—1 could not read 
(he vpifaph — Would ii.*:irn the (»ld hands. 

Frifia^^ Jufff 15.—At ANhboum — Mrs. Dyott and her 
ilaught4*rs came in the tnorinng — Mr. Dyott dined with us 
— Msiu*d Mr. Flint. 

T« ltl«ur«* t9^f4um 

Saturdaft Jt/lv Ki* —At Duvt-dale, eitli Mr. Langley 
and Mr. Flint. It ts a place that deserves a >ihit; but did^not 
.Answer my cipectation. llie river is small, tlie rocks are grand* 
ileyntird'a Hell is a ca\c very high in the rock ; it goes back- 
word M'vei al yards {Hirhaps eight* 1 o the left is a small open¬ 
ing, (f'rough which 1 en*pt, and found another cavern, perhaps 
four yoids square; at the luck was a breach yet smaller, which 
1 could not easily have cnteu*d, and, wanting light, did not in¬ 
spect. I was in a cave yet higher, called ileynard's Kitchen, 
'niere is a rock oallcd the Church, in whicli 1 aaw no nw 
semblance that could justify the name. Dovedale is about two 
miles long. We walked towards the head of Use Dove, whieli 
ss said to rise about five miles above two cases called the Dog- 
^oles, at the foot of Dovedale. In one {dace, where the roeka 
approached, 1 propose to build an ardi fVoni rock to rock ow 
tlie stream, with a suiiuncr4iouse upon it. The walcw mur- 


(II Old oak floon poUihed by niMng Johnson, I luppcsa, wsodartd 
Ui«t tbry «bouUi talc cucb pouM with thv gorreU. ~ P. 

(8) Thsi woi a race.hortc, which wot very htndsone and very fsntle, 
and setroctad to much of Dr. Johiwon** sttenUoCL that bo softA ^ 
Uio Duke^ poMewlcQt, I like Atl^ best'*—D. 


(*l) " More bon away the first crown ^tbe Masco, &aaus Uia teeoad, 
and Mirylliis hu the tbM.*' HicvHush real aane was JdoMwr; see bio 
article an Jefdr. His best work was De re C» 

4) The Rev* Mr. Jdoifley was master of the irodMoaneohcol at Ast^ 
bouroe.—-C. ^ 
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mured plwandj among the Lionel* ~ I thouglit that the heat 
and eicrciae mended my hearing. I bore tiie of the 

watk> irhieh was very laborious* without inconvenience. ~ 
There were with us Gilpin (>) and Parker. (^) Having heard 
of thh place Itefore^ I formed some imperfect idea, to which 
it did not answer. Urown (^) aays he was disappointed, i 
certainly expected a larger river where I found only a dear quick 
l>rook. I believe 1 had imaged a valley enclosed by rookb, and 
terminated by a broad expanse of water. He that baa seen 
Dovedale hai no need to visit the Highlands.— In Ui6 aAcrnouii 
we visited old Mrs. Dde. 

July 174 —Sunday momiogt et cburdi —^ 
AfWrnoon at Mr. Dyott's. 

Monday^ Juily 18 . ^ Dined at Mr. GelVs. (*) 

TVewfag, JWy 1 9 -~Wc went to Kedlcston to see Lord 
Scardale*s new housci which is very costly, but ill contrived ~ 
The hall it very stately, lighted by tliriH.* skylq^U; it has two 
rows of marble pillars, dug, us 1 hi*ar, from l^anglcy, in a quarry 
of Northsni)>tonshirc t the pillars arc very large and massy, 
and take up too much room: they were better aw-ay. Uehinti 
the hall is a circular aaloon, useless, and tkerehm; ill contrived 
—The eorridora that Join the wings to the body are mere pas* 
ngca through aegments of circles—Tlie state bedchamber was 
very richly fumi^ed—The dining parlour was more splendid 
iriA gxltpli^te than any that 1 have seen—'Hiere were many 
pictures—The grandcor w'as all below—The bedchambers 
were small, low, dark, and titter for a priMon than a bouae of 
splendour—ITie kitchen has an 0 |H.*ning into the gallery, by 
whtoh its beat and ita fumes are dis|)eraed over Uie house— 
Tliere seemed in the whole more coat thaw Judgment— 
went then to the silk mill at Derby, where 1 remarked a par¬ 
ticular manner of propagmdog motiem from a borisontal to a 
vettieml wheel—We were de^red to leave the men only two 
shillings—Mr. Tlrale^ bill at Uie inn for dinner waa d^tecn 


(1) Mr.GWn was an accomphfhed youth, at UUtiiaw an under.fradoata 
at OilM. Hu fiither was an old nlvennu^ mar Uncolnl lui Hekii, 
— P. 

John Palter, oTBrownslKtee^ta Lancashire, C^—D. 

(Si Hra nessl **rathar thouaht** that thU was CuyukOUs AowsI, 
whaw cpinloo on a point of Isndjcspe. probably gallwad frjn Gilpin cr 
pMta, Jobasoa thought wo«th morang.^C;, 

Ul Mr. G«U, of Hocptoti Hall, tha fhthet of fir WilUaa Gatt, well knowa 
fir hU T^«gnipb| of Tkoy, 
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Aillinp and tcnpcmcc.»At night 1 went to Ltnglcj’t» 
Mr& Wood's Captain AsMe, Ao. 

WedfUBda^f Jufy k*ft Aa)ibaurD(i) and went to 

Buxton» 'J'Jicnce to Pool’s Uolo» which is narrow at first* bitt 
tliCQ risei into a high arch; hut is so obstructed with crags* 
tliat H is diflicult to walk in it—There are two ways to tl)e end* 
which is, they say, six hundred and iii\y yards from the mouth 
•^'lliuy take })afwengcra up tJic higher way* and bring them 
iMck the lower—The higiier way was so difficult and danger¬ 
ous* that, having tried it* 1 dcfsiwed— 1 found no level part.— 
At night we came to iMacclosAeld* a very large town ia Cheshire* 
little known—It has a silk mill: it has a handsome church* 
which* however, is but a chapel, for the town belongs Co some 
parisli of atioUier name fPrtwtbury]* as Stourbridge lately did 
to Old Swiiifurd—Macclesfield hi» a town-hall* and ia* I sup« 
pose, a corporate town. 

TYittrsday, JWy 21.—We came to Congletou, where theve 
is Ukewise a silk null—Tlivn to Middlcwie^ a mean old town* 
witliout any manufiicture, buu 1 tlank, a corporation—Thenee 
wu proceeded to Namplwich*an old town; from the inn, I saw 
scarcely any iiut bb^k tinder Itouaes—1 tasted the brine 
water* which contains much more salt than the sea water— 
By ^low evapoTidon, they make large crystals of aalt; by quidt 
bc^Hng, smab graiuilatiuns—It seemed to have no other pr^ 
paraison. At evcniug we csaoic to Combainere(^)* ao oaBed 
from a wide lake. 

Fridaiff Juiy 22.—We went upon the mere—I pulled a 
huliosb erf* id>out ten feet—1 aaw noeoBvenient bo^ upon the 
mere. 

jSbhcrdoy, /nig 2S.—We vistied Lord Kilmoi^U bouse (^) 
— It is large and convenient, with many roomi^ bone of whidt 
are magnificently spacious—The fiarahure waa not ^al^did — 
The bed-ourtainswere guarded (^)—Lord KUnMvey(^) showed 

(1) It would sesoL that Aron the 9th to the fiOth* the hsBd*quartsrs sf 
the psnj were at Asaboum, whence they had aude the sevenu esoui^ooe 
noted —C 

(S) At this Ume the seat of 9lr Lyndi Salusbury Cotton, Mw of 
Gombemere, hismndsoii* from which place he takes hU UUSk Itstands 
on Uie fiUs of an M abbey of Beaedletioo moeka The Ufca. or Mce* is 
* shout three quartets of a mile kmg* but of no gnat width.* D. 

Shavington Katl, In 8bTopibifa.«»lX 

<i) Probably gwardid from wear or aoctdsBt to Mag eevsrtdwtfhsstta* 
Jaferior t es tartaL*C. 

(5) IWaas Nsedhatt, el^tb Ylmoiat Kilaacey^^C 
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the place with too much exultation—He has no park^ and 
little water. 

Sunda^f We went to a chapeli built bj Sir Lynch 

Cotton for his tenants —It is eonaecrated^ and therefore, 1 
suppose^ endowed—It is neat and pliun—The communion 
plate is handsome—It has iron pales and gates of 
elegance, brought from Lleweney, ^ for Itobert lias laid ail 
open.** (^) 

July 25* —We saw Hawkestone, the seat of Sir 
Roa'laiul Hill, and were conducted by Miss Hill over a large 
tract of rocks and woods; a r^ion alxmndjng with strikuig 
scenes and terrific grandeur. We M*crc always on the brink 
of a precipice, or at the foot of lofty rock; hut the steeps 
were seldom naked: in many places <)f uncominon mag* 
tiitude shot up from the crannies of stone; and wfiere there were 
not tall treeii there wese underwoods and hushes. Itound the 
rocks is a narrow patch cut u|ion the stone, which is %ery fre* 
quently hewn intoste]>s) but art has proceeded no further than to 
make the succession of wonders snfcly accessible. The whole 
circuit Is somewhat laborious; it i^ tcmiinated by a grotto cut 
ill a rock to a great extent, with numy windingB, and supported 
by pillars, not hewn into regularity, but such as imitate tiie 
sports of nature, by asperities and ])rotu lie ranees. The place 
is without any dampness and would uflbrd an habitation not 
uneomibrtable, 'fherc were from space to spare seats in 
the rock. Though it wants water, it excels Dovedalo by 
the extent of its prospects the awfulncas of iu shades, the 
horrors of its precipices the verdure of its hollows, and tlio 
loftiness of iU rocks: the ideas which it forces upon the mind 
are the sublime, the dreadful, and the vast. Above is inac* 
cessible altitude, below is horrible profundity; hv* it excels 
the garden of Ham only in extent Ham has r, iem* 

pered with softness i the walker congratulates own arrival 
at the place, and is grieved to think that he must ever leave it As 
he looks up to the rocks, bis thoughts are elevated; as he turns 
his eyes on the valleys, be is composed and soothed. He that 
mounts the precipices at Hawkestone wonders bow be came 
tiiither, and doubts how be shall return. His walk is an ad» 
venture^ and his departttre an escape. He has not the Iran.* 

quillity» but the borror, of soUtude; a kind of turbulent, 

1 

(!) Itsbert WM the tfdeit son of ftr Lyoeb Sahubnfv Cotton, and Ifvsd 
at JhiMN ne y at tWi time, ^ —sto in Enatod wore, s hundred 

Mrs ago; enetasod with vaUi, fti e u a h srbich thsrt wsretOMially ** iron 
pdas and fates.** Mr. Cotton htd, ao doubt, Ukl all opsn ** by proitrat. 
kwOd vwi aadtho|iteaodfMii&elthulbseonsusita,-«C 
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plsA8;irt», Lotvecn fright and admiration. Tlam is ilie fit ai)od^ 
of pastoral virtu^t and iTiight properly dUFuae its shades ov«i 
nympJi^i and swaiivb Ilawkestuiie can have no fitter inhabit- 
ftnt<: than of mighty bone and bold emprise (<); men of 

la<r!vss c a>id bemir rioionce. I lawkeMone should be 

dts<*riSed I Y )fj)can«an<i Hum hy Pamel. — Alias Hill showed 
the ^ hnlk 4 i* \\\ 'i4e'N with great civility. The house 
was I'i'i;: iilo.'oi ^itli tlic tank of the owner. 

f /, f' .t\t left (’ombermere, where we hare 

'•0 n »\ ..*< * • dity —Sir L. is gross, the lady 

•'X ' utM* is s|>urjoiis, but not mag- 

. j. w ' * Mm-s with different materials; 

, 1 IN 1 .lUi.t i t . bri<*k, phistcred and painted 

* * kj k htc . Iiv \ h** liouKc that ever I saw 

r/iHT i.iiui-' The luci*., ' * is large, with a small 

. 1 •m • hicli there is a >oiiinKT-luiUM.% shaded with great 

* lOiM were hollow. uTid Ime seats in their trunks* — In 

* '• »n v*v tame to Wvst-('he»»ter: (my father went to 

> ’.,K,} \ the ^iimU-tiox). Wv walked round the 

. < . .eh ai; o>»npMe. and contain one mile three quarters, 

ii\ ^ ..vUidril if id one \nrds; within them are many 
g''rd^* > i K yn.e .eiy high, and two may walk very coro- 
irnwhon side hy side — t>n the inside is a rail —There are 
tiYk^vr M*n s^Kirt. .hH very frequent, and I think not 

ill •S'm \ i 

’if,/, — We staid at Chester and saw the 

.<* <1. V tr"h is noi of the first rankThe castle. In one 

id M ioo»n. JiK* are held,* and tbe refectory of tlie old 

,ihi; N ot which ] **t t< a jp^mmar.school— The master teemed 
gl id '«* V iiu — 1 he clai-ifcr is very solemn ; over it arc cham- 
Irem iij v;h* I. the singing men live- In one part of the s^eet 
was a sobtirraiiean arch, very htrongly built; in another, what 
they vailed, I b i\verl;^t1y, a Romim hypocau8t(^)—Chester 
has many cariosities. 

T%ur$(iajff July S8« — We entered Wales, dined at Mould, and 
caiDc to Lleweney. 

0) Paradise Lost, took xisr. fin 

(fi) lbs hypocauft Is of a triangular figure, supported by Uiirtr-twe 
pllura. Hers U alio an antechamber, eaaetly of ths extent wtm the 
•aypoeaust, wlib an opening in the rahklle Into It This tesuim ocarty two 
feet below the level of the ft»raer, and b of the nine rsetsngnlar figusi; 
>u that both together are an esaet square. Ihb was the room allotted ftnr 
.he xlavet who attended to beet the phios; the other was ths raMdaole of 
rt>e Aiei designed to beat the room stor^ the fnofasirrflin rawAi, or 
i^tMing where pan^ wera seated, rtthsr in nieli% or cw 

tkuochei, pUeed oas abere orasr, durtag tbs ttess of ttt opersaeiL..*p. 

o 4 
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Friday, Jtdy — We were «t Llewency^In the lawn si 
Llewenej is s spring of fine water, which rises shove the $ur* 
&ce into a stone bssin, from which it runs to waste, in a eon* 
Cinual stream, througii a pipe — There are wj lar|^ trees— 
The hall at Lleweiiei is forty feet long, and twenty-eight 
broad — The dining*parIoura thirty«4ia feet long, and twenty» 
sis broad — It ii parUy saslied, and partly has casements. 

Auuniay, J$Jy SO, —^We went to Ba^ j Grajg(’), where 
we found an old house, built 1567, in an uncommon and in* 
commodious form — My mictreas chattered about tiring^ 
hut 1 prevailed on her to go to the top — The floors have been 
stolen : the windows are stopped — Ilie house was less than I 
seemed to capect — The river Ciwyd is a brook with a bridge 
of one arch, about one third of a inile(^) — The woods have 
many trees, generally young; but some which seem to decay 

^ey have been lopped— The house never had a garden ~ 
'He addition of another story would make an useful bouse, but 
it cannot be great— Some buildings which Clough, the founder 
intended for werchouaes, would make itore-chsmbers and ser 
vanta* rooms — The ground seems to be good — 1 wish It 
welL 

Sunday, July 31. — We went to eburob at St. A»pb— The 
cathedial, though not large, has stmietbing of dignity and gran* 
de^r —11)0 croas aide is very short— It Im scarcely any 
monuments— The quire has, I Uunk, tbirty*two stalls of an* 
tique workmanship — On the backs wore Canonicus» Prebend, 
Cajtcellaruis, ThMurartui, Fnscentor — The constitution I 
do not know, but it has ail the usual titles and dignities—The 
aerviee was sung only in the Psalms and Hymns—The bishop 
^Dr. Shipley} was very civil —We went to his palace, wbi^ 
IS but mean—They have a library, and design a room—I1uwt 
lived Lloyd and Dowell. (*) 

Mmday, AuguH 1, — We vkiled Denbi^, and the retnaini 
of Ha ca^e— The town coniista of one main street, and some 

(1) Thu wss the mmiOA^icuse of the estate which hs4 IhUca to Mra 
Thrale, and «m the csose oT thU vUU to Wales. InersdlUe ss It fosy 
appear, it U oert^ that tUU lady isaperted fttm Italy a neidiew of Flossie, 
mi, nahlnf Mm asiuroe her mairtpn name of Samkary, haqaaafoed to 
thU flweigner (if she did not give ii In her UA-Usse) lUi snfimt psMma, 
oial Sitat^toibe esclu^Qo her own chUdreB.«t^ 

0Q That U, one third Of a »Ue dram the house;—O. 

(A Zioyd was mUed to the see cf dt Asaph le IM He was of the 
Sevan WAapa. Ha died Bibop of Wofcastar, AOg. dD. 1717. — IMwaU 
was i Bua of eatenalve IsaiMag, and aa iakteale of 1^^^ IX 
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(bftt cross it, which I have not seen —' The chief street SMendi 
with a quick rise for a great length : the houses are built some 
with rough stone, socne witli brick, and a few are of timber— 
The castle, with iu whole enclosure, has been a prodigious pile; 
it is now so ruined that tljc form of the inhabited part caooot 
(auily he traced^ There are^ as in all old buildings, said to be 
cxieiisive vauKtii, which the mans of the upper works corerand 
conceal, but into wbich bo 3 rs socoetiines find a way — To clear 
all i>aflsages, and trace the whole of what remains, would require 
much lalwur and expense —We saw a church, which waaonue 
the eliapci of the castle, but b used by the town; it ia dedi* 
caCed to Sl Hilary, and has an income of about ■! * 

At a small distance is the niiUof a church said to have been 
begun by the great Earl of lx!icester, and left unfinisised at bis 
death —One side* and 1 think the east end, are yet standing— 
There was a stone in the wall over the doorway, which, it was 
mid, would foil and crush the best scholar in tlic diocese — 
One Price would not ]ias8 under it. Thgy have taken it 
down — We then saw the cbapcl of IJeweney, founded by onk 
of the Salutburies: it is very complete: the monumentiil stones 
lie in the ground — A chinmey has been added to it, but it ia 
otherwise not much injured, and might be easily repaired* — 
We went to the parish church of Denbigh, whic^, bting near 
a mile from the town, is only used when the parisli officers are 
chosen — In the chapel, on Sundays the service Is read thrioe» 
the second lime only in English, the first and third in Wdsh — 
The bishop came to survey die castlt^ and visited likewise St* 
Hilary's diapel, which b that which th^ town uses — Hie hay* 
barn, built with brbk pillars <Vom space to space, and covered 
with a roof—A more el^^t and lofty hc^—The rivets 
here are mere torrents which are suddenly swelled by the rain 
to great breadth and great violence, but have very little om* 
stMt stream; such are the Clwyd and the Elwy— There are 
yet DO mountaitls — The ground b beautifully embelibbed srilh 
woods, and diversified by inequalities-In the parish eburdi 
of Dcmbigb is a bas*relief of Lloyd the antiquary, who was 
;)cfore Camden — He is kneeling at bU prayers* (i) 

lUesday, 2. —We rbde to a siimmer-lmuae of Mr* 
Cotton, wbidi baa a ve^ extensve prospect; it is meanly 
Jbuilt, and unskilfully disposed—We went Co Dyma^on 
church, where the old dark ackiiowle(%ed bb nustrem — It b 

il) Humphry 14wyA was a aative of Dentbh, practised there as s ^y 
sleua, sad also rcpietanted the town lar paHiamiBbk Uc died Xk 
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th« ptriih church of Bach j Graig; a m^n ftbric; Mn 
Salucbury iras buried in it: Bicb j Cr>^ig has fourteen seats 
in it. As we rode by» I looked at the house again We saw 
XJannerchi a bouse not mean, with a siuaU park very well 
watmd ~ There was an avenue of oaks, whi<^, in a foolish 
oompliance with the present mode^ has been cut down ~ A few 
are yet standing; the owner’s name is Davies-^ The way lay 
through pleaaant lanes, and overlooked a region beautifully 
diversified with tr ee s and gras^ At Dymcrchion church tliere 
is £nglisb service only once a month — this is about twenty 
miles from the Englisli border — The old clerk hud great ap¬ 
pearance of joy at the sight of his mistress, and fiiolifthly said, 
that he was now willing to die — He had only a crown given 
him by my mistress At Dymerchion church the tests on the 
walls are In Welsh. 

Wedf^fiday, S. —We went in the coach to Holywell— 

Talk with mistress alnmi flattery (t)_ Holywell is a market 
town, neither very small nor mean — The spring called Wini¬ 
fred's Well is very clear, and so copious, tliat it yields ope 
hundred tuns of water in a minute — It is all at once a very 
great stream, which, within perhaps thirty yards of its irrup¬ 
tion, turns a mill, and in a course of two miles; eighteen mills 
more —In dc'seent, it is very quick —It tlien fulls into the 
sea—The wel) is covered by a lofty circular arch, supported 
by piliors i and over this arch is an old chapel, now a m^ooI — 


77ie chancel is separated by a wall —llie bath is completely 
and indecently open — A woman bathed while we all looked 
on —In the church, which makes a good ^pearance, and is 
surrounded hy galleries to receive a numerous congregation, 
we were present while a cliild was christened in Welsh — We 
went down by the stream to eee a prospect, in which 1 had no 
part — We then saw a brass work, where tbe lapis ealaminaris 
IS gathered, broken, washed from the earth and the lead, though 
bow the lead was separated I did not see; then ealcined, 
afterwards groimd fine, and then mixed by fire with oopper — 
We saw several strong fires with melting pots, but the con¬ 
struction of the flreplMcs I did not learn — At a o^q’per-wurk, 
which reeeivea its piga of copper, I think, from Wtfrington, 
wa gaw a plate of copper put hot between steel reliefs; and 


'Rs saw that I flattered d>e pso^ to whoMhooiSiwa want t fwafl 
esdb. and «std IWM hblifled to be dvU fbr tm ^mosnlof hUnself sod 
wtk ife replied, asbody would tbsok sw foe eoapltiponts they did not 
mSeMsnd. At Oweyayaoi (kr Myddltton*!), bovtwr> As was flaumfl 4 
and waa happy ooMna” - P 
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spread tliin: I know not whether the upper roller was set to a 
eertain dUtancc» as 1 Buppose» or acted only by its wright 
At an iron-work I saw round bars formed by a notched ham¬ 
mer and anvil — 'Pberc 1 saw a bar of about half an indi 
or more square, cut with shears worked by water, and Uten 
beaten hut into a thinner bar — The hammers all worked, as 
they were, by water, acting upon small bodies, moved t'ery 
quiek, aa quick as by the hand^l then saw wire drawn, 
and gave aahiUing— I have enlarged my notions, though not 
lieing able to sec tile movumenu, and h#ring not time to peep 
closely, 1 know Ici^s than I might — I was less weary, and had 
better hrcalh, as 1 walked farther. 

Thursday^ Amj^ 4. — Rhudlan Chile is still a very noble 
ruin; all tlie walls still retnain, so that a cumpletc platform, 
and elevations not very imperfoct, may be taken It encloses 
a Hquaro of about tliirty yards~The middle space was always 
open —11 k* wall is, 1 bolicvo, about thirty feet high, very thick, 
dunked witli sis round towers, cocb sbout eighteen feet, or less, 
in diameter—Only one tower bad a chimney, so Uiat there 
was commodity of living—It was only a place of strength — 
The garrison hod, perha|M, tents tn the area* — Stapylton's 
house U pretty (I); there arc pk*asing shades about it, with a 
constant spring that supplies a cold bath—W c then went to 
see a coacade— I trudged unwillinglyi and was not sorry to find 
it dry—The water was, however, turned on, aitd produced a 
very >triking cataract—'11 icy are paid a hundred pounds a 
year fur penntssion to divert the stream to the mines—The 
river, for such it may lie termed, rises from a aingle sprin|^ 
which, like tliat of Winifred's, is covered with a building* — 
We called then at another house belonging to Mr. Lloyd, 
which made a handsome appearance^^This country seems full 
of very splendid bouses—Mrs. 'Phrale lost her purse—Sie ei* 
preased so much uneasiness, that I concluded the sum to be 
very great; but when I heard of only seven guineas, 1 was 
glad to find that she bad so much searibillty of money. —I 
could out drink this day either coffee or tea after dinuer^l 
know not when I mimed before. 

Ffiday% Amg. & —Last night deep was remarkaMy 
quiet—1 know not whether by fiitiguc in walking, or ftir- 
J^iance of tea. I ga^ [up} the ipecacuanha— Fta. ssMt, 
had foiled; so had tartar mtt* I dii^ at Mr. Myddletoo*a 

(1) Bodrydian (prenouaesd. wrltss Mn. Ptesl, RaWsMaa), fMierlr 
the rMidenee of file 8tS|wltoas, the parents of five cwheirttw s , of wtaow 
lira Cotton, tlUrwards Xadp BsluAuiy Cottsa, wsiooe.^D. 
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of Gwaynysog-^Tlie bouse wu a gentleman's house, below the 
second ntOi perhaps below the tbti^i built of stone roughly cut 
^Tbe rooms were low, and the passage aboTc stairs gloomy, but 
tbe fbmiture was good^lTie table was well suppliod, except 
that the fruit was had—It was truly the dinner of a country 
gentleman (1)—Two tables were 6lled with company, not in¬ 
elegant—After dinner, the talk was of preserving tbe Welsh 
language—I oA^^cd them a acheme—Poor Evan Evans waa 
mentioned as incorrigibiy addicted to strong drink—Worth* 
ington was eommendad—Myddleton is the only man who, in 
Wales, has talked to me of literature—I wish be were truly 
sealous— I recommended the repuhlicatiou of David ap Hhoes's 
Welsh Grammar—Two sheets of Hebrides came to me fur cor* 
reetjon to-day, P. G. ( 

Saturday^ Aug. 6* — Kad^apoit] I corrected 

tbe two sheets—My sleep last night was disturbed—Washing 
at Cheater and here, $€. Id. —I did not read—I law tMlay 
more of the outhouses at Llewency—It is, in tbe whole, s very 
spacious house. 

Sundagy Aug* 7.—I was at church at Bodfhri. There 
was a service used for a sick^woman, not canonically, but such 
os I have heard, I think, fcwmcrly at Lichfield, taken out* of 
the visitation. -Kofi* ^ifrpiwr.—The church is mean, but has 
a square tower tor the l)ellR, rather too stately tor tbe church. 

OfutrrvaiioHt, —Dixit injuttusy Ps« 86., has no relation to the 
English (^)—/Reserve us Lcrd{^)f has tlie name of Robert 


(1) Mrs Pioizi. in one of her letters to Mr. Depps on tbii pssiaae, ssyi. 
** Dr. Johnioa }ov«I s flnr rtlnner, tnit would eat »hspi more heartily of 
a evarse one.-bnjled wvf or veal |»e, Osh be lewom pssiecl over, tboo^ 
he Mid that be only vsiuail the sauto, and that ese r p body eat the first as 
a vehicle fi>r tbe second. When he poured ogsier isaor over pium pud- 
dMgy and the metud butter flowing rnm the toa»t into his cbaeoUttCy one 
surely say th^ be was nothlag less than delicate.” C. 

P. G. are the printer’s lignaiurea^ by which It appears that at this 
Ume five sheets bad already been printed. ^ D. 


(J) Dr. Johnson tneant, that Che words of tbe Latin version, ** dfa# 
^yastas.” prefixed to the flfith Fsatm (one of those appointed fbr tbe day), 
had no rebtion to the Engluh /version in the Ltturgy: ” My heart show, 
ath me Uie wU’fcedocss or the ai^todly.” The version, bowev^i 

has SOM accordance with U>e Lmti. ^ Hie tranijTCssion of the umebed 
sank withiD my heart | ** and BishmXowtb renders it ”The<iddl^ man. 
acafllpipfl to tbe wi^ednees of his neart, ssM.** Hie bMieal rmSon ol. 
UMflalaM was made by the transUtors of the whole Bible, under Jamos 1., 
frofli the orifiBal Hebrew, and U closer than the vr.sion used in tbe 
Dtitffy, which was wade in the reido of Heory Vlll. from the Qresk, 


ThU iliudM u - s Prtycr b, & W.” (wUcUt, Bokort WlMdoo) 
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WliedomC) ISIS. Bnrker^t BihU^B<tii6logiam ab Utratume^ 
rede disdnguit Erasmus. Mod. Orandi Deem^ p» 56. 144. (i) 
~ Southwell*! 11>ought! of bis awn death • Baudius on 
Erasmus (^) 

Mofulayf Aeg, 8.The hialiop and much company dineo 
•tj^lcwenuy (^)~Tatk of Greek, nod of the army ~ The Duke 
or Marlborough*! oflicers useless (^) — licad Fhocylidia (^), 
di<^ngUJ^hcd the paragraphs—1 Jooked in LfCland: an un* 
pleasant liook of mere hints Licit Held school ten poondsi 
and five pounds from the ho^aul. 

Ifahutdiiy^ Auys 10. ^ At Llo)*d*s,*of Marsmynnan | a good 
housis and a very large walled garden —> 1 read Wiiidus*s Ae» 


which Sir fleiin EKis, of the Britiih Mujioutii, hat found amonf the 
Hymn! which fnliov the ohi venton of the smgiiif Putfiu, at the end of 
BsrlterU Bibio of lb3U. It begins, 

** Preverre us, l.ord» by thy dear word| 

Krora Turi( and J*o)h*, doend us. Lordl 

Which both wwUI thru< out of hu throne ‘ 

Our Lord Jteui Chrut» thy dcjre *oa 

(\) In aiiucioR In our 8ariour*t censure of vain repetition in prayer (Saf. 

Matt vi. ?.)• Enumuti in ilie pai*aac citod» defendi Uie wor^ 
** my Gvd t my Ood/ '* as an exprcwiuo uf JuauSable earneatneak 

($' Thia alludc! lo Southwell*! nunsab ^ Upon ibe Image of Deathi" ia 
hu Mamuot a colleciion uf bpn Uual pocma; ^ 

'* Before 1117 fmv the mcturehangi. 

That daiU hhouM jHjf me m mind 
Of thofe cold name* and bitter paiiM 
That ihortlf I am hie to find; 

Blit, yet, alial Bill little 1 

Tfo thiiik thereon Chat i must die,*' Ike 

Robert Southwell was an EngHih Jeioit, who was imprisoned, tortured, 
mid finally, in FeU lAflS, tried in the King*# Ben^, cocivicted, and next 
day executed, for teaching the Roman Catholic CeoeCa in I^kaml ^C. 

(5) This work, which Johnson was now reading, was, moct probably, a 
little book, entitled BotuH as, in his '*Xdfe of MUtoru** he has 

made a quotstlon ftom it ^ 1 ), 

Durtng our stay at this place, one day at dinner, I meant to ptoase 
Mr. Johnson partieularty with a dish of veiy yuungpeaa Are not *hey 
ehamingf** mA 1 to him wbUe he was eating Vmo. “Perhap! tbev 
wouldbei0^toaf^.**^P. 

(5) Dr. Shl|Sey had been a chaidais with the Duke of CumtaertaBd. and 
pndwUy now enterUliud Dr. JobBton with some aneodotos ctdlcctod ftma 

, b^Uilanjicauaia^^ tj which Johnaou was led to conclude that Che 

wks or Marhprottgh'! ofioen were uaeleu i’* that is, that the duke saw 
AM did miry Mips/OMiSri afcetwbieb, ttUpmomed. iu;tetold«f 

(6) The Utte of the poos ii Xb^ rnttn^f. ~ I). 

Cn UUadt Ittomry. ppbUihfd bjr Hwne. 17ia D. 
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count of bis Joumcjr to Mequinct, and of Stewart's i) 

— 1 had read in the morning Wane's Greek Trochaics to 
Bentley : they appeared inelegant, and made with difficulty ^ 
The Latin elegy contains only common-place, bastUy exprenedt 
io far as I have read, for it is long-^ They seem to be the 
▼eraes of a acholar, who has no practice of writing Tlie Gnek 
1 did not always fully understand — I am in doubt about^ie 
sixth and last paragraphs; perhaps they are not printed riglit, 
for nfroKsr perhaps sveroxer. q? —The following days [11th, 
12th, and 13th], 1 read here and there—The Bibliotheca 
liittraria was so little supplied with pa|iers tliat could interest 
curiosity, that it could not liope for long /continuance 
Waae(9), the chief contributor, was an unpolished scliolar, 
who, with much literature, had no art or elegance of diction, 
at least in English* 

Sunday^ Aug* 14* —At Bodfari I heard the second lesson 
read, and the sermon preached in Welslu The text was pr<v 
nounced both in Welsh and English— The sound of the Welsh, 
in a continued discourse, is not unpleasant — DpSais 
aa0. a* (^)—Tlic letter oT Chrywistomt against transubstan- 

tiation — Erasmus to the Nuns, full of mystic notions and 
allegories* 

Afeadc/y, Aug* 15. — K(i9* — Tmbcrillitas gentium non sine 
aiiquantuio dolor is inter ambulandum, quem aprandiu magis 
sensi* (^) 

ThuTMdayf Aug* 18. — We left Llcweney, and went forwards 
on our journey —We came to Alicrgvicy, a mean town, in 
which'little but Welsh is spoken, and divine service is seldom 
performed in English — Our way then lay to tlie aeaside, at 
the foot of a mountain, called Penmacn Riios —Here the 
way was so steep, that we walked on tbe lower edge of the 
hill, to meet the coach, that went upon a road higher on the 
hill—Our walk was not long, nor unpleasant: the longer I 
walk, the leas 1 feel its inconvenience— As I grow warm, xny 
breafo mends, and I think my Ihnbs grow pliable. 

(1) ** A Journey to Mequincf, the lte*IHeoc8 of the present Emperor of 
Fca and Horoccu, on the Oceasion of Commodore Stewart's &abiisy 
thither, to the Redemptinn of C^vos, ih 

CQ Hie SiViotficca Literaria oalj exteoded to ten oiUBhera-^lk 

ig) CJesepb Wane was bom in and died Dee IS. 1738* He aub* ' 
Jkhii an aoHion of fiallost^ and ooatributed scm mpevrlo the niks^ 

< phl^ lysosacUons.] 

(4) probably to MfoyMrediX«is>**C* 

a '* A veskncMof the bneca, not without iom pahila walktaa,irtiieh 

increeaaddter I havedln^**<» D. \ 
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We then came to Conwnjr ferry» and paatcd in mall boots^ 
with wme pawngers from the stage coach, among whom were 
an Irish gentlewoman, witli two maids, and three little children, 
of wtuch, the youngest was only a few months old. tide 

did not serve the large ferry-boat, and therefore our ooach could 
not very soon follow m—Wc were, therefore, to stay at the 
inn. It is now the day of tlie raee at Conway, and the town 
was so full of company, that no money ctmid purchase lodgings. 
We were not very roadUy supplied with cold dinner* . We 
would have staid at Conway if we could l&ave found entertain¬ 
ment, for wv were afmd of passing Peninuen Mawr, over which 
lay our way to Hangor, hut by bright daylight, and the delay 
of our coach made our departure DeceHsarily late. There was, 
however, no stay on any oilier terma, Uian of sitting up all 
nigh. The )ioor Irish lady was sriii more distress —Her 
children wanted rest ~ She would have been content with cme 
bed, hut, for a time, none could be had— Mrs. l*hralc gave 
her what help slic could — At lost two gentlemen were per¬ 
suaded to yield up their room, with two IhkIs, Air which she 
gave half a guinea* 

Our couch was at last brought, and we set out with some 
anxiety, but wc came to IVnmaen Mawr by daylight t and 
found a way, lately made, very easy, and very 8Bfe(t)— It 
was cut sm(K)iJi, and enclosed between parallel walls ; the outer 
of which secuic!4 the pawngcr from th^ precipice, which is 
deep a»id dreadful —'l^is wall is here and there broken by 
ralaohievoiH wantonness — llic inner wall preserves thw road 
frooi the loose htones, which Uie shattered steep above it would 
pour down — Tliat side of Uic tuountain seemK to have a sur¬ 
face of loose stones, which every Occident may crumble —ll)e 
old road was higher, and must have been very formidable — 
The sea beats at the bottom of tlic way* 

At evening the moon slione cniiuontly*bright; and our 
thoughts of danger being now past, the rest of our journey 
was very pleasant* At an hour, somewhat late, we came to 
llangor, where we found a very mean inn, and had some 
d'fficulty to obtain lodging—I lay in a room, where the 
otber b^ had two men. 

Fridayf Aug* 19«—We obtained boats to convey us to 
Anglesey, and saw Bulkdey^ bouse, and Bewmaria 

(Vi PwuoBCA M y r is a huge rocky pfcmoDtory, Hibig neatly 1550 Mt 
petpcftdicuUr above Oie wa. Alorw a abelf of thu iirecit)*iGe It formed an 
excelleot rood, vrll guarded. Coward the mo, by a airoog wall. supportaU 
in many poAa by archw turned underneath it ftefore tbu wall wai bulH^ 
fraveUsn leaeomea M down the pcedpicea. ^ D. 

0 
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CutU< — I W4S accosted bjr Mr* Lloyd» the schooimfuiter of 
Bcttumaris, who had seen me at University College; and he^ 
with Mr. Hobeits, the register of Bangor» whose boat we 
borrowed) accoropaoied us. Lord Bulkclcy^s house(>) is very 
mean* but his garden is spacious and Bhady» with lai^ (roes 
and smaller interspersed «—llie wAlks are straight, and cro»M 
each other, with no variety of plan; but they have a pleasing 
coolness and solemn gloom, and extend to a great length* 
The castle is a mighty pile; the outward wall has iifWen 
round towers, besides square towers at the angles — llicrc ts 
then a void space between the wall and the castle, which has 
an area enclosed with a wall, which again has towers, larger 
than those of the outer wall — The towera of the inner castL* 
are» 1 think, eight —There is Ukewise a diapel entire, built 
Upon an arch, as I suppose, and beautifully ar^ed with a stone 
rooC which is yet unteoken — The entrance iuio the chapel is 
idKMit eight or nine feet high, and was, J euppow, higher, 
when there was no rubbish in the area—This castle corre« 
spends with all the representations of romanting narratives. — 
l^re is not wanting ite private passage, the dark cavity, the 
deep dungeon, or the lofty tower — We did not discover the 
well— Thia is die most complete view that I Jiave yet had of 
an old castle —It had a moat—The towers —Wc went to 
Bangor* 

SQhtrda^i — We went by water frean Ihingor to 

Caernarvoo, where we met PaoJi and Sir Thotniis Wynne (') 
— Meeting by chance with one Troughton(3)^ an intelligent 
and loquacious wanderer, Mr« Ilrale invited him to dinner— 
He attended us to the castle, an edifice of stupendous magni^ 
tude and strength; it has in it all that w« ol^rved at Beau*' 
niaris, and much greater dimensions: many of the smaller 
rooms floored with stone are ootire; of the larger rooms, the 
beams and planks are all left: this it the state of all Imildings 
left to time — We xoounted the eagle towe r by one hundr^ 

(1) Btrpo Hin b titusted JiMt sbove the town of Beaomsrti, et Oie 
tanee of three quarters qf a nUe, eomniAnding so fine i view of the sea, 
and the coast of Caernarvon, that U tun been sonetfines empared to 
Mount ^gccoviba, in Devsnsbire. 

$ 

(8} Sit Thomas Wynat, creatad Lend Newboroogh, 1776: died 1607i—D. 

lieutenant Tronghton 1 do recollect, loquactous aM int^tgent ha 
wp. He wove a unUbrm, and belooged, I think, to a man of P. 

^ ^ was made a lieutenant fn X76t, and died in ITStHn thsl'VSJik: ha 
, WM on hal^pay, and did not belong to any ship when hemsIThr. Mmson 
Ifc 1774 It BOMS tbao that, eten so late as thia, balfipay ofltoars wore 
their unlfbrm io Uie ofdihasy course of life C 
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And $ixty»nme steps, each of ten inches ~*We did not find the 
well; nor did I trace the moat; but rooftts there werCj 1 believe, 
to all castles on the plain, which not only hindered access but 
prevetited mines — We saw but a very small part of this 
mighty ruin, and in all these old building the subterraneous 
works are concealed by the rubl>ish — To survey this place 
would take much time : I did not think Uiere had been such 
balidinj^: it surpassed iny ideas. 

Sutu/tfyn Ayff* lih — [At Caernarvon^. —- We were at 
church ; the sc^rvice in the town is always English; at the 
purish-cllurch at a small distance, always Welsh town 

has by degrees, I suppfise, lieen brought nearer to tlie sea-side 
—\\i* received an invitation to Dr. Worthington ^ We tlien 
went to dinner at Sir "J'homas Wynne's, the dinner mean. 
Sir Tliomns civil, hU lady fiothing(^) PaoU civilWe 
supped with Colonel Wynne’s lady, who lives in one of the 
towers of the castle — I have not been very well. 

— We s'ent to visit Bodvnie(^), the 
place where Mrs. Thralc was Inim, and the churches'called 
Tydweilling and LlangwiniMlyl, which sbe bolds by impropri¬ 
ation — We had an invitation to the hou»»e of Mr. Griffitlis of 
Bryn o doi, where wc found a small neat new-built house, with 
square rooms; the w'alls are of unhewn stone, and therefore 
thick ; for the vtnncs Tiot fitting with exactness, are not strong 
without great thickness — He had planted a deal of 

young wciid in walkv— Fruit trcis do not thrive; but having 
growtt a few years, reach some tKirrcn stratum and wither — 
We found Mr. Griffiths not at home; but the provisions were 
good. 

Tuesday, Auff^ — Mr. Griffiths came home tlie next day 
— tic married a lady who has a house and eatate at [Llanver], 

l\) 1 julv Catlinfloe Perreval, dsushter of the second Far! of Estnont: 
una, H ap|»eani, tho ladv of whom Mrs. Pioszi rcUtei, that **For a 
U*<lv of quality, unce dead, who received ut st her husband*f neat in Watet 
with less attention thau he had Jofijr heen acrustomed to, he had a router 
drnunciaUon : * That woman,' cned Johnson, * U like squr bmAfI t>eer, dse 
boverasc of her table, and pi^uce of the wretched country she lives in : 
like that, she could never have been a sood thing, and even that bad thing 
is spodetl* ’* And it is probably of her too that another anecdote is told: 

Wc hod been vmtYnf at a lady s house, whom, as we returned, some 
of the company ridiculed for her ignoranee: ^ * She is not ignorant,* aaut 
qie, * I belike, of any thing she has been taught, or of any thiug abe is 
desirous to know^O^nd 1 suppose if one wanted a tittle run tta, she might 
be a prrM persSwenough to apply ta* ** Mra. Roial says, in her Bf SL 
letters, ** that Lady Catharine comes well in the 4£ary, He $o$d many 
severe (hmn of her, which he did act cornet to pap9.*' She died m 
7782 . 

(g) Situeled among the ti^itains of Caemirvooshire.^P. 

VOLa V* P 
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over t^QSt Anglesea, and near Caernarvon» wlicre she 
more disposed, it seems, to reside titan at Bryn o dol — I 
read Lloyd^t account of Mona, which he proves to be Anglesea 
our way to Bryn o dot, we saw at Llanerk a church buUt 
crosswise, very spacious and magnificent for this country —We 
could not see tlic parson, and could get no intelligence about iL 

Wedntada^f — Wc went to sc^c liudvilie—Mrs. 

Thralc remembered the rooms and wandered over them, with 
recollection of her childhood — J'his aperies of pleasure is 
always melanclioly—The walk was cut down, and tlie pond 
was dry — Nothing was better* We surveyed the churches 
which arc mean, and negU^cted to a (Iegn*c scarcely imaginable 
—'rhey have no pavement, and the earth ii full of holes—* 
The Beats are rude benches; the altars have no rails — 
One of them has a breach in the roof — On the tlcsk« 1 think, 
of each lay a folio Welsh Hihle of ilie black hotter, which the 
curate cannot easily read-Mr. Thrale pur|His(*s to In^autify 
the churches, and, if he pr<K|H*rs, will proUably rcMiire the 
citlies— The twfi parishes arc, Llnngwioodyl and 'rydweilliog 

— The incthodists arc here very prevalent — A fictter church 
will imprcKH the |>eople with more reverence of public* worship 

— Mrs. Tlirale visited a house where she had lXH.m ii»ea to 
drink milk, which was lefV, with an e«itatc of two liutidrad 
pounds a year* by one Lloyd, to a married a'oman wlm lived 
with him — We went to IVlhcli, a mean old lou'n, ot the 
extremity of the country — Mere we bought something to re¬ 
member the place. 

Thursday, 25. — We returned lo Caernarvon, w*bcre 
wc cat with Mrs. Wynne. 

fWday, Avf/, 2tj. — We visited, with Mrs, Wynne (i), Llyn 
Badarn and Llyn Boris, two lakes, joined by a narrow strait 
** They arc forined by the waters which fiill from Snowdon, 
and the opposite mountains — On tltc side of Snowdon are the 
remains of a large fort, to which we cUinhed with great labour 

1 was breathless and harassed —The lakes have no great 
breadth, so that the boat is always near one bank or the other. 
—Note. Queeny's goats, one hundred and forty-nine, I 
tiiink. («) 

<11 Mrs niynn Wynnt. wife af X.fm1 Npwburgh'j brother, who accom-, 
ponied ut, Ksna WcIaH Mngi to the hiirp. ~ P. 

(9) Mr. I'hrale was ucar^iRhteil, aiul tOkiUl not see iSk aoaU browiing 
on ^ovdoii, and he prumiW hudsughUt, whowM a rhlld of ten resri 
a peniiv for every coat tiho wouM »hnw him, and I)r. Johnson kept 
the account; to that ii tppean her lather wat In debt iu her one huDdfod 
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Sotnrdit^f Auff. 27.—We returned to Bangor, where 
Mr. Thrale was lodged at Mr. lioberts's, the register. 

Sunda^y Aug. 28. — We went tO worahip at the calliedrai 
^ The quire is mean; tiie service was not well read. 

Mondajfy Aug» 29. We came to Mr. Myddeiton's, of 
Gwuyiiynog, to tlic first place, as my Mistress observed, 
wiicrc we liave been welcome. 

jVftfe. — On the day when we visitc-d BodviUe, we turned 
Ui the house of Mr. Grilhihs of Kefnumwycllli, a gentleman 
of large fortune, remarkable for having made great and sudden 
inqtnjvgniedis in liia suit and estate —he has enclosed a large 
garden with a brick wall - He iv considered as a man of great 
aceom|dUlonents— He wns educated in liloraturo at the uni¬ 
versity, and M?rv<Hl some time in the army, then quitted his 
Ctinmiisskum, and retired to his lends. He is arcounied a good 
m.in, and endeavours to bring the ]M*ople to church. 

Ill our way tioin Bangor to Con way« w'c pavsed again the 
new road u{K>n the edge of l\*immcu Muwr, which would be 
very treinondons hut that the wall vhuts out the idea of danger 
— In Uiw* wall arc several breaches nnolc, as Mr. Thrale very 
reasonably cunjoi.turi's by fragineius of rt>cks which roll down 
Uie mountain, broken perhaps by frost, or worn through by 
rain. We then vicwal (onway —To s|^ire the horses at 
l^eninaen lUius between C<Miway and St. Asqih, we sent the 
cofich (net the ro.id cross Uie inoniitaJn with Mrs. Thrale, who 
had been tired with a walk some tiua* before; and I, with Mr 
Thrale ajid Miss, walked along the ^ge, where the path is 
very narrow, and much cncundH*ri'd i)y little looNC stones, 
which had fallen down, as vc thought; upon the way since wc 
pavsed it before. At Conw^iy we took a short survey of tha 
castle, winch airorded us iioiliing new —It is larger than that 
of Beaumaris, and less than that of Caernarvon —It is built 
u|x>ii a rock so high and steep, that it is eveu now very difficult 
id* access — Wo found a nmn<l pit, which was culled the Well; 
it is now almost tilled, and therefore dry — We found the Well 
in no other castle — Tliore are some remains of leaden pipes at 
Caernarvon, which, 1 suppose, only conveyed water from one 
part of the building to another—Had the garrison had no 
other supply, the Welsh, wlio must know where the pipes were 

%nd foity-hine |>ence. Qwemf «ai an rpithrt, which )iad Its orifiA in the 
nunery, br wbU fin ahuitcHi to Qm-cn Esther], Miss Thrale {whose 
name was Either)«ai always ilisUitauibhod by Johnson.—D. 

(]) It ii very Itkely i did sat so. My rdationi were not quite as fonrart 
AS 1 thouglit they might have been to welrame a long distant kinswoman, 
'i he Myddritons were mors cordial The okl colonel had been a fellow 
ceUcfUn with Hr. ITirale apd 1^1 Sandys, of Onberalcy. — V, 
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laid, could easily bare cut them* Wc catue to tbe 1)ousc of 
Mr» Myddoltou (on Monday), whore wcutaid tu Se|’lcttihur 6'». 
and were very kindly entertained — How we spent our tuiic, 1 
am not very able to tel](t)-^Wc saw Iba wood, which is 
diversified and romantic, 

Sunrfav, Sept, 4. — We dined with Mr. Myddehon, the 
clergy aiuii, at Denbigh, where 1 mw the harvest men very 
dweiuly dressed, after the afternoon service, standing to be 
hired — On other days, they stand at about tour in the morn« 
iiif; — they are hired from day to day. 

Tuentfa^^ Sept 6* — We lay at Wrexham; a busy, extensive, 
and w'el} built town — it has a very large and tnaguiiiceDt 
church. It has a tamotis fair. (S) 

Hhinegiltiif, 7. — Wc came to Chirk Castle. 

Sept. fi. — We came to the Iiouse of Dr. Wor* 
th]ngtun(3), at LlanrhsiadrOur enteriaimncnt was 


(1) However thU may haveWn. he «.v»both h»pi*f and amiurd.during 
hii. «sv at Gwaynrii<v» and Mr Mvddritoii wai daUcred hy tlir hotioor of 
hir rtm To (ivrtietujto the recnUection of it, he (to u«c Mr liohWcll*s 
wnrdft) erreted an urn on thi* of a rivulet, m the park, vhere John* 
vm deUght(>d to stpnd and recite vmesi «m which U ttui inKnidion 
“ 'Hur ><pol wa» ofU'i) disiuOed hy llie jnraenceol HAUi*>x JoihXkON, hUP. 
whose Moral Wriiinpi, exactly I'onformatile to thePrcrfjHi of thristianitv, 
Msve ardnuT to Virtue, and (*onfidrttee U Truth." In 1777, it would ap|war 
from a Inter by J<ihnsoii to Mrs Thrale. thiAt he was informed that Mr. 
M)ddeluin inoditatcd this honour, which seemnl lo lie but little to hit 
taste :«-** Mr. Myddclt»ii*s crmUin of aa urn hx>kR like an Intc&tion to 
bury me alive: I would as wilhnely see toy inend, however benevoieiit 
and hospitable, quietly jnurnod. him think, for the preeent, ef some 
more acceptable niemoriHl II 

(9i It was probably on tlx* Cib Sept, in the way from Wrexham to 
Chirk, that they passed through Muahon, where the tollowmit ttaw. 
reru'O took plaeu: —A Welsh iwrwm of Ole'lli abilitirs, though a ^ood 
heart struck with reverence at the sight of Pr. Johnaoti, whom he had 
heard of as the greatest man living, rould not dnd any words to answer 
his mqinrtes concerning a motto round somebody's arms which adorned 
a tombstone in Ruabon churchyard. If 1 remember right, tbe words were, 

* Keb Pw, Ikym, 

Dw o*diggon.** 

And though of no very dlfflcult cmutrectloo, the fenllemsn seemed 
wholly confounded, and unable to explain them; till Mr. Joimnon, having 
pmkad out the meaning by little and little, said to the man, ' Nrb U a pu^ 
position, i believe, Kr, is it not 7* My countrymnn. recovering M»me 
fpinti upon the sudden question, cried out *90 1 humhly presume, bir * 
F«ry eomleaUj."— F. / r . . 

0) Dt, Worthington died Ort. B. 1778, aged seventy five. P. Dr 
Johnson thus notices his death in a leUer to Mrs. Thrale: My clencai 
friend WonWneton is dead. I b.tve known him to die is 

dreadful. 1 bcllove he was aver# guud man.**— Utters, veil I p —Cx 

(d) LUnrhaiadr means, TV fOiageoJ /V WatetfaO^d takeviU name 
a a^iigt about a quarter of a mile from the churm « C. 


^ It is the MyddehoQ motto, and means, 

Without Ond..wlikout all! 
God is albsuOcient !\ P. 
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pooFy tlioligh his house was not Ivid* Tlic situation is very 
pleasant^ by the side a small river^ of which the bank rises 
liigii oji the Ollier side* shaded by gradual rows of trees ~ The 
ghiom, the stn'atn, and the silence, generate thoughtfulness. 
The town is old, and very mean, but lins, 1 think, o market ~ 
In this hotis<*, the Welsh translation of the Old Testament was 
made — The Welsh singing psalms were written by Archdeacon 
Price — 'i*hey are not considered as e1c*gant, hut as very literal, 
and acciirnio — We came to I.lanrhaiodr tlirough Oswestry ; 
a town not very little, nor very nunit — the church, which I 
saw only at a disUinrc* seems to be an edifice much too good 
for the prcs(‘nt state of the place. 

fridai/, Srp(, 9* ^ We visited the waterfall, wiiich is very 
high, and in rainy weather very co|iious — There is a reservoir 
m^tde to supply it—In its fall, it has perforated a rock-^ 
There is a room built for entcrtatninent~ There was sutne 
difficulty in climbing to a m*nrview— Ia)rd Lyttelton(') came 
near it, and turned boc'k — When we came back, we Um^Ic some 
cold miMt, and notwiilistanding flic l>octor'a iin|>oriunities, 
went that day to Shrewsbury. 

Saturday, s^rpt. 10. — 1 sent for Gwynn(^), and he showed 
us the town — the walls are broken, and narrower than tlioM? 
of Chester ~ The town is large, and has many gentlemen's 
houses, hut the stret'ts are narrow — 1 saw Taylor's library^ 
We walked an the Quarry; a very pleasant walk by the river~ 
Our inn was not bad. 

Sunday, Stpt 11. —We were at St. Cbads, a very large 
and luminous church — We were on the Castle Hill. 

Afonday, Sept> 1S» —Wc called on l)r« A dams {9), and 
travelled towanls WorcesUT, through Wenlock; a very me^n 
place, though a borough — At noon, we came to llridgcnorih, 
and walked about the town, of which one part stands on a high 
rock, and part very low, by the river — l^ere is an old tower, 
which, being crooked, leans so much, that it is frightful to pass 
l>j it — In Uie afternoon we came through Kinver, a town in 
,S^flrord4iirc, neat and closely built — 1 believe it lias only mat 
street —I1ie roitd was so steep and miry, that we were forced 
to stop at Hartlebury, where we had a very neat inn, though 
it made a very poor appearance. 

(1) Thotnaf,e^eecoQd Lnrd.«»D. 

(2) Mr. Owyiin^n architect of coniidmble celebrity, wu a native of 
Shrewulniry, and was at thb time com^tina a bridge across the Severn, 
culled the t^gluh Rndgr. ^D. 

(.T The muter of Pemb^e Collefe, Oiford ; who wu also Eactsr of 
it Chads, in Slrewri>un/** D. 
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TufsJaj/, — Wc came to I^rd SandyVs, at Om* 

berste}’, wliero wc were treated with citUily llie 
bouse large —'rhe hall is a very nohle room. 

Thargtlnf/^ \5» — went to Worcester, a very splen¬ 
did city — The cathedral is very noble, with many remarkable 
monuments— The library is in the chapter-house—On the 
talde lay the Nuremberg Chronicle, 1 think, of the first edition. 
We went to the china waa'house — TJiccatbedni] has a cloister 

— Tlic long aisle is, in iny opinion, neither so wide nor so high 
a§ that of Lichfield. 

f*ridui/y Sfpt. lt». — Wc went to Ilngley, where a'c were dis¬ 
appoints^ of the respect and kindne^ that we eiptvtod. (<) 
Sdturtiu^y Srpi. 17. — We saw the house and park, which 
equalk*d uiy espcctalion — The house is one square mass — 
The offices are below — Tlie rooms of elegance on the first floor, 
with two stories nf licdchainbers, very well dinposcfl above it 

— The bedchamlwrs have low windows which abates the dig¬ 
nity of the house — The park has one artificial ruin, and wants 
water; there is however, one temporary cascade(^) — From 
the farthest hill there is a very wide prospect. 

Suntint/, Sept* IS* — I wont to church —The church is 
externally, very mean, and is therefore diligently hidden hy a 
pianution — J*herc arc in it several modern monimxcnts of the 
Lytteltons — There diiusl with u« Lord l>ud1ey, and Sir 
Edwanl Lyttelton, of Staflbrdshirc, and his lady, 'i'hey wer^ 
all persons <»f agreeable conversation. — I found time to reflect 
on my liirthduy, and offered a prayer, which 1 hope was lieardr 
Mandft^t 19. —We made haste away from a place 

where all were offended(^)—In the way we visited the 
Leaaowes—It was rain, yet wc visited all the waterfalls — 
There are, in one place, fourteen ftlla in a short line - It is 

(1) It wii here that Johnion had afuiieh wan-ftmlt m he wished, aad, 
as he told Itfra 'J'hreie, fhr tlie only time in bli li^ ^ D. 

(S) This viiU WII not to Lord Lytteiton, hut to hit uncle fcalled Hilly 
L^rttelton, alterwanU, liy luemsivr creationi. Lord Wcitcote, and Lord 
Lyttelton the rather of the present Lord, who lived at a house called 
liule Hagley gentleman was an Intimate friend of Mr. 

Tbrale, and had tome yean liefore invited Johnson (through Mm Thrale) 
Co ^iC him at Hagley, a/Ue, VoL 111. p 11%. 

(3) He was enragod at anifleial ruins and temporary cwscsdei, ao that ^ 
1 wonder at hb leaving hrs opinion nf them dubious; besides be hated the 
Lytteltoni, and would rejoice at an opfionunHy of insul^^' them ^ P. 

(4) Mrs. Lyttelton* odnum/ Caroline TirUtow, loroed ms to play at Whin 

afainit my liking, and her husband took away Johnson^ candle that be 
wanted to read by at the other end of the roon Thoae, J tiwt, wars tbs 
ottences. P. t 



£tat« 


WELSH TOUR 


DIARY 


215 


tbe next place to I lam gur dens — Poor Sbenstone never tasted 
Ilia pension — It ia not very well proved that any pension was 
obtained for — 1 am afraid that he died of misery* ~ 

We came to BirmiiigbaiDt and 1 sent fur Wheeler (ft)« whom I 
found we]<« 

Tue$<lty^ Stpr» dO. — Wc breakfanted with Wheeler^ and 
visited the maimfiielurc of Papier The paper which 

tliey us<* is smooth whiud brown ; tla* varnish is polished with 
rotten stone — Wheeler gave me a tcahoard ~ We then went 
to lloull oil’s* who, with great civility, led us through bis 
^hops— 1 could not distinctly see his enginery'~ Twelve dozen 
of liiittons for tliree sldltings— Spoons struck at once. 

IW'dufurlayf Sept^ 21 ««^Whoelcr came to us agniu—We 
came easily to W'oodstock. 

Thursdttyy Stpt4 22 . ~ Wc saw Blenheim and Woodstock 
park~ The park contaius two thousand five hundred acres; 
alMiut four square miles* It hns red doerMr* Bryant 
showed me the library with great <'iviUty ^ Durandi Rationale, 
1 ^ ]«asc(irU* (iraminur of the first edition, well printed, 
hut inucli less Umn later editions^ The first Batrachomyt^ 
luachia—The duke sent Mr. Thraie partridges and fruit 
— At night wc came to Oxft>r<i. 

Friday, Srpt 23. — Wc visited Mr* Coulson'Flie ladies 
wandered Al>ont the univcisity* 

Sutvrditi/9 Stpt 24.—Kod*—Wedinc(^) with Mr*Caulson(^) 


(l> [Lord IlOuahborough applied to Lord Riite, to procure Shenztone a 
peniinii; but that U was ever a*kcd of the Ung i« hot certain. He was 
ntadr lo bcUev«* chat (lie patent waa actually niaile uut» when hU death 
rcii>lor«Hi unncccihary any hirthcr concern uf his friends Ibr histUture ease 
and traTiquiUity.^ AAoaBHOa.3* 

(5^) Dr. Benjamin Wheeler ; be waa a ctative of Oxford, ai>d oririnaJlj 
on the fouiidattun of Trintly Collega He took his rICKree of A. Nos. 
la 175H, and 1>. D. July A 1770; and wcii a man of cxtenMVc teaming. 
l>r. Johiiiuin styles him ** Sly Jejmod friend, ibc mao with whom I most 
dchghted to converse.'*—Let ten. 

(3) This IS a work written by William I>unu>d, Dishop of Hende, and 
prioli^ oil vetlam« in folio, by Fust and Schoefibr, in Ments* 1459. Uli 
the third book that it known to be printed with a date. —^ D. 

(4) Of the tinner at University College I rcTDcmbcr nethittg, unless it 
was there that Ur. Vaniittart, a dourisbmg sort of character, showed off 
his graceful iirrn by foncing w:tli Mr. Seward, who joined us at Oxford. 
We had a go jiii dilutee at Queen'a CoUage. and Dr. Johnion made Miu 
Thrsle and n? observe the rormony of the grace cup; but I have but a 
raiiit rememliff^ncr of it, and can tn nowise tell who Invited us, or bow we 
I* ime Iff our cdkmical honour of hearing our healths drank in form, and 
1 half bolievs In win.«P. 

(5) Mr. Coulson was a senior Fellow of UniverilCy CoIIcm. I.>ord Stowoll 
uifttfow mu that he wu very eccentric. He woula cm a flue day hang nut 
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~ VanfldUart told me hia diatompcr— AfVerwarda we were at 
Burke's [at Beaconfiield]» where we heard of the dissedution 
of llie parliament We went hmne. 


of the collMU vindowi hit ▼arioui pteoei of a|>parol to alr« which uaed to 
be unl«er»;uly sniwered by the yiHing io«*n haneing out from all the other 
windows quilts, caroets, rags^ and every kind of trash, and this was calk'd 
an Uium^muon. His notions of the eminence and importtneo of his 
academia situation were so peculiar that, when he allerwardt accc]>ted a 
coilefe living, be ex|wwed to Lord Stowed his doubts whether, after 
bring so long in the worlds he might not grow weary of the com* 
parative retirement ota country pulsh. — C 

(1) Dr. Johnson had always a very great personal regard and narttcular 
anction for Mr. Burke ^ and when at this time the general election 
broke up the delightful society in which we had spent some time at 
eonifleld, Dr. Johnson shook the hoaintnble master of the house kindly 
by the hand, and taid, ** Farewell, my dear Sir, and remember that I wiu 
you all the sueeess which ought to be wished you» which can possibly bo 
wished you, indeed, on Aonrsf fiuii.**^ P. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

I 

J774_ 1775. 

Jtfr. TAra/es Po/J/icu/ P(>sUton. — i/oAnjfon*s Patriot.’* 
Ih'ath qf young Col. — Mr. Perhins. — Hoole’o 
Trrtgefiti. — Charlotte Lennoj:. — Barettte £ajfy 
f4Ceitone/’ — Cajte of Dr. Meniu. — Lord Hailes e 
^^A7inole.’^—Mary Qurvn of Svots. ^ Amvtxcaa 
PoHUre. - (Uttian. — Letter to Muej^erson. — Per- 
sonal Cimnkg^. — Fttolc .— Puhlinhes Journey to 
tlxe Western UunfUf — Mr. Knox. — Mr. Tytter 
— Mr, Whidham. — Irish and Scotch hnjmdonee 
comjMtred ,— Ossian Controeerey .— rhit to Oj^ord. 

Parliament Imving hevn dUsolvcd» and hid friend 
Mr. Tlirale, wlm was a sU'ody supporter of govern- 
inent, having again to encounter the storm of a con¬ 
tested election, he wrote a short political pamphlet, 
entitled The Patriot,” • addressed to the electors of 
Great Britain; a title which, to factious men who 
eonsider a patriot only as an opposcr of the measures 
of government, will appear strangely misapplied. It 
was, however, written with energetic vivacity; and, 
except those passages in which it endeavours to vin- 
dicate the glaring outrage of the House of Commons 
in the caseTr^ie Middlesex election, and to justify 
the attempt to reduce our fellow-subjects in America 
to unconditional submission, it contuned an ad- 
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mirable display of the properties of a real jmtriot, in 
the original and genuine sense ;—a sincere, steady, 
rationah and unbiassed friend to the interests and 
prosperity of his king and eountry. It must be ac¬ 
knowledged, huw*evert that both in tlib and Ids t\vi» 
former pamphlets, there was, amidst many powerful 
arguments, not only a considerable portion of so¬ 
phistry, but a contemptuous ridicule of his opponents, 
whicli was very provoking. 

LEnEal93. TO MR PEIlKlNS.(i; 

« Or toiler 25. 1774. 

Sir, You may do me a very great favour. 
Mrs. Williams, a gentlewoman whom you may tfavc 
seen at Mr. Thrale's, is a petitioner for Mr. llethering. 
ton’s charity; petitions are this day issued at ('hrist's 
hospital. 

1 am a bad manager of business in a crowd; and 
if I should semi a mean roan^ he may be put away 
without his eirai d» 1 muKt, therefore, entreat that you 
will go, and ask for a petition for Anna Williams, whose 
paper of inquiries was delivered with answers at the 
counting-house ii the hospital on Thursday the SOth. 
My servant wil attend you thither, and bring the 
petition home wlien you have it. 

(l) Mr. Perkins was for a number of years the worthy super¬ 
intendent of Mr. Thrale*s great brewery, and after bis death 
became one of thi* propiietors of it; and now resides in Mr* 
Thrale's bouae in Southwark, which was the scene of so many 
literary meetings and in which he continues the liberal hospi¬ 
tality for which it was eminent. Dr. John.s«>n esteemed him 
much. He hung ip in the counting-house a tine proof of the 
admirable mczsotiiiU) of Dr. Johnson, by Doughty; and wherv 
Mrs* Thrale asked him soinewhat flippantly, w hy do you put 
him up in the counting-house?” He answrfed, ** Becaus^ 
Madam, I winh to have one wise man th^c.” **Slr,'* said 
Johnson, I thank you. It is a very handsome compliment, 
uud I believe you speak siocorely.*' 
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The petition which they are to give w, is a form 
which they deliver to every petitioner, and which the 
|>etitioner is afterwards to fill up^ and return to them 
again* This we must bave> or we cannot proceed 
according to their directions. You need, I believe, only 
ask for a petition; if tliey inquire for whom you ask, 
you can tell ihoni. 

I lK*g panlon for giving you this trouble; but it is 
a matter of great importance* I am. Sir, your roost 
liumbie servant, 

Sam* Johnson.'* 

. 

Ln-rnR 194. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESa 

“ IxukUi, Oel. 27. 1774. 

Dkar Siti, — 'I’liere lias ap(H-arc(l lately in the 
papers an uccount of the boat overset between Mull and 
(Jlra, in which many passcni^crs were lost, and among 
them Alacleaii of Col. M'e, you know, were once 
drowned (') ; 1 hojH;, therefore, that the story is either 
wantonly or erroneously told. Pray satisfy me by the 
next ]iosc. 

" I have printed 240 pages. 1 am able to do 
nothing much worth doing to dear Lord Hailes's book. 

I will, however, send back the sheets; and hope, by 
degrees, to answer all your reasonable expectations. 

Mr. Thrale has happily surmounted a very violent 
and acrimonious 0 |){>osition; but all joys have their 
abatement: Mrs. Thrale has fallen from her horse, and . 
liurt herself very much. The rest of our friends, I 
believe, are well. My compliments to .Mrs. BoewdL— 

1 am. Sir, your most affectionate servant, 

“ Sam. Johnson.** 

This letter, which shows hts tender concern for an 
amiable young;^gentieiiian to whom he had been very 

(l) In the newspapers. 
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much obliged in the Hebrides, X have inserted ac¬ 
cording to its date, though before receiving it I had 
informed liim of the melancholy event that the young 
Laird of Col was unfortunately drowned. 

hmrji 195. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

«Nov. 26. ;T74. 

Dear Sir, ~ Last night I corrected the last page 
of our ‘ Journey to the Hebrides/ The printer has 
detained it all this time, for 1 had, before I went into 
Wales, written all except two sheets. * The Patriot' 
was called for by my political friends on Friday, was 
written on Saturday, and 1 have heard little of it. So 
vague are conjectures at a distance. (*) As soon as I 
can, I will take care that copies be sent to you, for I 
would wish that they might be given before they arc 
bought: hut L am afraid that Mr. Stralian will send 
to you and to the booksellers at the same time. Trade 
ia as diligent as courtesy. I have mentioned all that 
you recommended. Pray make my compliments to 
Mrs. Boswell and the younglings. The club has, 1 
think, not yet met. Tell me, and tell me honestly, 
what you tliink and what otliers say of our travels. 
Shall we touch the continent? am, dear Sir, 

your most humble servant, 

** Sam. Johrbon.** 

Id his manuscript diary of this year, there is the 
following entry: “ 

Nov. 27« Advent Sunday. I considered that this 
day, beit^ the beginning of the ecclesiastical year, was 

(1) Alluding to a pasuge in a letter of mine, where, spealu> 
i n g of hia Journey to the H^ndes** I say, But hM not 
* Ae Patriot* been an interruption, by the taken to write 
PC, and the time lusuriously sipcnt in listening to its applauses?** 

a) We had projected a voyage together up the Baltic, and 

ed of visiting u>ino of the more noi\herD regions. 
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a pro{>er time for a new course of life. 1 began to reml 
the Irreek Testament regularly at one hundred and 
sixty verses every Sunday. This day 1 began the Act<. 

In this week 1 read Virgil's Pastorals. I learned 
to repeat the PoUio and tialius. 1 read carelessly the 
first Georgic.'^ 

Such evidenctrs of hi4 unceasing ardour^ both for 
divine and human loro/* when advanced into his 
sixty-hfth year, and notwithstanding his many dis«* 
turhunces front disease, must make us at once honour 
his spirit, and lament that it should be so grievously 
clogged by its material tegument. It U remarkable 
tliat Ih' was very fond of the precision which calcu* 
lation produces. Thus wc find in one of his manu* 
script diaries, pages in 4lo- Gr» Test, and 30 
pages in Beza's foUo« comprise the whole in 40 days.^ 

LrrT>^K)96. TO JOHN IIOOLE, JCSQ. ( ) 

«Dtwmbcr JO. 1774. 

l>£Aii Sfn^—I have rctumetl your play(^), which 
}ou will find underscored with red^ where there was a 
word which I did not like. The red will be washed off 
with a little water. The plot is so well framed^ the 
intricacy so artful, and the disentanglement so easy, the 
suspense so affecting, and the passionate parts so properly 
iuterpoBeth that I have no doubt of its success.— I am. 
Sir. your most humble servant, 

Sam. JoiiNSOK.** 


( 1 ) John Hoolc, who from this time forward will be found 
much in Johnson's socict)*, w*a.s the son of a watchmaker, bom 
in i>ec. 1797. He was a clerk in the Inilni Houve, but devoted 
•his leisure to literature. He publl^od translations of Tasso's 
Jerusalem and Arhwito's Orlando. Tie ditMl in IS03. —C. 


(a) Clconice.^B. — [It was produced at Covent Garden, 
in March, 1775, hut without success^ in consequence of which 
H'^ole rctumcMi to the publisher a part of the mouey he bad 
received for Uic copyr^hb] 



222 


LIFE OF JOIIKSON'. 


177 a. 


The first effort of hw pen in I775» was “ Proposals 
for publishing the Works of Mrs. Charlotte I.en- 
nox(*),'*f in three volumes quarto. In his diary, 
January 2., I find this entrj’: — “ Wrote Charlotte's 
Proposals.” But, indeed, the internal evidence would 
have been quite sufficient. Her claim to the favour 
of the public was thus enforced: —- 

Most of tile pieces, as they appeared singly, have 
been read with approliation, perhaps alwve their merits, 
but of no great ^vantage to the writer. She hopes, 
tliereforc, that she shall not be considered as too in. 
dulgent to vanity, or too studious of interest, if from 
that labour which has hitherto lHH.’n chiefly gainful to 
others, she endeavours to obtain at Iasi some profits to 
herself and her children. She CHiiuot decently enforce 
her claim by the praise of her own i>crforinanccs: nor 
can she 6up|iosc, that, by the most artful and laboured 
address, any additional notice could be procured to a 
jmblication, of which her M^es y has condescended to 
be the patroness.” 

He this year aUo wrote the Preface to Baretti's 
“ Easy Lessons in Italian and EngUsh.'’f 

Lama 197. TO JAMF..S BOSWKM,, ESQ. 

«Jan. 14. 1775. 

" Dkar Sir,~You never did ask for a book by the 
poet till now, and 1 did not think on it. You see now 
it is done. 1 sent one to the king, and I hear he likes 
it. 1 shall send a parcel into Scotland for ]>Tesents, and 
intend to (pve to many of my friends. In your cata¬ 
logue you left out Lord Auchinleck.— Let me know, as ^ 
fast as you read it, how you like it; and Igt mo know 
if any mistake is committed, or any ^ng important 

(1) SecatUf, VoL I. p. 307. —C. 
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left out. I wish you could have seen the sheets. My 
compliments to Mrs. Koswell, and to Veronica, and to 
ail my friends.—1 am. Sir, your most humble servant 

Sam. Johnson.'^ 

Lerren \ 98 . FROM MIL BOSWELL. 

** Edinhurgli, Jan. 19* 177j. 

Bk pic'usod to accept of my beig thanks for your 
* Journey to the liobrides/ which came to me by last 
night s post. 1 did really ask the favour twice; but 
you have be<'ii oven witli me by granting it so speedily. 
Jih f/at qui f*fto dat Though ill of a bad cold, you 
kept me up Uie greatest part of last night; for 1 did 
not stop till 1 had read every word of your book. I 
looked back to our Hrht talking of a visit to the Hebrides, 
which tvas many years when sitting by ourselves 
in the Mitre tavern in Loudon, I think about witchivy 
lintf o*uig/tl; and then exulted in contemplating our 
sdieme fulfllkHl, and a monnmfntum perenne of it 
ctvcUh} by your su]H.'rior abilities. 1 shall only say, 
that yc'iir hook has affonl<*d me a high graUfication. I 
shall afterwards give you my thoughts on particular 
passages. In the mean tune, 1 hasten to tell you of 
your having mistaken two names, which you will correct 
in London, as I shall do hei^, U»at the gentlemen who 
deserve the vahiahle compliineut^ which you have paid 
them maj enjoy tiudr honours. In p. 106*, for Gordon 
read 3furchi/<oti; and in p. 357*^ for Maclean read 
jUtfc/corf. 

Hut I am now to apply to you for immediate aid 
in iny profession, which you have never refused to 
grant when I requested it. 1 enclose you a petition for 
Dr. Meinis, a physician at Aberdeen, in whidi Sir 
tfohn Dairy in pie has exerted his talents, and which 1 
am to answer m counsel for the managers of the royal 
infirmary in mki city. Mr. Jopp, the provost, who 
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delivered to you your freedom^ is one of tny clients^ and* 
</« a citizen of Aberdeen, you will support him. 

The fact is shortly this. In a translation of the 
charter of the inBrmary from Latin into English^ made 
uniier die authority of the managers, the same phrase 
in the original is in one place rcnderetl physician, but 
when applied to Dr. Mem is is rendered doctor of 
mediv'nte^ Dr. Memis complained of this before the 
translation was plinted, but was not indulged witli 
having it altered; and he has brought an action for 
damages, on account of a supiioseil injury, as if the 
designation given to him was an inferior one^ tending 
to make it be supposed he is not a pltysicuinj and con¬ 
sequently to hurt his practice. My father baa dismissed 
the action as groundless, and now he has appealed to 
the whole court/* (*) 


LarrsalOO. TO J\MES 130SWELL, ESQ. 

«Jan. *21 • 1775. 

Drab Sir, >I long to hear how you. like the 
book; it is, 1 think, much liked here. But Maepher- 
son is very furious \ can you give me any more iotelli* 
gence about him, or his Fingal ? Do what you can, 
and do it quickly. Is Lord Hailes on our tide? Pray 
let me know what 1 owed you when 1 left you, that I 
may send it to you, 

I am going to write about the Americans. If you 
have picked up any hints among your lawyers, who are 
great masters; of the law of nations, or if your own 
mind su^es^ any thing, let me know. But mum, it 
is a secret.-—I will send your parcel of books as soon as 


(l) In the COOK of session of Scotland an aption is first tried 
by one of the judgu^s who is called the Lord Ordinary; and if^ 
either i*^ diwatisiled, he may appeal to the whole couK, 

consisting of diteen, the Lord Presiaent, a|^ fourteen other 
j^ges, hare both in and out of couK^hc title of Lords 
from the name of their estates; as, Lord Aucbinieck, Lord 
MoiiDoddo, &c. 
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I can ; hut 1 cannot do as I wish. However, you find 
i'vcry thing tnrntioncil in tlic book, which you recom- 
mcndcJ. 

“ I..ai)gtoi> is hero ; we are all that ever wi* were. 
He ia a worthy iellow, without malice, thoue.h not 
without rcKcniment.(') Poor Keauclerk is so ill that 
Ills lire is thought to be in daugcr. Lady ])i nurses 
him witli very great assiduity. Ih-ynolds has taken too 
much to strong Uquor(-), and sci'ius to delight in his 
new character. 

This is all the news tlmt 1 have; hut as you love 
v«'iH‘s. I will send you a few which I made upon 
Inchkeiineth (.':) ; hut renicmlter the condition — you 
shall not show them, except to Lord Haile's, whom I 
love letter than any iiiaii whom 1 know so little. If 
he asks you to transcrilx' them for liim, you may do it, 
but 1 think he mu-t promise not to let them be copied 
again, not to sliow them as mine. 

" I have at lust K*nt back Lord Hades's sheets. I 
never tliink alKiit returning them, because 1 alter 
iiotliing. Vuu will sec t)iat 1 might as well have kept 
them. However. 1 am ashamed of my delay ; and if I 
have tlic honour of receiving any more, promise punctu¬ 
ally to return tliem by the next post. Make my com- 

( 1 ) ThiK rcfi*rs to the coolness alluded tO| ont<\ Vol. 1I1» 
p. 305 ; and Vul. 1V"» p. 90»—C» 

It si ion U11>c recollected that this fanciful di^scriptiofi of 
hiHfnend v.is pven by Johnson af\cr he hmm'if had become 
a wAtCT-dnnkcr*— U, — Johnson had been a watCT-dnoker ever 
Kince ntiilf and thereforvt l/i(U ccniid not be his motive for 
makinj;, nine years afier, an observation on Sir Joshua's “ nev 
r/tarrnitr^** Sir Joshua was convivial, and ibis expression 

WQS eitluT an allusion to some little anecdote now forgotten, or 
arose out of that odd fancy which Johnson (perhaps from his 
own morbid feelings) entertained, that every one who drank 
wine, in an; ^antit; wbataoever, waa more or less drunjL — Ce 

(3) See aiUit ^2.—C. 

7# Q 
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pliroents to ilt'ar Mrs. Boswell^ an<l to Mus Veronica. 
1 atn^ dear Sir^ yours most faiUifully^ 

Sam. Johnsok.^X*) 

Li-rrEaSOO. FUOM MB. BOiJWEIX. 

** KdiJiburf^h, Jan. 27. 1775. 

u \ov rate our lawyers here too high^ when you call 

(hcfu great irias^tcrr. of the law of nations.As 

for v\)$eKy 1 am ashamed to say 1 have read little and 
thought little on t!ie subject of America. I wiD be 
much obliged to voujf you wilt direct mo where I shall 
find the Ix^st information of what is to lie said on both 
side^. It is a subject vast in its present extent and 
future consequences. The imi>erfect hints which now 
float in my mind tend rather to tlic formation of an 
opinion that our government has lxH.m precipitant and 
severe in the K*solutions taken against the Bostonians. 
Well do you know that 1 have no kindness for that 
r.:ee* But nations, or liodios of metif should^ as well as 
indi>idua]sj have fair triid^ and not be condemned on 
character alone. Have we not express contracts with 
our colonies, which afiord a more certain foundation of 
judgment^ than general political speculations on the 
mutual rights of states and tlieir provinces or colonies.^ 
Fray let me know inimetllately what to read, and 1 shall 
diligently endeavour to gather for you any tiling diat 1 
can find. Is Burke*s speech ou American taxation 
published by himself? 1% it authentic? I remember to 
have heard you sayj that you had never considered East 

(1) lie now firnt me a Latin inscription for my hfstorica) 
picture, Mary, Queen of Scots and afccncards favoured me 
with an EoglUh traasUdon. Mr. Alderman BoydeU, that 
eminent patron of the arts tias subjoined them to the engraving 
from my picture: — ^ 

^ Sfarb. Scotorum Hefdna. hnminiiiD H'llittmorum raUumedU lauiata, 
ainli tciTiU, clamiiribu* ?]CUi| bbvllo, per i)ucui iosmi cedit, lacrlmiuii 
trepidanique noneii apporut*' 

Marf, Quocn of Scuts, haraMi*d, tmiSed, and overpowered by the 
iniulti, nierittocf, and cUnuure uf her reU*llH»u» lubiectt, leti her fiiudj 
with tcafi slid cciiAidon, to a rcaigfiatiun of the hinsUoui" 
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Indian affairs ; though, surely, they are of mudi im¬ 
portance to Great Britain. Under the recollection of 
this, 1 shelter myself from tlic reproach of ignorance 
about the Americans. If you write upon the subject, I 
shall certainly understand it. But, since you seem to 
expect that I ijiould know something of it, without 
your inEtructiOD, and that my own mind should sugge^ 
som<-thing, 1 trust you will put me in the way. 

Wliut does Becket mean by the Vriginaln Of FingA 
and other poems of Ossian, which he advertises to have 
lain in his shop 

I.KTTSR 201. TO JAMES BOSWELI^ ESQ. 

‘<Jan. 28. 177.1. 

' Dear Sir, — You sent me a rase to consider, in 
which 1 have no facts but what are against us, nor any 
principles on which to reason. It is vain to try to write 
thus witliout materials. The fact seems to be against 
you I at least 1 cannotIcnow ojtsay any thing to the con- 
'trary. 1 am glad that you like ihu book so well. 1 hear 
no more of Maephersou. 1 shall long to know what Lord 
Hailes says of it. Lend it him privately, i shall send 
the parcel as soon as 1 cau. Make my compliments to 
Airs. Boswell. 1 am. Sir, &c. 

*' Sau. Jobnso.n." 

LsnaaSOS. FROM MR. BOSWRLL. 

Edinburgh, Feb. 2. 1775- 

** As to Maepherson, I am anxious to have from your, 
sel^ a full and pointed account of what has passed be- 
twem you ancl him. It is confidently told here, diat 
before your book came out he sent to you, to let you 
know dbat he understood you meant to deny dte authen- 
aicity of Ossian’s poems ; that tlte originals were in his 
possession; fiiat you might have inspection of them, and 
might take the'^vidence of people skilled in the Bise 
lai<guage; and that he hoped, after this fair oficr, yuu 

a 2 
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would not be so uncandid as to assert that he had rc* 
fused reasonable proof. That you paid no regard to 
his mcssjigC) hut publisheil your strong attack upon him ; 
and then he wrote a letter to you^ in such terms as he 
thought suited to one who bad not acted as a man of 
veracity. You may believe it gives rne pain to hoar 
your conduct represented as unfavourable, while 1 can 
only deny what is said, on the ground that your cbarac- 
ter refufts it, without having any information .to oppose. 
Let me, I beg it of you, be furnished witli a sufiiciciit 
answer la any calumny upon Uiis occasion. 

Lord Hailes writes to me (for we correspond more 
than wc talk together), ^ As to Kingal, I blv a contro¬ 
versy arising, and purpose to keep out of its way. 
There is no doubt t^t I might mention some circum¬ 
stances ; but 1 do not choose to commit them to paper/( ) 
What his opinion is 1 do not know. He says, ' 1 am 
singularly obliJ;e<l to Hr. Johnson for his accurate and 
uB^ul criticisms. Had he gifen some strictures on 
the general plan of the work, it would have addict much 
to his favours.* He is charmed with your verses on 
Inchkenneth, says they are very elegant, but bids me 
tell you, he doubts whether— 

‘ liCgitimss faciunt pectora pura preevs* 

be according to the rubric; but that is your cx>ncern ; 
for, you know, be is a Presbyterian/* 

LCTrraC05. TO DR. LAWRENCE. («) 

<'Feb. 7. 1775. 

** SiB, -e^ One of the Scotch physicians is now prose¬ 
cuting a corporation that in some public instrument have 

(I) His lordship, nohrithstanding hts resolution, did commit 
his sentiments to paper, and in one of his notes to his Collection 
of Old Scottish Poetry, says, ** to doubt the authenticity of thiAe 
poems is « refinement in scepticism indeed. Uosweu*. Jua. 

(e) The leamca and worthy Or. Lawrce^«, whom Dr. Johm 
son respected and loved, as bis physician and friend. 
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Btylcd lum doctor of ft}cdicine instead of phystciaTt* 
l^oswell ilttsires^ bi’inj; advocate for the corporation^ t<» 
know whether doctor of medicine is not a legitimate 
title, end whether it may be considered as a disadvan- 
tagcH)u^disLinction. I am to write to-night; be pleased 
to tell me. I am, Sir, your most, &c. 

Sam. Johnson/* 

Li'rraH 'JOl. TO JAMKS HOSWELL. ESd. 

‘‘ hVb. 7. 1775. 

HKAH BoswkU/,— 1 am sur]>nse<l that, know. 
\ng as you d%> the disposition of your countrymen to tell 
lies m favour of each other(^), you c*in tie at all affected 
by any reports that ( ircuhuc among iliem. .Mac]>herson 
never in his life ottered me a sight of a::y oiiginal or of 
any evidence of any kind ; but Uiouglit <*n)) of intimid¬ 
ating me by noise and threats, till my hst answ'er — tlwt 
I v'ovld Mt he deterred from detectiufj what I thought 
a cheati by the menacc^i of a rv^ffian — put an end to our 
correspondence. 

Th(‘ state of the question is tliis. lie, and Dr. 
lilair, whom I consider as deceived, say, that he copied 
the poem from old in.i*mscripta. Ilia copies, if he had 
tlieni, and I believe him to have none, arc nothing. 
Where are the manuscripts ? They can be shown if they 
exist, but they were never shown. De non etthteutibu^ 
Hi non appareatlhuft^ saya our law, mdeni cftt ratio, Nv 
man has a claim to crcilit upon his own word, when 
) letter evidence, if he had may be easily produced. 
Iiui 60 far as wc can find, the Brse language was never 
written till very lately for the purposes of reli^on. A 
nation that cannot write, or a language that was never 
^itten, has no manuscripts. 

s 

(1) My fticnd h.'A in this letter, relied upon my tcMimony, 
wi'h a confidence, ot which the ground has escap^ my recoU 
lection. 

« 3 
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** But whatever he has he never offered to ^how. If 
old manuscripts should now be mentioned^ T slioiild. 
unless there were more evidence Uiat can be easily had, 
suppose them another proof of Scotch conspiracy in 
national falsehood. Do not censure the expression ; 
you know it to be true. 

“ Dr. Memis’s question is so narrow as to allow no 
speculation; and 1 have no facts before me but those 
which his advocate has produced against you. I ron- 
sdlted this morning the President of the London College 
of Physicians, who says, that with us, doctor of 
(we do not say doctor of mtdicint) is the hig^t tide 
that a practiser of physic can have; that doctor im¬ 
plies not .only fhykician, hut teacher of physic; that 
every doctor is legally a jjty*ician; but no man, not a 
doctor, can proeftae physio but by licence particularly 
granted. The doctorate is a licence of itself. It seems 
to us a very alendcr cause of prosecution. 

1 am now engaged, but in a little tiii.e 1 hope to 
do all you would have. My compliments to Madam 
and Veronica. 1 am. Sir, your most humble servant, 

** Sam. Jobksom.' 

What words were used by Mr. Maepherson in his 
letter to the venerable sage, I have never heard; but 
are ge 

different from the language of literary contest. Dr. 
Johnson’s answer appeared in the newspapers of the 
day, and has since been frequently republished; but 
not with perfect accuracy. 1 give it as dictated to 
me by himself, written down in his presence, and 
authenticated by a note in his own handwritingj 

** Thiiy lAitiky i» a true oopy,'\'') , 

/ 

(, 1 ) t lum depoiiled H in fte Briiiih Mumnw 
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Letteh 205. TO MR. MACPHERSON. 

“ Mu. James MaopuebsoKj — I received your fool¬ 
ish and impudent letter. Any ^'ioIence offered ice 1 
shall do my best to repel; and what 1 cannot do for 
myself, the law shall do for me. 1 hope I never sliall 
be deterred from detecting what 1 think a cheat, by the 
menaces of a ruffian. 

“ irhat would you have me retract.* I thought your 
book an im[ic>i<ture ; I think it an imposture still. For 
this opinion 1 have given my reasons to the public, which 
I here <Ure you to refute. Your rage I ilefy. Your 
abilities, since your Homer, are not so formidable; and 
what 1 hear of your moruls inclines me to pay regard 
not to what you shall say, but to what you shall prove. 
You may print Uds if yon will. Sam. Johnson." 

Mr. Maephcrsoii little know Uiu character of Dr. 
Johnson, if he supposed tluit he could be easily inti- 
niidated ; for no man was ever more remarkable ior 
personal courage, fic had, indeed, an awiul dreatl 
of death, or rather, of something after deathand 
what rational man, who seriously thinks of quitting 
all that lie liu.s ever known, and going into a new 
and unknown state of being, can be without tliat 
dread ? But his fear was from rcHectiun ; Ids courage 
natural. His fear, in that one instance, was the re> 
;;(ult of philosophical and religious consideration. He 
teared death, but he feared nothing else, not even 
what might occasion deotii. (>) 

(l) FMf was indeed e sensation to which Mr. Johnson wa 
an uttor strMgeri excopting when some sudden appreheoaions 
^cr4ed him ^at he was going to die ; and even then^ he kept alt 
his wits about hitO) to express the most humble and pa&tic 
pelititins to the Almighty: and when the first paralytic stroke 
(.>ok ^ speech ^om Suii« he instantly set about comporiog a 

Q 4 
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Many instances of his resolutionmaybcmentioned. 
One day, at Mr. Beauclerk’s house in the country, 
when two large dogs were fighting ('), he went up to 
them, and boat them till they separated; and at 
another time, when told of the danger there was that 
a gun might burst if cliarecd with many balls, he 
put in six or seven, and fired it off against a wall. 
Mr. Langton told me, that when they were swim> 
ming together near Oxford, he cautioned Dr. Johnson 
against a pool, which was reckoned particularly dan¬ 
gerous : upon which Johnson directly swam into it. 
He told me himself that one night he was attacked 
in the street by four men, to whom he would not 
yield, but kept them all at bay, till the watch came 
up, and carried both him and them to the round¬ 
house. In the playhouse at Lichfield, as Mr. Garrick 
iuformud me, Johnson having for a moment quitted 
a chair which was placed for him between the side- 
scenes, a gentleman took possesnon of it, and, when 
Johnson on his return civilly demanded his seat, 
rudely refused to give it up; upon which Johnson 
laid hold of it, and tossed him and the chur into the 
pit. (^) Foote, who so successfully revived the old 

prayvr in Latin, at once to dcpr«cati> God't mercy, to utuly 
himself that his mental powers remained unimpaired, and to 
keep them in exercise^ that they might not perisn by permitted 
stngnatioiia When one day he bad at my house taken tincture 
of antimony instead of emetic wine, for a eomit, he was himself 
the person to direct what to do fur him, and managed with aa 
much coolness and deliberation as if he bad been preaeribing 
for an indiffbrent person. ~ Ptosn* * 

(l) [See aniif p« 63.] 

(8)< If Mrs. Pfoasi had reported any sutewient to obrioaBiy 
exan(mted a# ilii% Mr« Boawell would hero bera rery indig* 
Bints Co 
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comedy, by exhibitlDg Uviog characters,had resolved 
to imitate Johnson on the stage, expecting great 
proiitH from his ridicule of so celebrated a man. 
Johnson being informed of his intention, and being 
at dinner at Mr. Thomas Davies’s, the bookseller, 
from whom 1 had the story, he asked Mr. Davies, 
“ what W 2 is the common price of an oak stick ?" and 
being answered sixpence, “ Why tlicn, Sir,” said he, 
give me leave to send your servant to purchase me 
a shilling one. I’ll have a double quantity: for 1 
am told I'oote means /o take me off, os be calls it, 
and 1 am determined the fellow shall not do it with 
impunity.” Davies took care to acquaint Foote of 
this, w hich etrectiiully chocked the M'untonness of the 
mimic. Mr. Maepherson’s menaces made JohnsoL 
provide himself with the same implement of defence; 
and had he been attacked, 1 have no doubt that, old 
as he was, he w'ouUi have maile Ids corporal prowess 
be felt as much as his iutellectuid. 

His “ Joumcv to the Western Islandsof Scotland” * 
is a most valua ble performance. 1 1 abounds in exten¬ 
sive philosophical view's of society, and iu ingenious 
sentiment and lively description. A considerable 
part of it, indeed, consists of speculations, which 
many years before he saw the wild regions which we 
visited together, probably had employed his atten¬ 
tion, though the actual sight of those scenes un¬ 
doubtedly quickened and augmented them. Mr. 
Orme (*), the very able historian, agreed with me in 

(1) Robert Orme, Era., the historisn of HindoMsn, was 
bom st AniengOiSln dra ‘mvsnewe eouDtry, in 17^ astA died 
St Ealing in ISOl.] 
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this opinion, which he thus strongly expressed: 

** There are in that book thoughts, which, by long 
revolution in the great mind of Johnson, have boon 
formed and polished like pebbles rolled in the 
ocean 

That he was to some degree of excess a true born 
Enfflishman, so as to have entertained an undue pre> 
judice against both the country and the people of 
Scotland, must be allowed. But it was a prejudice 
of the head, and not of tlic heart (i) He had noilI> 
will to the Scotch ; for, if he had been conscious of 
that, lie never would have thrown himself iuto tl>e 
bosom of their country, and trusU'd to the protection 
of its remote inliabitants witii a fearless confidence. 
His remark upon the nakedness of the country, from 
its being denuded of trees, was made after having 
travelled two hundred miles along the eastern coast 
where certainly trees are not to be found near the 
road; and he said itVas “ a map of the road” which 
he gave. His disbelief of the authenticity of the 
poems ascribed to Ossian, a Highland bard, was con¬ 
firmed in the course of his journey, by a very strict 
examination of the evidence offered for it; and al¬ 
though their authenticity was made too much a na¬ 
tional point by the Scotch, there were many respect¬ 
able persons in that country, who did not concur in 

(1) This is a distinction which I am not sure that I under¬ 
stand. Did Mr. Boswell think that be improved ttie case bjr 
representing Johnson's dislike of Scoland as the result not of 
mluig but of rroionf In truth, in the printed Journal of his « 
Tour, there is nothing that a fair and liberal Sd^mati cu or 
doee complain of; but his conversation is AiU of the harshest 
and often most umust saromns against the Scotch, natiomd^ 
■ad inArldualty. C. 
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this : so that his judgment upon the question ought 
not to bo decried, even by those who differ from him. 
As to myself, I can only say, upon a subject now 
come very uninteresting, that when the iragments of 
Highland poetry first came out, I was much pleased 
with their wild peculiarity, and was one of those who 
subscribed to enable their editor, Mr. Maepherson, 
then a young roan, to make a search in the Highlands 
and Hebrides for a long poem in the Erse language, 
wliich was reported to be preserved somewhere in 
those regions. But when there came forth ait Epic 
poem in six books, withall the common circumstances 
of former compositions of that natun^; and whem, 
upon an attentive examination of it, there was found 
a perpetual recurrence of the same images which 
appear in the fragments; and when no ancient ma¬ 
nuscript, to authenticate the work, was deposited in 
any public library, though that was insisted on as a 
reasonable proof; irho could forbear to doubt ? 

Johnson’s grateful acknowledgments of kindness 
received in the course of this tour completely refute 
the brutal reflections which have been thrown out 
against him, as if he had made an ungrateful return; 
and his delicacy in sparing in his book those who 
we find, from his letters to Mrs. Thrale, were just 
objects of censure (’), is much to be admired. 

His candour and amiable disposition is conspicuous 
from hm conduct, when informed by Mr. Macleod, of 

(l) Sir .^fchibald Macdonald. ~C. 

(8^ We have wen Ma kind acknowledgment of Macleod'a 
ho^tallty, btkI the lota of poor Oi ia recorded in bia Journal 
in aftetionate and pathetic tenna. 
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Rasay, that he had committed a mistake, which gave 
that gentleman some uneasiness, lie wrote him a 
courteous and kind letter, and inserted in the news¬ 
papers an advertisement, correcting the mistake. (^) 

The observations of my friend Mr. Dempster (^) 
in a letter written to mo, soon after he had n‘ad Dr. 
Johnson’s book, are so just and liberal, that they 
cannot be too often repeated : — 

‘'There is nothing in the book, from beginning to end, 
that a Scotchman iwed to take amisa. What lie says 
of the country is true ; and his observationa on the 
people are what must natuially occur to a sensible, ob¬ 
serving, and rcdecting inhabitant of a convenient metro¬ 
polis, wiiere a man on thirty pounds a year may be better 
accommodatetl with all the little wants of life, than ('ol 
or Sir Allan. I am charmed with his researches con¬ 
cerning the Erse language, and the antiquity of their 
manuscripts. 1 ani quite convinced; and J shall rank 
Ossian and his Flngals and Oscars amongst tlic nursery 
tales, not the true history of our country, in all time to 
come. 

“ Upon the whole, die book cannot displease, for it 
has no pretensions. The author neither says he is a 
geographer, nor an antiquarian, nor very learned in the 
history of Scotland, nor a naturalist, nor a fossiUst, 
The manners of the people, and the face of the coimtiy, 
are all he attempts to dc»cribe, or seems to have thought 
of. Much were it to-be wished, that they who have 
travelled into more remote, and of course more curious 
regions, had all possessed his good sense. Of the state 
of learning, his observations on Glasgow University show 
he has formed a very sound judgment He understuids 
our climate too; and he has accurstely ohperved the 

(l) See VoL IV. p.298. —C.^ 

(S) See atUii p. IGO.^C. 
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however slow and imperceptible to us, which 
Scotland has uuderj^one, in conaequence of the bleBsings 
of liberty and internal peace.” 

Mr. Knox, another native of Scotland, who has 
since made the same tour, and published on account 
of it, is equally liberal. 

“ ] have read,” says he. his book rf;ain and again, 
travelled with him from Berwick to Glenelg, through 
countries with which 1 am well acquainted; sailed with 
him from Glenelg to Ru-say, Sky, Hum, Coll, Mull, and 
Icolinkil], but have not been able to correct him in any 
matter of consequence. 1 have often aflmired tl>e acru> 
racy, the precision, and the justness of what he advances, 
re»|icctiiig iwth the country and the iwnple.—'I'hc Bnctor 
lias every whore delivered his sentiments with frccdojn, 
and in many instances with a seeming regard for the 
benefit of the inhabitants, and the ornament of the coun> 
try. His remarks on die want of trees and hedges for 
sbadir, as well as for shelter to the cattle, are well founded, 
and merit tlie thanks, not the illiberal censure of the 
natives. He also felt for the distresses of the Highlanders, 
and explodes with great propriety tlte bad inaii^einont of 
the grounds, and the neglect of timber in the Hebrides.” 

V 

Having quoted Johnson's just compliments on th .; 
Aasay family, he says, — 

the other hand, I found this family equally 
lavish in their encomiums upon the Doctor’s conversation, 
and his subsequent civilities to a young gentleman of 
that country, who, upon waiting upon Mm at London, 
was well reedved, and experienced dl the attention and 
regard that a warm friend could bestow. Mr. Macleoil 
having also been in London, waited upon the the Doctor, 
who provided^a magniileent and expensive entertain¬ 
ment in honour his <dd Hebridean acquaintance.” 
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And, talking of the military road by Fort Augustus, 
be says, 

By this rotd, though one of the most rugged in 
Great Britain, the celebrated Dr. Jnlinson passed from 
Inrerncss to the Uebrlde Isles. Ills observations on 
the country and people are extremely correct judicious, 
and instructive."—p. 103. 

Mr. Tytler, the acute and able vindicator of Mary 
Queen of Scots, in one of his letters to Mr. Jaraos 
Elphinstone, published in that gentleman’s ** Forty 
Years’ Correspondence,” says,— 

I read Dr. Johnson's * Tour ’ with very great plea¬ 
sure. Some few errors be has fallen into, but of no great 
importance, anil those arc lost in the numberless beauties 
of his work. If 1 ha<l leisure, 1 could perhaps point 
out the most exceptionable places; but at present I am 
in the country, and liave not his book at hand. It Ik 
plain he meant to Bjx!ak well of Scotland ; and he has 
in my apprehension done us great honour in the most 
capitd ardcle, the character of the inhabitaDts.'’(‘) 

His private letters to Mrs. Thnile, written during 
the course of his jt^mey, which therefore may ]>e 
supposed to convey his genuine feelings at the time, 
abound in such benignant sentunent towards th^ 
people who showed him civilities, that no man whose 
temper is not very harsh and sour can retain a doubt 
of the goodness of his heart 

It is painful to recollect with what rancour he was 
assailed by numbers of shallow irri tableNorth Britbns, 
on account of his supposed injurious treatment of 

( 1 ) Boswell was so vehemently sttacked by hla AMtntrymen, 
M ir be were oarticept crimuiu with Dr. Johnson, that he 
tJiourtt it expedient to produce these teidmortttt Scotorum iti his 
own wfeoce.» C. 
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their country and countrymen, in his ‘‘ Journey/ 
Had there been any just ground for such a chaig^ 
would the virtuous and candid Dempster have given 
hi'-' opinion of the hook, in the terms^in which 1 have 
quoted ? AVuuld the patriotic Knox (>) have spoken 
of it a-i he lias done? Would Mr. Tytler, surely 
<4 2 if ever Scot there were,” 

have expressed himself thus ? And let me add, that, 
t'iti?:un of the world as 1 hold myself to be, 1 have 
tlint degri'c of predilection for my naialt solum, nay, 
I hate that just sense of the merit of an ancient 
natiou, which has been ever renowned fur its valour, 
M'hich in former times maintained iis independence 
against a powerful neighbour, and in modem times 
has been e(|u:dly distinguislied fur its ingenuity and 
industry in civilibed life, that I should have felt a 
generous indignation at any injustice done to it. 
Johnson treated Scotland no worse than he did even 
his best frumds, whose characters he used to give as 
they appeared to him, both in light and shade. Some 
people, whohad not exorcised their minds sufliciendy, 
condemned him for censuring his friends. But Sir 
Joshua lieynolds, whose philosophical penetration 
and justness of thinking were not less known to those 
who lived with him, than his genius in his art ad¬ 
mired by the world, explained bis conduct thus : — 

% 

( 1)1 observed with much regret, while the flret editioa was 
through the prefis (August ITOOX that this ingenious 
gontlcman is dead.— John Knox wa^ fof man; 

years a bodRellor of some eminence in the Strand. Besides 
the Tour to the Hebrides, he published a ** View of the British 
Kmpir^** aud seveaal wo^ having for their oUect the improve 
ment of the Scottish Fsberiea. He died at 0alkeiUi.] 
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** He was fond of discrimination, which he could not 
show without poUiting out the bad as well as tlte good 
in every character ; and as his friends were those whose 
characters he knew best, they afforded him the best 
opportunity for ritowing the acuteness of hia judgment.*’ 

He expressed to his friend, Mr. Windham of Nor¬ 
folk ('), his wonder at the extreme jealousy (2) of the 
Scotcli, and their resentment at having their country 
described by him as it re^ally was; when to say that 
it was a country as good as England would have 
been a gross falsehood. “ None of us,” said he, 
“ would be offended if a foreigner who has travelled 
here should say, that vines and olives don’t grow in 
England.” And as to bis pn'judiee against the 
Scotch, which I always ascribed to tliat nationality 
which he observed in them, he said to the same 
gentleman, “ When I find a Scote-hman, to whom 
an Englishman is as a Scotchman, that SnotchinaTi 
shall as an Englishman to roe.” His intimacy 
with many gentlemen of Scotland, and his employ¬ 
ing BO many natives of that country as his ama¬ 
nuenses, prove that his prejudice was not virulent; 
and I have deposited in the British Museum, amongst 
other pieces of his writing, the following note in 

4 

(l) The Right Hon. WillMm WindhAm of Felbrigg, born 
]750« died 1610. lie cuUieAtcd Johnson's acquaintance ftvr the 
last few joar^ of his life with great aaaiduity^ as will be aecu ju 
the sequel of this work. — G« 

(S) We may be allowed to exp r ess our wonder at the etirenu 
prejudice of Johnaon af^nst Scotland and the Scotch; which 
IS &e more surprising^ because he was himself a Jaroftlet and 
many of bis earliest acquaintances and aoma of* his nearest 
friends wrere Scotch. 1 hare a etrong sumdoo that there was 
Bome perumat cause for this unreasonable an^ aa it appagna 
wnoccmiUoU# antipathy. C» 
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answer to one from me, asking if he would meet me 
at dinner at the Mitre, though a ^end of mine, a 
Scotchman, was to be there: — 

** Mr. Johnson does not see why Mr. Boswell should 
suppose a Scotchman less acceptable than any other man. 
He will be at the Mitre.” 

My inuch'Valued friend Dr. Barnard, now Bishop 
of Killaloe, having once expressed to him an appre* 
hension, that if he should visit Ireland he might 
treat the people of that country more unfavourably 
than he had done the Scotch, he answered, with 
strong pointed double-edged wit, “ Sir, you have no 
reason to be afraid of me. The Irish are not in a 
conspiracy to cheat the world by false representations 
of the merits of their countrymen. No. Sir: the 
Irish are ^ fair penpU ;'—thvy never speak well <>f 
one another.” (') 

.iobnsoQ told me of an instance of Scottish nation¬ 
ality, which mode a very unfavourable impression 
upon his mind. A Scotchman of some consideration 
in London solicited him to recommend by the weight 
of his learned authority, to be master of an Englisli 
school, a person of whom he who recommemied him 
confessed he knew no more but that he was his eoiin- 
tryman. Johnson was shocked at this unconscion- 
tiouB conduct. 

O) Johnson one day adeed me, ** Have you observed the 
ditfvrence between your own country itnpu^nce end Scotch 
impudence ?** The eoswer being in the negetire; 1 

^itl tell you,** nid Johnson; << the impudence ^ an Irishman 
is the impudqpce of a ily that buues id>out you, and you put it 
away, but it reiunu again, and still flutters and tcMs. The 
impudence of a Scftcmau is the impudence g( a leech* that 
Axes and sucks your blooda^^^Muarar* 


VOL. V 
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All the miserable cavilliogs against his << Journey " 
in newspapers, pagazines, and other fugitive pub¬ 
lications, 1 can speak from certain knowledge, only 
furnished him with sport. At last there came out a 
scurrilous volume (‘}, larger than Johnson’s own, 
filled with malignant abuse, under a name, real or 
fictitious, of some low man in an obscure comer of 
Scotland, though supposed to be the work of another 
Scotchman, who has found moans to make himself 
M’ell known both in Scotland and England. 7'he 
effect which it had upon Johnson was, to product; 
this pleasant observation to Mr. Seward, to whom 
he lent the book: This fellow must be a block- 
nead. They don’t know how to go about their abuse 
Who will read a 6ve shilling book against me ? Nn. 
Sir, tr rney had wit, they should have kept 
me with pamphlets.” 

LtTTiftS06. FROM MU. BOSWELL. 

“Edinburgh, Fein IS. 1775. 

Yov would have been very well pleased if you haa 
dined with me to-day. I had for my guests, Macquhsrrie, 
yout^ Maclean of Col, the successor of our friend, a 
very amiable man, though not marked with such active 
^uiiities as his brother; Mr. Maclean of Torloisk in 
Mull (3), a gentleman of Sir AUan'a family ; and two 

( 1 ) ThU was, no doubt, the book ntyled “ Remarks on Dr. 
Samuel Johnson’s Journey to the Hebrides, &c., by the Rev 
X>onidd M'NiooL” It halo, by way of mot^ a citation frtw- 
Uay's Proverbs : “ Old mtn and (rauettert lu by sutbority. 
It was not printed till 1779. The second Scotchman, whom M , 
Boewell suppoaes to have helped in this work. Sir James Mack- ' 
inUwh very reasonably surraues to have been Afacyherson. — C. 

(S) Maclean of Torloisk was (rrandfather to tiie present 
Marchioness of Northampton.—W altie SboR.~[Me anie, 

P-JS-J 
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of the ekn Grant; 00 that the Highland and Hebridean 
genioB reigned* We had a great deal of conTersation 
ahont yottj and drank your health in a bumper. The 
toast was not proposed by mt, which is a circumstance 
to be remarked^ for I am now so connected with you» 
that any thing that I can say or do to your honour has 
not the value of an additional complimcrit* It is only 
giving you a guinea out of tliat treasure of admiration 
whicli already belongs to you, and which is no hj<lden 
treasure; for I suppose my admiration of you is co» 
fxistc'nt with the knowledge of my character. 

1 find that the Ilighlandcre and Hebrideans in 
general are much fonder of your ' Journey,' than the 
iow*country or hither Scots. One of the Grants said 
to-ilay, that he was sure you were a man of a good heart, 
and a candid man, and seemed to hope he should be aUe 
to convince you of the antiquity of a good proportion of 
the poi^ms of Ossian* After all that has passed, I think 
the matter is capable of being proved to a certun degree. 

I am told that Maepherson got one old Erse MS. from 
Clanranald, for the restitution of which he executed a 
formal obligation ; and it is affirmed, that the Gaelic 
(call it Erse or call it Irish) has been written in the 
Highlands and Hebrides for many centuries. It is 
reasonable to suppose, that such of the inhabitants as 
acquired any learning possessed the art of writing as 
well as their Iri^i neighbours and Celtic cousins ; and 
the question is, can sufficient evidence be shown of 
this ? 

Those who are skilled in ancient writings can de» 
termine the age of MSS., or at least can ascertain the 
century in which they were written; and if men of 
veracity, who are so s^ed, shall tell us that M8S. in 
^he possession of families in tlte Highlands and isles are 
the works of a remote age, 1 think we ^ould be con* 
vineed by riirir testimony. 
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** There is now come to this city, Ranald Macdonald, 
from the Isle of Egg, who has several MSS. of Erse 
poetry, which he wishes to publish by subseriptioD. I 
have engaged to take throe copies of (he book, the price 
of whicli is to be six shillings, as 1 would subscribe for- 
all the Erse that can be printed, be it old or new, that 
the language may be preserved. This man says, that 
some of his manuscripts are ancient; and, to be sure, 
one of them which was shown to me docs appear to 

have the duskiness of antiqui^.The inquiry is 

not yet quite hopeless, and I should think that the exact 
truth may be discovered, if proper means be used. 1 
am, &c. 

Jamss Boswell.” 

LKTTtH207. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

« Fi-b. 25. 1775. 

Dear Sir, — 1 am sorry diat I could get no books 
for my friends in Scotland. Mr. Strahan has at last 
promised to send two dozen to you. If they come, put 
the name of my friends into them; you may cut them 
out (’), and paste them with a little starch in the book. 

** You then are going wild about Ossian. Why do 
you think any part can be proved } The dusky manu¬ 
script of Egg is probably not fifty yeah old: if it be 
an hundred, it proves nothing. The tale of Clanranala 
is no proof. Has Clanranald told it } . Can be prove 
it ? There are, I believe, no Erse manuscripts. None 
of the old families had a single letter in Erse that 
we beard of. You say it is likely that they could 
write. The learned, if any levned there were, could; 
but knowing by that learning some written language, 
in that language they wrote, as letters had never b^ 
applied to their own. If diere are manuscripts, let, 
thm be shown, with some proof that they are not 

(l) From i lift in ^ hudwriang. 
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forged for the occasion. You say many can remember 
parts of Ossian. 1 believe all those parts are versiona 
of the English; at least there u no proof of their 
antiquity. 

** Macphcrson is asdd to have made some b'anslations 
himself; and having taught a boy to write it, ordered 
him to say that he had learnt it of his grandmother. 
The boy, when he grew up, told the story. This 
Mrs. Williams heard at Mr. Strahan's table. Don't be 
c.'edulouB; you know how little a Highlander can be 
tiusted. Macpherson is, so far as I know, very quiet. 
Is not that proof enough f Every thing is against him. 
No visible manuscript; no inscription in the language; 
no correspondence among friends: no transaction of. 
business, of which a angle scrap remains in the ancient 
families. Maephorson's pretence is that the character 
was Saxon. If he had not talked unskilfully of manu-. 
tcripif, he might have fought with oral tradition much 
longer. As to Mr. Grant’s information, 1 suppose be 
knows much less of the matter than ourselves. 

** In the mean time, the bookseller says that the 
sale (') Is sufficiently quick. They printed four thou¬ 
sand. Correct your copy wherever it ia wrong, and 
bring it up. Your inends will all be glad to see you. 

1 think of going myself into the country about May. 1 
am sorry Uut 1 have not managed to send the book sooner. 

1 have left four for you, and do not restrict you abso. 
lately to follow my directions in tile distribution. You 
must use your own discretion. 

Make my eomplimenta to Mrs. Boswell: I suppose 
she is now banning to fo^ve me. 1 am, dear Sir, 
your bumbk servaiit, 

Sam. Jobdtson." 

( 1 ) Of bft**Joaney to the Watem Islands of Scotland.'* 

R S 
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LnrwSOS. TO MRS. THRALE. 

*• UniToraitjr Collie, Oxford, March S. 1775> 

The fate of my proposal for our friend Mr.Carter (*) 
will be decided on Momlay. Those whom I hare tpolccn 
to are all friends. 1 hare not abated any part of the 
entrance or payment, for it has not been tliought too 
much, and 1 hope he will hare scholars. 

1 am very deaf ; and yet cannot well help being 
much in company, though it is often very uncomfort¬ 
able. Sut when 1 have done this thing, which I hope 
is a good thing, or jind that I cannot do it, 1 wisli to 
live a while under your care and protection." 

( 1 ) He visited Oxford, chic^, it would seem, with the 
friendly design of huving Mr. Carter established os riding- 
master there, under theThirhess of Quecnsbvrry's donation. 
See post, March la. 1776. — C. 
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Boawell revinits London. — PHer Garrick.—" Taxation 
no T)frannyr — Dr. Toveertt's Ansver." — Gerard 
Hamilton. — Sheridan 9 Gold Medal to Home.— 
Mrs. Ahingion.—Ctbhere " Nonjuror."—Boeu'dVt 
" Surveillance." — Garrick's ProhgtM. — The 
Adams. — Garrick's Imitations of Johnson. — Grays 
Odes. — Lord ChesU^rficld’s Letters. — Johnsons 
Diploma of LL.D. — Abyssinian Bruce. — Coleman's 
*’ Ctdes to Obscurity and Oblivion."— Masons "El- 
frida," and " Caractacus.” — The Bath-Easton Vase. 
— Fleet Street and Charing Cross. 

Ok Tuesday, 21 st March, I arrived in London; 
and on repairings to Dr. Johnson's before dinner, 
found him in liis study, sitting with Mr. Peter Gar¬ 
rick, the elder brother of David, strongly resembling 
him in countenance and voice, but of more sedate 
and placi4 manners.(<) Johnson informed me, that 
though Mr. Beauclerk was in great pain, it vw 
hoped he was not in danger, and that he now 
mshed to consult Dr. Heberden, to try the effect 
of a “ new understanding." Both at^this interview, 
and in the evening at Mr. Thrale's, where he and 
Mr. Peter GarrieV and 1 met again, he was vehement 
on the subject of the Ossian controversy; observing, 

(i) See 194., andMarch es. 1776.^ C.. 
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We do not know that there are any ancient Erse 
manuscripts; and we have no other reason to di^ 
believe that there are men with three heads, but that 
we do not know that there are any such men." He 
also was outrageous upon his snppoiiition that my 
countrymen ** loved Scotland better than truth,” 
saying, “ All of them, — nay not all, — but droves 
of them, would come up, and attest any thing for 
the honour of Scotland.” He also persevered in his 
wild allegation, that he questioned if there was a 
tree between Edinbuigh and the English border 
older than himself. I assured him he was mistaken, 
and suggested that the proper punishment would be 
that he should receive a stripe at every tree above 
a hundred years old, that was found within that 
space. He laughed, and said, I believe I might 
submit to it for a hatthee." 

The doubts which, in my correspondence with him, 
] had ventured to state as to the justice and wisdom 
of the conduct of Great Britain towards the A me* 
rican colonies, while 1 at Uie same time requested 
that he would enable me to inform myself upon that 
momentous subject, he had altogether disregarded; 
and had recently published a pamphlet, entitled 
Taxation no Tyranny; an Answer to the Resolu¬ 
tions and Address of the American Congress.”* (*) 
He had long before indulged most unfavourable 
B^timents ol^our fellow-subjects in America. For, 

. as^early as 1769,1 was told by Dr. John Campbell, 
tint he bad sud of them, ^ Sir, they ai^ a race of 


(>) {Publubad March 7.177^ by T. Csd^jU ia the Stnnd.] 



*rAT. GG. TAXATION NO tTBAKNY.” 249 

convicts, and ought to be thankful for any thing we 
allow thorn short of hanging." 

Of this perfoimance I avoided to talk with him ; 
for 1 had now formed a clear and settled opinion, that 
the people of America were well warranted to resist 
a claim that their fellow-subjects in the mother coun¬ 
try should have the entire command of their fortunes, 
by taxing tliem without their own consent; and the 
extreme violence which it breathed appeared to me 
so unsuitable to the mildness of a Christian philoso¬ 
pher, and so directly opposite to the principles of 
peace which ite had so beautifully recommended in 
lus pamphlet respecting Falkland’s Islands, that I 
was sorry to see him appear in so unfavourable a 
light. Besides, 1 could not perceive in it that ability 
of argument, or that felicity of expression, for which 
he was, upon other occasions, so eminent. Positive 
assertion, sarcastical severity, and extravagant ridi¬ 
cule, which be himself reprobated as a test of truth, 
w<-rc united in this rhapsody. 

U'hat this pamphlet was written at the desire of 
those who were then in power, 1 have no doubt(^), 
and, indeed, he owned to me, that it had been revised 
and curtailed by some of them. He told me that 
they had struck out one passage, which was to this 
effect: 

% 

That the colonists could nidi no sdidity argue from 

(1)1 cannot believe that this coarse and foolish phrase sraa 
reiuly uttered by Johnson* If it or any tfaiog like it was saidt 
it certain^referred to some pardcutar ctm in discuanoa at thf 
iime.^U 1835* 

(a) Yet see Voh IZ* p« Ml* and n. — C. 
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their not having been taxed while in their infancy^ that 
they should not now be uxed. We do not put a calf 
into the plough ; wc wait dll he is an ox." 

He said, ** They struck it out either ciitically as 
too ludicrous, or politically as too exasperating. I 
care not u'hich. It was their business. If an archi> 
tect says I will build live stories* and the man wiio 
employs him says I will have only three, the em- 
ployer is to decide." “ Yes, Sir," said I, “ in ordinary 
cases : but should it be so when the architect gives 
his skill and labour gratis f " 

Unfavourable as 1 am constrained to say my opin* 
ion of this pamphlet was, yet since it was congenial 
with the sentiments of numbers at that time, and as 
every thing relating to the writings of Dr. Johnson 
is of importance in literary hbtory, 1 shall therefore 
insert some passages which were struck out, it docs 
not appear why, either by himself or those who re> 
vised it. They appear printed in a few proof leaves 
ef it in my possession, marked with corrections in 
his own handwriting. 1 shall distinguish them by 
italics. 

In the paragraph where he says, the Americans 
werelncit^ to resistance by European intelligence 
from 

** men whom they thought their fiiendi, but lAto were 
friends only to dmmselves," 

there followed — 

** end made by tMr seifithnesi, the enemke their 
eountry.** • 

And the next, paragraph ran thus:^ 
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On the original contriven of mischief, ntht/r than 
cn thoM tohom they have deluded, let an insulted nation 
pour out its Tengeance.” 

Tltc paragraph which came next was in these 
words: 

** Unhappy it that country tn which men can hope for 
advancement by farouring its. enemiee. The tranquiUity 
of i-table government is not always easily preserved against 
the machinations r.f single tRnova/or« / but what can be 
tlic hope of quiet, when factions hostile to the legislature 
can be openly formed and openly avowed f ” 

AfU-r the paragraph which now concludes the 
pamphlet, there follow?) this, in which he certainly 
moans tlie great Earl of Chatham, and glances at a 
certain popular Lord Chancellor. (') 

If by the fortune of war, they drive us utterly 
atoay, what they wilt do neM con only be conjectured 
If a new monarchy is erected, they wilt teant a king. 
He who first takes into his Itand the sceptre tf America 
should have a name, qf good omen. William has Item 
known both a conqueror and deliverer; and perhaps 
England, however contemned, might yet supply them with 
another Wu.liaii. Whigs, indeed, are not willing to be 
goverrwd; and it is possible that King William may be 
strongly inclined to guide their measures: but Whigs 
htive been cheated like other mortals, and suffered their 
leader to beoome their tyrant, under the name of thdr 
protector. What more they will receive from England, 
no man can tell. In their rudiments qf empire they may 
want a chancellor.” 

Then came this paragraph $ 

** Their numbers are, at present, not fuUe sv^eat 


( 1 ) Lord C«mden..^C, 
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,/br the greatrte»$ t^ieh, in some /brm of govhmment or 
other, it to ritnil the aneieTit monarchies; but by Dr. 
FranJdins rule ^f progression, they viU, in a century 
and a quarter, be more than equal to the inhahitants qf 
Europe, When the Whigs of America are thtts multiplied, 
let the princes of the earth tremble in their palaces. If 
they should continue to double and to dovJ^, tAeir own 
hemisphere woidd ntd contain them. But let not our 
boldest oppugners of authority look fbnoard vnth delight 
to thisfUurity of Whiggism.*' 

How it ended I know not, as it is cut off abruptly 
at the foot of the last of these proof pages. 

His pamphlets in support of the measures of ad¬ 
ministration were published on his own account, and 
be afterwards collected them into a volume, with 
the title of ** Political Tracts, by the Author of the 
Rambler,” with this motto: 

** Fallitor egregio quisquU mb prindpe credit 
Scrritium; nunqusm libertaH gratior extst 
Qasm mb rege po.**— CUtwMwtu. 

These pamphlets drew upon him numerous attacks. 
Against the comm<m we^mns of literary warfare he 
was hardened; but there were two instances of anim¬ 
adversion which I communicated to him, and from 
what I could judge, both from his silence and his 
looks, appeared to me to impress him much, (i) 

One was, ** A Letter to Dr. Samuel Johnson, oc- 
ctsioned by his late political Publications.” It ap- 

CI) Mr. Boswell, bjr a very nstur^ wejudice, construes 
JtiAoaon’t mlence md loiks ioto g oin^Uuu g like a concurrence in 

own sentto^te; but it doet not ^>peftr that Jenson erer 
abated one jot^of the flnnnm and de^don ot 2ui opthion on 
these questioni. See his conrerution paidn%t and hia ktter to 
John Weale 7 », Febs 6. md. —& 


1 
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peared previous to his “ Taxation no Tyranny,” and 
was written by Dr. Joseph Towers. (*) In that per¬ 
formance, Dr. Johnson was treated with the respect 
due to so eminent a man, while his conduct as a 
political writer was boldly and pointedly arraigned, 
as inconsistent with the character of one, who, if he 
did employ his pen upon politics, 

it might reasonably be expected should distinguish 
himself, not by party violence and rancour, but by 
moileration and by wisdom.” 

It concluded thus:— 

" I would, however, wish you to remember, should 
you again address the public under the character of a 
political writer, tliat luxuriance of imaginadon or energy 
of language will ill compensate for the want of candour/ 
of justice, and of truth. And 1 shall only add, that 
should 1 hereafter he disposed to read, as 1 heretofore 
ha\ e done, the most excellent of tffi your performances, 
* The Rambler,’ the pleasure which I have been ac¬ 
customed to find in it will be much diminished by the 
reflection that the writer of so moral, so elegant, and so 
valuable a work, was capable of prostituting his talents 
in such productions as * The False Alarm,’ the ‘ Thoughts 
on the Transactiona respecting Falkland’s Islands,’ and 
‘ The Patriot.'" . 

1 am willing to do justice to the merit of Dr. 
Towers, of whom 1 will say, that although I ab¬ 
hor (2) hia Whiggiah democratical notions and 

( 1 ) [Dr. Joseph Towers, a miieellaneous writer, and a 
preacher among the Unitarians, was bom in 17S7, anddi^ 1799.] 

(8) Mr. Boswell is here very 'inemwistent; for, abhorring 
Dr. Towerfs iFUggiik <ltmoertUkal nodosa wd properuHiet, 
how can he allow any w^ht to his oplniona in a case which 
culled these prop|nBlties into AiU eS^} and above all, how 
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propensities (for I will not call them principles), 
1 esteem as an ingenious, knowing, and ve<y con¬ 
vivial man. 

The other instance was a paragraph of a letter 
to me, from my old and most intimate friend the 
Rev. Mr. Temple, who wrote the character of Gray, 
which has had the honour to be adopted both by 
Mr. Mason and Dr. Johnson in their accounts of 
that poet. The words were, 

** How can your great, I will not say your pious, but 
your moral friend, support the barbarous measures of 
administration, which they have not the face to ask even 
their infidel pensioner Hume to defend 

However confident of the rectitude of Iiis own 
mind, Johnson may have felt sincere uneasiness 
that his conduct should be erroneously imputed 
to unworthy motivq| by good men; and that the 
influence of his valuable writings should on that 
account be in any degree obstructed or lessened. 

He complained to a right honourable friend (i) 


could he suppose that Dr. Johnson, with his known feelings 
and opinioiw, could be influenced by a person professing such 
doctrines C. 

( 1 ) Mr. Gerard Hamilton. This anecdote ia wholly at 
variance with Mr. Boswell's own assertion, anU, VoL II. p. 140.; 
and —without going the whole length of that assertion, “that 
Johnson’s pension bad no ioflumce vkattoever on his political 
poblicatioDs” —Mr. Hamilton’s anecdote may be doubted, not 
only from a consideration of Johnson’e own character and prin- 
oples, but from the evidence of aU his other friends — persons 
wtio knew him more intimate^ than Mr. Hamilton —Mrs. 
^mle, Mr. Murphy, Sir J. Hawkins, Mr. Tyers—who all 
declare that his political pamphlets expressed tb^ opi»i'>ns 
which in private conversation he ahnys maintained. Mr. Boa- 
well, we nave seeo, was of the same opinion as to Jobnsci/a 
■nceriQr, till heiocA up the adverse si^ of fie political quca- 
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of distinguished talents and very elegant manners, 
with whom he maintained a long Intimacy, and 
whose generosity towards him will afterwards ap¬ 
pear, that his pension having being given to h!m as 
a literary character, he had been applied to by ad¬ 
ministration to write political pamphlets; and be 
was even so much irritated, that he declared his 


resolution to resign his pension. His friend showed 
him the impropriety of such a measure, and he 
afterwards expressed his gmtitude, and said be had 
received good advice. To that friend he oocf sig¬ 
nified a wisli to liave his pension secured to him 
for his life; but he neither asked nor received from 


government any reward whatsoever for his political 
labours 

OnFnday, March 24., I met him at theLiTERARi 
CnVB, where were Mr. Beaucterk, Mr. Langton, 


Mr. Colman, Dr. Percy, Mr. Vesey, Sir Charles 
Bunbury, Dr. George Fordyce, Mr. Steevens, and 
Mr. Charles Fox. Before he came in, we talked of his 


** Journey to the Western Islands,*’ and of his coming 
away, “ willing to believe the second 8ight(>),’* 
which seemed to excite some ridicule. I was then so 


impressed with the truth of many of the stories of 
wluoh I hod been told, that I avowed my conviction, 
saying, “ He is anlj mUin^ to believe: I do believe. 
The evidence is enough for me, though not for his 
great mind. What wiQ not fill a quart bottle will 


-tion. Then, iodeed, h« idmits, not onlf without eontrsdietioiit 
but with s a^edei df conflrnistion, Mr. Hamilton’s snecdott. 
—C. 


(i) Johnun*! \Joumey to the Western of ScoU 

Isndr—Works, vffL viii. ^ S4T. 
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£11 a pint bottle. I am filled with belief.” ** Arc 
vuu ? ” said Colman; then cork it up.” 

I found his Journey” the common topic of 
conversation in London at this tiroe> wherever I 
happened to be. At one of Lord Mansfield's formal 
Sunday evening conversations, strangely called Xe- 
vecs, his lordship addressed me, “ We have alt been 
reading your travels, Mr. Boswell.*’ I answered, I 
was but the humble attendant of Dr. Johnson.” 
The Chief-Justice replied, with that air and man¬ 
ner which none, who ever saw and heard him, can 
forget, “ He speaks ill of nobody but Ossian.” 

Johnson was in high spirits this evening at the 
club, and talked with great animation and success. 
He attacked Swift, as he used to do upon all occa- 
sidbs. “ The ‘ Tale of a Tub ’ is so much superior 
to his other writings, that one can hardly believe he 
was the author of it (*): tlicrc is in it such a vigour 

(1) This doubt ha« been much agitated on both aidca, I think 
without (rood reoun. See Addiam's “ Freeholder,** Majr 4th, 
1714; " An Apology for the Talc of a Tub; ** Dr. Hawkes- 
worth's “ Prerace to Swift’s Works," and Swift’s “ letter to 
Tooke the Printo’,” and Tooke’s •* Answer " in that collection ( 
Sheridan’s *' Idfe of Swift; ’* Mr. Couiten^'s note on p. 3. of 
his Political Review of the Literary and Mortf Charaoter of 
Dr. Johnsonj” and Mr. Cooksey's “Essay on the Life and 
Character of John, Lord Somn^ Baron of Evedum.” Dr 
Johnson bore speaks only to the mterMo/ndetnue. I take leave, 
to diflbr from ram, haring a very Ugh estimation of the powers 
of Dr. Swtfl. His “ Sentiments of a Cburcb-of-Eogland- 
nian;" fats “ Sermon on the Trimty,'* and other serious pieces, 
prove his learning as well as his acuteness in logic and meta- 
pbyacs; and tiis various compontioiw of a different cast exhibit 
not only wit, humour, and ridicule, but e knovHedge “ of nature, 
and art, and life ] ** a eombinatioa, therefore, of those powers, 
wiua (as the “Apology” aaya)“the author was'younm his 
invention at the height, and hia reading fresh in his tMad,** 
mhiht aittelr prothice “ The Tale of a Tub. V- B.« See anU, 
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of mind, such a swarm of thoughts, so much of na¬ 
ture, and art, and life." I wondered to hear liim 
say of “ Gullivers Travels,” “ When once you 
have thought of big men and little men, it is very 
(>4isy to do all the rest.” I endeavoured to make a 
stand for Swift, and tried to rouse those who weiv 
much more able to defend him; but in vain. John¬ 
son at last, of his own accord, allowed very great 
merit to the inventory of articles found in th^ 
pocket of “ the Man Mountain,” particularly the 
description of his watch, which it was conjectured 
was his God, as he consulted ft up<m all occasions. 
He observed, that Swift put his name to but two 
things (after he had a name to put), " The Plan 
for the Improvement of the English Language,” 
and the last “ Drapier’s Letter.” 

From Swift, there was an easy transition to 
Mr. Thomas Sbendaii. Johkson, ** Sheridan is a 
wonderful admirer of the tragedy of Douglas, and 
resented its author with a gold raedaL Some 
years ago, at a coffee-house in Oxford, 1 called to 
him, ' Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Sheridan, how come you 
to give a gold medal to Home, for writing that 
foolish play ?' This, you see, was wanton and inso¬ 
lent; but 1 meant to be wanton and insolent. A 
medal has no value but as a stamp of merit. And 
was Sheridan to assume to hims^f the r^ht of 
giving that stamp ? If Sheridan was ^magnificent 
enough to bestow a gold medal as an honorary 
reward ofi dramatic ezceUence, he should have re¬ 
quested one of the Universities to choose the 
person on whbkn it should be conferred. Sheridan 
vnr.. V. a 
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had no right to give a stamp of merit: it was 
counterfeiting ApoUo’s com.”(') 

On Monday^ March 27•> I bre^fasted with him at 
Mr. Strahan's. He told us, that he was cngt^ed to 
go that evening to Mrs. Abington’s benefit. She 
was visiting some ladies whom I was \isitiiig, and 
begged that 1 would come to her benefit. 1 told 
her 1 could not hear: but she insisted so much on 
my coming, that it would have been brutal to have 
rcfusecl her.” This was a speech quite cberactfr* 
istical. Ito4oved to bring forward his having been 
in the gay circles of life; and he was, perhaps, a 
little vain of the solicitations of this elegant and 
fashionable actress. He told us, the play was to be 
“ The Hypocrite,” altered from Cibber’s “ Non¬ 
juror,” so as to satirise the Methodists. " I do not 
think,” said he, “ the character of the Hypocrite 
justly applicable to the Methodists, but it is very 
applicable to the Nonjurors. 1 once said to. 
Dr. Madon (^), a clergyman of Ireland, who was a 

Cl) The medal was oreaented in 1757j and as it does net 
appear that Johnson and Sberidao crer met after the aflkir of 
the pension 1762% this fact occurred probabi; in John* 
son's visit to Oxford, in 1759s It aecma, themore, that John* 
son had begun to te ^*w<trUcn and tneoUfU ** towards Sheridan 
before tbe pension hod ewaed the cup of to overfiow, Mr. 
Whyte, the friend of Sberidao, gives the mstory of the medoi 
thus: ** When Sheridan undertook to play Ihuglas in Dubli»« 
he had liberally written to Home, promising him the profits cd 
Ibe third night. It happened, however, that these proflts fell 
very short, and Sheridan was rather perplexed what to do. At 
flrat, he thought cAring tlie authew a piece of plate, but, on 
the suggestion of Ur. Whyie, the idea of a medal was adopted.** 4 
When^chnsOD called Doties foolish play,’*i»he was not 
0 &V wwif on aod as be admita, but abowed wy bad 

tas^ astd Tory violent pf^judice.*«> C« 

(£) Ko diMiU a miatahe for Dr. Maddetu See onlI> Vol. 11. 
P.7Sf«*C« 
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great Whig, that perhaps a Noqjuror would have 
been less criminal in taking the oaths imposed by 
the ruling power, than refusing them; because re-* 
fusing them necessarily laid him under almost an 
irresistible temptation to be more criminal; for a 
man must live, and if he precludes himself from the 
support furnished by the establishment will proba* 
bly be reduced to very wicked shifts to maintain 
liimself/’ (^) Boswell. I should think, Sir, that 
a man who took the oaths contrary to his principles 
was u determined wicked man, because be was sure 
ho was committing p^ijury: whereas a Nonjuror 
might be insensibly led to do what was wrong, 
without being so directly conscious of it.*' 

(1) Thii was not merclT a cursory rcTDork; for, in hb i^fe 
of F^ton, h« observes, ** Wiib many other wi^c and v^ituous 
men, who, at that time of dacotd and debate (about the Vegio. 
ingof this century), consulted conscience, well ill formed, 
more Chad interest, he doubted the legality of the mvernment; 
rind refusing to qualify himself for public em|Moyment, by 
t'iking the oaths left the University wirbemt a degree* 

This conduct Johnson calls ** perverMmess of integrity. ** The 
question concerning the morality of tahinff oaths, of whatever 
kind, iropoaed by the prerailJng power at uie rather than 
to ho excluded mm ail consequence, or even any cousi^rablo 
usefulness in society, has been agitated with all the acuteness of 
casubrny. It is related, that be who devised the oath of 
juration profligately boasted, that be had framed a test which 
should <*damn one 4ialf of the nation, and starve the other/* 
Upon minds not exalted to inflvible recthud^ or minds in 
wUch seal for a party is predemtinant to excess, taking oath 
against conviction may have be^ palliated under the plea uf 
necessity, or ventured upon in heat, as upon tfie whole pfo* 
ducing more good than eviL At a coun^ election in Scotland, 
many years a^ when there was a warm contest b^ween the 
ftiends of the Hanoverian succesBkm, and those against it, the 
oath of at^ation baring been demanded, the fVeefiolden upon 
one ride rose to go away. Upon which a very sanguine gentle^ 
mao, one of their number, ran to the door to atop them calling 
out with tnucli eargeatn^ ** Slay, stay, my ftiesds, and let ua 
fwesr the rogues out of Uf ** 

s a 
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«ov. *' Why, Sir, a man who goes to bed tu his 
^tron’s wife is pretty sure that he is committing 
cnekedness." BosweLl. ** Did the sonjuring 
clergyman do so, Sir ? '* Johnson. 1 am afraid 
many of them did." (') 

1 was startled at this argument, and could bj 
no means think it convincing. Had not liis own 
father complied with the requisition of govern¬ 
ment (^), (as to whi^ he once otwerved to me, 
when I pressed him upon it, T/utt^ Sir, he was to 
settle with himself,”) he would jwubably have 
thought more unfavourably of a Jacobite who took 
the oaths; 

“ bad he not membli'd 

My father a& he wore ■ 

Mr. Stralian talked of launching into the great 
ocean of London, in order to have a chance f(ft 
rising into eminence; and observing that many men 
were kept back from trying their fortunes there, 
because they were born to a competency, said. 

Small certainties are the banc of men of talents 
which Johnson confirmed. Mr. Strahan put John- 


(1) What eridence is tbm of this being the ]»VTeUiDg lin of 
the nonjoriog clergy beyond Cibber’s comedy, which, 
cndcnce u a cotnray would be in any such case, is next to 
none at all on this occasion for Cibber’s play was a m«re 
adaptation of M^^e’s Tarh^e 9 — C. 

(C) Estratt from the book containing the proceedings of the 
corpmtion of Lichfield: ** 19th July, 1712, Agreed that Hdr. 
Michael Johnson be^ and he U hereby elected a ma^stniie azvd 
br^er of Aeir iDcorporation; ^ dey is given him to Thursday 
nelt to the ottb of fidelity and allMianc^ and the oath m ^ 
a magistraloe 6igoed» Ac** fiSth July» 1712a Mr. Johnson 
took Ihe o$ih of allegiaoc^ and that he believed there was no 
transobsteotiotion ta the Sacrament of LorAa SuppVi 
itef'jftp ftca** Hanwoooa ' 
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son in mind of & remark which he had made to 
him: “ There are few ways in which a man can be 
more innocently employed than in getting mone” ” 
** The more one thinks of this,” said Strahan, “ the 
juster it will appear.” 

Mr. Strahan had taken a poor boy from the conn* 
tiy as an apprentice, upon Johnson's recommend¬ 
ation. Johnson having inquired after him, said, 
“ Mr. Strahan, let me hare five guineas on account, 
and I 'll giVe this boy one. Kay, if a man recom¬ 
mends a boy, and does nothing for him, it is sad 
work. Call him down.” 

I followed him into the court-yard ('), behind 
Mr. Straban’s house; and there 1 had a proof of 
what 1 had heard him profess, that he talked alike 
to aU. ** Some people tell you that they let them¬ 
selves down to the capacity of their hearers. 1 
never do that I speak uniformly, in as intelligible 
a manner as I oan.” 

$ _ 

“ Weil, my boy, how do you go on ? ” Pretty 

well, Sir; but they are afraid 1 ar' n’t strong enough 

fc r some parts of the business.” Johnson. “ Why 

I idiall be sorry for it; for when you consider with 

now little mental power and corporeal labour a 

orinter can get a guinea a week, it is a very dc- 

hiraUe occupation for you. Do you hear—take 

% 

( 1 ) Thia wu ** turveilltmce” as the French call it» with a 
▼engeanee 1 and ibis fac^ which Mr* Boiwell owns with such 
Bmuatna iimplicity» maj b« imkWMsm qweimeo of the 

he eiercis^ over J<^ 80 iu The reader will have 
observed, that two French phrases are him used, because, 
though Mr. fioowtil'a afihetionate euzjotf^ led /dm into luch 
courses, Engliab^shanners have no \such prmcUce, nor the 
Eijgliab lasguage a term to daaerfhe it 

• 8 
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all the p^Ds you can; and if this does not do, we 
^must thinV of some other way of life for you. 
There’s a guinea." 

Here was one of the many, many instances of his 
active benevolence. At the same time, the slow 
and sonorous solemnity with which, while he bent 
himself down, he addressed a little thick short- 
legged boy, contrasted with tiie boy’s awkwardness 
and awe, could not but excite some ludicrous 
emotions. ' 

I met him at Drury Lane playhouse in the evening. 
Sir Joshua Reynolds, at Mrs. Abington’s request, 
had promised to bring a body of wits to her benefit; 
and having secured forty places in the front boxes, 
had done me the honour to put me in the group. 
Johnson sat on the seat directly behind me; aud as 
he could neither see nor hear at such a distance from 
the stage, he was wrapped up in grave abstraction, 
and seemed quite a cloud, amidst all the sunshine 
of glitter and gaiety. I wondered at his patience in 
sitting out a play of five acts, and a farce of two. 
He said very littie; but alter the prologue to " Bon 
Ton " had been spoken, which he could bear pretty 
well from the more slow and distinct utterance, he 
talked on pr(dogne*writing, and observed, Dryden 
has written prologues superior to any that David 
Garrick has written; but David Garrick has written 


more good prologues than Dryden has donei It is 


wonderful that he has been able to write such 


varied of them." ^ 

At Mr. Beauolerk’s, where I supped, was Mr. Crar- 
rick, whom I made happy with JoI^d'i praise of 
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his prolo^es; and I suppose in gratitude to him, he 
took up one of his favourite topics, the nationality 
of tlie Scotch, which he maintained in a pleasant 
manner, with the aid of a little poetical fiction. 
** Come, come, don’t deny it: they arc really na¬ 
tion^. Why, now, the Adams are as liberal>mindcd 
men as any in the world • but, I don’t know how it 
is, all their workmen are Scotch. You are, to be 
sure, wonderfully free from that nationality; but so 
it happens, that you employ the only Scotch shoe¬ 
black in London.” (') He imitated the manner of 
his old master with ludicrous exaggeration; repeat¬ 
ing, with pauses and half-whistlings interjected, 

“ Ob homini sublime dedit,—.cxlumquo tucrl 
Jusbity—ct crcctOB ad t4dcra-~tollere vultusi*^ 

looking downwards all the time (^)» and, while pro* 
nouncing tlie four last wortfs, absolutely touching 
the ground with a kind of contorted gesticula* 
tions 


(1) Sec anlif VoL 1II» p. 286. —C. 


(t) Thk ediibition of JobTVM>n’s dounward look and geniicu^ 
lationi while reciting ot sttbUrm and toUere euAto, rceemblos one 
wfaid Sjord Byron describes Mr. Grattan’s manners in 
private life were odd, but natui^ Curran used to take him oif» 
ootiw^ to the very groundf and *tksoiking Gcd that he had no 
peeuhafity of gesture or avgearmcCf in a way iircsisUbly ridicu* 
loua,’*—Moore’s Lift ot ^jroiii toL u p. 40&—C. 


(S) Mr. Whyte haa related an anecdote of Jofarmm’s violence 
of ffestieuletion# wtaicb^ but for this evidence of Garrick*^ one 
eoi& have hardlj believed« The bouse on the right at the 
bottom of Beeuroit Buildings was occu|ued by Mr. Chamber* 
laine, Mnl Sheridan’s eldest brother (an eminent surgeon^ by 
whom Johnson was often invited in the snug way with the 
family parqr. At one of tboae social meetings Jcdmsoii as usual 
sat nert the lady ef the bouse ; the dewert still eontinulngt end 
the ladMi Jn no haste to withdiuw, Mrs* Chamberlaine had 

I . 
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Garrick, however, when he pleased, could imitate 
Jcdinaon veiy exactly; for that great actor, with hi^ 
distinguished powers of expression which were so 
universally admired, possessed also an admirable 
talent of mimicry. He was always jealous (i) that 
Johnson spoke lightly of him. I recollect his ex> 
hibiting him to me one day, as if saying, “ Davy 
has some convivial pleasantry about him, but’t is a 
futile fellow;" which he uttered perfectly with the 
t me and air of Johnson. 

I cannot too frequently request of my readers, 
while they peruse my account of Johnson’s converse 
ation, to endeavour to keep in mind his deliberate 
and strong utterance. His mode of speaking was 
indeed very impressive ; and 1 wish it could be 


moT«d ft little back from the tAble^ ftnd ww cerclondy Wangling 
her foot backwards and forwards Mh she Kat» ei\|ayitig *thc feast 
of reason and the flow of soul.' Johosooi the while* in a 
moment of abstraction* wbm convulsively working his hand up 
and down* which the lady observing ahe roguishly edged her 
foot within his reach* and, as might partly have been etpecied, 
Johnson clenched hold of it* and drew off her shoe: she started* 
and hastily eiciaimcd* * O* fle! Mr« Johnson f ’ llie company 
at first knew not what to make of it: but one of them* per¬ 
ceiving the joke* tittered. JohniOB, not imimbably aware ol 
the tri^ apoloif^sed. * Nay* Madam, recollect youraw'; I know 
not that 1 uve justly incurred your rebuke; the emotion w'aa 
Involuntary* ana the action not intentionally rude.''' — Whyte* 
MisceL Nova* p. 50* —C« 

( 1 ) On the contrary* the anecdote which fdlowa rather proves 
that Garrick had learned to r^iel Juboson*! contemptuous ex¬ 
pressions with an ea^ gaiety. — 

(t) My noble friend Lord Fembfoke said once to me at 
Wilton* with a happy pleasantry and some tni^ ^*that Dr« 
Jobnson*s sayings would not appear so eztraordinesy* were it 
not fbr his bvviMMe The sayingi tkamselves are geoti* 

rally of starling merit; but* doubtlem* ms fPMmner was in addi* 
tion to tiietr edhet: and tfurefore riiould de ittMded to as 
much Ol may be* It Is necessary however- to guard those who 
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pruserred as music is written, according to the very 
ingenious method of Mr. Steele ('), who has shown 
how the recitMioii of Mr. Garrick, and other emi¬ 
nent speakers, might be transmitted to posterity 
in score. (2) 

Next day I dined with Johnson at Mr. Thrale’s. 
He attacked Gray, calling him “ a dull fellow.” 
Boswbll. “ I understand he was reserved, and 
might appear dull in company; but surely he was 
not dull in poetry.” Johnson. ** Sir, be was dull 
in company, dull in his closet, dull every where. 
He was dull in a new vray, and that made many 
people think him gubat. He was a i^jcchanical 
poet.” He theti repeated some ludicrous lines, 
which have escaped ray memory, and said, “ Is not 
that GREAT, like his Odes?” Mrs. Thrale mun- 

wore not acquainted with him a^inat overcharged rraftationa or 
caricatures of his manner, whicn are frequently atteniptod, and 
nymy of which are second-hand copies from the late Mr. Hetw 
darson, the ac’tor, who, though a good mimic of some persons^ 
did not represent Johnson correcUy* 

()} See <<Prosudia Kationalis; or, an Ewy towarda erta* 
bbshing the Melody and Measure of Speech, to be expressed 
and perpetuated by peculiar Symbols. London, 1779-** 

f 2) I Qse the phrase m score, as Dr« Johnson has explained it 
hi 018 Dictionary. A loag m Scoaa, the words with the mu- 
aical notes of a song anoexod.** But I understand that in 
adentifle propriety it means all the. parts of a muxieal compote 
ition noted down in the characto^ by which it is exhibited to the 
eye of the skiUul.*«B. — It was deiiafMtum that Steele pro¬ 
tended to reduce to notation by new ebaracten* This he cbUciI 
the mdodtf of speech, not the wUch the term in $corc 

inpliea —Boekxt. — Hie tme meaning of the term iconr is^ 
that when Suisic, in diilbreot parts fior di&retit voices or instru¬ 
ments, is written on the aame page, the ban, instead of being 
drawn only across eioh stave, are, to lead tbe ayca of the leveml 
performers, w re J from the top to the hetUm of tbe pagaa—C« 
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tained that his Odes were melodious; upon which 
he exclaimed, 

“ Weave the warp, and weave the wMf; 

I added, in a solemn tone, 

The winding-sheet of Edward’a race.* 

There is a good line. — " Ay,” said he, “ and the 
next line is a good one (pronoaneing it con¬ 
temptuously), 

* Give ample verge and room enough.’— 

No, Sir, there are but two good stanzas in Gray's 
poetry, which are in his * Elegy in a Countiy 
Churchyard.’*’ He then repeated the stanza, 

'* For who to dumb forgetfulnen a prep,* dec. 

mistaking one word; for instead of preeincts he 
sud confinee. He added, ** The other stanza I 
forget” 

A young lady(') who had married a man much 
her inferior in rank being mentioned, a question 
arose how a woman’s relations should behave to her 
in such a situation; and, while I recapitulate the 
debate, and recollect what has since happened, I 
cannot but be struck in a manner that delicacy (^) 
forbids me to express. While 1 contended that 
ought to be ti«ated with an inflexible steadiness of 


(1) No doubt Ladj Susan Fo^ eldeat dau|dtter of the flr» 
Earl of Ilchester, bom in 1743, who, in 1778, married Mr. 
William O’Brien, an actor. She died in 1037. —C. 

(S) Mr. BoewcU’s defioBcy to Mn. Pioisi ia quite eicD|daiT! 
but after all, there is nothing vriiich he baa iOMBuated or uud 
too bad fbr tuch a lamentable and degrading weaknesi ai abs 
waa guiUjof in her tnairiage with Mr. C. 
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displeasure/ Mrs. Thrale was all for mildness and 
forgiveness, and> according to the vulgar phrase, 
*< making the^est of a bad bai^ain.” Jomnsok. 
** Madam, we must distinguish. Were I a man of 
rank, ^ would not let a daughter starve who had 
made .. mean marriage; but having voluntarily de-* 
graded herself from the station M'hich she was 
originally entitled to hold, I would support h^r 
only in that which she herself had chosen; and 
would not put her on a level with my other 
daughters. You arc to consider, Madam, that it is 
our duty to maintain the subordination' of civilised 
society; and when there is a gross and shameful 
deviation from rank, it should be punished so as to 
deter others from the same pevversiuu.” 

After frequently considering this subject, I am 
more and more confirmed in what 1 then meant to 
express, and which was sanctioned by the authority, 
and illustrated by the wisdom of Johnson; and I 
think it of the utmost consequence to the happiness 
ot society, to which subordination is absolutely ne* 
cessary. It is weak and contemptible, and unworthy, 
in a parent to relax in such a case. It is sacrificing 
general advantage to private feelings. And let it be 
considered that the claim of a daughter who has acted 
thus, to be restored to her former situation, is either 
fantastical or unjust. If there be no value in the 
distinction of rank, what does she suffer by being 
kept in the situation to which she has descended? 
If there be a value in that distinction, it ought to be 
steadily nuuntalned. If indulgence be shown to such 
conduct, and the offenders know that in a longer or 
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shorter time tlicj sliall be received as well as if they 
had Dot cootamiuated their blood by a base allisjice, 
the great check upon that inordinate caprice which 
generally occasions low marriages will be removed, 
and tlic iair aud comfortable order of improved life 
will he miserably disturbed. 

Lord Chesterfeld's Letters being mentioned, 
Johnson said, “ It was not to be wondered at 
that they bad so great a sale, considering that they 
were the letters of a statesman, a wit, one who had 
iM'cn so much in the mouths of mankind, one long 
accustomed otrum volitare per ora." 

Ou Friday, 31st March, 1 supped with him and 
some friends at a tavern. One of the company (’) 
attempted, with too much funvarduoss, to rally him 
on his lute appearance at tbc theatre; but had reason 
to repent of his temerity. “ Why, Sir, did you go 
to Mrs. Abiiigton 8 benefit? Did you see?" John* 
BON. “ No, Sir.” “ Did you hear?” Johnson, 
“ No, Sir.” ” W'hy then. Sir, did you go? ” John¬ 
son. Because, Sir, she is a favourite of the pub* 
lie; and'when the public cares the thousandth 
part for you that it does for her, 1 will go to your 
benefit too.” 

Next morning I won a small bet from Lady Diana 
Beauclerk, by asking him as to one of his particu¬ 
larities, which her Ladyship laid I durst not do. It 
^ms he had been frequently observed at the club to 
put into his pocket the Seville oranges, after he had 
squeezed the juke of them into the drink Vhioh he 


SuppoMd tn bars been Mr. Bo>wcU%lntsel£..«;(I 
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made for himself. Beauclerk and Garrick talked of 
H to me, and seemed to think that be bad a strange 
iinwilllngness to be discovered. We could not divine 
what he did with them; and this was the bold quos> 
tion to he put. I saw on his table, the spoils of the 
preceding night, some fresh pr<ds nicely scraped and 
cut into pieces. ** O, Sir,” said I, “ I now partly see 
what yon do with the squeezed oranges which you 
put into your pocket at the club.” Johnson. ** I 
have a great love for them.” Boswell. “ And 
pray, Sir, what do you do witli them? You scrape 
them it f^eoins, very neatly, and what next ? ” John¬ 
son. Let them dry, Sir.” Boswell. “ And 
M'lnit next ? ” Johnson. “ Nay, Sir, you shall 
know tlu'ir fate no fiirlber.” Boswell. “ Then 
the world must be left in the dark. It must be said 
(assuming a mock solemnity) he scraped them and 
let them dry, but what he did with them next he 
never could be prevailed upon to tell.” Johnson. 
“ Nay, Sir, you should say it more emphatically: — 
he could not be prevailed upon, even by bis dearest 
Irienda, to tell.” (•) 

(]) The folinwing extract of one of what Miss Seward would 
call his lovf-letters to Miss Bootbby, probably explains, in tenna 
hardly suitable to the correspondence with a lady, the use to 
which he put these orange peels. Give me leave, who have 
thought much on medicine, to propose to yon an easy and, I 
think, veiv probable remedy for mdigestioo and lubricity (rf the 
bowels. Dr. I.awrence has told me your case. Take an ounce 
of dried orange peel, finely pcpvdered, divide it into scruples, 
«id take one scruple at a tune in any manner: the best wav is, 
perhaps, to drink it in a glam of hot red port, or to cat it first, 
and drinktthe wine after it. If you mix cinnamon or nutmeg 
with the powder it were not worse; but it will be more bulky, 
and so more troublesome. This is a medicine not disgustinf;, 
DOC costly, easUy^tried, and if not found usef^ e^y om 
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lie had this moraing received hia diploma as 
Doctor of Laws from the Uoiver^ty of Oxford. 
He did not vaunt of his new dignity, but I under- 
stood he was highly pleased with it. I shall here 
insert the progress and completion of that high 
academical honour, in the same manner as I liave 
traced his obtaining that of Master of Arts. 


“TO THE REV. UR. FOTIIEUGILL, 

Vioe^ChaneeUor ^ ihr. of OifonU to commuiixccied 

to the heods ff hoHK%% and proposed in convocation, 

‘^Dovning Street, March 3. 1775» 

** Mn» ViCE-CffAKCBLLOR AND GKNTI«ElfEN»-^ Tbc 
honour of the degree of M. A* by diploma, formerly 
conferred upon Mr. Samuel Johnson, in consequence of 
his having eminently distinguished himself by the pulv 
lication of a series of essays, excellently calculated to 
form the manners of the people, and in which the cause 
of religion and morality has been maintained and re¬ 
commended by the strongest powxrs of argument and 
^gance of language ^-eflected an equal degree of lustre 
upon the University itself. 

The many learned labours which have since th« 
time employed the attention and disidav ed the abilities 
of that great man, so much to the advancement of lite¬ 
rature and the benefit of the community, render him 
worthy of more distinguished honours in the republic 


1 would not bare you oflfbr it to the doctor on mine, physicians 
do not love intruders; yet do not take it without his leave. 
But do not be easily put oiT, for it is in my opinion very likely 
to help you^ and not likely to do you harm ; do not tue too 
much in haste; a scruple once in three houit, or about five 
scruples a day, will be sweient to begin, or less if y^u find any 
aversion. I think using sugar with u might be bad; if syrup, 
use old symp of quinces; but even that 1 do not liku 1 ibould 
fhink better of conserve ot sloes.**— Lkt l>e^ ai 1T6& 
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of letters; and 1 persuade myadf that I shall act agree- 
aUy to the sentiinents of the whole UniTersityj in desir. 
ing that it may be proposed in convocation to confer on 
him the degree of Dbctor in Civil Law by diploma, to 
which I readily give my cousent; and am, Mr. Vice. 
ClianceUor and Gentlemen, your affbctionate friend and 
servant, “ North.” (•) 

«DIPLOMA. • 

*• Canccllariiin, magistri, et tcltolara UnweratatU Oxcniendt omni- 
bvt ad (juos pn$etUes dtera pervetterini, salutetn in Domitto 
vm/jilernarn, 

** Sciati», virum iUuftrem, Samuelem Jokruon, in 
oinni humaniorum Uterarum gencre eruditum, omnium- 
giie tcienliarum comprehmsione ftlicxttsimum, tcripti* 
ituiti, ad popularium mores formandos summd verborum 
elegantiu ao sententiarum grarituie compositis, ita dim 
inelaruisse, ut dig?ius viderctur cut ab academia sud 
e.r>ffiia qucedam laudis jtTfcmia dr/tmitur, qtiigue vene- 
rahiUm Magistrorum ordinetn summi cum dignitate 
cooptaretur: 

" Citm vcro eundem claristimum virum tot posted 
tanfigue lahores, in patrid pramertim lingua ornandu et 
stabiliendd Jeliciter impensi, ita insigniverint, ut in 
Uterarum republicd princeps Jam et primarius Jure 
luibeatur j nos, canceliarius, maestri, et sdutiares Uni- 
trersitatis Oxoniensis, quo talis viri merita part honoris 
retnuneratione extequentur, et perpetuum su<e simut 
laudis, nostraque ergo, literas propensissimct vduntatU 
extet monumentum, in solenni convocations doctorum a 
magistrorum regentium, et non regentium, prtedictum 
Samuelem Johnson doctorum tn Jure eiviU eenuncta- 
vimus et oonstituimus, eumque, virtute preesentis 
diplomatis, singulis Juribus, privilegOs et honoribus, ad 
isium gradum quaqud pertimenttims, /rui et gaudere 
Jussimus,* In cujut fet testimonium commune C’nL 

(l) Extracted^om the Convocation Uegister, OxforX 
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Oxonirngit tigillum prtetentilnts apponi 

** Datum in domo nottra connocationit die triouimo 
fnen#t8 Martii, anno Domini mUienmo eeptir^enUaimo. 
eeptuagegime quinto." (') 

“ Viro Setvrendo TUOMM FOTIIEUGILL, S. T. P. Unu 

vertkatia Oxonicnsit Vice-CemccUano. 

“& P. It. 

«< SAM. JOHNSON. 

MuUia non eet opue, ut tegtimonium quo, te prtvaide, 
Oxonientme nomen meum poaterit eommenddrunt, qunli 
antmo acceperim oompertum faciam. Nemo *ibi placene 
non Ustatur / nemo aihi jum ptacet, ([ui vchle, lUerarum 
ari>itria, pJacere potuit. Huo tamen habct inctmmodi 
tantum bem^ieium, quod mihi nunquam poathat aine 
oeatr<B fanus detrimento tv/ labi liceat vel ocaaart i aem- 
perque ait timendum ne quod mihi tarn eximite laudi eat 
nobia aliquando fiat opprobrio. Vaie. 7. Id. Apr. 1175. 

LBmn909. TO MRS. THRALE. 

“ April 1. 1775. 

1 RAD mistaken the day on which I was to dine 
with Mr. Brtice^ and hear of Abyssinia, and therefore 

am to dine this day with Mr. Hamilton. 

# 

(l) The original is in mj possession* Ho showed me the 
diploma* mod allowed me to read it* but would not consent to 
my taking a cmy of it» femrio^ p^haps that I should blmae it 
abroad in h!s UfeHme* Hk omactioo to this im>ears from the 
U'ttcr to Mrs. llirale, in which he scolds her for the grohsoeta 
ot her flattery of him. It is remarkable that be never* so 
^ I know, assumed his title of Doetorq but called himself Mt% 
Jiduiaon, as af^ears from many of his cards or notes to my8elf> 
and t have seen many from him to other persons* in which be 
uniforaoly takes that desCgnatioD. I once observed on his tabU 
o letter directed to him wuh the addition of Ayidrsi and objected 
to Stas beiag deeigiiaiioo inferior to that iS doctor: but he 
.^edeed me, im liimril pleased with it* because* as 1 coiyeo* 
tur^beUkei.tobaJometlmea taken out of clwi of Ikerary 
men* and to be merely genutl — uw gevitiQ omeie comeie em 
eulre* 



DIPLOMA OF LL.D. 



" The newi from Oxford is tliat no ^nis-court can 
be hired at any price ('); and that the Vice-Chancellor 
will not write to the Clarendon trustees without some 
previous intimation that bis request will not be unac¬ 
ceptable.. We must^ therefore^ find some way of ap¬ 
plying to Lord Mansfield, who, with the Archbishop of 
^'ork and the Bishop of Chester, holds Uie trust. Thus 
are we thrown to a vexatious distance. Poor [Carter^! 
do not tell him. 

The other Oxford news is tiiat they have sent me 
a degree of Doctor of Laws, with such praises in the 
diploma as, perliaps, ought to make me ashamed ; they 
urc very like your praises. 1 wonder whether 1 sliall 
ever show them to you. 

“ Bosttcll will be with you. Please to ash Murphy 
the way to Lord Mansfield. Dr Wether^ who is 
now here, and will be here for some days, is very de. 
sirous of seeing tlie brewhouse: 1 hope Mr, Thrale 
will send him an invitation, lie does wliat be can for 
Carter. 

“ To-day 1 dine with Hamilton; to-morrow with 
Hoole; on Monday with Paradise; on Tuesday with 
master and mistress ; on Wednesday with Dilly ; but 
come back to the tower.} 

He revise d some sheets of Lord Hailes's Annals 
of Scotland,” and wrote a few notes on the margin 
with red ink, which he bade me teH his lordship 
did not sink into the paper, and might be wiped off 

(l) For a riding.4cho(d for Mr. Carter. —C. 

(3) [Dr. Nathan Wetherell, Master of University CoUen 
and tauer of the present ^ Charles Wethes^} 

(3) The touw was a separate room at Streatbam, where Dr. 
Johnson sl^t — Ihoszr. — So called probably because it was 
AouMti. 1 slept in that room many years after, and was pleased 
to find thet Dr. Johnson’s writins-tule was csirtAiUy preserved, 
and that even the blots of his ink woe not cleaned away. — C. 

VOL. V. T 
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'H’ith a wet sponge, so that it did not spoil his 
manusciipL 1 observed to him that there were 
very few of his friends so aecnrate as that 1 could 
venture to put down in writing what they told me 
as his sayings. Johnson. Why should you write 
doan my sayings ? " Boswbll. ** 1 write them 
when they are good.” Johnson. ** Nay, you may 
08 well write down the sayings of any one else that 
are good.” But toherct 1 might with great pro¬ 
priety have added, can I find such ? 

I visited him by appointment in the evening, and 
wc drank tea with Mrs. Williams, He told me that 
he had been in the company of a gentleman (i) 
whose extraordinary travels had been much the 
subject of conversation. But I found he had not 
listened to him with that full confidence, without 
which there is little satisfaction in the society of 
travellers. I was curious to hear what opinion so 
able a judge as Johnson had formed of his abilities, 
and 1 asked if he was not a man of sense. John¬ 
son. ** Why, Sir, he is not a distinct rclater; and 1 
should say, he is neither abounding nor deficient in 
sense. 1 did not perceive any stfperiority of under¬ 
standing.” Boswell. “ But will you not allow 
him a nobleness of resolution, in penetrating into 
distant regions?” Johnson. “Th^, Sir, is not to 
the present purpose: we are talking of sense. A 
fighting cock has a nobleness of resolution.” 

Next day, Sunday, 2d April, I dined with him at 
Mr, Hoole's. We talked of Pope. Johnson. 

(1) Bruce, the Abjedniu tmell^r, with whom he had dined 
tht 3 aij tt Mr» Genutl Ha2KiiIton*B. ~ C» 

a 
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** He wrote his * Dunciad ’ for fame. Thai was his 
primary motive. Had it not been for th^, the 
dances might have raile<f against him till they 
were weary, without hb troubling himself about 
them. Ke delighted to vex them, no doubt; but 
he had more delight in seeing how well be could 
vex them.’* 

The “ Odes to Obscurity and Oblivion,” in ridi¬ 
cule of ** cool Mason and warm Gray,’* being men¬ 
tioned, Johnson smd, They are Colman’s best 
things.” Upon its being observed that it was 
believed these Odes were made by Culman and 
Lloyd jointly; — Johnson. ** Nay, Sir, how can 
two people make an ode ? Perhaps one made one 
of them, and one the other." I observed that two 
oeoplc had made a play, and quoted the anecdote 
of Beaumont and Fletcher, who were brought under 
suspicion of treason, heeaiise while concerting the 
plan of a tragedy when sitting together at a tavern, 
one of them was overheanl saying to the other, 
'* I’ll kill the king.” Johnson. “ The first of these 
Odes b the best; but they are both good. They 
exposed a very bad kind of writing.” (') Boswell, 

Surely, Sir, Mr. Mason’s * Elfrida* is a fine poem: 
at least you will allow there arc some good pa* • 
sages in it.” Johnson. “ There are nowand then 
some good imitations of Milton's bad manner.” (>') 

(1) Gny's'Odefi are still on every tabic and in every mouth, 
and there are not, I believe, a dmen libraries in Kn^land 
which could produce these thtiut," written by two prt^ 
Jbst^ wits iif ridicule of them. _ C. 

(fi) I have heard him relate how he used to ait in some cofihe- 
houMi and turn Mason’s Caractacus" into ridicule for the diver- 

' T 2 
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I often wondered at his low estimation of the 
writings of Gray and Mason. Of Gray’s poetry 1 
have, in a former part of this wori^, expressed my 
high opinion; and for that of Mr. Mason I liave 
ever entertained a warm admiration. His ** Elfrida** 
is exquisite, both in poetical description and moral 
sentiment; and bis “ Caractacus” is a noble drama. 
Kor can I omit paying my tribute of praise to some 
of his smaller poems, which I have read with plea* 
sure, and which no criticism shall persuade me not 
to like. If I wondered at Johnson’s not ta^ting 
the Morks of Mason and Gray, still nmre have I 
wondered at their not tasting of his works: that 
they should be insensible to his energ}' of diction, 
to his splendour of images, and coin]>rehension of 
thought. Tastes may differ as to the violin, the 
flute, the hautboy; in short all the lesser instru* 
ments: but who can be insensible to the powerful 
impressions of the majestic organ ? 

' His ** Taxation no Tyranny” being mentioned, 
he said, ** 1 think I have not been attacked enough 
for it. Attack is the rC’action; 1 never tliink I 
have hit hard, unless it re-bounds.” Boswell- 
I don't know, Sir, what you would be at. Five 
or six shots of small arms in every newspaper, and 

ftion of himself And of chance comere-in. ^^The Elfridau** say* 
he» “wAA too exquisitely pret^; I could make no fun out of 
that.'* 'When upon some occaaona he would express his asto 
nishmeot that he should have an enemy in the world, while he 
had been doing nothing but good to his neijAbours, I used to * 
make him recollect these circumstances: ^ilrl,'* said 

he, " what harm could that do the fellow? ] always thought 
very well of Itfaaon for a Cemhrid^e man ; be iS| I belierey a 
mighty blamcim chajmeter.*'^ Ptoset* . 
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repeated caononadmg io pamphlets, might, I think, 
satisfy you. But, Sir, you *11 never m^e out this 
match, of which we have talked, with a cert^ 
political lady('), since you are so severe against 
hf'r principles.” Johnson. “ Nay, Sir, I have the 
better chance for that. She is like the Amazons of 


old; she must be courted by the sword. But 1 
have not been severe upon her.” Boswell. “ Yes, 
Sir, you have made her ridiculous.” Johnson. 
“ That was already done. Sir. To endeavour to 


make her ridiculous, is like blacking the chunney.” 
I put him in mind that the landlord at Ellon in 


Scotland said, that he heard he was the greatest 
man in England, next to Lord Mansfield. “Ay,, 
Sir,” said he, “ the exception defined the idea. A 


Scotchman could go no farther: 


* The force of Nature could no farther go*'" 

* > 

Lady Miller’s collection of verses by fashionable 
people, which were put into her Vase at Bath-easton 
villa (^), near Bath, in competition for honorary 


A) Mn. Macaulay: bm anti, VoL 1. p. S69. Dr. 
bad been dead KHue yean, and tbe lady did not re-nairv tite 
1778. —C. ' 

(8) The followiag extract, ftom one of Horace Walpole’s 
letters, will explaio^e proceedings of this farce: — ** You 
must know, that near Bath is erec^ a new Pamsssus^ com, 
fMMed of three laurels, a myrtle tree, a weeping willow, and a 
v:ew of the Avon, which.has been now .^iirirtened Helir m 
They hold a Pamsseus-fair every Thiuw^, give out rhyme* 
and themes, and aQ the floz of quali^ at Bath contend Aw the' 
sprizea. A Roman vase, dressed with pink ribands and myrtles 
receives the^poetry, which is drawn out* every festival i six' 
judges at these Olympic games letirtf ind seleetihe brightest 
composition, which the reapactivs suecasiAil ackbOadedge, Xflsel 
to Mrs. Cel l i o p e {MiUerl*^^ ksis her fide hand, aad are aowned 
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prizes* being mentioned, he held them rery cheap: 
“ £out8’rifn^s,'’ said he, “ is a mere conceit, and an 
old conceit now ; 1 wonder how people were per> 
suaded to write in that manner for this ladj." 1 
named a gentleman of his acquaintance who wrote 
for the Vase. Johnson. “ He was a blockhead for 
his pains.” Boswell. ** The Duchess of Northum-* 
berland wrote.” (') Johnson. Sir, the Duchess 
of Northumberland may do what she pleases: 
nobody wUl say any thing to a lady of her high 
rank. But 1 should be apt to throw ••••••’s 

verses in his face.” 

X talked of the cheerfulness of Heet Street, owing 
to the constant quick succession of people which 
we perceive passing through it. Johnson. *' Why, 
Sir, Fleet Street has a very animated appearance; 
but I think the full tide of human existence is at 
Charing Cross.” 

He made the common remark on the unhappiness 
which men who have led a busy life experience, 
when they retire in expectation of enjoying them* 
selves at ease, and that they generally languish for 
want of their habitual occupation, and wish to re- 
turn to it. He mentioned as strong an instance of 
this as can well be imagined. ** An eminent tallow- 
chandler in London, who had acquired a eonsider- 

tbis s fiction, at ssaggemtion. Be duml^ unbelierert! The 
is printed, publiah^d,» on mj &ith { thm am ^ 
|)OUtA-fbii4i on a buttered try her Onct the Ducheii 

lifprAlimbfrUj^'* ^ ~ Tid* t* p* 18& C. 

(t) Lidy EUnbeth Seymour iiuuTjed» in 1740^ Sir Ho^ 
•adthioiit emted, in I7d6» Duke of Kofthunberlend; frw 
whom ^ wee dirorced in 1776* » C* ^ 
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able fortune* gare up the trade in favour of his 
foreman, and went to live at a country-house near 
town. He soon grew weary, and paid frequent 
visits to bis old shop* where he desired they might 
let him know their mthxng^dayi^ and he would 
come and assist them; which he accordingly did. 
Here* Sir, was a man to whom the most disgusting 
drcumstanees in the business to which he had been 
used was a relief fh>m idleness.” 
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CHAPTER IX 

1775. 

Speaking. <— Statntee agoinat BrUterg. — Cib¬ 
ber's Comedies. — OentHity and Morality. —■ Charles 
JI. — Oeorge I. — Trading Judges. — Christopher 
Smart. — Titiss's Travels. — Addison’s Italy. — 
Lilliburlero." — GtMon. — Patriotism. — Mrs. 
Pritchard. — /Tappinm. — General Oglethorpe. — 
Middlejrate Poets. — Patronage. — Lord Bute. — 
Good Friday. — London. — Commerce. Value qf 
Knowledge. — Literary Fame. — Ihjiddity. — ** NU 
admirari." — Advantages of Reading. 

On Wednesday, 5th April, 1 dined with him at 
Messieurs Dillys, with Mr. John Scott of AmwelJ, 
the Quaker, Mr. Laogton, Mr. Miller (now Sir 
John), and Dr. Thomas CampbeU('), an Irish 
clergyman, whom I took the liberty of inviting to 
Mr. Dilly’s tabic, having seen him at Mr. Thrale’s, 
and been told that he had come to England chiefly 
with a view to see Dr. Johnson, for whom he enter* 
tained the highest veneration. He has since pjib* 
lished “ A Philosophical Survey of the South of 
Ireland," a very entertaining book, which has, how-* 
ever, one fault that it assumes the fictitiona 
character of an Englishman. 


0) 
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We talked of public speaking. Johnson. “ We 
must not estimate a man’s powers by bis being able 
or not able to deliver his sentiments in public. 
Isaac Hawkins Browne, one of the Brst wits of this 
country, got into parliament, and never opened his 
mouth. For my own part, 1 think it is more dis¬ 
graceful never to try to speak, than to try it and 
fail; as it is more disgraceful not to fight, than to 
fight and be beaten.” This argument appeared to 
me fallacious; for if a man ^ not spoken, it may 
be said that he would have done very well if he had 
tried ; whereas, if he has tried and failed, there is 
nothing to be said for him. ** Why, then," I asked, 
“ is it thought disgraceful for a man not to fight, 
and not disgraceful not to speak in public ?" 
Johnson. ** Because there may be other reasons 
for a mao’s not speaking in public than want of 
resolution: he may have nothing to say (laughing). 
Whereas, Sir, you know courage is reckoned tiua 
greatest of all virtues; because, unless a man has 
that virtue, he has no security for preserving any 
other.” 

He observed, thalsf' the statutes against bribery 
were intended to prevent upstarts with money from 
getting into parliamentadding, that ** if he were 
a gestieman of landed property, he would turn ont 
aU his tenants who did not vote for the candidate 
whom he supported.” Lanoton. Would not 
that. Sir, be checking the freedom of election?” 
Johnson. Sir, the law does not mean that the 
privUege of voting should be independent of 
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family interest, of the p^manent property of the 
country.” 

On Thursday, 6th April, I dined with him at Mr. 
Thomas Davies's, with Mr. Hicky, the painter, and 
my old acquaintance Mr. Moody, the player. 

Dr. Johnson, as usual, spoke contemptuously of 
Colley Cibber. ** It ia wonderful that a man, who 
for forty years had lived with the great and the 
witty, shoiild have acquired so ill the talents of 
csonversation ; and he had but half to furnish ; for 
one half of what he said was oaths." He, however, 
allowed considerable merit to some of his comedies, 
and siud there was no reason to believe that the 
“ Careless Husband” was not written by himself. 
Davies said, he was the first dramatic writer who 
introduced genteel ladies upon the stage. Johnson 
refuted his observation by instancing severe sucli 
characters in comedies before his rime. Davies 
(trying to defend himself from a charge of igno> 
ranee). ** I mean genteel moral characters." “ I 
think,” said Hicky, " gentility and morality are 
inseparable.” Boswell. By no means, Sir. The 
genteelest characters are often the most immoraL 
Does not Lord Chesterfield give .precepts for 
uniting wickedness and the graces? A man, 

when ‘ he gets drunk; but 
most vices may be committed very genteelly: a 
man may debauch Jus friend’s vrife genteelly: he 
may cheat at cards genteelly." Hickt, ** 1 do not 
think Aat ia genteeL” Bosweli. “ Sb^ it may 
not be like a gentleman, but it may be genteeh" 
JoBVioir. ** You are meaning two different things. 


indeed, b not genteel 
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One means exterior grace; the other honour It 
is certain that a man may be very immoral with 
exterior grace. Lovelace* in * Clarissa*' b a very 
genteel and a very wicked character. Tom 
Hervey(>)* who died t'other day* though a vicious 
n>Mi, was one of the genteelest men that ever lived.” 
Tom Davies instanced Charles the Second. John¬ 
son (taking fire at an attack upon that Prince* 
for whom he had an extraordinary partiality). 
“ Charles the Second was licentious in hb practice; 
but he always had a reverence for what was good. 
Charles the Second knew bb people* and rewarded 
nerit The church was at no time better filled 
than in his reign. He was the best king we have 
had from hb time till the reign of our present Ma¬ 
jesty, except James the Second* who was a very 
good king (>)* but unhappily believed that it was 
necessary for the salvation of his subjects that they 
should be Roman Catholics. Se had the merit of 
endeavouring to do what he thought was for the 
aalvation of the soub of his subjects, till he lost a 
great empire. fFe, who thought that we should 
mot be saved if we were Roman Catholics* had the 
tnerit of mmnt^ing our religion, at the expense of 
•ubmitting ourselves to the government of Kii^ 
V^Uiam, (for it could not be done otherwbe,) — 
to the government of one of the most wortUess 

(1) VoL IlL p.l7.-~C. 

(S) AU flds ■eentno coatrary to hiMorlcal truth and ccanmon 
aeue, that bo enlaoatka can bs gim of it j but it ezedtea a 
livaly ourioaity to Know nore of Z^, JtAnaoo’a perwnal histoiy 
during tha ybra 1741 ttd 174/6, duriu wfai^ BoswaU could 
find no tiaee^ him. fiaa onl^ Tot L p. 804.—C. 
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tcoundrels that erer existed. (>) Not Charles the 
Second was not such a man as ■ 

(naming another hing). He did not destroy his 
father's will. He took money, indeed, from France: 
but he did not betray those over whom he ruled: 
he did not let the French fleet pass ours. George 
the First knew nothing, and desiied to know 
nothing ; did nothing, and desired to do nothing; 
and the only good thing that is told of him is, tltac 
he wished to restore the crown to its hereditary 
suooessor.” He roared with prodigious violenoe 
against George the Second. When he ceased^ 
Moody inteijected, in an Irish tone, and with a comic 
look, ** Ah I poor George the Second.*' 


(1) A gcntlraian who (lined at a nobleman's tabic ia hiS 
oompanf and that of Mr. 'Phnilc, to whom 1 was Jblijzorl for 
the anecdote, was willmit to enter the lute id defence of King 
William’s characteri and, having opposed and contradicted 
Johnson two or three time^ (XluTantiy enou|(h, the inn&UT of 
Che house began to fbel uneasy, and expect diMgrceable conso-^ 

K eneas: to avoid which be aid, loud enough for the Doctor ta 
iTp Out friend here has no meaning now in all this, cxce^ 
just to relate at club to^mortow how be teased Johnson at diiw 
09 to-day —this n all to do himsolf honour.** No, upon mg 

word," mlied the other, ^*1 see no honour in whatever yoif 
may Well, Sir,** returned Dr, Johnson sternly, ** if 

do not $ee the konoWf 1 am sure I Joel the dt%racs«*’-^ 

(8) George the Second#—l^e story of the will is told bV 
Hmmca WsJpols^ in his very e&uidng (but often tMccurslf^ 
iZmiittfemcrj; — ^ counm held by the new sove« 

Mgn, Dr. Wake, Archbishop of Cateibury, {nwduetd the ufm 
of the lete luiif^ and delivered it to the cuccenor, expecting it 
would be opened and xead ia eounciL Ow thb eontrery» bis 
]kUes9 put it into bis pocket and stalked out of the room, 
wUaoiiit tittortec a word on the subfecu As the khio never 


W9e Differ itattlla^* 

• ^ ^ 
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I mentioned that Dr. Thomas Campbell had come 
from Ireland to London* prineipallj to see Dr. 
Johnson. He seemed angry at this observation. 
Davies. ** Why, you know* Sir* there came a man 
from Spain to see Livy(>); and Corelli came to 
England to see Purcell (^), and when he heard he 
uas dead, went directly back again to Italy.” 
Johnson. “ 1 should not have wished to be dead to 
disappuint Campbell, had he been so foolish as you 
represent him; but 1 should have wished to have 
been a hiiudred miles off.'' This -was apparently 
perverse ; and I do believe it was not his real way 
of tliinkiug: he could not but like a man who came 
so far to si'e him. He laughed witli some com- 
{dacency, when 1 told hpn Canipbt ll's odd expression 
to me concerning him: ** That having seen such a 
man, was a thing to talk of a centur}’ hence*"—as 
if he could live so Iong.(’‘) 

' We got into an argument w'hcthcrthe judges who 
went to India migitt with propriety engage in trade. 

4 

(]) Plifi. Epist. Lik ii« Ep* % 

(S) Mr. Davies was here mistakeiL Corelli never wu ti^ 
England. ^ Uvbnxy. 

(3) Mrs. Thrale gives, in her Uvdv style, a Aetcb of this 
gentleman: ** We have a flashy frieoa here (at Batb) alreadj, 
who is much your adorer. I wonder how yha will like Acaat 
An Irishman he is; vei^ handscKn^ very bouheade^ load and 
lively, and sure to he a favourite with you, he tells us, for be 
can live wirh a man of ever so odd a temper. My master laughsi 
Imt likca bim, and it diverts tne to think what you will do wmq 
he professes that he would clean shoes for you; that ho would 
*ahea his blood for you $ with twenty more extravagaol lights; 
and^u say f flatter! Vp^ my honour, Aep, and indeed 
«1^4 CampbelTf phrase i% I am bat a twitter to bias'*** 
•^ Letters, May 1 & im — (X 
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Johnson warmly maintuned that they might; ** For 
why/' he urged, “ should not judges get riches, as 
well as those who deserre them less I said, they 
should have sufficient salaries, and have nothing to 
take off their attention fW>mthe affairs of the public. 
Johnson. ** No judge, Sir, can give his whole 
attention to his office; and it is very proper that he 
should employ what time he has to himself to his 
own advantage, in the most profitable manner.” 
** Then, Sir,” said Davies, who enlivened the dispute 
by making it somewhat dramatic, " he may become 
an insurer; and when he is going to the bench, he 
may be stopped, — * Your Lordship cannot go yet; 
here is a bunch of invoices; several ships are about 
tosaiL"' Johnson. ** Sir, you may as well say a 
judge should not have a house; for they may come 
and tell him, * Your Lordship's house is on fire;' and 
SO) instead of minding the business of his court, he 
is to be occupied in getting the engine with the 
greatest speed. There is no end of this. Every 
judge who has land trades to a certain extent in com 
or in cattle, and in the land itself; undoubtedly his 
steward acts for him, and so do clerks for a great 
merchant. A judge may be a farmer, but he is not 
to geld his own pigs. A judge may play a little at 
cards for his amusement; but he is not to play at 
marbles, or chuck farthing in the Piazza. No, Sir, 
Uiere is no profession to which a man gives a very 
great proportion of bis time. It is wonderful, when 
a calculation is made, how little the mind is actually 
emidoyed in the discharge of any profession. No 
man WQuld be a judge, upon the condition of being 
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totally a judge. The best employed lawyer has his 
mind at work but for a small proportion of his time; 
a great deal of his occupation is merely mechanicaL 
I once wrote for a magazine: I made a calculationy 
that if 1 should write but a page a day, at the same 
rate, I should, in ten years, write nine volumes in 
folio, of an ordinary size and print." Boswelu 
“ Such as * Carte’s History?’" Johnson. “ Yes, 
Sir; when a man writes from bis own mind, he 
writes very rapidly. (') The greatest part of a 
writer’s time is spent in reading, in order to write; 
a man will turn over half a library, to make one 
book." 

I ai^ued warmly against the judges trading, and 
mentioned Hale as an instance of a perfect judge, 
who devoted himself entirely to his office. Johnson. 
** Hale, Sir, attended to other things besides law; 
he left a great estate." Boswell. ** That was 
because what he got accumulated without any 
exertion and anxiety on his part." 

While the dispute went on, Moody once tried to 
say something on our side. Tom Davies clapped 
him on the back, to encour^e him. Beauclerk, to 
whom 1 mentioned this circumstance, said, that 
he could not conceive a more humiliating situation 
than to be clapped on the back by Tom Davies." 

We spoke of Rolt, to whose * Dictionary of Com¬ 
merce’Dr. Johnson wrote the preface. Johnson. 

Old Gardener the bookseller, employed Rolt and 

p ) Jdhnson certsinly did, wlio had a mind stored witli know- 
icon, and teeming with imagery j but the observation ia xkh 
ap^cable to writars in ganer^ 
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Smart to Trrite a monthly miscellany, called ‘ The 
Universal Visitor.* There was a formal written 
contract, which Allen the printer saw. Gardener 
thought as you do of the judge. They were bound 
to write nothing else; they were to have, I think, a 
third of the profits of his sixpenny pamphlet; and 
the contract was for ninety-nine years. I wish I 
had thought of giving this to Thurlow, in the cause 
about literary property. What an excellent instance 
would it have been of the oppression of booksellers 
towards poor authors I"smiiing.(') Davies, zealous 
for the honour of the trade, said Gardener was a6t 

a 

properly a bookseller. Johnson. “ Nay, Sis; he 
certainly was a bookseller. He had served hit time 
l ogularty, was a member of the Stationers’ Coippany, 
kept a shop in tlie face of mankind, purchased copy¬ 
right, and was a bibliopole. Sir, iu every sense. 1 
wrote for some months in * The Universal Visitor' 
for poor Smart, while he was mad, not then knowuig 
the terms on which he was engaged to write, and 
thinking I was doing him good. I hoped his wits 
would soon return to him. Mine returned to me, 
and I wrote in ‘ The Universal Visitor’ no longer.” 

Friday, ?tb April, I dined with him at a tavern, 
with a numerous company. (^) Johnson. ** 1 have 

( 1 ; There hss proosol; been some mistake as to the terms of 
this supposed extraordioftiy contract, the i^eciul of whiph from 
hetirmj aflbrded JohiMOQ ao much play for his sportive aratis 
neas. Or if it was worded as he supposed, it is so strange 
1 should conclude it waa a joke. Mr« Gardener, I am aasura^ 
was a worthy and liberai Tnam 

(S) At the Cbtbf where there were present Mr. Chstrlai Fox 
(preMent), Sir J. Rmoids, ]>ra. Johnson and PoreVa MsMta 
Baauelerfc, Bcawell, Chsjuieri Gibbon, Langtom, and atamnit 
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been reading * Twiss's Trarels in Spam(’), whidi 
are just come out. They are as good as the first 
book of travels that you will take up. They are as 
good as those of Keyslor Bhunville; nay, as Addi¬ 
son s, if you except the learning. They are not so 
good as Brydone’s, but they are better than Pococke’s. 
P indeed, cut the leaves yet; but 1 have 

read in them where the pages are open, and 1 do 
not suppose that what is in the pages which are 
closed is worse than what is in the open pages. It 
would seem,” he added, ** that Addison had nut 
acquired much Italian learning, for we do not find 
it introduced into his writings. The only instance 
that I recollect is his quoting ‘ Sfovo bene ; per star 
mefflio, sto gut.’ ”(“) 

1 meutiflsicd Addison’s having borrowed many of 
his tiassical remarks from Leandro Alberti. (*'*) Mr. 

— #• ' — - - - 

why Mr. Boswell eometimes wda the dub le not quite clean 
He might very naturally have felt some reluctance to betray 
the ^vate convoreetion of a convivial mwtingt but that feeling 
would have operated on aU occaaiona. It may* howcver» be 
observed that he generally endeavours, te confine hic report to 
wliat was said either by Mneem cr — C. 

(1) [Jllchard Twias Esq. also iHiblished a Treatise of Chen, 
and a Tour throogb Ireland* He died in 1821.1 

(S) Addisorii boweverydoes not mention where this celebrated 
epitaph, which has eluded a very diluent inouiiy, is found* — 
—It is mentioned by old HowelL <^The Italian 
saying may be well applied to poor England: was well 

would be better~took phytic-^and Jan* 90* 

;647.—C* 

'U 

(8) This observation it, as Mr. Markland. p^ ae rv tt to me, to be 
found in Lord Chesterfield's Letters tq.W Bon:-****! have 
been lately^nfonned of an Italian book» wra ^h 't^ one Alb^* 
obout fourscewe or a hundred years ugo, a thkk quarto. It is 
a clamicel dascription of Italy \ from whence 1 am assured Act 
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Beauclerk sud, ** It was alleged that he had borrowed 
also from another Italian author.” Johnson. 
** Why, Sir, all who go to look for what the classics 
have said of Italy must find the same pasBageB(‘); 
and 1 should think it would be one of the first things 
the Italians would do on the revival of learnings to 
collect all that the Roman authors have said of tScir 
country.’* 

Ossian being mentioned;— Johnson. ** Supposing 
the Irish and Erse languages to be the same, wluch 
I do not believe (^), yet as there is no reason to 
suppose that the inhabitants of the'Highlands and 
Hebrides ever wrote their native language, it is not 
to be credited that a long poem was preserved among 
tlieni. If we had no evidence of the art of writing 
being practised in one of the counties of England, 
we should not believe that a long poem was preserved 
t/tcre, though in the neighbouring counties, where 
the same language was spoken, the inhabitants could 
write.” Beavclekk. “The ballad of‘Lilliburlero’ 
was once in tlie mouths of all the people of this 
country, and is said to have had a great effect in 


,Mr. Addi'-on, to save himself trouble, bss taken most of bis 
remarks uiid classica] references. 1 am told that it U an excel¬ 
lent book for a traveller in Ita] 7 .*-~ Vol. ii. p. S51. If credit 
is to be |;tven to Addison himself, (and who can doubt his ve¬ 
racity?) this stipposition must be groundless. He expressly 
says, ** 1 have taken care to consider particularly the several 
passages of the ancient poets, which have any relation to the 
. places or curiosities I met- with; fur, before 1 cu^ed on my 
voya^ I.Uk^ car« to refiesa my memory omoiig the clas^ 
ouebors, and to msfce such <*Allection8 out of them as I might * 
vitowands have ooeaa^ fbr, Ac.”*-Preface to Ilensrks.-»C. 

(4),{;Sw«|Rt^>p.^y . 

<4^ in error. Bee an/i, VoL IIL p. 1S4> C. 
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bringiDg about the revolution. Yet I question 
whether any body can repeat it now()); which 
shows how improbable it is that much poetry should 
be preserved by tnulition.” 

One of the company suggested an internal objec¬ 
tion to the antiquity of the poetry said to be OssianV, 
that we do not find the v'olf in it, which must have 
b<!cn the case had it been of that age. 

The mention of the wolf had led Johnson to think 
of otlier wild beasts; and while Sir Joshua Reynolds 
and Mr. Langton w'crc canning on a dialogue about 
sometliing which engaged them earnestly, he, in the 
midst of it, broke out, Pennant tells of bears." 
What he added I have forgotten. They went on. 
which he, being dull of hearing, did not perceive, 
or, if he <Hd, was not willing to break off his talk t 
so he continued to vociferate his remarks, and bear 
(“ like a word in a catch,” as Beauclerk said) was 
rc'}}oatedIy iiuai'd at intervals; which coming from 
him who, by those who did nut know him, hod been 
so often assimilated to tliat ferocious animal, while 
we who were sitting round could hardly ViHe 
laughter, produced a very ludicrous effect Silence 
having ensued, he proceeded; « We are told, that 
the black bear is innocent; but I should not like 
to trust myself with him.” Mr. Gibbon muttered 
in a low tone of voice, ** I should not like to trust 

(1) [Of this celebrated son^ Buniet says, “ Perhaps never 
80 slight a thing so great an eflbcL** According to X^r<i 
Dartmouth^ there was a particular cxprenicMi in it which thi: 
king ronicBibered he had made use oi to Che Eaii of Donwty 
from whence it wu coneJuded that he waa the author*** 'Vht 
song wQl be found in Percy's Religues, vol. ii* p. sTAi when* ii 
is attributed to Iiord Wharton* — 

V2 
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myself with you." This piece of sarcasticpleasantry 
was a prudent resolution, if applied to a competition 
of abilities. (>) ^ 

Patriotism having become one of our topics, 
Johnson suddenly uttered, in a strcmg determined 
tone, an apopbth^m, at which many will start: —* 

Patriotism is the last refuge of a scoundreL” (2) 
But let it be considered, that he did not mean a real 
and generous love of our country, but that pretended 
patriotism, which so many, in all ages and countries, 
iiave made a cloak for self'interest. 1 maintuned, 
that certainly all patriots were not scoundrels. Bei^ 
uiged (not by Johnson) to name one exception, 1 
mentioned an eminent person (^), whom we all 
greatly admired. Johnson. ** Sir, I do not say that 
he is not honest; but we have no reason to conclude 
from his political conduct that he t< honest. Were 
he to accept a place from this ministry, he would 
lose that character of firmness which he has, and 
might be turned out of his place in a year. This 
ministry is neither stable, nor grateful to their friends, 

(l) Mr» Green, the enonymous author of the Diary of a 
lx>rerof Literalure^(prnit4tf at 1 pawkhX itatcis under the date 
of Idth June, 1796, that a fnend whom be de&ignatea by the initial 
M (and whom 1 believe to be my able and obliging friend Sir 
Jamee Mackiacosh), taiking to him of Uie relative ability of 
Burke and Gibboiw said, ** Gibbon might have been cut out of 
a comer of BuTke’s mind without his miaiung it/* I fancy, now 
that enthoaiasm haa cocked, Sir James would be indinod to 
allow Gibbon a laiger ihare of mind, though his intcUccUiai 
poweia can never be compared with Burke*s^C* 

This remarkable sert^, which has rery much amused the 
worl^ will hereafter be still more amusing, when it is known, 
tiait it by the books of the Club, that at tbwmomeia it 

tree uttered., Jar* Ac teas tw lAc chair — C« 

'$) No doubt Mr. Burke. ^ C. 
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as Sir Robert Walpole was; so that he may think 
it more for his interest to take his chance of his 
party coming in ” 

Mrs. Pritchard being mentioned, he said, “ Her 
playing was quite mechanical. It is wonderful how 
little mind she had. Sir, she had never read the tra¬ 
gedy of Macbeth all through. She no more thought 
of the play out of which her part was taken, than a 
shoemaker thinks of the skin outof which the piece of 
leather of which he is making a pair of shoes is cut." 

On Saturday, April 8., I dined with him at Mr. 
Ihrale's, where we met the Irish Dr. CampbeU. 
Johnson hod supped the night before at Mrs. Abing- 
ton’s with some fashionable people whom he named; 
and he seemed much pleased with having made one 
in so elegant a circle. Nor did he omit to pique his 
mistress a little with jealousy of her housewifery; 
for he said, with a smile, Mrs. Ablngton’s jelly, my 
duar lady, was better than yours." 

Mrs. Thrale, who frequency practised a coarse 
mode of flattery, by repeating his hors mots in his 
hearing, told us that he had sud, a certain celebrated 
actor was just fit to stand at the door of an 
auction*room with a long pole, and cry, “ Fray, gen¬ 
tlemen, walk in;’’ and that a certain author, upon 
hearing this, had said, that another still more cele¬ 
brated actor (^) was fit for nothing better than that, 
and would pick your pocket after you came out. 

(1 ) Probably Sheridan. — C. 

(8) Certunly Garrick; the mitkor waa, perhaps Mur^yt 
4 great friend of the Thjrala^ and who ocoaaio&al dlAr* 
eneea with Garricks C* 

U S 
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. OHNSOM. “ Nay, my dear lady, there is no wit in 
what our friend added; there is only abuse. You 
may as well say of any man that he will pick a 
pocket. Besides, the man who is stationed at the 
door does not pick people’s pockets; that is done 
wthin by the auctioneer.” 

Mrs. Throlc told us that Tmn Davies repeated, in 
a very bald manner, the story of Dr. Johnson’s first 
repartee to me, which 1 have related exactly. (>) 
Ho made me say, ** 1 teas bom in Scotland,” instead 
of “ 1 comefrom Scotlandso tliat Johnson’s saying, 
** That, Sir, is what a great many of your countrymen 
caiinbt help,” bad no point, or even meaning; and 
that upon this being mentioned to Mr. Fitzherbert, 
he observed, “ It is not every man that can carry a 
boH tnoC' 

On Monday, April 10., I dined with him at General 
Oglethorpe’s with Mr. Langton and the Irish 

(1) VoL II. p. 164. 

(8) Let me here be allowed to pay my tribute of most siocere 
gratittide to tiic memory of that exevUeat person, my intimacy 
with whom wat> the more valuable to me, because my flnt ao> 
qualntaaco with him was unexpected and unsolicited. Soon 
a^r the publication of my ** Account of Cotrica,” he did me 
rile honour to call on me, and approaching me with a^frank 
courteous air, said, “ My nam^ mr, is Oglethorpe, and 1 wish 
to be acqumnted wirii you.” 1 was not a little flMtercd to be 
thus adc&esscd by an eminent mao, of whom 1 had read in 
Pop^ ihsn my early years, 

w driven by ttrtaiS benevoleeoe of toal, 

Wul By Uke Osletlwtpe ftom pole to pota" 

I waa fortunate enough t6 be found worthy of his good opinion, 
inaomueb, that I not only waa invited to make one in the udnjr 
reqwctable companies whom be entertained at his table, tout bad 
a cover at his hospitable board every d^ when I hay^n^ to 
be disengaged ; and in his society I never foiled to enjoy learned 
end animated cont'ersarion, Masoned wftli genuiBe sentiments 
of viitne and religkw. 
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Dr. Campbell, whom the General had obligingly given 
me leave to bring with me. This learned gentleman 
was thus gratified with a very high intellectual feast, 
by not only being in company with Dr. Johnson, but 
with General Oglethorpe, who had been so long a 
celebrated nanie both at honin and abroad. 

1 must, again and again, entreat of my readers not 
to suppose that my imperfect record of conversation 
•contains the whole of what was said by Johnson, or 
other eminent persons who lived with him. What I 
have preserved, however, has the value of the most 
perfect authenticity. 

He this day enlarged upon Pope’s melancholv 
rrmai'k, 

Man never 4i» but to be 

He aAsertedi that t/ie preseni was never a happy state 
to any human being; but that, as every part of life, 
of which wc are conscious, was at some point of time 
a period yet to come, in j^icli felicity was expected, 
there was some happines^^oduced by hope. Being 
premed upon this snbject, and asked if he really was 
of opinion, that though, in general, happiness was 
very rare in human life,* a man was not sometimes 
happy in the moment tKat was present, he answered, 
** Never, but when he is drunk." (') 

( 1 ) It was a gloomy faiom of hj% that the paios and misarica 
of human life outweighed iu happiness and good; but on a 
lad 7 a asking him, wbmer he would not pmut the ease and 
quiet of common life to be put into the awe of bappineas and 
good, he eeenied embammed (veir unusual with him), and. 
Answering in Uie aArtii«tiTe« rose nom bis seat, as if to avoid 
the inferfoce and reply, wh^ bit answer authorised the lady 
to make. —Hiss RarMoLna. 

Dr. Jobnsra did not like ahy one who said they were happy* 

U4 
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He urged General Oglethorpe to give the world 
hii Life. He said, ** I know no man whose Life 
would be moro interesting. If I were furnished with 
materials, I should be verj glad to write it.” (') 

Mr. Scott of Amwell’s Elegies were lying in the 
room. Dr. Johnson observed, ** They are very well; 
but such as twenty people might write.” Upon this 
1 took occasion to controvert Horace's maxim, 

••medioeribus etse poctii 
Non D!» non homines non conccitftre columns 

for here (I observed) was a very middle-rate poet^ 
who pleased many readers, and therefore poetry of a 
middle sort was entitled to some esteem; nor could 


or who said anj one cite was ao» ** It was aU he would 

crjf; ** the dog knows he is miserable all the time.** A ftiend 
whom he loved ezccediMty, told him on some occasion noU 
withstandingf that his wifo^ niter was refUfv hMppv, and called 
upon the lady to ronhrm his assertion, wbid she did somewhat 
roundly as we say, and with an accent and manner capable of 
offbading Dr. Johnson, if her Mrition had not been sufficient, 
without any thing more, to puti|H> in a very ill humour. ^ If 
your sistei^in«law is really tbe^ratented being ahe proftsaee 
herself, Sir,** said he, " her life gives the lie to every research 
of humanity; for she is happy vnihout health, without beauty, 
wMmut momyt and without understanding.** This story he 
told me himself; and when 1 expressed aomming of the bormr 
1 felt, The same stupidity,** mid be, ** which prompted her to 
extol felicity Ae new felt, hindered her from feeling what 
ahocka you on repetition. ] tell you, the woman is ugly, and 
sickly, and foolim, and po<v$ arc would it not make a man 
hang himself to beer sutt a creature my itvras happy?**—. 
FwSfu 

( 1 ) The General soemod uswiQing to enter upon it at this 
dme ; but upm a subsequent occadon be communicated to mo 
a nxmjmat « paitieolan, iHiich I have committed to writing; 
but 1 was not soffidentlv diligent in bbtsinlng more from him, 
not twrebending that Us friends were so soon to lose him; foi 
Dotwmstndingbis gre a t age, be was vtfy h^thy a^^/igorous, 
and was at left qarried offby a violent few , whica is oftM fatal 
at any period of life 
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• I see why poetry should not» like every thing els^ 

A 

have different gradations of excellence^ and conse* 
quently of value. Johnson repeated the common 
remark, that ** as there is no necessity for our having 
poetry at all, it being merely a luxury, an instrument 
of pleasure, it con have no value, unless when ex¬ 
quisite in its kind.” 1 declared myself not satisfied. 

Why, then. Sir,” said he, ** Horace and you must 
settle it.” He was not much in the humour of talkii^. 

No more of his conversation for some days ap¬ 
pears in my jhumal, except that when a gentleman 
told him he had bought a suit of lace for hU lady, 
he said, Well, Sir, you have done a good thing 
and a wise tiling.” ** 1 have done a good thing,” 
siud the gentleman, but I do not know that I have 
done a wise thing.” Johnson. Yes, Sir; no 
money is better spent than what is laid out for do¬ 
mestic satisfaction. A man is pleased that his wife 
is dressed as well as other peo|de; and a wife is 
pleased that she is dressed.” 

On Friday, April 14 '., being Good Friday, 1 re¬ 
paired to him in the morning, according to my 
usual custom on that dhy, and breakfasted with him. 
1 observed that he fasted so very strictly, that he 
did not even taste bread, and took no milk witih 
his tea; I suppose because it is a kind of aiUBud 
food. 

He entered upon the state of Ae naUon, and thus 
discoursed: “ Sk-, the great misfortune now is, 
t hat, government has too little power. AH &at it 
has to bestow must of necessity be given to support 
ifiielf; so that it cannot reward merit. No man, foi 
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i&stancet can noirbe made a biahop for his learning 
and piety (1); hU only chance for promotion is his 
being connected with somebody who has parlia¬ 
mentary interest. Our several ministers in this 
reign have outbid each other in concessions to the 
people. Lord Buie, though a very honourable man, 
— a man who meant well, — a mao who had his 
blooi' full of prerogative, — was a theoretical 
statesman, a book-minister, and thought this coun¬ 
try could be governed by the influence of the crown 
^one. Then, Sir, he gave up a great deal. He 
advised the king to agree that the judges should 
hold their places for life, instead of losing them at 
the accession of a new king. Lord Bute, I sup¬ 
pose, thought to make the king popular by this con¬ 
cession ; but the people never minded it; and it was 
a most impolitic measure. There is no reason why 
a judge should hold his office for life, more than any 
o^er person in public trust. A judge may be 
partial otherwise than to the crown; we have seen 
judges partial to the populace. A judge may he* 
come corrupt, and yet there may not be legal 


(t) From tiiii too Juit obsemtion there are aome eminont 
exce^onas ^ B* That a genera) asstertion should be pro¬ 
nounced ioo Jtui bj the reiy peraon who admits timt it is not' 
uni?mall]r Just is a little odd ; but» moreo^r» the ** eminent 
esceptioa '^destroy the whole force of the assertion. In a con¬ 
stitution of gorenimetit and society like our% influmce^ interestf 
aJid connacnoDs must have sow weight in the distribution even 
of dittrch patroDage. Johnaon^s aaseitton was that they had all 
tiie wagbt) to Oxt utter sschwen of piety and learning. Boa* 
trell» denying the entire exclusion^ defeats the Torce oi 
Johnaon^s dbaer^dooi which ewlainly was too broadly and^ of 
cuvrat^ i n ao n ee tt y aipremedi Tbe truth U» that in *ao pro- 
feeiloo have then been so many instaDcee of the elevation of 
mea of hitiiti»la origin* as in the <»orch* 
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evidence against him. A judge may become fro> 
ward from age. A judge may grow unfit for his 
office in many ways. It was desirable that there 
should be a possibility of being delivered from him 
by a new king. That is now gone by an act of 
parliament ex gratid of the crown. Lord Bute ad* 
vised the king to give up a very large sum of 
money ('), for which nobody thanked him. It was 
of consequence to the king, but nothing to the 
public, among whom it was divided. When I say 
Lord Bute advised, I mean, that such nets were done 
when he was minister, and we are to suppose that 
he advised them. Lord Bute showed an undue 
partiality to Scotchmem. He turned out Dr. Ki* 
chols (^), a very eminent man, from being physician 
to the king, to make room fur one of his country* 
men, a man very low in his profession. (■'^) He had 
• •*•«****• ^4^ * * * * to go on errands for 

(l) The money ansinff from the property of the pdses taken 
betbre the declnration or vrar, which were given to his 
by the peace of Paris, and amounted to upwards of 700,000^ 
and from tho iunds in the ceded inUndSi which wefe estimated 
at 900,000/. more# Surely, there was a noble Tnumfleence ik 
this eiil from a monarch to his j^ple. And let it be remeni- 
bereo, that during the Earl of Bute's administration, the king 
was g^idouiiy pleased to gire.up the bereditaiw revenues of Ik 
crown, and to MCept, instead of them, of me lirDited.suin of 
BOOfOdol, a year; upon which Blackstone observes, that The 
hcr^'tary revenues, being put under the same management m 
the other branches of the public potrimonv, will proiuice morsb 
and be}»tter collected than heretofore; uatbe puplie is a gajo^ 
of upvmdC of ]00,000/. pa- annum, by this.di&intmstad bounty 
df Us M||esty«**— Com* book L chap. viii. p. 3d0« 

(9) Frank Nichols, Ms D. He was of £x^er CoU^e« 
Died 177B«— Hall. 

(3) Probably Dr. Duncan, appointed physlciaii to the king 
in 1760. ^ C. 

(4) Wedderbum. ^C. 



SOO LIFE OF J0RK8OH. 1775, 

Aim. He hid oocaeioa for peoide to go on emnds 
for him; bnt he should not have bad Scotchmen; 
aadt oeitaanlj, he should ndl have suffered them 
to have access to him before the first people in 
England.’' 

I told him, that the admission of one of them 
before the first people in England, which had given 
the greatest offence, was no more than what hap¬ 
pens at every minister’s levee, where those who 
attend are admitted in the order that they have 
come, which is better than admitting them accord¬ 
ing to ther rank: for if that were to be the rule, a 
man who has waited all the morning might have 
the mortification to see a peer, newly come, go in 
before him, and keep him waiting sUU. Johhson. 
“ Tme, Sir; but • • • •(>) should not have come to 
the levee, to be in the way of people of consequence. 
He taw Lord Bute at all times; and could have 
said what he had to say at any time, as well as at 
the levee. There is now no prime minister: there 
is only an agent for government in the House of 
ComnHMis. We are governed by the cabinet; bnt 
there is no one head there since Sir Robert Wal¬ 
pole's time.” Boswell. ** What then. Sir, is the 
use of parliament ? ” Johksok. “ Why, Sir, piu^ 
liament is a la^ eouneU to the king; and the ad¬ 
vantage of sneb a council is, having a great number 
of men of proper^ eonoemed in the legislature, 
who, for their own interest, will not consent to bad 
laws. And you must have observed, Sir, the ad- 


(I) Hons,—C. 
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ministration is feeble and timid, and cannot act with 
that authority and resolution which is necessaiy. 
Were 1 in power, I ilould turn out every man who 
dared to oppose me. Government has the distri¬ 
bution of ofiices, that it may be enatded to muntain 
its authority." 

« Lord Bute," he added, ** took down too fast, 
without building up sometliing new." Boswzli.. 
“ Because, Sir, he found a rotten building. The 
political coach was drawn by a set of bad horses; 
it was necessary to change them." Jorhsow. 

But he should have changed them one by one.” 

I told him 1 had been informed by Mr. Orme, 
that many parts of the East Indies were better 
mapped than the Highlands of Scotland. Johnson. 
“ TW a country may be mapped, it must be tra¬ 
velled over." ** Nay," said 1, meaning to laugh 
with him at one of his prejudices, “ can’t you say, it 
is not wortA mapping ? ” 

As we walked to St. Clement’s church, and saw 
several shops open upon this most solemn fast-day 
of the Christian world, 1 remarked, that one dis¬ 
advantage arising from the immensity of London 
was, that nobody. was heeded by his neighbour; 
there was no fear of censure for not observing Good 
Fri<bty, as it ought to be kept, and as it is kept in 
country towns. He said, it was, upon the whole, very 
well observed even in London. He however owned 
that London was too large Q ); but added, It is 
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nonsense to say tlte head is too big for the body. 
It would be as much too big, though the body wer^ 
ever so large ; that is to sayf though the country 
was ever so extensive. It has no similarity to a head 
connected with a body.” 

Dr. Wctherell, master of the University College, 
Oxford, accompanied us home from church; and 
after he was gone, there came two other gentlemen, 
one of whom uttered the common>placc complaints, 
that by the increase of taxes, labour would be dear, 
other nations would undersell us, and our commerce 
would be ruined. Johnson (smiling). “ Never 
fear, Sir; our commerce is in a very good state; 
and suppose wc had no commerce at all, we could 
live very well on the produce of our own coun¬ 
try.” (') 1 cannot omit to mention, that 1 never 
knew any man who was less disposed to be que¬ 
rulous than Johnson. Whether the subject w’as liis 
own situation, or the state of tlic public, or the state 
of human nature in general, though he saw the 
evils, his mind was turned to resolution, and never 
to whining or complaint 

We went again to St Clement's in the afternoon. 
He had found fault with the preacher in the room¬ 
ing for not choosing a text adapted to the day. The 
preacl^r in the afternoon had chosen one extremely 
proper: ** It is finished.” 

After the evening service, he said, ** Come, you 
shall go home wHh me, and sit just an hour.” But 

(l) [Sm. en ttaii pt^nt, apunphlet entitled, « Britain inda- 
pmdeot of Commerce” br William Spence, Esq., IwnO 
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be was better than his word; for after we hod drunk 
tea with Mrs. Williams, he asked me to go up to his 
study with him, whci% wc sat a long while together 
iu a serene undisturbed frame of mind, sometimes 
in silence, and sometimes conversing, as we felt our¬ 
selves inclined, or more properly speaking, as he was 
inclined; for during all the course of my long in¬ 
timacy with him, my respectful attention never 
abated, and my wish to hear him was such, that I 
constantly watched every dawning of communication 
from that great and illuminated mind. 

He observed, ** All knowledge is of itself of some 
value. There is nothing so minute or inconsider¬ 
able, that 1 would not rather know it than not. In 
the some manner, all power, of whatever sort, is oi 
itself desirable. A man would not submit to learn 
to hem a ruffle rf)f his wife, or bis wife's maid : but 
if a mere wish couhi attain it, he would rather wuh 
to be able to bom a ruffle.” (*) 

He again advised me to keep a journal fully and 
minutely, but not to mention such trifles as that 
meat was too much or too little done, or that the 
weather was fair or rainy. He had till very near 
his death a contempt for the notion that the weather 
afi'ects the human frame. 

I told him that our friend Goldsmith hod said to 
me that he had come too late into the world, for that 
Pope and other poets had taken up the places in.the 
Temple of Fame; so that as but a few at any period 

I 

uidf duit b« had mot attempted to lean 
mgttw Dmipitei^titeer: patt, Tth*Aprils 1778* 
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can possets poetical reputation, a man of genius can 
now hardly acquire it. Johnson. “ That is one 6. 
the most sensible things I have ever heard of Gold« 
smith. It is difficult to get literary fame, and it is 
every day growing more difficult Ah, Sir, that 
should make a man think of securing happiness in 
another world, which all who try sincerely for it 
may attain. In comparison of that, how little are 
all other things I The belief of immortality is im¬ 
pressed upon all men, and all men act under an im¬ 
pression of it, however they may talk, and though, 
perhaps, they may be scarcely sensible of it” I said, 
it appeared to me that some people had not the leasf 
notion of immortality; and I mentioned a distin- 
gcntleman of our acquuntance. Johnson. 
** Sir, if it were not for the notion of immortality, 
he would cut a throat to fill his pockets.” When 
1 quoted this to BeaucleHc, wlio knew much more 
of the gentleman than we did, he smd in his acid 
manner, ** He would cut a throat to fill hie pockets, 
if it were not for fear of being hanged.” 

Dr. Johnson proceeded: “ Sir, there is a great 
cry about infidelity: but there are, in reality, very 
few infidels. 1 have heard a person, originally a 
Quaker, but now, I am afraid, a Deist, say, that he 
did not believe there were, in all England, above two 
hundred infidels.” 

He was pleased to say, “ If yon come to settle 
fam, we will have one day in tiie week on which 
we win meet by ourselves. That is the happies, 
conversation where there is no oompetiti^, no 
vanity, but* a calm quiet interebange of 
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ments.’* In his priTste register this evemng is thus 
ma^ed, 

** Boswell sat with me till night; we had seme serious 
talk.**(») 

It also appears from the same record^ Aat after I 

left him he was occupied in rcUpous duttes^ in 

*' ^Ting FxandSj his aerraatj some dincdom for pre* 
pmdon to eommunlcate; in zeriewing his Ufei and re. 
sorTing on better coodact." 

“ £Mter Eve, April 15. 1779. — 1 rose more rerlj 
than IS common, after a ni^it disturbed by flatulencies, 
though 1 had taken so little. 1 prayed, but my mhid 
was unsettled, and 1 did not fix upon the b(v>k. ' After 
the bread and tea, 1 trifled, and about tlnee ordered 
coffee and buna for my dinner. I And more fUntness 
and anetdness in fud^ dian I did formerly..—While 
co&e WM preparing, Collier came in, a man whom 
I had not seen fbr mote than twenty yean, but whom 
I cotisulled about Blaoky'e booki. We talked of old 
fhendk and piit ooeurrencee, and eat and drank togedter. 
Z then read a little in the Testament, and tried Fiddes'a 
Body of Disini^, but did not ■etUe.v I then went to 
evening prayer, a^ ikas tolerably composed." (.>) 

The humility and piety whidi he discoven on such 
tecasions is truly edifying. . No saint, however, in 
the course of his relipous warftre, w^Mbore sensible 
of the unhappy faQure of pious pesolvea than John- 
•on. He s^d Mie day, telking to an aequaintaaoe 
on this enlgect, ** Sir, hdl is paved with good in- 
tmttiona." (>) 

( 1 ) Prayers and MsditsMan^ p. 19. 

(a) Xbid. p. 130. 

(8) a pseraiWil MetattCe. ^BsO," stan Hstbei^ 
*>bi>>l^M8Mwtesa<wtobtega''*>J88BlaPnite^ 
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Od Sunday, 16Ui April, being Eacter-day, after 
baying attended tb^kolemn eervice at St Paul’s, I 
dined with Br. Johnson and Mrs. Williams. I 
maintained that Horace was wrong in placing hap¬ 
piness in Nil admirarit for that I thought admiration 
one of the most agreeable of all our feelings; and I 
regretted that I had lost much of my disposition to 
admire, which people generally do as tliey ad\ ance 
ID life. Johnson. ** Sir, as a man advances in life, 
he gets what is better than admtr(Uton,^judffm9ntt 
to estimate things at their true value.” 1 still in* 
sisted that admiration was more pleasing than judg¬ 
ment, as love is more plea<>ing than friendship. The 
feeling of friendship is like that of bung com¬ 
fortably filled with roast beef; love, like being 
cnbvened with champagne. Johnson. “ No, Sir; 
admiration and love are like being intoxicated with 
elMunpAgne; judgment and friendship like being 
eiilivened. Waller has hit upon the same thought 
with you(>): but I don’t believe you have borrowed 
from Waller. I wish you would enable yourself to 
borrow more.” 

He then took occasion to enlarge on the ad¬ 
vantages of vnaing, and combated the idle super¬ 
ficial notion, ^ knowledge enough may be 
acquired in conversation. *1116 foundation,” said 
he, ** must be laid by reading. General principles 
must be had from books, which, however, must be 
brought to the test of real life. In conversation you 


(1) m iwMt «sd foo4 

^ tN mu dtlfdM M, 
Kt mad 4m Imm 
Ii* aafl iMmi to tha tel 
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never get a system. Wbat U said upon a subject 
U to ^ gatberod from a hundred people. The 
parts of a truth, which a man gets thus, ore at such 
a distance from each other that he never attains to a 
full view.” 


Lzransia TO BENNET LANGTOM. ESa 

"April 17. 1775. 

TIbab 8m,hive inq^uired more xninntdy about 
the methdne for the rheumadam, which 1 am sorry to 
bear that you still want. The receipt is tliM * 

" Take equal quantities of floor of sulphur, and flour 
of mustard-seed, make them an cJectuary wiA honey or 
treacle; and take a bolus as big as a nutmeg severe 
times a day, as you con bear it; drinking after it a 
quarter of a pint of the infusion of the root of lovage. 

•* Lovage, in Ray’a * Nomenclature,' is levisticom: 
perhaps die botanists may know the Latin name. Of 
diia medidne I pretend not to judge. There is all dm 
appearance of ita efficacy, which a single ii 
atford: the patknt was very old, the j^n^bry violent, 
and the relief, 1 think, speedy a^ lagHoi 
My opinion of alterative medii 
quid tentosfe noce&it ? if it does hai 
it may be omitted; but that it maj 
I ho]^, reason to think is desiit.^ 
ailecthmatt, humble servant. 


not high, but 
does no good, 
'pood, you have, 
ffir, your most 
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CHAPTER Z. 
llts. 

JDmmt at Oam CavAridgia. — FmaiU |9Mra« 
Paintert. ^ ** OeodJktmourtd Am 

WaUan’a ** Lhmr » FbMerg. Biatarg. 

BabtU. — ** 3V Beggar'* Opam." Bubard 
Brtnel^ Sheridan. — Modem PoBBoe. Sir Meger 
de Coverky. — VieU to Bediam. Sttnd^ CeneuU- 
ahone. — Oray'e Lettere. — Jkhga^. ^ JeftMPvV 
JUh^ —X<rta w to Xonfton, Mre. nrah, 

Bambie tnto the Middle Cewihee.^Tew to JPVcMM. 


Ok Tuesday, AprQ 18^ he and I ward ei^aged to 
^ jj th Sir Joshua Reynolds to dine with Mr. Cam* 
bridgeT^^ his baantiful villa on the binki of the 
Thames, ne/* Twickenham* Dr. Johnson’s 
gmtb was sr*,, that Sir Jodina, who hid na 
Appointment^* ichmond early in the 
•hUged to go imself on heviebaek, laaviqf li^" 
noAeh to and me. Johnson irae 

go4d spirits, that ^'^ury thing seemed to 
AS we #Dve along. \ ; 

Oqit eonvensdonLanied on a variety efeujQwto. 
lyjl&ought porindtfpamting an uni«optf etnidoy- 
wA for A woman, ff) "Pnblie practice of soy 
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art,” he obaerted, "and atarieg in men'a feoea, la 
very indelioate in « female.” I happened to atait a 
queation, irheiher when a knowa that some of 
his intimate fnenda are invited to the honpe of an- 
oUier firiend» with whom they are all equally intimate, 
he may join them without an invitatimi. JoHavaoN. 

Sir; he is not to go when he ia not invited. 
They may be invited on porpoae to abuse him,” 
smiling. 

As a curiona instance how little a man knows, or 


wishes to know, his own ebaraeter in the worid, or 
father as a convincing proof that Johnson's rough¬ 
ness was ocfo-eKtemal, and did not proceed from 
faia heart, the following dialogue. JoHirsoK. 

* It ia won^^n^ Sir, how rare a quality good 
hnmow ia in ifk. We meet with very few good- 
Ikmvred miesu'^ I mentioned four of our frienda, 
H^S^Vhcun ka would allow to be good-humonre^^ 
*0r)aBid, another was uNtddiy, and t&.oS8Vf^e 
1^ ch^ieotiona whioii have escaped^^ Then 
diaking hia bea^'nndstretching k at eaa a 
(he coach, and tel&ig ▼fth mu^' Aplatmncy, ae 
toned to me and said, ** I loolJ Wn a 

good-h&moured fellow.” The Khet ap¬ 

plied to the great lexicQgT^>htf,,Jne stately m«alia^ 
tibe antidy crido, as if it haaiieen Sam Johnsim, 
a men pleataat companion,yaa h^iUy diverting $ 
and tfak l^ht notien of hin»al||^ atitu^ me with 
wtmder. I answered, also auUag| “No, no, Sir; 
that will do. Ton are good-m^ued, but dot 
gPdd TOtt wa iraadUe.'' Ton have not 

padpny wHI/wOp^aiid absurdity. 1 believe yo« 


r ^ ^ 

e stately m««lia^ 
en Sam Johnsim, 
h^lUy diverting; 
atitu^ me with 
A«No, no, Sir; 
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would pardon them, if there were time to deprecate 
your vengeance ; but punishment follows so quick 
after sentence, that they counot escape.” 

1 had brought with me a great bundle of Scotch 
magazines and newspapers, in which his “Journey 
to the Western Islands” was attacked in es'ery 
mode: and I read a great part of them to him, 
knowing they would afford him entertainment. 1 
wish the writers of them had been present; they 
would have been sufficiently vexed. One ludicrous 
imitation of his style, by Mr. Maclaurin, now one 
of the Scotch judges, witli tlie title of Lord Drt g- 
hom, was distinguished by him from the rude muss. 
“ This,” said he; “ is the best. But I could cari¬ 
cature my own style much better myself.” He 
defended his remark upon the general insufficiency 
of education in Scotland; and confirmed to me 


Lt he auth enticity o^ his witty saying on the learning 
of tte S&s^ch—“Their learning is like bread in a 
besieged toY^ * every man gets a little, but no man 
gets a full m* ”(■) “There is,” said he, “in 
Scotland, a dn n of learning, a certain portion 
of it widely and^ioly spread. A merchant has as 
much learningof their clergy.” 

He talked of “ iS^C Walton’s Lives,” which was 
one of his most favmcrite books. ' Dr. Donne’s life, 
he said, was the mdit perfect of them. He ob¬ 
served, that “it waslwonderftil that Walton, who 


( 1 ) Mrs. Fiosa repeats ws story (p. SM.), laon- 

.' Isuly end more forcibly, though with rather 1 m Jalicacy 
^c^reesioa—JSyery man gets » hut M ll^‘ahll|i|h- 
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was in a very low situation of life* should hare 
been famUiarly received by so mgnj great men* 
and that at a time when the ranks of society wore 
kept more separate than they are now.” He sup¬ 
posed that Walton had then given up his business 
as a Imeudrapcr and sempster, and was only an 
.autlH>r(^) ; and added* ** that he was a great pane-, 
gyrist.’' Boswell. “No quahty will get a man 
more friciidH than a disposition to admire the 
qualities of others. I do not mean flattery* but a 
«ije( rc artmiratioji.” Johnson. “ Nay, Sir, flattery 
plr>ase« \'i^ry gencToIly. In the first place, the 
flaru'for may think wlmt 1«- saya to bo true ? but, in 
tl r v'roiid piorc, whether lie Ihinks so or not, he 
Cl rtamly thinks those whom he fiat.ers of C'n* 
6^‘quence enough to be flattered.” 

No sooner had we made our bow' to Mr. Cam- 
briilgp* in his library, than Joh.ison ran c^ej^y-.*.a 
on'‘ side of the room, intent on poring over the 
baoks of the books.(^} Sir Joshua o'rscrved (aside), 
“ He lujis to the books as 1 do to the pictures ; but 


( 1 ) Ji>hnsM*§ conjecture wis errofi .tnis. did noi: 

retire iTom biwiiiefis till 1645. But iv Dr. King, Bishop 
of Chichester, in a letter prefixed to.^ts Tieutions his 

baTing been familiarly Acquainted *^ith him for forty jean; 
ft&d in 1631 be was so intimate w)A l)r. Donne, that he was 
one of the friends who attendr^ him on his deuthbed.— 
J* Boiwsix,JuD« 


> (8) The first time l;e dined witit lie was shown into my 
bo^ room, and instanUy pored ovjr the lettering of each Toiume 
within his reach* My collection of books is very miscellaneous 
and I feared thtere sdgfat be some among them that he would 
pot Bjut seeing m number of volumes very eonsiderabk^ 

yip SA& ^ You ere an honest man to have fonned so great na 

^klu^ledge.** Bu AnitTv 

*4 • 
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I have the advvitage. I can see maeh more of the 
jrictures than he can of the books.*' Mr. Cam¬ 
bridge, upon this, politdy said, “ Dr. Johnson, I 
am going, with your pardon, to accuse myself, for 
1 have the same custom which I perceive you have. 
But it seems odd that one should have such a 
desire to look at the backs of books.** Johnson, 
ever ready for contest, instantly started from his 
reverie, wheeled about and answered, Sir, the 
reason is very plain. Knowledge is of two kinds. 
We know a subject ourselves, or we know where 
we can find informarion upon it. When we in* 
quire into any subject, the first thing we have to 
do is to know what books hare treated of iL *11110 
leads us to look at catalogues, and the backs of 
books in libraries.*' Sir Joshua observed to me 
the extraordinary promptitude with which Johnson 
ftew upoB an aipiment “ Yes,” said I, he has no 
formal preparation, no flourishing with his sword; 
he is through your body in an instant.*'(>) 

Johnson was here solaced with an elegant enter* 
tainment, a very accompUsbed family, and much 
good company ^ abmng whom was Mr. Harris of 
Salisbury, who paimjbim many compliments on hia 
“ Journey to the Western Islands.” 

The common remmv as to the utility of reading 
history being made; — Johnson. “ We must eoo*> 
sider how veiy littie history there is; 1 mean real 

fl) Mr*. Pwm deacribci JohnsoD'a pnarn it i t wl B of 
s^ttpreawm on such ocesnons ty a vtry bSmy fitmttti 
•(m* •* Hti notions rose op like the dn ig o a a Mlpa bf 
Csdnnu, sU rudj clc She^ sad M Mjia mtagarm 
hsttle.’'-.C. V 
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authentic hintoiy. (^) That certain kings reigned» 
and certain battles were fought, we can depend 
upon as true; but all the colouring, all the phil<K 
Bophy of history is conjecture.” Boswbll. "Then, 
Sir, you would reduce all history to no better than 
an almanac, a mere chronological series of remark¬ 
able events.” Mr. Gibbon, who must at that time 
have been employed upon his history, of which he 
published the first volume in the following year, 
was present; but did not step forth in defence of 
that species of writing. He probably did not like 
to trust himself with Johnson. (^) 

Johnson observed, that the force of our early 
hahits was so great, that though reason approved, 
nay, though our senses relished a different course^ 
almost every man returned to them. 1 do not 
believe there is any observation upon human na> 
turc better founded than this; and in many cases, 
it is a very painful truth; for where early habits 
have been mean and WTet<died, the joy and ele¬ 
vation resulting from better modes of life must be 
damped by the gloomy consciousness of being 
under an almost inevitable doom to sink bock into 
a situation which we recollect wi^b disgust. It 
surely may be prevented, by constant attention and 
unremitting exertion to establish contrary habits of 
superior efficacy* i 

** The Beggar's Opera,” and the common question, 
whether it was penridoua in Ha effects, having been 

(t> ToI. IU. p. sa B. —C. 

ass mUt p- Ctt. 
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introduced ; — Johnson. ** As to tliis matter, 
which has been very much contested, 1 myself ant 
of opinion, that more influeDce has been a^ertbtu 
to *The Beggar’s Opera* than it in PcalilY eM'i 
had; for I do not believe that any man was ever 
made a rogue by being present at its representation. 
A t tlie same time 1 do not deny that it may have 
some indueoce, by making the character of a rogue 
familiar, and in some degree pleasing.** (') Then 
collecting himself, as it were, to give a heavy 
Stroke: ** There is in it such a labtfaetaiton of all 
principles as may be injuii^hs to morality.” 

While he pronounced this response, we sat in a 
comical sort of restraint, smothering a laugh, which 
we were afraid might burst out. In his Life of 
Gay, he has been still more decisive as to the in¬ 
efficiency of The Beggar’s Opera” in corrupting 
society. But I have ever thought somewhat differ¬ 
ently; for, indeed, not only are the gaiety and 
heroism of a highwayman very captivating to a 
youthful imagination, but the arguments for adven¬ 
turous depredation are so plausible, the allusions so 


(1) A very cmhiest pbyndsa, ^oee diwemxnent is as acute 
and penetraMng id judRiog of the himun character at it imd 
lus own profoMon, remarked once at a club where I was that a 
lively young man, fiind of pleasure, and without money, would 
haimy reust a solicitation from his mistress to go upon the 
hiRfaway, immediately after bemg present at the representation 



Wt mw it has had a beneficial efifbet in 
men, making them lam ferotac 
19ta gendwiietk” Upon «d»eb 
the Orpheus 


ibwcf hig ^ hw ay incn; 
lefiidug uist (»« of 


Orpheus of h^iwsyiBSn, 
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lively, and the contrasts with the ordinary and 
more punful modes of acquiring property are so 
artfully displayed, that it requires a cool and strong 
judgment to resist so imposing an aggregate: yet, 
I own, I should be very s*Ty tp have “ The 
Beggar’s Opera" suppressed; for there is in it so 
much of real London life, so much brilliant wit, 
and such a variety of airs, which, fVom early asso* 
(nation of ideas, eng;^, soothe, and enliven the 
mind, that no perfonnanoe which the theatre ex- 
hibits delights me more. 

The late ivorthy'' Duke of QueenBbnry(i), as 
Thom.san, in his ^'Seasons," justly characterises him, 
told me, tliat when Gay showed him ** The Beg¬ 
gar’ 8 Opera," his Graeme's ol^ervadon was, “ This b 
a very odd thing, Gay; X am satisfied that it is 
either a very good thing, or a very bad thing." It 
proved the former, beyond the wannest expectations 
of the author, or his friends. Mr. Cambridge, 
however, showed us to-day, that there was good 
reason enough to doubt (Mmceming its 6u<K!eB8. He 
was told by Quin, that during the first night of its 
appearance it was long in a very.dubious state; 
Utat there was a disposition to damn it, 'and that it 
was saved by the song, 

** Oh poDder well! be not MTore I * 

4 

file audieflee being much affected the innocent 
iooks of P<4ly, wbmt she osme to^those two lines. 




jA) .Tlw fhisd 'rf-Qoeenihnry, and eeeond Duke of 

He died in 
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which exhibit at once a painful and lidiculoua 
image, 

*■ For oo the rope that hangi my degr, 

D^iendf poor FoUy’a life.” 

Quin himself had so* bad an opinion of it, that he 
refused the part of Captain Macheath, and gare it 
to Walker, who acquired great celebrity by his 
grave yet animated performance of it. 

We talked of a young gentleman’s marriage (>) 
with an eminent singer, and his determination that 
she should no longer sing in public, though bis father 
was very earnest she should, because hertalents would 
be liberally rewarded, so as to make her a good 
fortune. It was questioned whether the young 
gentleman, who had not a shilling in the world, but 
was blest with very uncommon talents, was not 
foolishly delicate, or foolishly proud, and his father 
truly rational without being mean. Johnson, with 
ldl the high ^irit of a Roman senator, exclaimed, 
^ He resolved wisdy and nobly to be sure. He is 
a brave man. Would not a gentleman be disgraced 
hf having his wife ringing publicly for hire ? No, 
Sir, there ocn be no doubt here. I know not if I 
shenld not prepare myself for a public singer as 
readily as let my wife be one.*' 

Johnson arraigned the modem politics of this 


fl) Ibta, M deab^ alluilhs to Mr. Sldord Brinsley Sheii. 
dsn’e reftml to sUow bis wife to siss in poMfe. Her singing 
wt Oifbrd, at flie tasuTktkm at Lora North«as duncdlor, in 
177% was pot an the feotfng of cUigieg Us Lordship and 
Che unirernty} and wbe^ on that occaaMP, seraral degrasa 
ware eosArre^ in fea acadaaiic fimn of ** Aofioife flaitri,” Lord 
Voitt slrivaboorre% tMSbolte'Bdiflrsariiealibo^iihorw 


177% was pot <« tae mottng or enugiog ws A/orosiu 
Che UBirernty} and wbe^ oo that occaaMO, seraral d 
ware coaftrre^ in fea acadaaiic form of “ hoijoife flaitri,' 
Voftt sl ^*ie rre% tM Shgito’s iagrss riteoli bs * 


X 



JEtat. 66* 


MODERN POLITICS. 


817 


country, as entirely devoid of all principle of what* 
ever kind. “ Politics,'* sud he, are now nothing 
more than means of rising in the world. With 
sole view do men engage in politics, and their whole 
conduct proeceds upon it. How different in that 
respect is the state of the nation now from what it 
was in the time of Charles the First, during the 
Usurpation and after the Restoration, in the time 
of Charles the Second. Hudibras affords a strong 
proof how much hold political principles had then 
upon the minds of men. There is in Hndibi^ a 
great deal of bullion which will always last. But to 
be sure the brightest strokes of his wit owed their 
force to the impression of the characters, which waa 
upon men's minds at the time; to their knowing 
them, at table and in the street; in short, being 
miliar with them; and above all, to his satire l^ng 
directed against those whom a little while before 
they had bated rAd feared. The nation in general 
has ever beed loyal, has been at all times attached to 
the monarch, though a few daring rebels have been 
wonderfully powerftil for a time. The murder of 
Charles the First was undoubtedly not committed 
with the approbation or consent of tifr people. Had 
that been the cose, pariioment would not have ven¬ 
tured to consign the regicides to their deserved 
punishment. And we know what exuberance of 
joy there was when Charies the Second was re¬ 
stored. If Charles the Second had bent all his mind 
to it, had made it fais sole object, be might have 
been as absolute as l^mis the Fourteenth.'*(') A 

(1) Du Ofi JotaDioii fo rg et the poim of tiie public 
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gentleman observed he would have done no harm if 
he had. Johnson* “ Why* Sir, absolute pruices 
seldom do any harm. But they who are governed 
by them are governed by chance. There is no 
security for good govemmeot.” Cambrioox. 
** There have been many sad viotims to absolute 
government.’' Johnson. “ So, Sir, have there been 
to popular factions.” Boswell. ** The question is, 
which is worst, one wild beast or many ? ” 

Johnson praised ** The Spectator,” particularly 
the character of Sir Roger dc Coveriey. He soi^ 
Sir Roger did not die a violent death, as has been 
generally fancied. He was not killed; he died only 
because others were to die, and because his death 
afforded an opportunity to Addison for some very 
fine writing. We have the example of Cervantes 
making Don Quixote die. 1 never could soc why 
Sir Roger is represented as a little cracked. It ap¬ 
pears to me that Uie story of the wffiow was intended 
have something superinduced updh it; but the 
snperstructure did not come.” 

Somebody found fault with writing verses in a 
dead language, maintaining that they were merely 
arrangements df so many words, and laughed at the 
Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, for sending 
forth coUectbns of them not only in Greek and 
Larin, but even in Syriac, Arabic, and other more 


pUetd in the bwids of th* HoofS of Commont, and sU the srt% 
ttd wUoii Chtrles aad Ut nUeshtm trie^ 

tomd^or mlit tbalepotrcll? Did he dip 
thd were jMei in that rdgn ? e 
be peeked or imutkidtte^ but then eClU were^Hei 
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unknown tonguea. Johnson. ** 1 would have as 
many of these as possible; 1 would have verses ip 
every language tliat there are the means of acquir¬ 
ing. Nobody imagines t)>at an univ(>rsity is to have 
at once two*hundru(l poet*>: but it should be able to 
show tuo hundred scholars. Pciresc's(>) death 
uas lamented, I think, in forty languages. And 1 
would iiav(‘ had at every coronation, and every 
death of a king, every Gaudium, and every huctWt 
uuivor^ity-verses, in as many languages as can be 
acquired. 1 would have the world be thus told, 
* Hero is a school where every thing may be 
loamf 

ing set out next day on a visit to the Earl of 
Pembroke, at Wilton, and to my friend Mr. Temple, 
at Manibead, in Devonshire, and not having returned 
to town till the 2d of May, 1 did not see Dr. John¬ 
son fur a considerable time, and during the remsun- 
ing part of my stay in London kept very imperfect 
notes of his conversation, which had I acQording 
to my usual custom written out at large soon after 
the time, much might have been preserved, which is 
now irretri^ably lost. 1 can now only record sodie 
particular scenes, and a few fragments of his memo. 
rabilia. But to make some amends for my relaxatipn 
of diligence in one respect, I can present my readen 
with arguments upon two law eases, with which he 
favoured me. 

( 1 ) (lUs ywT lesmsd Frwwfamu wm tern in ISSO^ snS 
rlim ie67._ Hu Ll&vnttco in Ln^ te OsMsndi, wu tnuu- 
lateduMo Esj^hll by Bs^ sad dsmeslsd so John Evsljo,} 
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On Saturday^ the 6th of May, ire dined by our* 
selrcs at the Mitre, and he dictated to me what 
follows, to obviate the complaint already men¬ 
tioned fp. 223 . 3 , which had been made in the 
form of an action in the Court of SeMion by Da 
Memifi, of Aberdeen, that in the same translation dt 
a charter in which physician* were mentioned, he 
was called doctor qf medicine, 

" There are but two reasons ibr which a physidao 
can decline die title of doctor tff medicine because he 
supposes bitniiglf di^raeed by the doctorship, or supposes 
the doctorship disgraced by bimself. To be disgraced 
by a title whidi be shares in common with every illns- 
tiious name of his profession, with Boerhaave, with 
Arbuthnot, and with Cullen, can surely diminish no 
man’s reputation. It is, 1 suppose, to the doctorate, 
from which he shrinks, that he owes his right of prac¬ 
tising phync. A doctor of medicine is a physician 
undiCT die protection of the laws, and by the stamp of ‘ 
audiori^. The physician who is not a doctor usurps a 
professioD, wd is audiorised only by himself to decide 
upon healA and nckoess, and lift and death. That this . 
geodeman is a doctm*, his diploma makes evident; a 
dipimna not obtruded upon him, but obtaiued by solid- 
tatioa, and for whidi were pdd. Wi^ what court* 
tenance any man .can refuse die title wh|on he has either 
b^ged or bought, is not easily discovert. 

" All verbs! injury must comprise in it wither tome 
false position, or some nnnecesaary declaration of de- 
fsmatory trudi. That in calling hhn doctor, a false 
appeOadon was given him, he blrasdf will not pretend, 
sdio at the sam9 time that he com^ains of the tide would 
be offimded if we ihp poeed him to be not a doctor. If 
die tide of doctor be a detomatory tradi, it is time to 
dissolve oQr oeUeges; for lAj abeold the public give 
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salaries to men whose approbatfoo'S* reproach ? It may 
likewise deserve the notice of the pi4*Hc to consider what 
help can be given to the professor^ 9J1 phyeic, who all 
ahare with this unhappy gentleman the ignominious ap> 
pellatioDj and of whom the very boys' ,the street are 
not afraid to say. There goee the doctor.' \ • 

“ What is implied by the term doctor Is Veil known. 
It distinguishes him to whodi it is grao^d. ee amari 
who has attained such knowledge of his profession as 
qualifies him to instruct others. A doctor of law is a 
man who can form lawyers by his precepts. A.ddOtor 
of medicine is a man who can teach the .curing 
disease's. I'his is an old axiom which no Jiun.^as yet 
tliought fit to deny. Nil dot (fuod non hahet. Upon 
this principle to be doctor implies skill, for nemo docet 
quad non didicit. In England, whoever practises physic, 
not being a doctor, must practise by a licence; but the 
doctorate conveys a licence in itself. 

By what accident it happened that he and the other 
physicians were mentioned in different terms, where the 
terms themselves were equivalent, or where in cffecUthat 
which was applietl to him was the most honourable, 
perh^>B they who wrote tiie paper cannot now remcm> 
her. Had they expected a lawsuit to have been the con- 
aequence of such petty variation, I hope they would have 
avoided it.(‘) But, probably, as they meant no ill, they 
suspected no danger, and, therefore, consulted only what 
appeared to them pre^riety or convenience.'* 

A few days afterwards, 1 consulted him upon a ' 
cause, Patereon and others against Alexand^ and 
odkers, which had been decided by a casting vote in 
the Court of Session, determining that the corpor¬ 
ation of Stirling was corrupt, and setting aude the 

> » • 

(1) In tn Dts M«nuc» thonA I wm amnst him hs an . 
•drocMb 1 imiat mectiniii th*t be olgecied to the Teriahm wj 
eci^Mtijp before the trenaletiofi wee printed ofL 

WO/, y. y 
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election of some of their officers, because it t»as 
proved that three of the leading men who influenced 
the majority hod entered into an unjustifiable 
compact, of which, however, the majority wcr<> 
ignorant. He dictated to me, after a little consider* 
atioD, the following sentences upon the subject. 

** There is a differenoe between majority and supe¬ 
riority ; minority is applied to number,^ and supcrioriiy 
to power ; and power, like many other things, it to be 
estinisted non nuntero tod pondert. Now though the 
greater number is not corrupt, the greater veight is cor- 
rapt, so that corruption predominates in die borough, 
taken aollectivoiy, ffiough, perhaps, taken numeriratlp, 
the greater part may be uiicorropt That borough, 
which is BO constitute as to act corruptly, is in the oyc 
of reason corrupt, whether it be by the uucontroUable 
power of a few, or by an accidental pravity of the mn)> 
titude. The objection, in which ia urged the injurtice 
of making the innocent suffer with the guilty, is an ob- 
jeedbn not only against society, but against the possibility 
of society. Ail societies, great and small, au^st upon 
this condition ; that as the individuals derive advant^es 
from union, ^ey may likewise suffbr inconveniences ; 
that as those who do nothing, and sometimes those who 
do iU, will have the honours and emduments of general 
virtue and general prosperity, so those likewise who do 
nothing, or perhaps do well, must be involved in the 
eonseqaences of predominant corruption.” 

This, in my opinion, was a very nice case; but tlie 
demslon was affirmed in the House of Lords. 

On Monday, May 8., we went together and viuted 
the manaions of Bedlam. 1 had been informed that 
he had onco been there before with ^r. Wedder- 
bume (now Lord Loughborough), Mr* Mnrphy, and 
Mr. Foote; and 1 had heard Foote g$Te » rerf 
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entertaining account of Johnson’s happening to have 
his attention arrested by a man who was*very furious, 
and who, while beating his straw, supposed it was 
William, Duke of Cumberland, whom he was punish- ‘ 

iug for his cruelties in Scotland, in 1746.(0 There 

was nothing peculiarly remarkable thia day; but the 
general contemplation of insanity was very affecting. 

1 accompanied him homo, and dined and drank tea 
with him. 

Talking of an acquaintance of ours ( 3 ), distin¬ 
guished for knowing an uncommon variety of 
mUcellaneous articles both in antiquities and polite 
literature, he observed, You know. Sir, he runs 
about with little weight upon his mind." And 
tilkiug of another very ingenious gentleman (^), 
who from the warmth of his temper was at variance 
with many of his .acqumntance, and wished to ovoid 
them, he said, “ Sir, he lives the life of an out]^w.‘^"’ 

On Friday, May 12., as he had been so goodlw ^ . 
assign me a room in his house, where 1 might sleep 
occasionally, when 1 happened to sit with him to' a 
late hour, 1 took possession of it this night, found 
every thing in excellent order, and was attended by 


_ ( 1 ) Mf very honourable friend. General Sir George Howard, 
who servM in the Duke of Cumberiand’b army, hop* amure^me* 
that the cruelties were not imputable to hia R^al Righneaa. 

B. —On the xnornina 4^ the battle of CuUodcn, L.ord George 
Murray, the chief oT the Pretender's staK issued an order to 
give fw quarter to the royal forcea. T1>e Jacobites aSheted Ui 
say that thb' was the act ^ Uk individual, and not of the Prince 
or his par^; bttt it is undaiisble, that such a general order was 
giveo, and that it became Uia exeaue, thouKh cctteutly. not • 
JuttiflcBtioii,- of the sererities vrtiicb- follow^ the Inttle on the 
part irf the conqoerora. — C. 

(S) Probahfy Dte Farcy.—C 

No dotdikVr. George Steevens. — C. 

' s T 2 
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honest Francis with a most civil assiduity. I asked 
Johnson whether I might go to a consultation with 
another lawyer upon Sunday, as that appeared to me 
to be doing work as much in my way, as if an artisan 
should work on the day appropriated for religious 
rest. Johnson. Why, Sir, when you are of cozk 
sequence enough to oppose the practice of consult- 
ing upon Sunday, you should do it: but you may 
go now. It is not crinunal, tiiough it is not what 
one should do. who is anxious for the preservation 
and increase of pioty, to which a peculiar observance 
of Sunday is a great bejp. The dii.tiuction is clear 
between what is of mor^ and what is of ritual ob¬ 
ligation.” 

LErrsaSll. TO MILS. TIIHALK. 

« Way IS. 1775. 

" 1 wish I could say or send any thing to divert you ,* 
butC have done nothing, and seen nothing. Mr.Twiss, 
hearing that you talked of despoiling his book of tlie 
fide print, has sent you a copy to frame. He is going 
to Ireland, and 1 have given him lettcn to Dr. Leland 
and Mr. FalknGr.(>) Mr. M^ontaguJ is so ill that 
the lady is not visible j but yesterday 1 had 1 know 
not bow much kiss of Mrs. Abington, and very good 
locdts from Miss • • • • • (-), the maid of honour. 

** Boswell has made me promise not to go to Oxford 
till he leaves l/ondon; 1 had no great reason for haste, 
and therefore mi^t as well gradfy a friend. 1 
always proud and pleased to have my company desired. 

would have thought my absence a loss, and 1 
knCw not who else Would have conddered n«y preeenee 
as a profit. He has entered hlmeelf at the Temple, and 
1 joined in his bond. He Is to pkad before the Lords, 

(1) George Faulkener, the celdtrated-printsr.« C* 

(s) Probably Mias B«welefk.~C. 
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and hopes very nearly to the eo8t of his joamey. 
He lives much with his friend Paoli^ who says, a man 
must see Wales to etgoy England. 

** The book which is now most read, hut which, aa 
far as 1 have gone, is hut dull, is Gray's Letters, pre* 
fixed by Air. Mason to his poems. 1 have borrowed 
mine, and therefore cannot leiid it, and 1 can hardly re> 
commend the purchase. (*) 

1 have offended; and, what is stranger, have justly 
offended the nation of llasay. If they could come 
hither, they would be as fierce as the Americans. 
Baaaff hsb written to Boswell an account of the itgury 
done him, by representing bis home as subordinate to 
that of Dunvegan. Boswell has bit letter, and I he- 
heve copied my answer. I have appeased him,, if a 
degraded chief can possibly be appeased: but it will be 
diirteen d<<y8—days of resentment and discontent— 
before my recantation can reach him. Many a dirk 
will imagination, daring that interval, fix in my heart. 
I really question if at this time my life would not be in 
danger, if distance did not secure it. Boswell will find- 
his way to Streafiiam before be goes, and will detail Aia 
great affair." 

On Saturday, May 13., I breakfasted with him by 
invitation, accompanied by Mr. Andrew Crosbie, a 
Scotch advocate, whom he had seen at Edinburgh, 
and the Hon. Colonel (now General) Edward Stop- 
ford, brother to Lord Coortown, who was desirous 
of being introduced to him. HU tea and rolls and 
tier, and whole breakfast apparatus, were all in 




( 1 ) Imt ft itrong pr^fudice could QMde JolmsoD 


tbu« ^ak of tboM verv entertsinmg — 
to sttnbute Johnson's dupangment of GtaVs Letten to the 
ftigld commmdstion hes^fil won the y Imlogye on the 
OpMliig of Dnirj LoiUt'* end ito so ai ew h ot contempcoou* 
ftlJueioQ lo their ftuthoTf the ftNM man'i tencsftrt wAui 
W* ? ~ MAEftuirDs ] 
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Ritoh decorum, and his behaviour was so. courteous, 
that Colonel Stopford was quite surprised, and won¬ 
dered at his having beard so mucti said of Johnson’s 
slovenliness and roughness. I have preserved nothing 
of what passed, except that Crosbie pleased him much 
by talking learnedly of alcbymy, as to which Johnson 
was not a positive unbeliever, but rather delighted 
in considering what progress had actually been made 
in tlie transmutation of metals, what near approaches 
there had been to the making of gold; and told us 
that it was affirmed that a person in the Russian 
dominions had discovered the secret, but died without 


revealing it, as imagining it would be prejudicial to 
society. He added, that it was not impossible but 
it might in time be generally known. 

It being asked whether it was reasonable for a man 
to be angry at another whom a woman had preferred 
•to h}j|n? JoHHsoN. 1 do not see, Sir, that it is 
reftsonabie for a man to be angry at another, whom 
a woman has preferred to him: but angry he is, no 
doubt; and he is loth to be angry at bimself.” 

Before setting out for Scotluid on the 23d, 1 was 


frequently in ^ company at different places, but 
dttrii^ this period have recorded (uily two remarks ; 
One concerning Garrick: ** He has aot IjBtin enough. 
He finds out the Latin by tixe meaning rather than 


the meaning by the Latin.” And another concern¬ 


ing yiiters of travels, who, be o1»erved, ** were more 
d^l^ve than any other writers.” 

passed imany hours with him on the 17th, of 
l^eh l find all my menKU^ 'is, ** much laugfaiag.” 
.r ^ouM seem lie had diitday'b^inahttmou^for 
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jocularity and merriment, and upon such occasions 
I never knew a man laugh more heartily. We may 
suppose that the high relish of a state so different 
from his habitual gloom produced more than ordi¬ 
nary exertions of that distinguishing faculty of man, 
which has puzzled philosophers so much to explain. 
Johnson’s laugh was as remarkable as any cir¬ 
cumstance in Ills manner. It was a kind of good- 
humoured growl. Tom Davies described it drolly 
enough : “ He laughs like a rhinoceros.” 


Lr.TTi!ii212, TO BENNET LAKGTON, ESQ. 

“ M»y 21. 1775. 

Dbab Sir, — 1 have an old amanuensis in great 
distress. I have given what I think J can give, and 
begged till I cannot tell where to beg again. 1 put into 
his hands tliis morning four guineas. If you could 
collect three guineas more, it would clear him from bia 
present difficulty. 1 am. Sir, your most humble servant, 

" Sam. Jouwsow.” (') 


LRTta213. TO MBS. THRALE. 

« May £2. 1775. 

« One diing or other still hinders me, besides, perhaps, 
what is the great hindrance, that I ha^ no great mind 
to go. Bosiwell went away at two this morning. I^ang- 
tonjl I suppose goes this week.' B[|oewell] got two and 
forty guineas in fees vdule he was here. He has, 
his wife's persuasioa and mine, takei down a present 
for his tnother4n-law, ... 1 am not sorry you 
read Bosw^’a jouznal. Isit not s merry pi^ ? There 
is much in it about poor me. 
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*• Do not buy C *8 (’) travelsj Aey sre duller 
than T[wii83fi. W-— is too fond of words, but 
you may read him. I shall take care that Adair's ac* 
count of America may be sent yon, for I shall have it 
of my own. Beattie has called onoe to see me. He 
lives grand at the Arehbiahop’s.” 

Lima 314. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

“May 27. 1775. 

‘^DeAr Sir, — 'I make no doubt but you are now 
Lafcly lodged in your own habitation, and have told all 
your adventures to Mrs. Boswell and Miss Veroniciu 
Pray teach V'eronica to love me. Bid her not mind 
mamma. 

“ Mrs. Thrale has taken cold, and been very much 
disordered, but I hope is grown wclL Mr. Langton 
went yesterday to Lincolnshire, and has invited Nice- 
]aida(^) to follow him. Bcaucleik talks of going to 
Bath. 1 am to set out on Monday; so there ia nothing 
but dispersion. 

1 have returned Lord Hules's entertaining sheeta, 
but must stay tUl I come back for more, because it will 
be inconvenient to simd them after me in my vagrant 
state. 

" I promised Mrs. Macaulay (^) Qiat 1 would try to 
serve her aon at Oxford. 1 have not fmgotten it, nor 
am unwilling to^imfbrm it. If they desire to give him 
an Bn^sh location, it should be eonddered whether 
diey cannot send him for a year or two to an English 
schooL If he comes immediately from Scotland, he can 

( 1 ) Probably Chandler’s Travels ia Ada Minor. ^C* 

(8) Pndiably “ Tour tfaraugh some of the Northern Ptfts 
of Europe, by Nathaniel Wiaxail, jun.’’^- C. 

(9) A leaned Greek. Mr. Langton was an entbu* 

«ast about 9'**^ 

(4) Wtft flf the Rev. Kenneth Macaulay^ author of “ The 
uWy of at. Kllda.** 
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make no figure in our Universities. The schools in the 
northj I b^eve, are cheap; and when I was a yonng 
man, were eminentljr good. 

“ There are two little books puUished by the Foulis, 
Tdemadms and Collins’s Poems, each a shilling; 1 would 
be glad to have tliem. 

Make my compliments to Mrs. Boswell, though 
she dues not love'nie. You see what perverse things 
ladies are, and how little fit to be trusted with feudal 
(States. When she mends and loves me, there may be 
more hope of her daughters. 

“ 1 s^l not send compliments to mj friends by name, 
because 1 would be loth to leave any out in the enumer. 
adon. TcU. them, as you see them,< how well 1 speak of 
Scotch politeness, and Scotch hospitality, and Scotch 
beauty, auu of every thing Scotch, bat Scotch oat>eakes 
and Scotch prqudices. 

Let me know the answer of Ratay, and the decision 
relating to Sir Allan, (i) I am, my dearest Sir, with 
great aftectiun, &c. Sail. Johnson." 

LETrKii215. TO RIllS. THRALE.(4) 

^‘'Oxford, June 1.' 1773.—>I did not make thp 
epitaph before last night, and this morning 1 have 
found it too long ; I sent it to you as it is to padfy 
you, and will make it shorter. Don’t suppose that I . 
live here as we live at Streatham. I went this morning 
to the chapel at six, and if 1 were to stay would try to 
conform to all wholesome rules. Mr. Coulson (**) is v^, 

( 1 ) A lawsuit carried on by Kr Allan Maclean, cbisf of his 
dan, to recover certain parts of his family estatM fron the 
Duke of Argyle. 

fS) In the latter end of May he set out on what he called 

« his annual ramble to tbs mi(we counties.''—C. 

(a) On Mrs. Saludnuy. — C. 

Mr. Couhon, of Utrivenlty Collage. See onlj; p. 111k 
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•nd Mill frilling to keep me, but I delight not in being 
long here. Mr. SmollcM, of Locb-Lomond, and his lady 
have been here — we were glad to meet.” 

June C. l77S. — 6atii is the nncertainty of all 
human tilings, that Mr. C^oulsoh^ baa quarrelled with 
me. lie says 1 ruse the laugh upon him, and he is an 
independent man, and all he has is bis men, and he » 
not used to such things. And so I shall' bare no more 
good of Cfoulson], of whom 1 never had any good but 
flattery, which my dear mistress knows I can have at 
home. . . . Here 1 am, and how to get away 1 do not 
aee, for die power of departure, otherwise than in a post- 
chaise, depends upon accidental vaeancies in passing 
coaches, of which ^ but one in a week pass through this 
place at three in the rooming. After that one 1 have 
sent, but with little hope; yet I shall be very unwilling 
to stay here another week." 

*• June 7. 1 775. — CQoulson^ and I are pretty well 
again. I gradge the cost of going to Lichfield — Frank 
•nd I —in a post-chaise—-yet 1 think of thundering 
away to-morrow. So you will write your next dear 
letter to Lichfield." 

Lichfield, June 11. 177^.—Lady Smith is settled 
here at last, and sees compsny in her new houae. I went 
00 Saturday. Poor Lucy Porter has her band in a bag, 
BO una^led by the gout she cannot dress hersdf. 1 
go every day to Stowehill: both the sistm ) are now 
at home. 1 sent Mrs. Aston a * Taxation,' and sent it 
th nobody else, and Luqy borrowed it Mrs. Alton, since 
dut, inquired a messenger when 1 was ex|>ecte^ * 1 
ean tell noddi^ about it,’ aaid Lucy; *.whea he is to be 
here, 1 suppose Ms’ll know.’ Every body Temefmbere 
you aO. You left a good impreasion behind you. 1 
hope you will do die same at ^Lewea^* ^ make 
tbm speeches. Unusual com^meitta, to which diere 

(I^ Mm. Oastrell and Mia Aston, —C, 
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is DO stated and prescriptive answer, embarrass the feeUe 
who do not know what to say, and ^sgust wise, who, 
knowin§^ tliem to be false, sospect them to be hypo* 
criticaL . . . You never told me, and 1 omitted to in¬ 
quire, how you were entertained by Boswell'a ‘ Journal.* 
One would think the man had bera hired to be a spy 
upon me ; he was very diligent, and caught opportunities 
(ji writii^from time to time. You may now conceive 
yourself tolerably well acquainted with the expedition. 
Folks want me to go to Italy, but I say you are not for 
it” 

**Lichfield, June 15. 1775.—I now write from 
Mrs. Cobb's, where I have had custard. Nothing con¬ 
siderable has happened since 1 wrote, only 1 am aorry 
to see Mi«e Porter so had, and 1 am not pleased to find 
that, after a very comfortable intermission, the old fla¬ 
tulence distressed me again lost night. The world is 
ftill of ups and downs, as, 1 think, I told you once 
before. — Lichfield is of box~clubs. The ladies have 
o?iu for dieir own sex. They have incorporated them¬ 
selves under the appellation of the Amicable Society; 
oucl pay each twopence a week to the box. Any woman 
who can produce the weekly twopence ia admitt^ to the 
society; and when any of the poor subscribers is in want. 
Ae has six shillings a week; and, 1 think, when ahe 
dies, pounds are given to her children. Lucy is not 
one, nor l^rs. Cobb. The subscribSrsere always quar¬ 
relling ; and every now and then, a lady, in a fhme 
withdraws her name; but they are an hundred pouada 
beforehand. Mr. Green lute got a cast of Shalupeare, 
which he holds to be a very exact zeaemhlance. There 
ia great lamentation here fin* the death of Col. Lucy 
is of opinion that he was wonderfully handsome. Boa- 
veil is a favourite, bat he baa lost ground tinoe 1 Udd 
them that be ia married, and all hope is over." 

** Ashhdume, July 15. 1775.—Poor Baretti! do 
net quarrri with him; to nsgket him a little will bo 
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bufBdent. He zaeuis only to be frank, and manly, 
and independent, and perhaps, as you say, a little Kiae. 
To be frank, he tliinks, is to be cynical, and to be 
independent to be rude. Forgive him, dearest lady, 
die rather because of his misbel^viour; I am afraid he 
has learned part of me. 1 hope to act him hereafter a 
better example.” 

"Arfiboume, July 21.1773.—You and [Baretti] an* 
friends again, hfy dear mistresa has the quality of 
being eaaily reconaled, and not easily oifhndod. Kind> 
ness is a good thing in itself; and there are few things 
that are worthy of anger, and still fewer that can justify 
malignity. I am glad you read Boswell’s JoumaL You 
are now sufficiently informed of the whole transaction, 
and need not it^ret that you did not make the tour of 
the Hebrides." 

"Lichfield, [July 27.] 1775.— I have passed one 
day at Birmingham with my old friend Hector-—there's 
a name! and his sihU'r, an old love. My mistress is 
grown much older than uiy friend. 

* O quid hahes lUms dims 
'^irabat unnres 
Qiue me burpucrat nuhi.' 

Time will impair the body, and uses us well if it spares 
the mind.” (‘) 

After my return to Scotland, 1 wrote tly’ee letters 
to him, from which 1 extract the following pas¬ 
sages : — 

** I have seen liord Hailes since I came down. He 
diinks it wonderful that you are pleased to take so mudi 
peiiu in reviang his * Annals.’ I told him that yon 
laid you were well rewarded by the entertainment which 
yon had in reading them." 

( 1 ) He retumad to town about the end of August. C. 
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** Th^re bas been a nniserous flight of Hebrideant in 
Edinbui^h thia summer, whom I have been, happy to 
entertain at my house. Mr. Donald Macqueen(‘) and 
l.^rd Monboddo sapped with me one evening. They 
joined in controverting your proposition) that the Gaelic 
of the Highlands and l^es of Scotland was not written 
till of late.” 

My mind has been somewhat dark this summer. 1 
have need of your warmiog and vivifying rays; and I 
hope I sliall have them frequently. 1 am going to pass 
some time with my father at Auchinleck.” 

LensaSK). TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

Loudon, Aug. S7. 1775. 

Drau Sir, — I am returned from the annual ram¬ 
ble into tlic middle counties. Having seen nothing I 
had not seen before, 1 have nothing to relate. Time 
has left that part of the island fuw antiquities; and 
commerce has left the people no singularities. 1 was 
glad to go abroad, and, perhaps, glad to come home; 
which is in other words, I was, 1 am afraid, weary of 
being at home, and weary of being abroad. Is not this 
the state of life ? Bat, if we confess this weariness, let 
us not lament it; for all the wise and all the good say, 
tliat we may cure it. 

** For the black fumes whidi rise m your mind, I 
can prescribe nothing but that you disperse them by 
honest business or innocent pleasure^, and by reading, 
sometimes easy and sometimes serioiu. Change of pla» 
is useful; and 1 hope that your resiefence at Auchinleck ‘ 
will have many good effisets. . , . That I should 

have given pain to Rassy, 1 am sincerely sorry; snd 
am therefore v^ much pleased fliat he is no longer 

fl) The vciy learned minister in the Isle of Ay, whom both 
Ur. Johoson and 1 have mentioned with regMd. 
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uneasy.' He still thinks that I have represetited him 
as persoittllj giving up the chieftainship. I meant only 
that it was no longer contested between the two houes, 
and supposed it settled, perhaps, by the cession of some 
remote generation, in the hooae of l>unvegsn. I am 
sorry the advertisement was not continued for three or 
four times in the paper. 

That Lord Monboddoand hIr.Macqueen should con. 
trevert a position contrary to the imaginary interest of 
literary or national prgudice, might be easily imagined; 
but of a standing fact there ought to be no controversy; 
if there are men witli tails, catch a homo caudatus s if 
there was writing of old in the Highlands or Hebrides, 
in the Erse language, produce the manuscripts. H'here 
men write they will write to one anotlier, and some of 
their letters, in families studious of their ancestry, will 
be kept. In Wales there are many manuscripts. 

I have now three parcels of Lord Hailes s history, 
whicli I purpose to return all the next week : tliat his 
respect for my little observations should keep his work 
in suspense, makes one of the evils of my journey. It 
is in our language, 1 think, a new mode of histoiy 
whi(^ tells all t^t is wanted, and, 1 suppose, all that 
is known, without laboured splendoiir of languid, or 
a&cted subtUty of coiyecture. The exactness of his 
dates raises ray wonder. He seems to have the closeness 
of Henault without his constrainL 

Mrs. Thrale was so entertainetl with your ' Jour, 
that she almost read herself blind. She has a 
great regard for yon. 

Of Mrs. Bmwell, thot^h she knows in her heart 
;tbat she does not love me, 1 tm always glad to hear any 
'Vj^oodi and hope dial sfae and the little dear ladies will 
. ave ndtber sidoiess ifor any other affliction. But she 

s 

(i) ify ** journal of/i Tour to the Hebrides" wbkh that 
lady the onigiaal manuscript. 



Atat. 8^. 


LBTTBM. 


S55 

knowfl Uiat she does not care wfaat becomes of me,.tad 
for tlitt she may be sure that I think her very much to 
blame, 

** Never, my dear Sir, do you take it into youi head 
to think that 1 do not love you; 3 rou may settle your¬ 
self in full confidence both of my love and esteem: I 
love you as a kind man, 1 value you as s tvorlhy man, 
and hope in time to reverence you as a man of exem* 
plary piety, I hold you, ae Hamlet has it, ^ in my 
heart of hearts,* and therefore, it is little to say, that 1 
am. Sir, your affectionate humble servant, 

Sam, Jobkson/* 

Lem>i2l7. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESa 

•* Loudon, Aug. 30. 1775. 

Sm,—If in these papers (‘) there is little alter¬ 
ation attempted, do not suppose me negligent. I have 
read them perhaps more dosely than the rest; but 1 
find nothing worthy of an objection. Write to me 
soon, and write often, and tell me all your honest heart. 

I am. Sir, yours affectionately^ Sah. Jobnson.” 

LEIT 1 S 218 . TO MRS. LUCY PORTER. 

"London, Scpc 9. 1775. 

Dear Madam,*~-1 have sent your books by the 
carrier, and in Sandys’s Travels yqjj^ill find yonr 
glasses. I have written this post to the^Iiaa.,|^tow^ 
hill, and you may the day after you have tlus,.o?4M<^ 
other time, send Mrs. Gastrel's books. 

" Be pleased to make my compliments m all my * 
good friends. 1 hope the poor dear hand is recovered, 
and you are now able to write, which, however, you 
need not do, for 1 am going to Brighthelmsmne, and 
when I come back will take care to tell you. Id tlie 

(l) Another pane! of tord Haihs'i " AodmJs ^ Sootiaaif 


9 
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meu time uke great care of your health, and drink as 
much aa you can. 1 am, dearest love, your most humble 
aerraot, 8ah. Joukson. ’ 

LnritSld. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ, 

Sept. 14. 1775. 

** Mr DBAS SiR,~-I now write to yon, lest in some 
of your freaks and humours you should fancy yourself 
neglected. Bach fancies 1 must entreat you never to 
admit, at least never to indulge ; for my regard for you 
18 so radicated and fixed, that it is become part of ray 
mind, and cannot be effaced but by some cause uncom¬ 
monly violent; therefore, whetiier 1 write or not, set 
your thoughts at rest. 1 now write to tell you that 1 
shall not very soon write again, for 1 am to set out to¬ 
morrow on another journey.—Your friends are all well 
at Streatham, and in Leicester Fields. (') Make my 
compliments to Mrs. Boswtfl, if she is in good humour 
with me. X am. Sir, &c. Saii. JonNsON." 

What he mentions in such light tenos os, I am 
tc set out to-morrow on anotber joumt'y,” 1 soon 
afterwards discovered was no less than a tour to 
France with Mr. and Mrs. Thmie. ThisVas the 
only time in his life that he went upon the continent. 

TO MR. ROBERT LEVET. 

“ Calais, Sept. 18. 1775. 

** Dear Sir, — We are here in France, after a very 
pleasing p sBvgo of no more than six hours. 1 know 
not when I shall write again, and tiierefore I write now, 
tiiough yon cannot snppese that 1 have much to say. 
You have seen Fruee yoursdf. From this place we 
aie going to Rouen, and from Rouen to laris, where 


( 1 ) Where Sir Joshna R^nolds lived. 
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Mr. Thrale designs to stay about five or six.weeks. 
We have a regular recomraendation to the English re¬ 
sident, so we ^lall not be taken for vagabonds. Wc 
tliink to go one way and return another^ and see as 
much as we can. I will try to speak a little French ; 

1 tried hitherto hut little, but I spoke gometimes. If 1 
heard better, I suppose I should learn faskT. I am, 
Sir, your humble servant, Sam. Joiinm)n.'' 

i.KTTruiiSU TO THE SAME. 

Paris, OcL S2. 17T.T. 

“ Dear Sir, — M'e are still here, commonly very 
busy In looking about us. We have been to-day at 
Versailles. You have seen it, and 1-shall not describe 
:t. AV'e came yesterday from Fontainblcau, where the 
court is now. Wc went to sec the king and queen at 
dinner, and the queen was so impress^ by Mi68('), 
that she sent one of tlic gentlemen to inquire who she 
was. 1 find all true that you have ever told me at 
I'aris. Mr. Thrale is very liberal, and keejjs us two 
('oaclies, and a very fine tal^; but 1 think our cookery 
very bad. Mrs. Thrale got into a convent of English 
nuns, aiid 1 talked with her through the grate, and I 
am very kind used by the English Benedictine friars. 
But upon the whole 1 cannot make much acquaintance 
here; and tliough the churches, palat^, and sopse 
private houses are very magnificent, is noTv^^ 

great pleasure after having seen many, in s^flipi suOTpr 
at least the pleasure, whatever it he, must some time 
have an end, and we are b^inning to think w'hen we ' 
shall come home. Mr. Thrale calcnlates that as we left 
Streatham on the 15th of September, we shall see it 
again about the 15th of November. 

I think 1 had not been on this side of the sea five 
days before 1 found a sensible improvement in mj 

( 1 > Miss Thrale. 

Z 


▼OL. V. 
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health. I ran a race in the rain this day, and beat 
Baretti. Baretti is a fine fellow, and speaks French, 1 
think, quite as well as English. 

M^e my compliments to Mrs. Williams; and give 
my love to Francis ; and tell roy friends that I am not 
lost. 1 am, dear Sir, your afiectionate humble, &c. 

Sah. Johnson." 


I.rTTFii222. TO DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON. 

“ Edinbur^ti, Oct. 24. 1775. 

" Mv DEAR Sm, — If I had not been informed that 
you were at Paris, you should have had a letter from 
me by the earliest opjtortunity, announcing the birth of 
my son, on the IRli instant; 1 have named him Alex, 
andcr ('), after my father. 1 now write, as I suppose 
your fellow-traveller, Mr. Thrale, will return to London 
this week, to attend his duty in parliament, and that 
you will not stay behind him. 

T send another parcel of Lord Hailes's 'Annals,’ 
I have undertaken to solicit you for a favour to him, 
which he thus requests in a lettef to roe: 'I intend soon 
to give you •' The Life of Kohert Bruce," which you 
will be pleased to transmit to Dr. Johnson, 1 wish 
that you could assist me in a fancy which I have taken, 
of getting Dr. Johnson to draw a character of Roben 
from t/ie account that 1 give of that prince. Jf 
«' ’)e for it in my work, it will be a proof 

thu'f Tirve been fortunate in selecting the most strik. 
ing incidents.’ 

" 1 suppose by ' The Ufe of Robert Bruce,' his 


(1)1 bad the pleasure of his acquaintance. He was a high- 
^rited, clever, and amiable gcntlmnan ; and, like hia of 

a flank and socid disposition; but it is saU that he did not 
reli^ Ae recollections of our author’s devotion to Dr, Johnson: 
like old Lord Auchinleek, he seemed to think it a ktod of 
rogation. He was created a Barcmet in 1831. Sea oMe, 
HI. p.S17. —C. 
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LordMhi]> means that part of his ‘ Annals* which relate! 
the history of that prince^ and not a separate work. . 

‘ Shall we have, • A Journey to Paris,' from you in 
the winter f You will, I hope, at any rate, be kind 
t;noi^h to give me some account of your French travels 
very soon, for 1 am very im]>atient* What a different 
scene have you riewed this auhiron, from that which 
you viewer! in autumn 1773 ! I ever am, ray dear Sir, 
your much obliged and affecuonate humble servant, 

JaMiss Boswell/' 

LETreR223. TO JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. 

* London, Nov. IS. 1?7J. 

Deab Sir, — 1 am glad that the young laird it 
bom, and an end, as I hope, put to the only difference 
that you can ever have with Mr^. Boswell. (^) 1 know 
that slie does not love roe; but I intend to persist in 
wishing her well till 1 get the better of her. 

** Paris is, indeed, a place very different from Axe 
Hebrides, but it is to a basty traveller not so fertile of 
noxelty, nor affords so many opportunities of remark* 

1 cannot pretend to tell ilie public any thing of a place 
better known to many of ray readers than to myself. 
We can of it when we meet. • 

** 1 shall go next week to Streatnam, from whence I 
purpose to send a parcel of the ' Histo^* every po^ 
Ck)nceming the character of Bruce, I say, tha)^, 

1 do not see any great reuon for writing it; bu4. 
not easily deny what Lord Hailes and you concur in 
desiring. 

I have been remarkably healthy all the journey, 
and hope you and your fax^y have known only that 
trouble and danger which has so happily terminated. 
Among all the congratulations ^t you may reedve, I 

(l) This alludes to my old feudal principle of preferring 
male tv female mccemotu 

z 2 
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hope you believe none more warm or sincere than those 
of, dear Sir, your most affectionate, 

^'Saif. Johnson'.” 

Lmz!i224. TO MRS. LUCY PORTER. 

“Nov. 16. 1775. 

“ Dfan Madam, — This week 1 came homo from 
Paris. I have brought you a little box, which 1 thought 
pretty ; but I know not whether it is properly a snuff*- 
box, or a box for some other use. I will send it, when 
I can find an opportunity. ] have been through the 
whole journey remarkably well. My fellow.travellers 
were the same whom you saw at LiclifielJ, only we 
took Baretti with us. Paris is not so fine a place as 
you would expect. The palaces and chtu’chce, however, 
are very splendid and magnificent; and what would 
please you, there are many very fine xiictorcs; but 
1 do not think tlieir way of life commodious or 
pleasant. 

** Let me know how your health has been all this 
while. I hope the fine eutnroer has given you strength 
sufficient to encounter the winter. 

** Make my compliments to all my friends ; and, if 
your fingers will let you, write to me, or let your maid 
write, if it he .troublesome to you. 1 am, dear Madam, 
most afiln^Dnate humble servant, 

“ Sam. Johnson.” 


LrrrEa225. TO THE SAME. 

“ December, 1775- 

Dear Madam, — Some weeks ago I wrote to you, 
to tell you that 1 was just come home from a rambk, 
and hoped that 1 diould have heard from you. 1 am 
a£n^ winter has laid hold on your fingers, and hinders 
ydd'from writing. However, 1^ somebody write, if you 
Munot, and tell me bow you do, and alitde of what has 
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happened at Lichfield among our friends. I hope you 
are all rrelL 

AVhen I was in France^ I thought myself growing 
young, but am afraid that cold weather will take part of 
my new vigour from me. Let us, however, take care 
of ourselves, and lose no part of our health by n^ligence. 

“ 1 n(‘Tcr knew whctlier you received the Commentary 
on ti^c New Testament, and the Travels, and the glasses. 
1>(), iny dear love, write to me ,* and do not let us forget 
eadi otlicr. This is the season of good wishes, and 1 
wish you all good. I have not lately seen Mr. Porter, 
nor heard of him. Is he with you? 

‘‘ lie plcase<l to make my compliments to Mrs. Adey, 
.md Mrs. Cobh, and all my friends ; and when I can do 
hiiy good, let inc know. 1 am, dear Madant, yours most 
atr*cvi('n'‘te]y, Sam. Johnson.” 


END or THE F'FTH VOLUME. 









